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BY MILLARD MCCLEARY
Executive Program Director

Dear Editor,

Reef Relief strongly encourag-
es the City Commission and the res-
idents of Key West to support a pro-
posed ordinance stating that it shall 
be unlawful to sell, offer for sale, or 
distribute for sale in the City of Key 
West any SPF sunscreen protection 
personal care product that contains 
Oxybenzone or Octinoxate, or both, 
without a medically-licensed pre-
scription. As a leader in preserving 
and protecting our coral reef ecosys-

tems for over 31 years, Reef Relief 
prides ourselves for focusing only rig-
orous science as a tool to educate our 
Key West community and visitors. 
There are numerous scientific studies 
that have led to the conclusion that 
chemicals Oxybenzone and Octinox-
ate are harmful to coral reefs, other 
marine life, and even our own bodies. 
We highly recommend that the City 
of Key West pass this Ordinance in 
order to preserve one of the most bio-
diverse and fragile ecosystems in the 
world. 

The vast majority of issues regard-
ing the health of our coral reef ecosys-
tems are human related. In the past 

20 years, over half of Florida’s Barrier 
Reef has disappeared due to poor wa-
ter quality, ocean acidification, coral 
bleaching, and contact with a large 
portion of the 3 million tourists that 
visit Key West every year. It is nearly 
too late for our corals; therefore, it is 
extremely important that we act now 
in order to secure a future for the reef. 
Passing this ordinance is finally our 
chance to set precedence for the rest of 
the Florida Keys, the State of Florida, 
and our nation. 

There are numerous effects chem-
icals such as Oxybenzone and Octi-
noxate have on our coral reef ecosys-

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

FURNITURE • INTERIOR DESIGN •  WINDOW TREATMENTS

KITCHENS • BATHS • FLOORING

Stunning design.
Worry-free

   installation.   
Amazing results!

All work performed by LOCAL, 
LICENSED & INSURED contractors.www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

KEY LARGO
305-451-5700

MM 99
in the Median

KEY WEST
305-295-6400

Next to Publix,
Searstown

MARATHON
305-743-4397

MM 50
Oceanside

Actions 
Speak
BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

What does it mean if an 
American President and Commander 
in Chief sends military forces TO our 
Southern border (where ICE contin-
ues to rip children from families and 
incarcerate them);  while betraying our 
Kurdish allies and helping enemy dicta-
tors, Putin of Russia and Assad of Syria, 
by REMOVING our forces from Syria?

It means we need a president who, 
like all his or her predecessors, will do 
the opposite:  Protect America, sup-
port our allies and unequivocally hold 
our adversaries accountable. n

Support a proposed ordinance

 X Continued on page 4
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Bike/pedestrian master plan ready 
for its close up
BY PRU SOWERS
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Reading through 
the 76-page proposed 
Key West Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan 
is to enter a perfect 

world of stress-free biking and walk-
ing throughout the 4.2 square miles 
that make up the city and adjoining 
Stock Island.

Clearly-marked bike lanes and pedes-
trian trails connect throughout the city, 
allowing safe transverse through and 
around the island. Signs show bikers 
and walkers where they are and how to 

get to their destination, complete with 
trail markers highlighting prominent 
locations and events. Off-street paths 
give bicyclists and pedestrians a direct 
route through developed property and 
alongside roads. “Bike boxes” create 
space for bicyclists to position them-
selves for a left turn. A “multi-modal 
transfer center” at the Key West Inter-
national Airport allows visitors to rent 
bikes as soon as they deplane, the rental 
fee including the cost of transporting 
their luggage to their destination. 

“The design of walking and bik-
ing facilities should take advantage of 
Key West’s unique sense of place and 
sweeping ocean views while provid-

ing frequent benches, shade, and wa-
ter fountains along the way,” the draft 
master plan states.

More than two years in the making, 
the proposed master plan, which will 
go before Key West City Commis-
sioners at their Jan. 15 meeting, is a 
major contribution to the city’s efforts 
to reduce traffic congestion and help 
alleviate the parking shortage. It also 
addresses the safety issues that for the 
past 10 years put Key West on top of 97 
other Florida communities with a pop-
ulation between 15,000 and 75,000 
for bicycle injuries and fatalities. The 
city also waivers between third and 
12th place for pedestrian injuries and 

fatalities, according to the draft master 
plan, which was created by Toole De-
sign Group, a Maryland-based consul-
tant specializing in alternative trans-
portation planning.

But like any good idea that involves 
potentially substantial infrastructure 
changes, there is a cost. And the es-
timated cost of the far-reaching pro-
posed master plan is significant; in-
cluding a first-phase project estimate 
of $9.6 million to create a “short-
term network” of connected bike and 
walking paths that share space on and 
alongside existing roadways.

• COHIBA  •  ROMEO Y JULIETA  •  MONTECRISTO
•  ROCKY PATEL  •  ARTURO FUENTE

~ All Brand Name Cigars ~
Hookas, Hookah Tobaccos, & Tobacco Accessories

HAND-ROLLED CUBAN LEAF CIGARS

POINT BREAK
CIGAR FACTORY
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305.295.6110
PointBreakCigars.com

 X Continued on page 4

FL Lic#30205

Some Things Just Keep Getting Better
Come In and See for Yourself: 

New Treatments, Facilities, Products and More.
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tems. These chemicals have been found to damage 
coral DNA, disrupt critical growth during coral’s 
juvenile stage, and makes corals more susceptible 
to disease and bleaching. It has been found to cause 
many allergic reactions in humans and is linked 
to Hirschsprung’s disease. The American Contact 
Dermatitis Society even listed Oxybenzone at the 
2014 Allergen of the Year 

Not only does mineral based sunscreen bet-
ter protect from the sun’s powerful rays but, it is 
just as accessible to the general public as chem-
ical sunscreen. Many leading sunscreen compa-
nies already offer mineral based sunscreen prod-

ucts. Since major brands currently provide ocean 
friendly alternatives, a year-long phase out of 
products containing Oxybenzone and Octinoxate 
would be extremely feasible.

We know the negative affects chemical sun-
screens have on the coral reefs, marine animals, 
and our human health. We know the advantages of 
mineral sunscreens and that it is readily available to 
the community and visitors. This is not a matter of 
liking sunscreen or not, it is a matter of protecting 
our skin and protecting our reefs for many genera-
tions to come. The Reef Relief staff and board fully 
supports ocean friendly sunscreen and advises the 
City Commissioners and City Major to support 
the Sunscreen Ordinance at the City Commission 
meeting on January 15th. n

d e c e m b e r  27, 2 0 1 8 - j a n u a r y  2, 2 0 1 9
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“The Short-Term Network includes a limited 
number of dedicated bicycle facilities, instead re-
lying on existing trails and signed bike routes to 
complete the network. It maintains on-street park-
ing as it exists today, provides very little separation 
between [car and bike] modes, and can be imple-
mented with pavement markings and signage for 
relatively low costs,” according to the master plan.

The second phase, the “Vision Network,” clocks 
in at just under $19 million.

“The Vision Network features several new facili-
ty types, including separated bike lanes, people pri-
ority streets and bicycle boulevards. Implementing 
these types of facilities requires moving the curb 
line, and in some cases, creating off-street parking 
options. The level of separation between [bike and 
car] modes is much higher, as are implementation 
costs,” the master plan stated.  

