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One Nation Indivisible . . Liberty and Justice . . 
For All
BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

The Pledge of Allegiance has been 
a fundamental part of American culture 
for 125 years, and it united Americans 
during WWI, WWII and the Cold War 
with the USSR. Essentially, the pledge 
says Americans couldn’t be divided one 
against another (as the Russians and the 
President have successfully done); that 
freedom is our heritage; and that we 
are a nation of fair laws where no one is 
above the law & even the most humble 
are guaranteed equality.

Most Americans make it clear that 
they want people and politicians to work 

together, to be respectful, and to believe 
in the pledge values. But, somehow, it 
has become increasingly difficult. 

Historians point to the cumulative 
impact of events like: the 1990s when 
Speaker Gingrich radicalized partisan-
ship and shut the government down; 
the Bush v Gore election in 2000 when 
the Supreme Court chose our Pres-
ident; VP Cheney & the Neo Cons’ 

Iraq invasion based on falsehoods 
about WMDs; Sen. McConnell’s com-
mitment to obstructing the first Afri-
can-American president to insure he 
wouldn’t be reelected, and then he vi-
olated the Constitution by preventing 
hearings or “advice and consent” for 
SC nominee Judge Garland. The ques-
tionable 2016 election and the Robert 
Meuller investigation have obviously 

heightened division and lowered ci-
vility. Sadly, the American tradition of 
coming together in difficult times and 
putting country first has been serious-
ly eroded.

President Trump isn’t the cause of 
our current condition, but he is now 
the catalyst that prevents correction. 
The persons both responsible for where 
we are, and responsible for bringing the 
nation back to its norms and Constitu-
tional traditions are - us.

President John F. Kennedy famously 
said: “Ask not what your country can 
do for you, ask what you can do for 
your country”. n

Most Americans make it clear that they want 
people and politicians to work together, to be 
respectful, and to believe in the pledge values.  
But, somehow, it has become increasingly difficult.
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Key West’s new mayor ready  
for action
BY PRU SOWERS
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Two days after 
winning the election 
for mayor of Key West, 
Teri Johnston was at Ft. 
Zachary Taylor State 

Park with her granddaughter, soaking 
up some sun before the winds of polit-
ical change begin to blow.

“It’s one of our fleeting moments. I 
thought I’d take advantage of it,” she 
laughed, eight days before she was set 
to be sworn in for a four-year term as 
the city’s leading elected official.

It may be awhile before Johnston has 

time to relax at Ft. Zach again. She has 
an ambitious initial agenda to begin 
her term on Nov. 19. First, she wants to 
begin creating what she calls “people’s 
committees” to study and report back on 
ways to improve Duval Street; including 
cleaning up the street, filling the grow-
ing number of empty storefronts on the 
city’s main commercial boulevard, and 
exploring the feasibility of creating a 
pedestrian mall on specific blocks down-
town. Next, she wants to streamline 
the building permit process at city hall. 
And lastly, Johnston wants to fast-track 
vetting city-owned vacant land parcels 
to see which ones might be suitable for 
workforce housing development.

“Those are the three biggies I’m going 
to hit the ground running on,” she said.

So long beach days.
When asked how she will produce 

results on some of the long-standing 
problems facing Key West, particu-
larly the dearth of affordable housing, 
when previous administrations could 
not, Johnston said her experience as a 
builder – she and partner Dar Castillo 
own Affiliated Design and Construc-
tion Managers – gives her a unique 
understanding of how to solve the 
challenges of development. Allowing 
building permits to be issued faster 
and partnering with private develop-
ers to build on city-owned parcels will 

be the most effective way to start eas-
ing the stress of the lack of affordable 
housing in Key West, she said.

“An acre and a half can do a lot in 
Key West. It doesn’t do the city any 
good to leave them vacant,” she said, 
referring to the dozens of small city-
owned land parcels wedged into neigh-
borhoods throughout the city. “These 
people [developers] do it every day. 
They are experts at it.”

Johnston already has deep rela-
tionships with city officials and staff, 
having previously been a city com-
missioner from 2007 to 2015. Those 
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relationships and her belief in inclusive leadership 
may help build consensus on difficult issues such 
as housing and the growing conflict between tour-
ism and residents’ quality of life. She has already 
reached out to her campaign opponent, Margaret 
Romero. The two ran a remarkably civilized cam-
paign against one another, focusing on issues and 
not on attack politics. In fact, the two entered the 
Harvey Government Center together on election 
night and sat together for an interview as Johnston 
made her first appearance as mayor-elect.

“Whatever I can do to help to make this commu-
nity better, I’m there to help,” Romero told John-
ston. “I’m still willing to make this a better town.”

 Johnston received 66.13 percent, 6,635 votes, 
of the ballots cast in the Nov. 6 election. Romero 
received 33.87 percent, totaling 3,398 votes. The 

mayoral race attracted a plethora of candidates 
this year because five-term Mayor Craig Cates was 
forced out due to term limits, leaving the seat open 
to all comers. At one point, 12 candidates had de-
clared they were running for the mayor spot.  

Romero gave up her city commission seat after 
one term, choosing to run for mayor instead. With 
her loss, she may return to what was arguably her 
most effective role in Key West government; speak-
ing from the public microphone at city commis-
sion and other municipal board meetings to nudge, 
cajole and sometimes demand that officials take 
her issue research under consideration. She prom-
ised to be at the Nov. 7 commission meeting as well 
as the Nov. 19 swearing-in ceremony for Johnston. 
I’m not going anywhere, Romero promised.

“I’ll be there,” she said. n

Key West Track 
& Field Club for 
the Key West 
High School 
track team
Key West, Nov 9

Key West Track & Field Club raising mon-
ey for the Key West High School track team with 
one of the coolest events Key West has ever seen. 
Pole Vault in Paradise is a pole vault competition 
on January 5 at the Truman Waterfront Park. We 
have some of the best pole vaulters in the country 
coming to Key West to compete and put on a show. 
There will also be high school, college, and some-
one as old as 75 competing.  We already have great 
local sponsor support but want to attract the local 
people to come out and watch this free event. It is a 
family orientated event. n KWTFC.COM

Key West, Nov 9

Beginning Monday, November 12th, the 
free Duval Loop will be expanding its route. The 
continuous Loop will make it easier to reach Mal-
lory Square and the Truman Waterfront Park, as 
well as White Street.

The free bus runs daily from 6 a.m. until mid-
night. It begins at the Park N Ride on Caroline 
Street to Simonton, runs down to Front Street 
for easy access to the waterfront area. The route 
continues up Simonton, then turns into the 
beautiful new Truman Waterfront Park. From 
there, the expanded Loop runs back out down 
to Fleming, then clear on out to White Street 
before circling back to the Park N Ride.

This expansion provides better access to more 
of downtown Key West. So leave the car, and en-
joy the free Duval Loop! n

Duval Loop 
Route 
Expanded
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Key West, Nov 9

Planning is well underway to 
enliven the recently-completed Tru-
man Waterfront Park with public art, 
events, and placemaking! The com-
munity is urged to come and weigh in 
during the upcoming family-friend-
ly workshop on Monday November 
26th, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Freder-
ick Douglass Gym in Bahama Village. 
Light refreshments will be served.

Attendees will learn about prelim-
inary recommendations around arts, 
culture, and creative placemaking at 
the Park and will be invited to offer 
their input to steer the future direc-
tion of the Truman Waterfront.

The City of Key West received a 
National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) Our Town grant to hire a 
planning consultant to assist with 
this Arts & Culture Master Plan for 
the park. This community meeting 
is part of an eight-month planning 
effort to assess needs and desires of 
residents, visitors. The Plan seeks to 
strengthen Key West’s Historic Old 
Town community through public 
art and creative placemaking in and 
around the newly opened park. The 
goal is to further develop the park as 
an exceptional community gathering 
place that integrates public art, local 
culture, ecological principles, and 
the community.

The City has used the NEA grant 
funding to hire CivicMoxie, a plan-
ning and arts and cultural consultant 
to lead the planning process. Civic-
Moxie is working closely with the City 
and with the Florida Keys Council of 
the Arts, as well as two cultural part-
ners – The Studios of Key West and 
The Bahama Village Music Program 
– and a 10-person Park Arts Vision 
Team to ensure the plan is grounded 
in local knowledge and reflects our 
community.