Aware of funding challenges, Toole Design 
Group broke the plan recommendations into piec-

es, allowing city officials to pick and choose how 
they want to proceed in order to spread out the 
cost. Jeff Ciabotti, the master plan project manager 
from Toole Design Group, said signage for bikers 
and walkers can be the first step, improving non-
car transportation options.

“Signage can be tremendously helpful,” Ciabotti 
said. “Just letting people know where they are and 
how to get where they want to go.”

The master plan draft sets out recommendations 
on the quickest and easiest pieces to implement, 
such as painted bike lane marking on streets already 
listed in the city repaving plan. The next steps that 
could be implemented as funding is found would 
coincide with the city’s current capital improve-
ment plan, which sets out various street and public 
park improvements over the next five years.

“Across the board, we got really good feedback,” 
Ciabotti said, referring to a series of meetings and 
presentations of the master plan to city officials 
and transportation advisory group volunteers in 
mid-December. “There seems to be a really strong 
will to get it done.” n

Key West Poetry Guild Monthly 
Meeting Sunday January 6th
Key West, Dec 22

The Key West Poetry Guild meets Sunday 
January 6th 7pm at the Key west Library. The fea-

tured poet is Jerry Howard. Howard’s poetry is in-
sightful,ardent,playful, and right on spot. All are 
welcome to join in with original work of their own.
FREE. Info 305 292 3595. n
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Bergh to speak at Florida Keys Audubon on Jan 2
Key West, Dec 20

The Florida Keys Audubon 
Society invites people to kick off the 
new year by learning about the natural 
world that surrounds them. Our first 
speaker in 2019 will be Chris Bergh 
of the Nature Conservancy. He will 
be speaking on Wednesday, January 2 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Key West Garden 
Club, 1100 Atlantic Boulevard.

Bergh is the South Florida Program 
Manager for the Nature Conservancy. 
He talk will be about “Natural Solu-

tions for Coastal Hazards in the Flor-
ida Keys.”

“Natural systems and native species 
are intrinsically valuable and also vital 
to individuals and society in innumer-
able ways,” said Bergh.

Recent experience with Hurricane 
Irma demonstrated that natural sys-
tems helped reduce flooding and ero-
sion as well as wind damage in the 
Keys. With coastal hazards, insurance 
rates, and awareness of these risks 
on the rise, people who already care 
about birds and their habitat may 

be interested to learn how 
these interests intersect,” 
said Bergh.

Bergh grew up in the 
Keys and has worked on 
many environmental proj-
ects in South Florida, rang-
ing from pulling Brazilian 
pepper seedlings out of rac-
coon droppings to planning 
nature-based solutions for 
sea level rise adaptation in 
Downtown Miami. 

Admissions is free and open 
to anyone who is interested.

For more information 
email keysaudubon@gmail.
com or leave a voicemail at 
305-771-5807. nMark Hedden, Executive Director, Florida 

Keys Audubon Society.
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Living the
SOFIA

is the owner of
Shakti Yoga
& Mayanjali
Juice Bar.

She came to Key
West over 30 years
ago she loves her
healthful business,

living here and
raising her lovely

family in the island.

“Key West offers
us simplicity with

a tight-knit
community and,
of course, IT IS

PARADISE!”

Sofia and her
family are living
the KONK LIFE!

Hernandez Selected for All-State Chorus
BY CARLI MORELL AND GRACE 
HUTCHINSON
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITERS

Key West High School student 
Amber Hernandez has been chosen 
for the Florida all-state chorus. The 
all-state choruses are highly selective 
groups from Florida’s high schools. An 
excellent singer, Hernandez will have 
the opportunity to participate in the 
program after winter break. 

Hernandez says that she felt ecstatic 
when she found out that she was se-
lected for the all-state chorus, “because 
it is so much work to get in, and it’s 
extremely competitive.” In addition, 
this achievement will open more col-
lege opportunities for her.

Hernandez describes her favorite 
part of chorus, “I enjoy the musicality 
of it, when we can all work together to 
create something beautiful and mean-
ingful through music.” She adds that 
singing is something that makes her 
feel happy and is something that she 
really enjoys doing. 

As early as first grade, Hernandez 
developed her love for music, when 
she joined the steel pan band at Gerald 
Adams Elementary with teacher Nora 
Revelin. “I never really got into sing-
ing until seventh grade when Horace 
O’Bryant Elementary started their 
choir program,” Hernandez states, but 
adds that as she grew up, she loved us-
ing her voice to “express herself and all 
the music around her.”

The all-state choruses are talented 
groups of students from Florida high 
schools who are brought together for 
the purposes of rehearsing and per-
forming selected music with conduc-
tors. Hernandez will be singing in the 
next FMEA (Florida Music Educators 

Association) Professional Develop-
ment Conference, and all-state dates 
are January 9–12 in Tampa.

Since her first time singing, Her-
nandez fell in love with the art, and 
her love for music is reflected in this 
amazing accomplishment. n

Amber Hernandez, a Key West High School student who was selected for 
Florida all-state chorus. 
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there is no vaccine. there is no cure.
but there is a once-daily prescribed pill

you can take to help prevent HIV-infection.
FIND OUT IF YOU SHOULD BE SAYING

 YEP TO PrEP!

305.296.6196

WRAP IT UP!WRAP IT UP!

OR WE’LL COME TO YOU!
HOUSE CALL HIV TESTING

Santa reminds you to
play safe...pick up a
condom packet at a

Key West guesthouse,
nightspot or Duval Street shop.

www.AHMonroe.org

Getting Crafty for Christmas
BY GILLIAN WEINHOFER
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITER

Sugarloaf School’s 30th an-
nual craft fair took place on De-
cember 1. Catarina Dubyk-Cassi-
dy, a freshman at Key West High 
School, explains how this annual 
event brings holiday joy to many 
people, “When I was at the craft 
fair, the things that were always 
in sight were art, happy people, 
and loads of creativity.”

The in addition to local craft 
vendors and food, the craft fair at 
Sugarloaf also featured a Scholastic 
book fair, which gives children and 
their parents an opportunity to go 
to the Media Center and look at 

all the books, journals, posters, 
and even games that they have to 
offer, items that would make great 
educational Christmas presents.

Not only is the craft fair a place 
to go where people can show off 
what they know how to do and 
what they like to do for a profit, 
there was also delicious food for 
sale. Every year, the organizers of 
the Sugarloaf craft fair improve it 
by adding new things or revising 
the old ones. For instance, this 
year they included Nathan’s Hot 
Dogs as a vendor for their visi-
tors. Along with that, the PTO 
(Parent Teacher Organization) 
started pictures with Santa about 
two years ago, where visitors pay 

$6 to get pictures with Santa. 
All the hard work of the Sug-

arloaf staff, PTO, and volunteers 
paid off, as this year’s craft fair 
had a considerable turnout of 
people. Dubyk-Cassidy describes 
this event as “fun, creative, and 
inspiring,” and adds that her rat-
ing of this event would be “ten 
or higher.” To most people, this 
event is a place for them to do 
holiday shopping and visit the 
school’s campus with a chance to 
see local artists in action. Further-
more, the 30th annual Sugarloaf 
craft fair “provided more than 
one could ask for” and set high 
hopes for this long-standing holi-
day tradition next year. n

Sugarloaf staff, PTO, and volunteers successfully 
put together the 30th annual craft fair. 
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Key West Garden Club January 3, 2019 meeting
Key West, Dec 20

Join nature photographer, 
author and conservationist Kirsten 
Hines to learn container gardening 
techniques for tropical South Flor-
ida. She’ll discuss benefits, chal-
lenges, and management methods 
for transforming small or soil-de-
prived areas into fruit groves, veg-
etable patches, flower gardens, 
and, native plantings. Drawing 
upon the recommendations in her 
award-winning book Attracting 

Birds to South Florida Gardens, 
she’ll highlight how container gar-
dens can provide wildlife habitat 
and contribute to the re-greening 
of South Florida’s urban areas.