For more information, contact 
Elizabeth Young, Executive Director 
of Florida Keys Council of the Arts: 
director@keysarts.com. n

Community Workshop 
for Truman Waterfront 
Park Master Plan
The goal is to further develop the park as an 
exceptional community gathering place that 
integrates public art, local culture, ecological 
principles, and the community.
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Conchs Come Together with Younger Classes 
Middle School Night a Success
BY GILLIAN WEINHOFER
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITER

Horace O’ Bryant Middle 
School (HOB) and Sugarloaf Middle 
School (SLS) recently participated 
in Key West High School’s (KWHS) 
annual Middle School Night, where 
students from both schools partic-
ipated in a joint performance with 
the Marching Conchs, the Conch-
ettes, and the varsity cheerleaders at 
the football game on September 28. 
This event gave underclassmen the 
opportunity to sneak a peek at what 
it’s like to be involved in activities at 
KWHS. 

Keely Weinhofer, an alto saxophone 
player at SLS had a “blast” at the com-
bined event. Keely describes her expe-
rience as “a little stressful at first,” but 
when she got to meet other alto saxo-
phone players and have the opportuni-
ty to perform at halftime with the high 
school band, the Marching Conchs, it 
was a great experience.

Meanwhile, other middle school 
students from HOB also joined the 
Conchettes and the varsity cheerlead-
ers, and they displayed their teamwork 
with the guest appearance of HOB’s 
cheer team. While performing the rou-
tine, they showed off skills like stunt-
ing and dancing. 

After watching the cheerleaders, 
the Conchettes happily welcomed 
the HOB dancers during their half-
time performance to a one of a kind 
mashup, and the dancers wowed 
the crowd. 

Though many middle school stu-
dents may have felt as if it was over “in 
a flash,” the KWHS students contin-
ued on by winning the football game. 
Because the Conchs beat Pinecrest, the 
Marching Conchs followed the tradi-
tion to put their hats on backwards 
and “snake down the field.” 

Just a few days after the perfor-
mance, the middle school students 
gladly shared personal ratings (one 
being the worst and ten being the 
best) of what they thought the ex-
perience was like to them. Most stu-
dents’ ratings were 10/10. Though 
this football season is coming to an 
end soon, the high ratings from the 
middle school students indicate that 
the Marching Conchs will drastically 
increase in size next season and con-
tribute to the enjoyment of many fu-
ture games. n

Surrounded by the community, Key West High School welcomes middle 
school students from Horace O’Bryant and Sugarloaf Middle Schools. 
The Marching Conchs (top) warm up seconds before half time. Meanwhile 
the varsity cheerleaders (bottom right) and the Conchettes (bottom left) 
perform with the Horace O’Bryant Middle School cheerleaders and danc-
ers. Photo Provided.
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Cast Your Ballot! A Free Summer of Music 
Concerts could come to Key West in 2019!

Key West, Nov 6

Key West is officially in the 
running to bring a 10-12 week live 
music series to the Key West Amphi-
theater at Truman Waterfront in the 
summer of 2019.

Sponsored by the Mortimer & 
Mimi Levitt Foundation, a national 
foundation dedicated to strengthening 
the social fabric of America through 
free live music, Key West is vying to 
qualify as one of 15 winning organi-
zations in the Levitt AMP [Your City] 
Grant Awards.

The Levitt AMP [Your City] Grant 
Awards are an exciting matching grant 
opportunity created by the Levitt 
Foundation to serve small to mid-sized 
towns and cities with populations up 
to 400,000. Up to 15 nonprofits will 
receive $25,000 each in matching 
funds to produce their own Levitt 
AMP Music Series—an outdoor, free 

concert series featuring a diverse line-
up of professional musicians.

We’ve Got The Keys and A.H of 
Monroe County, Inc. (AH) submitted 
the proposal for Key West.

“Key West prides itself on its rep-
utation as a community of artists,” 
comments Scott Pridgen, Executive 
Director AH, “and our island teems 
with talent: musical, literary, painting, 
photography. AH strongly believes 
that everyone’s vision should be en-

couraged…and one sure way is by ex-
ample. A free, family-friendly concert 
series like this will provide culture and 
entertainment, without increasing the 
financial burden for locals.”

Online public voting began Novem-
ber 1st and concludes November 20th 
at 5:00 p.m.

This campaign, urges Nadene Gross-
man Orr, owner of We’ve Got The Keys, 
“is dependent on community participa-
tion. We need as many online votes as 

possible to bring this series to town.”
The benefits, both Pridgen and 

Grossman Orr, are many. Summer 
concerts will bring added revenue 
to nearby businesses as concertgoers 
spend money at restaurants and shops 
on their way to and from; will build 
awareness for the Truman Waterfront 
space; and will reinforce the town’s ef-
forts to create an open space for fami-
lies and  youngest residents.

Community support, as measured 
by the number of online votes re-
ceived, will be one of the key factors 
when the Levitt Foundation selects up 
to 15 winners. Supporters are asked 
to visit https://grant.levittamp.org/
events-page/  to register and vote.

The Top 25 finalists will be selected 
through online public voting. The Levitt 
Foundation will then review the propos-
als of these 25 finalists and will select up 
to 15 Levitt AMP winners, which will be 
announced on December 18, 2018. n

AH strongly believes that everyone’s vision should be encouraged…and one sure way is by 
example. A free, family-friendly concert series like this will provide culture and entertainment, 
without increasing the financial burden for locals.
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Key West, Nov 9

Key West Mayor 
Craig Cates, during this 
week’s City Commission 
meeting, proclaimed No-
vember 7 – 11 as Buddy 
Poppy Days, in honor of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

The poppy has been 
named the official memorial 
flower for Veterans of For-
eign Wars, as it represents 
the blood shed by Ameri-
can Service members. Since 

1922, the VFW has been 
making and distributing 
these symbolic reminders to 
reiterate that the VFW will 
never forget their sacrifice.

With Veteran’s Day ap-
proaching, members of the 
VFW will be distributing 
them around town. The flow-
ers are assembled by disabled 
and needy veterans in VA 
hospitals. The proceeds of the 
poppy sales are donated to 
the VFW Relief Fund to assist 
these veterans in need. n

Mayor Craig Cates proclaimed November 7 – 11 as Buddy Poppy Days
Members of VFW 

Post #3911 accept the 

proclamation from 

Mayor Craig Cates. 

Denny Howley, Ray 

Cottom, Ed Walters, 

Tom Truhan, Rod 

Delostrinos, Cathy 

Crane, Abe Conn, 

Craig Cates, Mark 

Tobin, Bob Nossov.
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Tennessee Williams Museum Recipient of British 
Travel Writers Award

Key West, Nov 7 

The Tennessee Williams Mu-
seum at 513 Truman Avenue, the 
most recent addition to the four mu-
seums stewarded by the Key West 
Art & Historical Society, has been 
awarded “Highly Commended” 
honors by the British Guild of Trav-
el Writers in its “Best in the Wider 
World” category, one of three cate-
gories recognized with awards by the 
Guild each year. 

The museum “has been created with 
passion, enthusiasm and above all, a de-
sire to honor a man whose contribution 
to his field was everything Hemingway 
made and then some,” said Julia Ham-
mond, a London-based travel writer 
who put forth the award nomination 
following a visit to Key West in March.

“I loved the personal nature of the 
exhibit,” Hammond said at the gala. 
“I’m not a fan of museums in general 
and my knowledge of Tennessee Wil-
liams was limited, but by the time I 

left [the exhibit], I really felt I knew him.”
Stacey Mitchell, Monroe County 

Tourist Development Council Market-
ing Director who was in London for an 
annual World Travel Market, received 
the award on behalf of Key West Art & 
Historical Society.

“It’s an honor for a Key West muse-
um to be recognized by the Guild,” said 
Mitchell. “Tennessee Williams is an im-
portant part of the literary movement 
that resulted in Key West and the Florida 
Keys being recognized as the cultural and 
historical location it is today.”

Founded and curated by Dennis Bea-
ver in honor of the Pulitzer-prize win-

ning literary icon who became a Key 
West resident in 1949, the exhibit has 
become a destination for Tennessee Wil-
liams enthusiasts and scholars. 

“Williams gave back to the communi-
ty that welcomed him without judgement 
and this comes across in the fondness that 
shines through every exhibit in this tiny 
museum,” says Hammond. “This is an in-
timate tale told within an intimate venue.”  