The Key West Garden Club is 
pleased to have Kirsten join us at 
the West Martello Fort on Atlan-
tic Blvd. on Thursday, January 3, 
2019 at 1:30 pm. The meeting 
is held in the pavilion and is free 
and open to the public. For infor-
mation contact Jane Tiedeman at 
305-923-3820. n
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Cordially invites you to our delectable

Reservations (305) 296-8100
3841 N. Roosevelt Blvd.

New    Year’s Celebration 

Special Menu,
Champagne Toast at Midnight

 & Party Favors

December 31, 2018

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Bobby Nesbit
5 pm - 9 pm

Carmen Rodriguez & Michael Thomas
9 pm - 12 am

FOOD SALES  DONATED TO:  TAKE  STOCK IN  CHILDREN
ADDIT IONAL  SUPPORT BY  GOLDMAN’S  DEL I  &  ROTARY CLUB OF  KEY  WEST

MUSIC BY DJ TOP JIMMY OF SOUNDWAVE PRODUCTION

3841 N Roosevelt Blvd, Key West, FL 33040 | 305.296.8100

GLOGLO
FIREWORKS START AT 9PM IN THE GULF
OFF THE MARRIOTT BEACHSIDE BEACH

Complimentary Family  friendly  “Glo items and face  paint ing for kids”

6PM TILL END
OF FIREWORKS

dec 30
SUNDAY

Zoey Townsend, 6, left, and Macey 

Robinson, 9, right, try on festive holiday 

headpieces created by Christina Clapp 

during Key West Art & Historical Society’s 

3rdannual Holiday Concert & Bazaar on 

Wednesday evening. Held at the iconic 

Custom House Museum, the celebration 

featured some of the island’s finest 

artisans, musicians and choirs and 

attracted an estimated 3,000+ revelers. 

The annual festivity is one of many Key 

West Holiday Fest events taking place 

at multiple venues island-wide through 

December 31. (Photo: Carol Tedesco/

KeyWestHolidayFest.com)
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New Resorts, Transportation Options and 
Attractions Enhance the Florida Keys & Key West
Florida Keys, Dec 18

The Florida Keys are bustling as 
new resorts continue to be unveiled 
throughout the destination.

New sustainable transportation op-
tions have been added in Islamorada’s 
Upper Matecumbe Key and expanded 
in Key West. Additionally, new airlift 
is coming to Key West from New York 
City and has been launched from Flor-
ida’s West Palm Beach.

Attractions continue to showcase 
sustainability and protection of the 
Keys’ natural resources and the island 
chain’s surrounding waters, protected 
by the Florida Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary.

Here’s what’s new:

Keys Accommodations
In Key Largo, the adults-only Bunga-
lows Key Largo, a 12-acre 135-unit 
“luxury inclusive” resort is scheduled 
to open Dec. 20 as the Key’s first 
all-inclusive resort. It is to be managed 
by Noble House Hotels & Resorts.

Visit BungalowsKeyLargo.com or 
call 866-801-0195.

The new 200-room, 13-acre Baker’s 
Cay Resort, at mile marker 97 bayside 
in Key Largo, is accepting bookings for 
stays beginning Feb. 28.

Visit bakerscayresort.com or call 
305-852-5553.

In Islamorada, the 24-acre, 115-
room Islander Resort at mile marker 
82.1 oceanside is to partially reopen in 
late December, unveiling a full trans-
formation as a greenhotels.com part-
ner member.

Visit islanderfloridakeys.com or call 
305-664-2031.

Marathon’s 24-acre, 199-unit Isla 
Bella Beach Resort, located at the 

Seven Mile Bridgeoceanside at mile 
marker 47, is scheduled to open in 
March with a 4,000-square-foot spa, 
five pools, four food and beverage 
concepts, a marina and more than 
24,000 square feet of meeting and 
event space.

Visit islabellabeachresort.com or 
call 844-752-2352.

In Key West, the 148-unit Parrot 
Key Hotel & Villas is partially open 
with a full refurbishment, poolside 
Tortuga Bar, on-site bicycles and jet 
skis. Guests are greeted with a signa-
ture welcome cocktail..

Parrot Key is located at 2801 N. 
Roosevelt Blvd. Visit parrotkeyhotel.
com or call 888-974-9813.

The 64-unit all-suite Laureate Key 
West has opened, appointed with 
“coastal chic” rooms with full kitchen-
ettes including refrigerator, stove top, 
microwave and dishwasher.

The Laureate is located at 3444 N. 
Roosevelt Blvd.

Visit  thelaureatekeywest.com or 
call 305-296-7593.

Keys Transportation
Need a ride on Islamorada’s Upper Mate-
cumbe Key after shopping or dining?

Freebee Islamorada is operating a 
new free electric vehicle ride service 
Thursdays through Sundays. A six-
month trial was launched Nov. 29 by 
the Village of Islamorada and Freebee.

Freebee’s service is offered Thursdays 
and Fridays from 4 p.m. to midnight, Sat-
urdays from noon to midnight, and Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. The service is 
not offered Monday through Wednesday.

To download the Freebee app, visit 
islamorada.fl.us/news_detail_T13_
R188.php orridefreebee.com/ or call 
305-502-4191.

Delta Air Lines is to launch new 
seasonal service between New York’s 
LaGuardia and Key West Internation-
al airports, with Saturday flights from 
March 9 through Aug. 31. 

Visit delta.com or call 800-221-1212, 
or eyw.com or call 305-809-5200.

Southern Airways Express offers new 
roundtrip daily weekday and twice-dai-
ly weekend service to Key West from 
West Palm Beach on Cessna Caravan 
nine-passenger turboprop aircraft.

Visit iFlySouthern.com or call 800-
329-0485.

Key West’s free Duval Loop bus has 
expanded its service, operating daily from 
6 a.m. to midnight year-round with 18 
stops for easy car-free access to Mallory 
Square, Truman Waterfront Park and 
many of the island’s popular attractions. 

Visit carfreekeywest.com or call 
305-809-3911.

Keys Attractions
Islamorada’s Florida Keys History & 
Discovery Center at Islander Resort, 
mile marker 82, has unveiled a new Cor-
al Reef Exploration exhibit with three 
aquariums, educational storyboards, in-
teractive kiosks and video monitors.

Visit keysdiscovery.com or call 305-
922-2237.

In Marathon, Florida Keys Aquari-
um Encounters now offers tank certi-
fication packages and occasional visits 
by “mermaids” during special events.

Visit floridakeysaquariumencoun-
ters.com or call 305-407-3262.

On Big Pine Key, the Florida Keys 
National Wildlife Refuges Nature 
Center is scheduled to open in January.

The new center, with 1,500 square 
feet of exhibition space, showcases 
the Keys’ four national wildlife refug-
es: National Key Deer, Great White 

Heron, Key West and Crocodile Lake 
refuges. It’s located at 30587 Overseas 
Highway near mile marker 30.5. 