The Tennessee Williams Key West Ex-
hibit on 513 Truman Avenue is open for 
self-guided tours 9:30am-4:30pm daily.  
For more information, contact Key West 
Art & Historical Society at 305-295-6616 
or visit WWW.KWAHS.ORG.  n

Stacey Mitchell, Marketing Director of the Monroe County Tourist De-
velopment Council, pictured here with Alastair McKenzie, chairman of 
the British Guild of Travel Writers, accepted the Guild’s “Highly Com-
mended” award for the Tennessee Williams Museum on behalf of Key 
West Art & Historical Society in London on Sunday. (Photo courtesy of 
the British Guild of Travel Writers)
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Sugarloaf Key, Nov 6

Five bonefish, two permit and 
two barracuda releases were the win-
ning combination for guide Brandon 
Cyr and angler Nick LaBadie, both 
of Key West, Florida, at the recent 
Sugarloaf Showdown.

The duo amassed 2,500 points for 
their releases, earning the title of grand 
champion team in the tournament 
that ended Nov. 3 in the Lower Flor-
ida Keys. As well as their overall victo-
ry, Cyr and LaBadie were named the 
high-point permit team and Cyr took 
the title of grand champion guide.

The second-place team consist-
ed of guide Pat Bracher and angler 
Charley Bracher, his 7-year-old 
daughter, who live in Cudjoe Key, 
Florida. The duo released five bone-
fish, one barracuda and one permit, 

ending the showdown’s two fishing 
days with 900 points. 

The third-place award went to 
guide Luke Kelly and angler Sarah 
Kelly, his wife, who ended the tour-
nament with 700 points. The Sugar-
loaf Key couple released three bone-
fish, one barracuda and one permit.

Key West guide John Benvenuto 
and angler Scott Christian earned 
high-point team honors for bonefish 
and barracuda. The two are tourna-
ment veterans who won the show-
down in 2017.

The challenge drew 43 partici-
pants on 22 boats. Presented by the 
Lower Keys Guides Association, it 
was a fundraiser for the Florida Keys 
Guides Trust Foundation, which 
provides funds to assist fishing 
guides who are recovering from an 
illness or injury. n

Key West Team Wins 
Sugarloaf Showdown 
in Lower Keys

Capital Bank introduces 
New Operation Hope 
Location in Homestead, 
Florida
Capital Bank’s First HOPE Inside Location in 
Florida Opened in Homestead

Homestead, Nov 8

Capital Bank is proud to intro-
duce its first Operation HOPE loca-
tion in Homestead, Florida. HOPE In-
side Capital Bank Homestead recently 
opened its doors with Andria Curbelo 
serving as the location’s Financial Well-
being Coach.

As Financial Wellbeing Coach, Curbe-
lo works to provide confidence and finan-
cial empowerment to the South Florida 
community. She works with individuals, 
both in one-on-one or group settings, to 
improve their credit score, increase their 
savings, and decrease their debt. 

Operation HOPE provides multiple 
free services that assist those who are 
struggling financially to get back on 
their feet. These programs include Cred-
it & Money Management Workshops, 
One-On-One Credit Coaching, Finan-
cial Literacy Seminars, and 700 Credit 
Score Communities group classes.

Florida market president Jeff Jackson 
stated, “The work done by Operation 
HOPE and their counselors is transfor-
mational for so many in the commu-
nities they serve. Financial literacy is 
achievable for anyone coming through 
this program. We are confident that the 
new HOPE Inside Homestead location 
will improve the lives of many individ-
uals in the South Florida community.”

As a traveling military spouse, An-
dria Curbelo has spent the past seven 

years in the banking industry. For the 
previous three years, Curbelo was locat-
ed at Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, where she worked on the 
base educating the soldiers on their 
credit, money management, and the 
importance of budgeting.

“I am thrilled to be able to provide free 
financial services to the members of our 
great community through my position 
at HOPE Inside Capital Bank Home-
stead,” said Curbelo. “My goal is to pro-
vide those in need with the opportunity 
to empower themselves financially in 
order to achieve their dreams, whether 
that dream is owning a car, buying their 
first home, or becoming debt-free.”

All of the services provided by Oper-
ation HOPE are designed to assist par-
ticipants understand credit scores, learn 
how to set up a budget, recover from 
debt and low credit ratings, and learn 
their rights as consumers so that they 
are not easily taken advantage of in the 
future. While it might not be an easy 
process, all of these things are crucial in 
becoming financially stable – which is 
the end goal for all participants of Op-
eration HOPE.

To learn more about HOPE Inside or 
to meet Andria Curbelo, visit the Cap-
ital Bank Financial Center located at 
777 N. Krome Avenue in Homestead.  
No appointment is necessary and indi-
viduals do not have to be customers of 
Capital Bank. n
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Half Marathon, 10k and Beach N’ Beer Mile 
Returns to Islamorada Dec. 8-9

Islamorada, Nov 9

Winter distance runners in the 
Florida Keys can welcome warmer climes 
and the return of Islamorada’s annual 
Half Marathon, 10k and Beach N’ Beer 
Mile to its originally scheduled time-
frame Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 8-9.

An optional preweekend event 
Thursday, Dec. 6, features a sunset pad-
dle meet-and-greet with drinks and ap-

petizers. Friday, racers can enjoy a 5-8 
p.m. welcome party where weekend 
race packets will be available for pick 
up. Each event is hosted by the Florida 
Keys Brewing Co., located in the Mora-
da Way Arts & Cultural District. 

Registration is open for the 
half-marathon and 10k events from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9. 
At noon the fun-while-you-run Beach 
N’ Beer Mile kicks off from the icon-

ic Robbie’s Marina, mile marker 77.5 
bayside, in two waves of participants.

Runners must consume four beers 
over a 1-mile course in Islamorada. 
Organizers said the fastest time that 
chugging joggers need to beat is sev-
en minutes. 

The main half-marathon and 10k 
events Sunday also begin at Robbie’s 
Marina. From 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. runners 
follow a north, south and north-again 

course though Islamorada’s most scenic 
areas, along some roadways flanked by 
the Atlantic Ocean. Cash prizes await 
the top three male and female half-mar-
athon and 10k finishers.

Until Nov. 30, the online registration 
fee is $100 per person for the half-mara-
thon, $65 per person for the 10k and $35 
per person for the Beer Mile. On race day, 
half-marathon and 10k fees increase by 
$10 and $5 per person, respectively. n

Runners must consume four beers over a 1-mile course in Islamorada. Organizers said the 
fastest time that chugging joggers need to beat is seven minutes
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First State Bank Supports FIRM
Monroe County, Nov 6

First State Bank continues in their 
support of Fair Insurance Rates of Monroe 
County (FIRM) in their ongoing battle 
against unfair windstorm and flood rates 
increases in Monroe County.

“We commend the great work of FIRM 
and are proud to offer financial support 
that can help them in their efforts to fight 
for fair windstorm and flood insurance 
rates throughout Monroe County,” said 
Kurt Lewin, First State Bank’s Senior Vice 
President/Senior Lending Officer.

With the help of First State Bank’s do-
nation, FIRM will continue to fight against 
excessive, discriminatory property insur-
ance rates by staying active at the legislative 
level and monitoring initiatives and events 
that have the potential to impact insurance 
rates. For more information visit www.
firmkeys.org. n

Pictured: Back Row, L to R – FIRM Board Members Bryan Hawks, Erica Poole, Christina Weinhofer, Linda Cun-
ningham, Caren Morell, and Joe Moody; Front Row L to R – FIRM Board President Mel Montagne, First State 
Bank’s Ani Madruga, SVP/Market Lending Leader, and Kurt Lewin, SVP/Senior Lending Officer.

Monroe County Veterans 
Department Hosting Veterans Day 
Ceremony Nov. 11 in Key Largo

Key Largo, Nov 11

The Monroe 
County Veterans De-
partment is hosting a 
Veterans Day Ceremo-
ny to honor all who 

have served and to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the end to 
World War I.

When: Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018
Time: 11 a.m. to Noon.
Where: Murray Nelson Govern-

ment & Cultural Center, 102050 
Overseas Highway, Theater room, 
Key Largo. n

Eric Anfinson 2019 Fine Art Calendar
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‘Nutcracker Key West’ Transforms Classic Ballet 
into Subtropical Fantasy
Key West, Nov 8

Audiences can discover the sea-
faring heritage and vibrant coral reef 
environment of the Florida Keys, blend-
ed with a sizeable helping of heartfelt 
holiday spirit, during performances of 
“Nutcracker Key West” in the subtrop-
ical island city. The Keys version of the 
classic seasonal ballet is set to begin a 
nine-show run Friday, Dec. 7.