Visit fws.gov/refuge/National_Key_
Deer_Refuge/ or call 305-872-0774.

Key West’s Mel Fisher Maritime 
Museum at 200 Greene St. has un-
veiled a new exhibit titled “With Little 
More Than the Shirts on Their Backs.” 
The exhibit features displays of person-
al choices and items that Cuban balse-
ros, or rafters, brought to the Keys on 
chugs — handmade boats — on their 
treacherous journeys to freedom. 

Visit melfisher.org or call 305-294-
2633.

On Summerland Key, Mote Ma-
rine Laboratory’s Elizabeth Moore 
International Center for Coral Reef 
Research and Restoration offers new 
complimentary public tours from 10-
11 a.m. Tuesdays and 3-4 p.m. Fridays. 

IC2R3 is located at 24244 Overseas 
Highway.

Visit mote.org or call 305-745-2729.
The British Guild of Travel Writ-

ers recently honored the Tennessee 
Williams Key West Exhibit(recently 
renamed the Tennessee Williams Mu-
seum), giving it a Highly Commended 
Award in its Best Wider World Tourism 
Project category at the organization’s 
annual tourism awards in London. 

The museum, located at 513 Tru-
man Ave., is overseen by the Key West 
Art & Historical Society.

Visit kwahs.org/museums/tennes-
see-williams/tennessee-williams-in-
key-west or call 305-204-4527.

The 32-passenger When and If, a 
historic wooden schooner built for 
George S. Patton in 1939, has re-
turned to the Keys for the season 

 X Continued on page 12
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree
+ Half off Desserts
 $24.00 | 5 to 7PM 

*Not valid on holidays

Comedy Key West at 
BottleCap

Comedy Key West presents 
professional standup comedians 
Gene Harding and Harrison Steb-
bins. They will be performing after 
talented local comics warm up the 
stage at The BottleCap. 

Gene Harding performs Thurs-
day and Friday, December 27th and 
28th. Gene, a native New Yorker, 
now resides in South Florida. He was 
the official Comedian for the 2011 
Miami Dolphins season and winner 
of the 2010 South Beach Comedy 
Festival. Gene charms his audiences 
with his brand of funny, urban, yet 
Harvard style of comedy. His act-
ing credits include FOX’S America’s 

Most Wanted and USA’s hit tv show 
Burn Notice. 

Harrison Stebbins performs Thurs-
day and Friday, January 3rd and 4th. 
Harrison’s hilarious on-stage perso-
na and high-energy physical comedy 
have won over countless audiences 
and crowned him the current champi-
on of the Sam Adam’s Best of Boston 
comedy competition. Doors open at 
7:30 PM and Showtime is at 8:30. 
Seating is on a first arrival basis. For 
more information about the come-
dians and to purchase tickets ($15) 
visit www.comedykeywest.com. Bot-
tlecap is at 1128 Simonton Street in 
Key West. n

Florida Keys Gold Cup 
Series Continues with 
IFC Sailfish Tournament
Islamorada, Dec 20

Second in the three-pronged 
Gold Cup Sailfish Championship series 
currently underway in the Florida Keys 
is the Islamorada Fishing Club’s Cap-
tains CupSailfish Tournament. Spaces 
remain available to join the exclusive 
field of elite anglers who compete in the 
all-release challenge set for Wednesday 
and Thursday, Jan. 23-24, 2019.

Participants vie for an attractive cash 
payout and the chance to tally points 
to earn the covetedGold Cup Series 
Champion status.

According to organizers, the IFC 
tournament’s cash payout equates to 
$1,000 per boat, so if the maximum 
field of 25 boats is met, the winner-
take-all payout is to reach $25,000.

Up to three anglers are allowed per 
boat, and the boat team that accumu-
lates the most release points first is 
judged the winner. Each released sail-
fish is worth 100 points.

Activities Wednesday evening include 
an open-to-the-public buffet dinner. En-

try to the social event is included for the 
anglers, captain and mate on participat-
ing boat teams. Additional social tickets 
can be purchased for $85.

Thursday’s angling action starts with 
lines-in at 8 a.m. and continues until 
lines-out at 4 p.m.

Entry forms are available online at 
theislamoradafishingclub.com. Until 
Dec. 22, 2018, the early registration 
entry fee is $2,500 per team of two and 
$300 for a third angler. After Dec. 22, 
fees increase to $2,800 and $350, re-
spectively. 

The 2018-19 Gold Cup series, 
whose foundation also is rooted in 
conservation and sportsmanship, 
began with December’s Islamorada 
Sailfish Tournament. Last in the se-
ries is the Cheeca Lodge Presidential 
Sailfish Tournament scheduled Jan. 
26-28, 2019.

Upon its conclusion, the overall 
Gold Cup Series individual and team 
champions are to be crowned. The in-
dividual high-point angler is to receive 
a championship ring. n

Gene Harding Harrison Stebbins
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through mid-May, operating out of Stock Island 
Marina Village. 

Visit sailwhenandif.com or call 305-587-4488.
Key West Historic Markers Inc., a free self-guid-

ed, multiplatform tour program of historicalsites, 
has merged with Key West Art & Historical Society. 

To plan a tour, visit the Key West Historic Mark-
er Tour website at KWHMT.org, download the free 
Key West Historic Marker Tour phone app at key-
west.oncell.com or call 305-507-0300.

Keys Environment
The Nature Conservancy has unveiled #RespectOur-
Reef guidelines for divers, snorkelers and anglers to 
help protect the continental United States’ only living 
coral barrier reef system, which runs parallel to the 
Florida Keys. Visit nature.org/respectourreef/.

The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 
has added three participants to its Blue StarFish-
ing Guides program. 

Visit sanctuarybluestar.org or call 305-809-4700. 

Keys Food
Yellowfin Bar & Grill at Oceans Edge Key West 
Resort & Marina has unveiled a new culinary con-
cept, blending island-inspired cuisine with Asian 
flair under executive chef Katie Wenmark, who 
launched Hull & Mason Bar and Kitchen at Bos-
ton Marriott Quincy.

The resort is located at 5950 Peninsular Ave. on 
Stock Island.

Visit oceansedgekeywest.com or call 305-809-
8204 or 786-862-6312. n

New Resorts...
 X Continued from page 12 If my child is ill, do I still have to 

report for jury duty?
Jury service is a necessary civ-
ic duty and is required by law. The 
goal of the Florida law is that a jury 
selected for a trial be composed of 
a fair cross section of the commu-
nity, working individuals, retirees, 
members of different sexes, as well 
as social backgrounds. The Depart-
ment of Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles (DHSMV) records of 
people having a driver’s license or 
identification card residing in the 
county are selected at random for 
jury service. Thus, to be a juror a 
person must be at least 18 years of 
age, a citizen of the United States, a 
legal resident of the State of Florida 
and must be a resident of Monroe 
County, and hold a Florida driver 
license or identification card issued 
by DHSMV.

The law also disqualifies from 
jury service persons who are un-
der prosecution for any crime or 
who have been convicted in Flor-
ida or any other state, or in any 
federal court of bribery, forgery, 
perjury, larceny, or any other of-
fense that is a felony in the State 
of Florida (unless their civil rights 
have been restored). Most impor-
tantly, any person with an interest 
in the issues to be litigated cannot 
sit as juror in that case where the 

issue will be tried.
With regard to those matters that 

will permit a person to be excused 
from jury service the law includes:

• Full-time federal, state or 
local law enforcement or 
investigative personnel.

• An expectant mother 
or a parent who is not 
employed full time and 
who has custody of a child 
under six years of age.

• A person 70 years of age or 
older shall be excused from 
jury service upon request. 
Further, a person 70 years 
of age or older may be 
permanently excused from 
jury service upon his/her 
written request.

• Any person who is re-
sponsible for the care of 
a person who, because of 
mental illness, intellectual 
disability, senility, or other 
physical or mental inca-
pacity, is incapable of car-
ing for himself or herself 
shall be excused from jury 
service upon request.

• Other persons who can 
demonstrate hardship, 
extreme inconvenience or 
public necessity may also 

request to be excused by 
the court.

Thus, the answer to the open-
ing question is, “Yes.” You can 
contact the Clerk of Court (con-
tact information should be listed 
on your jury summons), and re-
quest to be excused from the cur-
rent jury summons and pass your 
service to another time. It should 
be kept in mind that a person who 
is summoned and has reported as 
a prospective juror is exempt from 
jury service for one year.

Lastly, and most importantly, 
don’t even think about being a 
“no show” for jury service. The 
Chief Judge can hold you in Con-
tempt of Court, which can result 
in a fine of several hundred dol-
lars. And, while highly unlikely, 
the judge could issue a “bench 
warrant” or a pickup-order, which 
would then authorize an officer 
to arrest you if you were pulled 
over for a traffic stop. However, 
that would not include arriving at 
your front door to arrest you.

The Monroe County Clerk of 
the Court has a Jury Excusal Form 
on their website (www.clerk-of-
the-court.com/other/Jury.html). If 
further information is required, call 
the jury clerk at: 305-292-3500. n
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Just Announced: Rams Head Presents Bret 
Michaels at the Key West Theater

As front man for the legendary 
rock band Poison, Bret Michaels has 
sold 25 million records and scored an 
amazing 15 chartbusting Top 40 sin-
gles including “Talk Dirty To Me,” 

“Something To Believe In,” “Noth-ing 
But A Good Time” and the timeless 
#1 smash “Every Rose Has Its Thorn.”

As a rock star, reality star, spokesper-
son, businessman, and philanthropist, 
Bret Michaels does more jobs in a sin-
gle day than most people do in an entire 
lifetime. Depending on the hour of the 
day he’s a cultural icon, a rock god, an 
entrepreneur, a TV star, a father, the 
face of the American Diabetes Associ-
ation, a super cross enthusiast, solo art-
ist, Poison front man, and a generous 

donor to a myriad of charitable causes.
Michaels has achieved stunning suc-

cess in the realm of reality TV as well. 
His “Rock of Love” television series is one 
of the most successful in VH1’s history. 
VH1 and Bret Michaels teamed up again 
for his fami-ly-oriented 2010 docu-series 
“Bret Michaels: Life As I Know It.” 

Bret Michaels is, if nothing else, a 
true survivor. He has survived a life-
long battle as an insulin dependent 
diabetic, a well-publicized near fatal 
car crash in 1994 and the countless 
musical trends and fads of the last two 
decades. “As soon as I ever start to 
just go through the motions I’ll quit,” 
confessed the singer, song-writer, pro-
ducer, director and actor in a recent 

interview. But there’s little chance he’ll 
even slow down let alone quit anytime 
soon. In fact, after more than 25 years 
in the business this award winning, 
multi-platinum superstar’s career con-
tinues to move at warp speed.

The Key West Theater is thrilled to 
welcome Bret Michaels this coming 
March.

Show Details
Bret Michaels, Key West Theater 

| 512 Eaton Street | Key West, FL | 
33040. March 17th, 2019 – Doors 
7:00PM // Show 8:00 PM

TICKETS:
Online at thekeywesttheater.com, 

ticketfly.com OR at the Key West The-
ater box office at 512 Eaton St. n
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 12/27
Michael McCloud
Noon - 5:00 pm

FUEL ON FIRE BAND
6:30 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 12/28
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND
6:30 - 11:30pm

MAGIC OF
FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

 
Saturday 12/29
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND
6:30 - 11:30pm

MAGIC OF
FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 12/30
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND
6:30 - 11:00pm

MAGIC OF
FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 12/31
RAVEN COOPER
noon - 5pm

FRANKENDREAD DUO
5 - 8:30pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND
9pm - late

Last Mango Trio
5:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Tuesday 01/01
Last Mango Duo
6:30 - 11:00 pm  

Wednesday 01/02
Raven Cooper
6:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 12/27
Scott Kirby 5pm 
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 12/28
Scott Kirby 5pm 
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 12/29
Scott Kirby 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Sunday 12/30
Andy Westcott & The Local Boyz 9pm

Monday 12/31
Scott Kirby 5pm 

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2018 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Hog's Breath
Dan Harvey

Hog's Breath
Randy McAllister Band

Hog's Breath
Joel Nelson

Blu Monday w Caffeine
Carl & The Buzz 9pm

Tuesday 01/01
Scott Kirby 5pm 

Wednesday 01/02
Scott Kirby 5pm 

Hog’s Breath Saloon
400 Front St., (305) 296-4222 
hogsbreath.com
n

Oren Polak
December 27 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
December 28 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
December 29 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
December 30 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Randy McAllister Band
December 27 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
December 28 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
December 29 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
December 30 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
December 31 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am

Lance Taylor
December 27 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Kenny & Cuda
December 28 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
December 29 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Sunday NFL
December 30 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Zack Seemiller
December 31 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Dan Harvey
December 31 @ 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
January 1, 2019 @ 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
January 2, 2019 @ 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Myles Mancuso Band
December 31, 2018 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
January 1, 2019 @ @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am

Hog’s Breath is better
than no breath at all

� Three live acts from 1 p.m. until 2 a.m.

� Full menu! Fresh seafood, sandwiches 
    & classic island favorites.

� World famous t-shirts and merchandise.

� Private party and special events room.

Visit us at hogsbreath.com
(305) 296-4222
400 Front St. | Key West

Hog’s Breath Music Schedule for this week!
Thur. 
1227

Oren Polak

(4:30-8:30pm)

Oren Polak

(4:30-8:30pm)

Sat. 
1229

Mon. 
1231

Wed. 
0102

Fri. Tues. 
0101

Sun. 
12301228

Oren Polak

(4:30-8:30pm)

Oren Polak

(4:30-8:30pm)

Dan Harvey

(4:30 -8:30pm)

Myles 

Mancuso Band

(9pm-1am)

Dan Harvey

(5-9pm)

Dan Harvey

(5-9pm)

Randy 

McAllister Band

(9pm -1am)

Zack Seemiller

(12- 4pm)

Myles 

Mancuso Band

(9pm-1am)

Joel Nelson

(12-4pm)

Joel Nelson

(12-4pm)

TBA

(9pm-1am)

Randy 

McAllister Band

(9pm -1am)

Randy 

McAllister Band

(9pm -1am)

Randy 

McAllister Band

(9pm -1am)

Randy 

McAllister Band

(9pm -1am)

Sunday NFL

(12-4pm)

Kenny & Cuda

(12- 4pm)

Kenny & Cuda

(12- 4pm)

Lance Taylor

(12- 4pm)

- - - -
TBA

(9pm-1am) -

Hog's Breath
Miles Mancuso

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14
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The Favourite

The uncompromising but always 
compelling Yorgos Lanthimos strikes 

again, this time in a historical vein 
with “The Favourite.” The film, which 
stars Rachel Weisz and Emma Stone, is 
chiefly about a love triangle. Although 
surreal, this story is perhaps the most 
accessible one that the director has ever 
handled. Yes, there are violent jabs, 
vomiting, snarls and all the hallmarks 
of the director in highlighting what is 
monstrous, but much of it is history 
and played for laughs.