The production gives the well-
known storyline of “The Nutcracker” 
a unique twist, transforming the tale 

of young Clara’s dreamlike visit to the 
land of the Sugarplum Fairy into a cel-
ebration of Key West’s culture, tradi-
tions and underwater wonders. 

“Nutcracker Key West” stars 15 
professional dancers from around the 
world alongside 60 Keys children and 
other local performers. Together they 
bring the timeless story to life onstage 
at the Tennessee Williams Theatre, 
5901 College Road on the campus of 
Florida Keys Community College.

The cast is directed by classically 
trained dancer Joyce Stahl, a Key West 

resident who conceived and created the 
production after performing for 38 years 
with New Jersey’s American Repertory 
Ballet. Standout dance sequences in-
cluding a dream battle where toy sailors 
protect Clara from the Rooster King, 
recalling Key West’s free-range chicken 
population. A scene set on the Keys’ 
living coral reef features young children 
costumed as tumbling pink shrimp in 
King Neptune’s court, colorful angelfish 
and a school of sparkling red snapper. 

The storyline also includes imagery 
drawn from the history of the Spanish 

galleon Nuestra Señora de Atocha, ship-
wrecked off Key West in 1622 and hu-
morously dubbed “Atoshu” in the ballet.

A holiday tradition that Key West 
residents share with visitors, “Nutcrack-
er Key West” is a biennial production. 
As well as the talented cast, it incorpo-
rates elaborate sets and dazzling muse-
um-quality costumes designed by Stahl.

Show dates continue through Dec. 16 
and audiences can choose from evening 
and matinee performances. Tickets can 
be purchased online at keystix.ticketforce.
com/ or by calling 305-295-7676. n
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 11/15
Michael McCloud
Noon - 5:00 pm

Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon - 5:00 pm 

Cool Duo (Sam Ramos & Chris Case)
6:45 - 11:00 pm
Motown, Detroit funk,  
classic rock and reggae.

Friday 11/16
Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon - 5:00 pm 

Fuel on Fire
6:45 pm - Midnight
Country, contemporary & classic rock. 

Saturday 11/17
Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon - 5:00 pm 

Fuel on Fire
6:45 pm - Midnight
Country, contemporary & classic rock.

Sunday 11/18
Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon - 5:00 pm 

Last Mangoes Duo  
(Frankendread & Guest)
6:45 pm - 11:00 pm
Steel Pan Caribbean music.

Monday 11/19
RAVEN COOPER
noon - 5pm

Black & Skabuddah
6:45 - 11:00 pm
Acoustic classic rock and current 
favorites with an edge.

Tuesday 11/20
Frankendread (Allen Holland)
Noon - 5:00 pm
Steel Pan Caribbean music.

Tom Taylor
6:45 - 11:00 pm 
Country, southern rock,  
trop rock and Americana.

Wednesday 11/21
RAVEN COOPER
6:45 pm – 11:00 pm 
Talented guitar player and singer with a 
wide range of vocal styles, playing an 
eclectic mix of jazz, country, blues, and 
more. Humorous audience interaction!

Jeff Clark
Noon - 5:00 pm 
Covers include Grateful Dead, Allman 
Bros., Van Morrison, Soul singers and 
originals.

9 pm - 1 am Wednesdays  
thru Sundays
Magician Frank Everhart, Jr. -- Up 
close and personal magic in the Sail 
Loft at Schooner Wharf.

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2018 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Hog's Breath
Displace

Hog's Breath
Zack Seemiller

Hog's Breath
Joel Nelson

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 11/15
Joal Rush 5pm  
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 11/16
Joal Rush 5pm 
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 11/17
Joal Rush 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Sunday 11/18
Andy Westcott & The Local Boyz 9pm 

Monday 11/19
Blue Monday w/CC
and The Buzz 9pm  

Wednesday 11/21
Ryan & Tom 
Fury Jam 9pm

Hog’s Breath Saloon
400 Front St., (305) 296-4222 
hogsbreath.com
n
Joel Nelson
November 15 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
November 20 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Brain Alex
November 15 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
November 16 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
November 17 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
November 18 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Highway 61
November 15 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
November 16 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
November 17 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
November 18 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
November 19 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am

Kenny & Cuda
November 16 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
November 17 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Zack Seemiller
November 19 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Josh Gallagher
November 19 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
November 20 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
November 21 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Hog’s Breath is better
than no breath at all

� Three live acts from 1 p.m. until 2 a.m.

� Full menu! Fresh seafood, sandwiches 
    & classic island favorites.

� World famous t-shirts and merchandise.

� Private party and special events room.

Visit us at hogsbreath.com
(305) 296-4222
400 Front St. | Key West

Hog’s Breath Music Schedule for this week!
Thur. 
1115

Joel Nelson

(12-4pm)

Brain Alex

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

Sat. 
1117

Mon. 
1119

Wed. 
1121

Fri. Tues. 
1120

Sun. 
11181116

Brain Alex

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

Brain Alex

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

Josh Gallagher

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

Displace

(9pm - 1am)

Joel Nelson

(12-4pm)

Josh Gallagher

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

Highway 61

(9pm - 1am)

Zack Seemiller

(12-4pm)

Josh Gallagher

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

Displace

(9pm - 1am)

Displace

(9pm - 1am)

-

Highway 61

(9pm - 1am)

Highway 61

(9pm - 1am)

Highway 61

(9pm - 1am)

Brain Alex

(4:30 - 8:30pm)

-
Kenny & Cuda

(12-4pm)

Kenny & Cuda

(12-4pm)

Highway 61

(9pm - 1am)

- - - - - -

Hog's Breath
Josh Gallagher

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Catalonian 
Kinetics / 
Barcelona, 
Figueras and 
Port Lligat
I.
On the plane, feelings of my 
mortality. I could not believe that I 

was going to Europe once more after 
Paris, just two years ago. A packed 
plane. I saw a couple very much in 
love. I thought this is how I am going 
to be with my girlfriend Amanda soon.

Nine hours. I tried to fall asleep but 
then I found it hard to breathe and got 
warm. Perhaps I have Sleep apnea, or 
some kind of allergy. Is this how I am 
going to die I thought? I focused on 
my breathing. In and out. I looked 
over at the happy couple. Their life 
was soaring and I felt locked in my 
body—a hard compress of pain on my 
hip and tailbone, all because my body 
cannot bend like others do. I watched 
the midterm election results and kept 
track of each poll result in a trance.

Barcelona. The plane landed. Once 
in my own chair, my breath was easier. 

The Barcelona airport was very friend-
ly. There was none of the apprehension 
that I found in the Paris airport. No 
foreboding uniforms or guns. People 
were fascinated by my happy service 
dog, an Aussie Doodle. The Customs 
Agent said “Enzo, welcome to Spain.”

A chauffeur picked us up. A tall verti-
cal man who looked like a pencil with an 
easy smile. He spoke in suggestions like 
a hypnotist might: You just got in. You’re 
tired, jet lag. He looks to me while he’s 
talking but I also think he is talking to 
my Mom and my stepfather Petr. 

“I am going to tell you many things 
to help you see my beautiful city. The 
subways are completely accessible. You 
are in a great area for wheelchairs.” 

I ask him what about his favorite mu-
seum. “Picasso” he says almost instant-
ly. He is surprised that I know of Joan 
Miro and Tapies. I pass a building, The 
Diagonal, that looks like a spaceship 
from the film Arrival. Big and phallic.

We are staying in a very clean apart-
ment with white walls.

I have a black coffee and fall asleep. 
3 hours pass. I get up and take a stroll 
with Mom and Petr. The whole day 
went like nothing. 

We head to the sea. The sand is dark 
yellow. I think of Yves Tanguy, of Dali 
and their vast desert beaches but there is 
a young woman doing yoga and a model 
sitting several feet away with her back to-
wards me in the act of exposing her top.

I smell the nostalgia of the sea. 
Melancholically talking me back to 
Seashore House Atlantic city, when I 
faced the Atlantic Ocean with a cast on 
my leg with no thought of Barcelona, 
Dali or Miro. We stop for a tapas meal 
of ham peppers and cheese. Everyone 
is out with good cheer in spite of the 
cool temperature. The meal goes down 
easy, a smile on my tongue. 

On the way back, it is night but there 
are kids laughing and running on a small 
playground. Aside from the toddler 

chatter and the impish young voices, all 
is thick and silent, the heavy darkness at 
the beginning of a Twilight Zone epi-
sode. Are the little voices innocent or 
scheming? What will tomorrow bring?