Queen Anne (Olivia Colman) is 
on the throne and she is not doing 
well. She is sweaty, irritable and an-
gry. She is also at war with France. 
Her main contact is Sarah (Weisz) 
Duchess of Marlborough. Sarah is 
also her lover.

Abruptly, Abigail (Stone), Sarah’s 
cousin, arrives seeking employment 

and she quickly eases her way into The 
Queen’s graces.

This is essentially a contest of greed 
to demonstrate how nasty each can get 
to score Anne’s affection. Where before 
Lanthimos was opaque and vexing (his 
previous films involved a cult which used 
an eccentric language and a futuristic 
hotel which pressured people to marry), 
here the plot is easier to absorb as two 
women compete for romance and power.

Colman, Stone and Weisz are excel-
lent. Each character is more poisonous 
than the next. Anne is slothful, vain 
and petty. Abigail is sociopathic. Sar-
ah is a dominatrix. There are moments 
when one is not quite sure where the 
story will go, but in Lanthimos Land, 
you can be certain that things will get 
poisonous very quickly.

This is the most Gothic of the direc-
tor’s work. Anne is heavy and plagued 
with horrid rashes. Annabel pummels 
herself and Sarah wears a sash to hide 
her scarred face. These people are rath-
er unwell.

Again, in previous films such de-
cayed characters would be treated with 
grim darkness akin to Kafka, but now 
there is humor that borders on the 
slapstick with repeated shots of charac-
ters falling down often cruelly. Queen 
Anne is ready to throw every care aside 
along as her body is stroked and flat-
tered. It is a court consumed by ego, 
petty words and vicarious pleasure. 
Anne gets fatter and fatter. Insincere 
flattering words leading to sexual fa-
vors are the only currency.

Anne herself favors her rabbit ‘chil-
dren’ more than any person and it shows.

Lanthimos’ oeuvre is biting and 
abrasive even in comic interludes such 
as this. It is not his deepest offering 
but like his other meditations it has 
a punchy spark and perspective, albe-
it not for everyone. If you find these 
characters’ repellent, fear not:

The rabbits shall inherit the earth. n

Mary Poppins 
Returns
Guess who’s back? It’s Mary 
Poppins in the long awaited sequel 
from Disney, “Mary Poppins Returns.” 
The film features some dazzling color, 
rousing musical numbers and buoyant 
animation, but it just misses the Pop 
Art impact of the original.

The film begins with lamplighter 
Jack (an apprentice of the Bert char-
acter from the first film, played by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda) singing an airy 
song about looking on the bright side.

Young Georgie (Joel Dawson) los-
es the family kite, but all of a sudden 
from the parting of a cloud comes 
Poppins in rather Biblical fashion.

Poppins knows all of the Banks 
children beforehand, even Annabel 
(Pixie Davies) and John (Nathanael 
Saleh). In fact, the supernatural nan-
ny knows everyone and she’s here to 
make things right.

Michael Banks (Ben Whished) is 
an unhappy bank clerk and part time 
painter grieving the death of his wife. 

 X Continued on page 25
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 X Continued from page 15

Joel Nelson
January 1, 2019 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
January 2, 2019 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

TBA
January 1, 2019 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am
January 2, 2019 @ 9:00 pm - 1:00 am

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
greenroomkeywest.com
n
Thursday 12/27
MARJORY LEE
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

JASON LAMSON
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

KEN FAIRBROTHER
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Friday 12/28
ROSS BROWN
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

ROB BENTON
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

DJ GUNZ
10:00 pm - 3:00 am

Saturday 12/29
DREW GUNNING
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

MICHAEL NAUGHTON
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

DJ GYVER
10:00 pm - 3:00 am

Sunday 12/30
SHELDON MCLELLAN
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

MARJORY LEE
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

ROB BENTON
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

SPECIAL GUEST -  
DJ PHIVE STAR
10:00 pm - 4:00 am

Monday 12/31
NEW YEARS MEGA BASH - 
HOSTED BY DJ PHIVE STAR
10:00 pm - 4:00 am

Tuesday 01/01
MARJORY LEE
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

NICK BROWNELL
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

ROB BENTON
10:00 pm - 2:00 am

Wednesday 01/02
JOE “THE SHOW” ENICH
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

OREN POLAK
5:30 pm - 9:30 pm

SPECIAL GUEST -  
DJ PHIVE STAR
10:00 pm - 4:00 am

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St., (305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com
n
Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—
doors open 7:30pm.
Blue Room available for private parties

The Salty Angler
1114 Duval St., (305) 741-7071
thesaltyangler.com
n

Thursday 12/27
Roger Jokela 1pm
The Happy Dog 8pm

Friday 12/28

Ben Taddiken 12pm

Saturday 12/29

Eric Paul (Levy) 12pm

Sunday 12/30

Ben Taddiken 12pm

The Salty Sessions 12:30pm

KY Tim & Friends 6pm

Trivia and Game Night! 9pm

Monday 12/31
Dani Hoy 12pm
Wavy Dave 7:30pm
The Happy Dog 10pm
DJ Tuck Invite Only Dance Party 1am

Tuesday 01/01

Roger Jokela 12pm
Sam Carlson 7:30pm

Tuesday 01/02
Rachel Grace 7:30pm n

Dan Harvey at the Hog’s Breath
The Dan Harvey will be stopping 
by the Hog’s Breath Saloon’s outdoor 
stage Dec. 31 – Jan. 6, 9 pm – 1 am. 

Dan Harvey’s high-energy show, keep 
audience members on their feet and a 
drink in their hand, so expect an exciting 
week of music at the Hog’s Breath Saloon.

With more than a 1,000 song set list, 
he is sure to know your favorite sing 
along.  It’s the perfect blend of 80s, 90s 
Rock that will leave you wanting more. 

His musical talent earned him the 
opportunity to travel and play on Six 
Man Cruises with such bands as Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, Zac Brown, and Sister Hazel.  
When combined with his highly talented 
band members, the Dan Harvey Band is 
not a show to be missed. n
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S H O R T  A N S W E R S 
BY  J E F F  J O H N S O N n P A U L A  F O R M A N

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T

Emotion on Demand
Dear Short Answers:

Both of my parents recently passed away at the age 
of 92 and 96. They had wonderful lives, weren’t too 
sick and raised a large and pretty normal family. I 
didn’t make a big deal of their passing but I’ve men-
tioned it to a few people who are appalled that I 
seem to be taking this so calmly. First, there ain’t 
nothing I can do about this. And 
second, we’re all going to die and I 
can only hope that my passing is as 
easy as my parents. Is there a snappy 
retort that I can give to the people 
who seem to think that I must be an 
uncaring, selfish lout if I don’t break 
down into tears when I talk about 
my parents’ deaths?

Not Grieving
Dear Not:
We think you have remarkable 
perspective. You owe no one tears nor explana-
tion. Perhaps you can say something benign like 
” what is, is….”

Addicts and the People 
Who Love Them
Dear Short Answers:
I have a really close friend who is dating a drug ad-
dict. In fact, they are living together. My friend keeps 
asking me what to do and I try not to give advice 
because I don’t want to get into the middle of their 
very bad relationship. At least it seems pretty bad to 
me. Should I support my friend and help him dump 
his drug addict boyfriend? Or should I stay out of it 
and let them figure it out for themselves?
Concerned
Dear Concerned:
Your friend is 50% owner of this relationship. He 
got in in it for reasons you may not understand and 
he will have to find his way out — if he wants to.  

Say What?
Dear Short Answers:

For the past 25 years I have pretty much spent all my 
time (and money) raising my three kids. I certain-
ly don’t regret it for a minute but I’m definitely glad 
that they are grown up and on their own. So I was 
surprised when my oldest daughter told me that she 
was pregnant and that she “expected” me to help raise 

her child (she is not married although 
she is living with the father). I’m not 
sure what this means but I definite-
ly do not plan to be an on-call, 24-
hour a day baby sitter. I’ve tried to 
explain this to my daughter but she 
gets hysterical and claims that raising 
grandkids is just as much my respon-
sibility as raising kids. I don’t know 
where she got this idea but I’m not 
sure what to do. Do I need to make 
my position clearer NOW or should 

I just wait until the baby is born and make sure that 
I’m not available to help “raise” her child?

Grandma-to-Be

Dear Grandma:

Tell her frequently and often and right NOW that 
you are no longer on duty and that you will visit only 
as the spirit moves you. 

Simple Addition
Dear Short Answers:
Why are gay men so much more attractive than 
straight men?
DJM

Dear DJM:

Grooming+Fitness+Fashion = Attractive.  Noth-
ing to do with gay or straight.

Life is complicated.  “Short Answers” isn’t.

Send questions Konk Life@shortanswers.net or go to shortanswers.net—a psychologist and 
sociologist will answer. A selection of the best questions will be printed every week in Konk Life.

P A U L A  F O R M A N 
and J E F F  J O H N S O N
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“Don Bearden and Trey Gerrald continue their hit show WITH BELLS ON 
all this week and next at the Red Barn Theatre in Key West. For tickets 
and info: 305-296-9911.” Photo by Larry Blackburn

KW Burlesque presents the weekly 
Backroom Burlesque at Sidebar
Key West, Dec 19

Backroom Burlesque, the new 
weekly production in the Backroom at 
Sidebar, will give audiences a chance 
to catch the best in burlesque and va-
riety performance both Friday nights 
at 10pm and Saturday nights at 8 and 
10pm, every week through February. 
“Backroom Burlesque” will feature 
resident and guest performers from in 

and out of town in a cabaret style show. 
Opening weekend, December 28 and 
29, will feature one of Key West’s all time 
favorite burlesque performers, Marquee 
Von Phister! The show will also include 
appearances by Tatah DuJour, Chief 
Peach, amd Cheeky Derrière.

Doors open at 9:30PM, shows start 
at 10PM on Friday and 8PM And 
10PM on Saturday. Tickets are avail-
able at sidebarkeywest.com. n

The newest Key West Burlesque resident performer, Trixie Moon, flies 
high above an audience in awe during the first Backroom Burlesque show 
at Sidebar. Photo by Crystal Smith

Music in the Palm Garden

The Friends of the Key West Library present folk duo Friction Farm at 
6pm, Wednesday, Jan. 9, in the Library’s Palm Garden, 700 Fleming St. 
Friction Farm is the husband and wife team of traveling troubadours, 
Aidan Quinn and Christine Stay, who perform throughout the US and in-
ternationally. Free and open to the public. Seating is limited and gates 
open at 5:30pm.
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tails

Spooky & 
Smokey
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Spooky and Smokey have land-
ed on their eight paws twice after los-
ing their home. They initially came to 
the shelter as babies in 2015 when they 
were seized from a neglectful situation. 
They grew up at the shelter and were 
eventually adopted, but a family change 
caused them to be returned to us. But 
every cloud has a silver lining and their 
return became their good fortune.

Mindy worked down the street 
from the FKSPCA and during her 
lunch breaks would stop in regularly 
to visit the rabbits that were availale 
for adoption at the shelter. She had a 
special fondness for the bigger bunnies 
and it wasn’t long before she fell in 
love with this brother/sister team, who 
were ready and waiting.

Spooky and Smokey are now living 
in upstate Florida with Mindy and her 
husband Tom, enjoying life with the 
two rabbits, who settled in beautifully, 
according to Mindy, who keeps in touch 
and wrote, “Thank you for setting me 
up with these wonderful bunnies. They 
love each other very much and we love 
watching them run around the house.”

Rabbits make wonderful pets. If you 
are thinking about adding a rabbit to 
your family, do your homework first! 
While they are not difficult to care for, 
you’ll want to get as much information 
as you can to supply their needs. There 
is a wealth of good information online, 
or you can call us at 305.295.0605 for 
advice. We are always happy to help. n
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T H E A T E R  R E V I E W

Tony award winning PETER AND THE 
STARCATCHER now at the Waterfront Playhouse
Joanna Brady of Konk Life raves “A terrific production that captures the holiday spirit, glittering 
with a sprinkle of magic that reaches out to capture our spirit of oneness with the universe!”

Based on the novel by Dave 
Barry and Ridley Pearson, this rollick-
ing tale upends the century-old story 
of how a miserable orphan comes to 
be The Boy Who Would Not Grow 
Up.  From marauding pirates and 
jungle tyrants to unwilling comrades 
and unlikely heroes, Peter and the 
Starcatcher playfully explores the 
depths of greed and despair and the 
bonds of friendship, duty and love.

A young orphan, and his mates, are 
shipped off from Victorian England 
to a distant island ruled by the evil 
King Zarboff. They know nothing of 
the mysterious trunk in the captain’s 
cabin, which contains a precious, oth-
erworldly cargo. At sea, the boys are 
discovered by a precocious young girl 
named Molly, a Starcatcher-in-train-
ing who realizes that the trunk’s pre-
cious cargo is “starstuff”, a celestial 
substance so powerful that it must 
never fall into the wrong hands. When 
the ship is taken over by pirates – led 
by the fearsome Black Stache, a villain 
determined to claim the trunk and 
its treasure for his own – the journey 
quickly becomes a thrilling adventure.

Peter and the Starcatcher uses in-
genious stagecraft and the theatrical 
styles of Story Theater to create a 
world where anything is possible!

It pushes the limitless possibilities 
of our imagination to bring the story 
to life including a dynamic cast who 
portray over 100 characters! 

Directed by Managing Artistic Di-
rector Tom Thayer, technical direction 
by Michael Boyer, lighting designed by 
Kim Hanson, costume design by Mary 
Folio of the Walnut Street Theatre, and 
stage managed by Trish Manley, this 
wildly theatrical adaptation of Dave 
Barry and Ridley Pearson’s best-selling 
novels, was written by Rick Elice, with 
music by Wayne Barker.