II.
I awoke to an opaque Barcelona sky 

the color of clam chowder. My head was 
full of images of Key West underwater. A 
Corvette was submerged in six feet of wa-
ter and I had fallen from a dock, my elec-
tric wheelchair tumbling into the ocean as 
I felt my body free itself from life. 

Still groggy from this experience, I 
research Montserrat Caballe, Freddie 
Mercury and Catalan `independence. 
I learned of the terrorist attacks from 
the 1992 Olympic Games. 

Both my dream and my research 
created an apocalypse in two forms but 
I had no sense of apprehension.

I headed out with Mom and Petr. 
After a 20-minute roll, we reached 
Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia, a stupefying 
temple first envisioned by the book-
seller Josep Maria Bocabella, a build-
ing that obliterates verbal description 
simply because it has purgatory, heaven 
and hell in it. After some discussion and 
a polite security check I venture into the 

Tropic Cinema
SCHEDULE FOR:

November 16th - November 22nd

 A STAR IS BORN 136 MINS  
(12:40)  3:20   6:00  8:50

EXCEPT FRIDAY, NOV 16TH  
EXCEPT NO SHOWINGS ON SATURDAY AND  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH & 18TH. 

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 134 MINS 
(12:50)  3:30  6:20  9:10

THE GRINCH  90 MINS 
(1:00)  3:05  5:10  7:15

EXCEPT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH
(1:00)  3:05  6:10  8:35

COLETTE 111 MINS
(1:15)  3:40  6:10  8:35

EXCEPT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH (1:15)  3:40 
EXCEPT NO SHOWINGS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 

NOVEMBER 17TH & 18TH.

Key West Film Festival movies will be running 
on Thursday, November 15th from 6pm - close 

on all theaters except The Carper.

 X Continued on page 21
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 X Continued from page 15

Displace
November 19 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
November 20 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
November 21 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
greenroomkeywest.com
n
Thursday 11/15
MARJORY LEE
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

JASON LAMSON
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

CHRIS TOLER
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Friday 11/16
DAVID WARREN
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

SHARESE NICOLE
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

DJ GUNZ
10:00 pm - 3:00 am 

Saturday 11/17
DREW GUNNING
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

MARJORY LEE
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

DJ KYD
10:00 pm - 3:00 am

Sunday 11/18
SHELDON MCLELLAN
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

MARJORY LEE
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

ROSS BROWN
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Monday 11/19
SHELDON MCLELLAN
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

DREW GUNNING
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Tuesday 11/20
JOAL RUSH
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

CHRIS TOLER
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

JACK WOLF
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Wednesday 11/21
JOE “THE SHOW” ENICH
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

JACK WOLF
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

KEN FAIRBROTHER
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St., (305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com
n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

The Salty Angler
1114 Duval St., (305) 741-7071
thesaltyangler.com
n

Thursday 11/15

Roger Jokela 1pm

Eric Berube 8pm

Friday 11/16

Ben Taddiken 12pm

Saturday 11/17

Eric Paul (Levy) 12pm

Sunday 11/18

Ben Taddiken 12pm

KY Tim & Friends 6pm

Trivia and Game Night! 9pm

Monday 11/19

Dani Hoy 12pm

Wavy Dave 7:30pm

Monday 11/20

Roger Jokela 12pm

Josh and Dora 8pm n

Josh 
Gallagher 
at the Hog’s 
Breath 
Saloon
Nashville singer-songwriter Josh 
Gallagher plays the Hog’s Breath Sa-
loon’s mid-shift gig – 4:30 – 8:30 pm – 
Nov 19 25.

Gallagher has opened for Lee Ann 
Womack, Randy Houser, Easton Cobrin 
and Eric Paslay. n

Key West Writers 
Guild Meeting 
Saturday, 
November 24, 
2018
The Key West Writers Guild 
will meet  Saturday, November 24, 
2018, from 9:00 A.M. to noon in the 
Conference Room at the Condomini-
ums at 2601 S. Roosevelt Blvd., Key 
West Florida. Enter through the gate 
just to the left of the flagpoles. Please 
park across the street on South Roos-
evelt (Free Parking). For questions, call 
904-403-0866 n
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S H O R T  A N S W E R S 
BY  J E F F  J O H N S O N n P A U L A  F O R M A N

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T

Not About You ... Entirely
Dear Short Answers:
Don’t you think it’s important that older people 
learn how to use the Internet? My parents refuse to 
text or email and they still have an old-fashioned 
answering machine which they often forget to check. 
When I need to find them, I have to keep calling un-
til they pick up the phone. I bought then a computer 
but they refuse to use it. How do I get them to enter 
the 21st century?
Their Son
Dear Son:
They are probably unwilling — 
perhaps unable to change. The 
old-fashioned ways of communi-
cating — calling and calling and 
then calling a neighbor — might 
not be so bad after all. Haven’t you 
ever wished to be less accessible? 

Strategic 
avoidance
Dear Short Answers:
If a friend of yours has really bad table manners (I 
mean REALLY bad), is it better to point this out 
and risk losing a friend?  Or should I just avoid eat-
ing with this person if I can?
Disgusted
Dear Disgusted:
Assuming this friend is old enough to vote, we 
suggest go with option 2.

Cut to the Chase
Dear Short Answers:

My husband and I have constant disagreements over 
how to raise our children. Everything from when is 
bedtime to how much candy they can eat at Hallow-
een. Is there a book you can recommend that can settle 
these arguments once and for all?

Wit’s End

Dear Wit:

Disagreements about kids is a marriage killer. 
It’s very wearing and creates enormous tension 

for everyone. Often these arguments are not re-
ally about the kids but a way for one partner to 
undermine the behavior of the other adult. We 
suggest you think this through and try to sep-
arate you from the kids. When one parent says 
“too much candy,” are they really saying “you eat 
too much candy?” Does “let the kids stay up lat-
er” really mean they don’t want to be alone with 
you — or afraid of confrontation? Once you sort 
out what is really going on, it is easier to agree 
on outcomes. A counselor could really help you 

quicken this process.

Every Town is a 
Small Town
Dear Short Answers:

We just purchased a house for 
$545,000. The listing agent was also 
the selling agent. It was a cash deal, 
so she made a good deal of money 
for very limited input. She gave us 
a very nice pewter tray, which I like, 
but upon opening the box, stuck in 

a corner under the packaging was a Christmas card 
from another person, thanking her for her continued 
support. I want to send her a nice thank-you note to 
tell her how much we liked the tray. I would also like 
to send the card we found back to her and just say 
“oops.” What do you think?

Signed, Can’t Wait

Dear Can’t Wait:

Don’t do it. You never know….

Kids and Dogs
Dear Short Answers:
Do you think that getting a dog is good training for 
young children and will help them learn responsi-
bility?
Mom

Dear Mom:

Only if they really want the dog and YOU pro-
vide thoughtful and firm guidance throughout 
the process.  Otherwise, you are looking at mom’s 
new best friend.

Life is complicated.  “Short Answers” isn’t.

Send questions Konk Life@shortanswers.net or go to shortanswers.net—a psychologist and 
sociologist will answer. A selection of the best questions will be printed every week in Konk Life.

P A U L A  F O R M A N 
and J E F F  J O H N S O N
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Locals Night 

Two Course Menu $24.99
5 to 7PM 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Key West Dance 
Collective at Tennessee 
Williams
The Key West Dance Collec-
tive takes the stage Friday November 
16th and Saturday the 17th for their 
fourth annual concert at Tennessee 
Williams Theatre.  

Once again this show will be fea-
tured in the round on TWT’s main 
stage with the audience seated on the 
stage surrounding the performers. Fea-
turing dance professionals, musicians, 
and the CoffeeMill Young Dance Col-
lective, the music and performance 
pieces are as wildly varied as the per-
formers themselves.  What binds them 
together is that they are all artists from 
the local Keys Community. 

Choreography from CoffeeMill 
Dance instructors Joseph Goodman, 
Carolyn Cooper, Maurizio Nardi, Tori 
Gregg, Kara Querio, Sheila Bellefleur, 
and Leigh Pujado, will be showcased 
on local professionals and the Coffee-
Mill Young Dance Collective. Talented 
classical guitarist Martina Bevis will re-
turn, collaborating on two new pieces 
with the dancers.  Featured performers 
include Maurizio Nardi from Martha 

Graham Company who will dance 
a classic Graham piece and Daniel 
Gwirtzman from Daniel Gwirtzman 
Dance Company will present two piec-
es of original choreography.

Showtimes are 8PM.
Reserved seats $35 and $25 at key-

stix.com or TWT Box Office (305) 
296-1520 n

Call to Artists for Anne 
Mckee Artist’s Fund 
Auction

The Anne McKee Artists Fund 
of the Florida Keys, Inc. announces a 
Call to Artists for the 2019 Fine Art 
Auction, to take place on Wednesday, 
February 13, 2098 at the Studios of 
Key West.  

The submission period for artwork 
is now open and closes at midnight 
EST on November 15th. To submit an 
online application and an accompany-
ing photo(s) via the online entry form, 
go to www.mckeefund.org. Artists will 
be notified of acceptance no later than 
December 1st.

Due to space and time limitations, 
we are only able to accept 50 entries.  
The Anne McKee Artists Fund of the 
Florida Keys, Inc., in its sole discre-
tion, determines whether or not art 

submitted will be accepted for auction. 
The annual art auction raises money 

for project-based grants to Keys visual, 
literary and performing artists.  Attend-
ees can bid on original paintings, sculp-
ture, photography, fiber art, ceramics, 
mixed media, jewelry and more.

Each participating artist receives 50 
percent of the proceeds from the sale 
of his or her work, while the McKee 
Fund receives the remainder to award 
to other Keys artists for select projects.  
Founded by longtime Key West resi-
dent Anne McKee, the not-for-profit 
fund has awarded more than $280,000 
since 1994.

For more information about the 
Anne McKee Artists Fund and its an-
nual auction and artist grants, visit 
www.mckeefund.org. n
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tails

Tiny the 
Tater Tot
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Tiny, an extra-large American 
Bulldog was sitting alone floating 
on a boat anchored just off Big Pine 
Key, roasting in the hot July sun. The 
big handsome dog was clearly defeat-
ed, appeared hungry and was trying 
to hide from the direct sunlight. His 
white skin was sunburned and his big 
brown eyes were filled with sorrow. 
Twenty four hours after posting the 
abandonment notice on the boat, An-

imal Control Officers from our Mar-
athon Campus returned to the vessel 
and legally removed the gentle giant 
from the confines of his lonely boat. 

Back at the shelter Tiny’s heart was 
clearly broken from being left behind 
by his owner. He was big but thin, 
and his skin was raw from the sun. 
He was hungry and tired and enjoyed 
resting comfortably in his new air con-
ditioned kennel on a nice soft bed. As 
the days passed he became more and 
more comfortable. He enjoyed his 
bath time, loved breakfast and dinner 
and showed interest in playing with 
the other dogs. At the time, the shel-
ter was slowly filling up with big dogs. 
(Although the Florida Keys are consid-
ered to be a pet-friendly community, 
many landlords have no-pet policies, 
or place weight restrictions on permit-
ted dogs. As transient as the Florida 
Keys are, and as hard as it is to find 

housing, many families surrender their 
large-breed dogs when housing with 
big dogs is hard to find. 

That’s where a foster family stepped 
in. As a no-time limit, open admission 
shelter, it’s difficult to balance space and 
housing when suddenly dogs or cats 
come pouring in and fill up every ken-
nel. Foster families provide safe, tempo-
rary housing solutions by offering their 
homes to an animal at the shelter. Our 
foster families often take in puppies, 
kittens, nursing animals, medically ill 
animals, senior pets or simply open up 
their homes when we need space. Tiny 
went to a loving foster family with a 
Black Lab brother and a Shepherd sis-
ter until his forever family would come 
along. As a senior large-breed dog, it 
took five long months before he would 
meet his new family. 

Tiny, affectionately nick named 
“Tater Tot” by his foster mom got 

along with dogs of all sizes. His new 
family already had a lovable senior 
American Bulldog and small Chihua-
hua mix, but they couldn’t help but fall 
in love with Tiny and his story. He is 
now part of a family and is living the 
dream life as a senior pet in a wonder-
ful forever home. Fostering is a great 
way to help two shelter animals in 
need. First, by providing a safe, tem-
porary loving home for a dog at the 
shelter, and secondly, creating space 
for another dog that needs the open 
kennel at one of our Campuses. It also 
helps prepare animals for adoption by 
giving them a chance to live in a home 
where the can fully express their per-
sonality, work to overcome fears, or 
recover from trauma. If you’re interest-
ed in adopting an animal, or learning 
more about our foster program contact 
me at Tammy@fkspca.org. 

INFO: FKSPCA.org 
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Catalonian Kinetics...
 X Continued from page 16

geometric white space of the museum 
which highlights the cathedral in vari-
ous stages. Everything is displayed well 
in informative detail. Antoni Gaudi, a 
visionary and a monk of art was moved 
by both the spiritual and natural world, 
a holistic sorcerer. I saw a huge vertical 
black bell that looked like a concept 
from Kafka, a hanging human figure.

Mom conversed with a guard who 
helped us inside the cathedral: an earth 
shattering space of light and form. My 
blue eyes became Mediterranean sea-
shells forever searching upward to infini-
ty. The dizzying colored circles of stained 
glass prophesized the iPhone screen with 
its digitized app screens. As if to confirm 
this thought, a young Asian tourist was 
taking a selfie with her Hello Kitty.

I went outside and gazed at the Pas-
sion facade. Here, the figures were turned 
away in sadness as Jesus was about to be 
crucified. Some faces had no features. 
This was a film held in motion. It was 
a sand castle imagined from the cosmos. 
It was Dracula’s Castle without Dracula, 
and surrealism before surrealism. There 
was no need for anything else. 

Despite eschewing souvenirs, I buy 
a long pencil, inscribed with Gaudi-
like patterns.

After a tapas dinner, of meatballs and 
grape leaves that taste of the earth. I see a 
poster announcing a protest. 

An alert pops on my iPhone dis-
playing news of a mass shooting in 
Thousand Oaks California. 12 people 
gunned down. My friend Pandora re-
sides there, a mixed media artist who 
knew Salvador Dali well. 

The apocalypse occurred for 12 after 
all, not by a flood of water but with 
another gun obtained legally.

All is quiet and dark from my bed 
under the Catalan night sky. The rays 
from my iPhone replace the moon and 
I am too restless to sleep.

III.
With Petr’s friend George, we rent-

ed a car and headed to the Parc Güell 
designed by Gaudi. I fell asleep with 
the purr of the engine. I was very com-
fortable and don’t remember the time 
it took to fall into slumber.

I woke up going up an elevator and 
into a playground. Apparently, we 
missed a turn but the park was ahead.

Then I saw the hills. Hard steep and 
foreboding. Petr pushed me up the 
hill. Everything looked Medieval to 
me. We reached one hill and then there 
was another, another and yet another. 
There were pensive or unconcerned 
glances from pedestrians. After a good 
twenty minutes and much huffing, we 
reached a clearing of cypress trees and 
then a sweeping view of the whole city, 
including the Sagrada de Familia.

Tourists were everywhere in packs, 
their cameras making insectile chirping 
sounds. I loved seeing the orange stone 
columns harboring loud birds. I knew 
nothing of this park. It was an impromp-
tu safari. In a clearing, an Asian musician 
played a steel drum with his hands which 
produced a birdlike rhythm. 

A very verdant house was right next 
to me exploding with oranges. This was 
where Gaudi wished to construct a com-
munity of homes under the patronage of 
Eusebi Güell. The park was also a loca-
tion in “Vicki Cristina Barcelona” but 
to me I was in the land of Edgar Rice 
Burroughs with the screech of birds that 
might have been pterodactyls.

We headed back. Now my wheels 
were covered with the soil of Anto-
ni Gaudi. It was starting to rain. My 
thoughts reverted to yesterday: who 
knows what lies ahead? 

I only wanted a coffee, strong and 
dark as a dream.

IV.
Light in my room. We set out for 

Figueras to see something of the Dali 
Museum. I did not know what to expect. 

Once again the hum of the Mer-
cedes SUV got to me, slumber hit in 
five minutes.

When I opened my eyes, green fields 
were in front of me. Yellow hay in the 
shape of houses. Field after field. Stubby 

trees like cacti. A few car dealerships. I 
saw a sign that read IANO and I took it 
as good luck because it was like my name.

I thought of all the European mov-
ies that I had seen, “The Trip” and the 
work of Michael Haneke, the dark 
foreboding of the country but here it 
was in front of my face. A mountain 
came into view using a cloud as a blan-
ket. After a few turns we had arrived 
in what looked like a giant pin-cushion 
crowned with eggs and dotted with 
French rolls: The Teatro Dali Museum.

A pale dark haired lady with wild 
Dalian features—- olive skin and live-
ly eyes—- led my mom and I inside 
the museum. Here was a recreation of 
Rainy Taxi, Dali’s piece for the Galerie 
Beaux-Arts in Paris. An actual taxi that 
is heavy, dark and subterranean. This 
mixed media piece was the work of Ed 
Kienholz before Kienholz existed.

We took a left to some small works 
that Dali did in the 1920s. Minimal 
pieces, predominately blue with red 
bands. There were a few others with 
tacks made to resemble black flies.

A few moments later, we were in a 
room of Dali’s jewelry, coiled snakes, 
suns and astrological symbols in gold. 

Abruptly with a slight tingle in the 
arm it hit me. Dali’s tomb. Here he 
was buried. 

The letters hit me across the face: n
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2018 Samuel House’s “Men in Paradise” 
By Guy deBoer
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2018 Samuel House’s “Men in Paradise” 
By Guy deBoer
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Support the arts by shopping? Key West Art & 
Historical Society’s “Museum Store Sunday” is 
one way you can
Transcend the typical retail ex-
perience during Key West Art & His-
torical Society’s participation in  “Mu-
seum Store Sunday,” set this year for 
Sunday, November 25 from 9:30am 
- 4:30pm at their four museum stores 
at Custom House, Key West Light-
house and Keeper’s Quarters, Tennes-
see Williams and Fort East Martello 
Museums. The annual international 
shop-for-a-cause campaign and event 
organized by the Museum Store As-
sociation aims to be THE global 
annual day to “Be a Patron,” where 
shoppers can spend conscientiously 
and support museum stores and their 
missions. More than 700 museums—
from three continents, ten countries, 
and all 50 US states—are slated to 
participate with special events and 
promotions.  

“Giving back, by way of shopping, 
is an easy way to help support the 
Arts,” says Dan Ayers-Price, the So-
ciety’s Director of Retail Operations 
and a past Florida Chapter President 
of the Museum Store Association.  

Sunday’s giving will be instant-
ly reciprocated, as the Society’s 
museum stores will offer 25% off 
any purchase over $25 during the 
event.  Society members can show 
their membership cards to get 30% 
off any item, no minimum purchase 
required. All museum store purchas-
es directly support Key West Art & 
Historical Society exhibitions and 
educational programming, that day 
and throughout the year.  

Shoppers will find a wide selec-
tion of fun, functional, and fabulous 
wonders carefully curated to reflect 
the essence and history of Key West. 
“We carry a broad range of items to 
fit every budget and are proud to 
have local artists and authors repre-
sented,” says Ayers-Price.  “We strive 
for items that are either made locally, 
regionally, or USA made. Handcraft-
ed, recycled materials, and fair trade 

items are also becoming more and 
more popular.”

While there is only one Museum 
Store Sunday each year, the Society 
encourages shoppers to “Be A Pa-
tron” of their and other museum 
stores all year round to help support 
their missions. 

“If the world can get excited about 
Shop Small Saturday or Cyber Mon-
day, then we can all contribute to 

the arts by patronizing a museum 
store on Museum Store Sunday,” says 
Ayers-Price. “Come and explore all 
the exciting new market finds for the 
season along with collections-related 
products and you’ll be supporting the 
mission of the Society.”

For more information, visit kwahs.
org or contact Director of Retail Op-
erations Dan Ayers-Price at dayers@
kwahs.org or 305-295-6616 x 104. n

Dan Ayers-Price (rt), Key West Art & Historical Society Director of Retail Operations, and Lynn Clark, Assistant 
Director of Retail Operations, assist Sonya Morris and Kenson Quash of Trinidad in selecting a Swarovski 
crystal and enameled figurine box in the museum store at the Custom House Museum. This year’s special Mu-
seum Store Sunday event takes place at all four Key West Art & Historical Society museum stores on Sunday, 
November 25 from 9:30am-4:30pm.
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Playing music from the best local
and visiting musicians.

We’re also the Keys’ source for local, state
and national news and weather forecasts.

Relax and listen to the unique sounds, stories and
personalities that make the Florida Keys so unique!

And it’s easy to find us...
visit KonkNet.com/Radio or through the

phone apps, or listen to us on Alexa.

Community Radio
for Key West and
the Florida Keys
is BACK!

Comedy Key West at BottleCap
Comedy Key West presents pro-
fessional standup comedians Eddie 
Brill and Tom Dustin. They will be 
performing after talented local comics 
warm up the stage at The BottleCap. 

Eddie Brill performs Thursday and 
Friday November 15th and 16th. For 
seventeen years Eddie worked on The 
Late Show with David Letterman as 
the audience warm-up and for eleven 
of those years, he was the Comedy Tal-
ent Coordinator. Eddie has taped more 
than 100 TV shows in six different 
countries…including ten appearances 
on The Late Show…and an appear-
ance on the FX hit series, “Louie.” A 
3-time MAC award winner for Out-
standing Male Comic in NYC, he has 
hosted and performed for hundreds of 

corporate events, has been the audience 
warm-up for many large acts and has 
appeared in numerous films.

Tom Dustin performs next Tues-
day, Wednesday and Friday, Novem-
ber 20th, 21st and 23rd, Thanksgiving 
week. Hilarious Tom is truly a Key 
West favorite, hence the three holiday 
week shows! He is the only American to 
ever win the Great Canadian Laugh-off 
and was also the winner of the Sam Ad-

ams Comedy Festival. He’s performed 
on Comedy Central, The Comedy 
Channel and numerous radio shows, 
podcasts, festivals, tours and roasts. 
His recent debut album, “Dangerous 
Now”, made it to the top 5 on iTunes. 

Doors open at 7:30 PM and Show-
time is at 8:30. For more information 
about the comedians and to purchase 
tickets ($15) visit www.comedykey-
west.com. Bottlecap is at 1128 Simon-
ton Street in Key West. n

Eddie Brill Tom Dustin
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Just what Key West needs: Affordable apartments 
at Sunset Marina - with water views!

BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE WRITER

Have you checked the cost of 
renting an apartment in Key West late-
ly? It’s not for the faint of heart!

Unsurprisingly in a city like Key 
West, with an extremely limited 
amount of available space, the price 
of rental housing has soared in recent 
years, thanks in part to illegal short-
term rentals, and Hurricane Irma.

But help is on the way: At the 
Sunset Marina Apartment Homes, 
5555 College Rd., there are dozens 
of two-bedroom, two-bathroom units 
available now, in a project that shows 
the possibilities for decent affordable 
housing here.

The brainchild of developer Bob 
Pabian of Stock Island Apartments, 
Sunset Marina is an attempt to pro-
vide area workers with dignified and 
stable long-term housing, at a reason-
able price. A grand opening, complete 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
Mayor Craig Cates, attests to the im-
portance of projects like Pabian’s to 
Key West and the rest of the Keys.

“Rental apartments are necessary 
for the Florida Keys, and Key West in 
particular,” said Pabian, who has lived 
in Key West for over 20 years, and has 
been involved in numerous develop-
ment projects in Monroe County. “In 
this project we have 60 units, with 38 
designated as working force rate. These 

As regular readers of this space know, each week Konk Life profiles one of the many wonderful homes 
listed for sale in Key West and the Florida Keys. However, as regular readers are also aware, the affordable 
residential rental market in Key West is extremely tight, a situation that bears directly on their enjoyment 
of Key West life, should they choose to purchase here. For that reason, Konk Life offers the following story, 
about affordable rental units at the Sunset Marina Apartment Homes.

Mayor Craig Cates celebrates the grand opening of the Sunset Marina 
Apartment Homes, on Oct. 18, 2018.
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are all long-term, one-year rentals. It’s 
all for local housing.”

Ranging in monthly rent from $1,500 
to $2,900, depending on income, the 
800 square-foot units are all laid out the 
same, with two good-sized bedrooms 
and bathrooms, airy, open-concept liv-

ing and dining areas, and brand new 
kitchens, with dishwashers and other 
stainless steel appliances.

“We didn’t segregate the affordable 
units from the market rate ones,” Pa-
bian added. “The development is all 
mixed, and everyone has access to the 

facilities, like the 24-hour gym. It’s set 
up to be a community, and not just an-
other apartment complex.”

Besides the gym, other features on 
offer to all residents included designat-
ed parking spaces, located in well-lit, 
bricked parking areas. There’s a Dog 

Park, swimming pool, centralized mail-
box stations, optional storage facilities, 
a kayak launch area, and barbecue place.

Each apartment offers 9-foot ceilings 
with crown moldings, vinyl plank simu-

The common areas at the Sunset Marina Apartment Homes are clean, 
spacious, and brand new.

The heated swimming pool, and barbecue areas, are available to all 
residents.

All the units at the Sunset Marina Apartments offer shiny new kitchens, 
with stainless steel appliances, including dishwarshers.

 X Continued on next page

Parking areas are well-light and safe.
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5

lated wood flooring, simulated granite 
countertops, wood mini-blinds, ceiling 
fans, large closets, full-sized washer and 
dryers, and kitchen pantrys. The build-
ings themselves are built to the highest 
of storm specification in the state, and 
survived Hurricane Irma while still un-
der construction.

The neighborhood is located within 
walking distance of Gerald Adams El-
ementary School, Florida Keys Com-
munity College, Tennessee Williams 

Theatre, the Lower Keys Medical Cen-
ter, and the Key West Golf Course.

So, take the plunge today, and make 
an appointment to see what’s on offer 
at Sunset Marina. Be one of the lucky 
ones who gets in on the (so to speak) 
ground floor!

For more information, call Property 
Manager Mayra Meckel at 305-780-
7176 or email mayra@pelagicproper-
tymanagement.com

keysscribe@aol.com

Playing music from the best local
and visiting musicians.

We’re also the Keys’ source for local, state
and national news and weather forecasts.

Relax and listen to the unique sounds, stories and
personalities that make the Florida Keys so unique!

And it’s easy to find us...
visit KonkNet.com/Radio or through the

phone apps, or listen to us on Alexa.

Community Radio
for Key West and
the Florida Keys
is BACK!

The gym at Sunset Marina Apartments is open to residents 24 hours 
a day.



F L O R I D A  K E Y S

30
www.konklife.com • NOVEMBER 15-21, 2018KONK Life Real Estate • www.konklife.com • NOVEMBER 2018

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

  Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number 

 165 Cutlass Ln., Cudjoe Key 4BR/3BA ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750  

   Sandra Tuttle, American Caribbean Real Estate 305-923-9161

 1604 Duncan St., Key West 1BR/1BA Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276  

 916 White St., Key West 2BR/1BA Jon Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty 305-433-0552  

   Janine Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty 305-433-1911

 259 Golf Club Dr., Key West 3BR/2.5BA Erik Lemon, Elegant Florida Living & Key West Business Brokers 305-395-1067  

    

 216 Fleming St, Key West, FL33040 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty 508-269-8565  

    305-296-7078

Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island
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Cudjoe Key
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Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

RE/MAX All Keys RE/MAX All Keys 27/09/18  $1,79,000.00  $1,75,000.00 5555 College Rd 2000 Slip 0 Yes 5

Re/Max Keys Connection Coldwell Banker Schmitt 28/09/18  $3,49,000.00  $3,30,000.00 118 Golf Club 1997 Townhouse 2 No 4

Coastal Collection Truman & Co. 28/09/18  $4,25,000.00  $4,10,000.00 3207 Eagle 1984 Townhouse 2 No 4

RE/MAX  Advance Realty Coldwell Banker Schmitt 26/09/18  $7,19,900.00  $6,95,000.00 1612 Bahama 1969 Single Fam 3 Yes 3

Truman & Co. Coastal Collection 27/09/18  $7,75,000.00  $7,40,000.00 3308 Flagler 1985 Single Fam 5 No 3

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Preferred Properties 28/09/18  $2,95,000.00  $2,79,000.00 3312 Northside Dr, #315 1980 Condo 2 No 3

Keller Williams KW Compass Key West Properties 28/09/18  $4,35,000.00  $4,27,500.00 2601 Roosevelt Blvd, #207A 1967 Condo 1 No 3

Old Town Realty Old Town Realty 28/09/18  $3,99,000.00  $3,77,500.00 2108 Harris 1950 Single Fam 2 No 3

Sellstate Island Properties Outside Of MLS 01/10/18  $3,19,900.00  $3,25,000.00 1301 1St 1958 Single Fam 2 No 3

Coldwell Banker Schmitt BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 01/10/18  $4,15,000.00  $4,04,000.00 2100 Fogarty 1949 Single Fam 3 No 3

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Outside Of MLS 27/09/18  $4,49,000.00  $4,35,000.00 3029 Roosevelt Blvd, #11 2002 Townhouse 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Truman & Co. 28/09/18  $9,95,000.00  $9,90,000.00 1221 Olivia 1948 Single Fam 3 No 2

Bascom Grooms Real Estate BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 28/09/18  $16,95,000.00  $16,00,000.00 403-405 Caroline 1912 Multi-Unit 4 No 1

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 28/09/18  $22,95,000.00  $21,50,000.00 1309 Villa Mill 1938 Single Fam 5 No 1

Ocean Sotheby's International BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 02/10/18  $9,99,000.00  $9,35,000.00 1506 South 1943 Single Fam 3 No 1

Bascom Grooms Real Estate Island Group Realty 12/10/18  $9,29,000.00  $9,40,000.00 22 Allamanda 1977 Single Fam 3 Yes 5

Sellstate Island Properties Conch Realty 08/10/18  $5,06,500.00  $5,21,000.00 3700 Pearlman Ct 1978 Single Fam 3 No 4

Coastal Collection Coastal Collection 10/10/18  $7,85,000.00  $7,85,000.00 1623 Venetian Dr 1992 Single Fam 3 Yes 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 15/10/18  $2,674.83  $48,934.86 3100 Flagler Ave,B 1981 Commercial 0 No 3

KW Vacation Properties & Realty Truman & Co. 16/10/18  $5,40,000.00  $5,40,000.00 1202 11Th 1958 Single Fam 3 No 3

Century 21 All Keys BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 10/10/18  $4,69,000.00  $4,55,000.00 3029 Roosevelt Blvd, #17 2002 Townhouse 2 No 2

Key West Realty Coldwell Banker Schmitt 10/10/18  $3,50,000.00  $3,45,000.00 623 Thomas St, C 1928 Condo 1 No 1

Ocean Sotheby's International Doug Mayberry Real Estate 15/10/18  $42,00,000.00  $36,00,000.00 809 Truman 1891 Commercial 10 No 1

Doug Mayberry Real Estate Key West Luxury Real Estate 16/10/18  $4,90,000.00  $4,90,000.00 306 Amelia 1939 Single Fam 4 No 1

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 16/10/18  $5,50,000.00  $5,50,000.00 1118 Varela 1943 Single Fam 2 No 1

Key West Vacation Prop & Realty Coldwell Banker Schmitt 19/10/18  $5,49,000.00  $5,40,000.00 2311 Patterson Ave 1963 Single Fam 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Preferred Properties 17/10/18  $14,99,000.00  $14,00,000.00 611 William St 1933 Multi-Unit 5 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 17/10/18  $7,500.00  $3,06,000.00 824 Duval St, Lower 1933 Commercial 0 No 1

Preferred Properties Truman & Co. 17/10/18  $6,49,000.00  $6,40,000.00 1109 Petronia St 1923 Duplex 2 No 1

Royal Palms Realty Coastal Collection 17/10/18  $6,14,000.00  $6,14,000.00 228 Truman Ave 1928 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 17/10/18  $6,45,000.00  $6,40,000.00 620 Thomas St, #154 1991 Condo 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Truman & Co. 17/10/18  $30,00,000.00  $30,00,000.00 415 William St 1923 Commercial 10 No 1

Re/Max Keys Connection RE/MAX KEYS CONNECTION 18/10/18  $42,000.00  $69,50,140.00 130 Duval St 1984 Commercial 0 No 1

Truman & Co. Last Key Realty 19/10/18  $21,00,000.00  $20,00,000.00 821 Waddell 2015 Single Fam 3 No 1

Sellstate Island Properties Outside Of MLS 19/10/18  $7,94,900.00  $7,58,752.50 813 Shavers Ln 1928 Single Fam 3 No 1

Preferred Properties BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 19/10/18  $14,75,000.00  $14,25,000.00 1021 Fleming St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 1

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for Oct 3rd, 2018 thru October 23rd, 2018