**SUNDAY MATINEE ADDED 
DECEMBER 30, 2:00!**

Children and students tickets are just 
$30 Appropriate for the entire family

Tickets available at www.water-
frontplayhouse.org or at 305-294-
5015. In addition to our discounted 
Friday nights, there will be ticket 
deals available throughout the run. 
Keep an eye on the Waterfront’s web-
site, as well as our Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages for more info. n
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Levi Pattison, Jacqueline Luhta, Mark Straiton, Caroline Horn, and Betty Simon 
enjoy the Key West Business Guild December Mixer held at the newly opened 
Key West Wines on Eaton Street. Photo by Pete Arnow

Martha Robinson and Ashley Hoyt exchange Christmas greetings at 
the Key West Business Guild mixer held at Key West Wines. Photo 
by Pete Arnow

George Fernandez, center, of the Key West Butterfly Conservatory, is awarded 
the annual Walt Marlow Award at the Key West Business Guild December lun-
cheon by ED Dan Skahen, left, and President Alan Beaubien, right. Photo by 
Pete Arnow

The Key West Business Guild 2019 Board of Directors is presented to 
the membership at the December luncheon; shown are Kevin ‘Woody’ 
Woods, Ashley Hoyt, Charles Licis, Bernadette Restivo, Gavin Diet-
rich,  Paul Murphy and Alan Beaubien. Photo by Pete Arnow.
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Sharon Hirsch and Susan Collier of the Woman’s Club present new 
clothing to Roxane Posada of Kids Come First. Posada will distribute 
outfits to young people throughout the Keys.

Bonnie Levine and Bobbie Cotton with first responder Teddy Bears dressed 
by the Key West Woman’s Club. Almost 300 bears will be presented to 
young people this holiday season.

Key West’s Grateful Guitar Ukulele Gang entertained holiday merry-mak-
ers Wednesday evening during the annual Key West Art & Historical So-
ciety Holiday Concert & Bazaar in Key West, Florida. Held at the iconic 
Custom House Museum. The annual festivity is one of many Key West 
Holiday Fest events taking place at multiple venues island-wide through 
December 31. (Photo: Carol Tedesco/KeyWestHolidayFest.com)

Southernmost Shimmies dance troupe member Carrie Roth Green of Key 
West shimmered for merry-makers during Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety’s 3rd annual Holiday Concert & Bazaar on Wednesday evening. Held 
at the iconic Custom House Museum. The annual festivity is one of many 
Key West Holiday Fest events taking place at multiple venues island-wide 
through December 31. (Photo: Carol Tedesco/KeyWestHolidayFest.com)
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

The Studios of Key West presents Darius by Jean-
Benoît Patricot
The Smash hit from Paris comes to the U.S. to benefit Hugh’s View,  The Studios’ Rooftop Visual 
& Performance Space

Key West

Great perfumers know...the right 
scent can take you on a journey and trans-
port you through time, kindling memo-
ries and powerful emotions along the way. 

Such is the premise behind “Darius”, 
the elegant, evocative and magical play 
by Paris-based playwright Jean-Benoît 
Patricot, making its U.S. premiere on 
Saturday, Jan 5 and Sunday, Jan 6 at 
The Studios of Key West’s Helmerich 
Theater. Preferred tickets, which include 
a small plates dinner before the perfor-
mance, are sold out, but general tickets 
(which do not include dinner) are still 
available for the 8:00 PM performance. 

The play, told in epistolary format, 
is an exchange of letters and e-mails 
between Claire Chambaz, a Parisian 
woman with a disabled son, and Paul 
Lagarce, a famous French parfumer. 
Her son, Darius, now nineteen years 
old, was born with a rare disease that 
has, over time, deprived him of all his 
senses. Now with only the sense of 
smell remaining, she appeals to the par-

fumer to create a series of scents that 
will help her dying son reminisce joyful 
moments in his short life. Bittersweet 
and poignant, the play is an unforgetta-
ble journey into olfactory memory. 

Similar in format to A.R. Gurney’s 
popular play Love Letters, performed 
at The Studios in 2016, the play stars 

past Studios’ Board President Rosi 
Ware as Claire, and current Board 
President Stephen Kitsakos as Paul, all 
guided by the hand of esteemed stage 
director Murphy Davis.

“The first time I read the play I 
was deeply moved,” says Ware says 
Ware who has a strong connection 

to disabled adults through her long-
time volunteer work for the Monroe 
County Association for ReMARCable 
Citizens. “The work I do with MARC 
gives me a window into the lives of the 
developmentally disabled, and helps 
me understand Claire’s experience, al-
lowing me to prepare for the role.”

The special two-night performance 
is a fundraiser to help finance the re-
maining costs of constructing Hugh’s 
View, the rooftop terrace that will be 
open to the public by the end of 2019, 
and will offer an unparalleled view of 
the Gulf and Atlantic from one of the 
highest points on Key West. All pro-
ceeds will go towards this project. 

Following the show, all audience 
members will enjoy a unique dessert cre-
ated by Chef Hubbard. The event is gen-
erously supported by the Fleming Street 
Faith Center. General Seating which 
includes the performance and dessert 
following are $55.00. Additional infor-
mation can be found at www.tskw.org.

Elena Devers, The Studios of Key 
West, elena@tskw.org, 305-296-0458. n

Rosi Ware and Stephen Kitsakos reprise their on-stage chemistry in  
“Darius”. Credit: Larry Blackburn
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S  •  I N  C O M M U N I T Y

Jane (Emily Mortimer) is his socially 
conscious sister.

Emily Blunt does very well in the 
legendary part. She is less bubbly and 
a bit snippish, yet still charismatic and 
charming. Though her Poppins is of a 
different shade, she is wondrous and 
carries the film. Blunt is in nearly every 
segment and commands the screen.

The music is joyful and spirited if a bit 
ephemeral and not quite as infectious as 
the first film. The animated sequences 
are frenetic and festive, bursting with col-
or and prismatic bubbles, it is only that 
the laughing whales and tittering beavers 
lack a bit of spontaneity, but younger au-
diences will have much to delight in.

This is a battle of wills Disney style, 
the family is struggling to keep their be-
loved house pitted against the heartless 
bank president (Colin Firth) who holds 
their loan and demands payment in full.

A highlight is Meryl Streep who 
plays Topsy, the nanny’s quirky cousin 
who lives upside down. Streep is a liv-
ing cartoon, she is a joy to watch and 
has the best number in the film.

The iconic Dick Van Dyke ap-
pears as Mr. Dawes, the patriarch of 
the bank who chastises the president 
and rules in Michael’s favor. At 93, he 
dances and still brings a smile.

Though the narrative is still predict-
able and the animated sequences lack 
the previous sense of surprise, the act-
ing is affecting, Ben Wishaw emotes a 
sense of sympathy and Emily Blunt is 
both a catty disciplinarian and a sor-
ceress of sarcasm.

Rob Marshall’s sequel may not be a to-
tal spoonful of sugar but there is enough 
of Poppins here to titter over, especially 
for those of us undisciplined in 1964. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

Mary Poppins Returns
 X Continued from page 16

25th Annual Pigeon Key Art Festival Last Call For Artists
The Pigeon Key Art Festival 

will be celebrating its silver anniver-

sary, Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 2-3, 

2019. The 25-year-old art emporium 

is to be spread among the open-air 
Marathon Community Park, at mile 
marker 49, in a tropically themed oa-
sis of exemplary artwork in the form 
of pottery, paintings, glass, sculpture, 

photography, jewelry and more.  Fine 
Artists and Fine Craftsmen are invited 
to submit an application for consider-
ation into the show. There are only a 
few spaces still available. Local food 

vendors are also encouraged to apply. 

For more information visit www.Pi-

geonKeyArtFestival.com or call Sean 

at 573.519.2200. n
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A beautifully restored Eyebrow house in the very 
heart of Old Town Key West
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE WRITER

As anyone who has ever at-
tempted it will attest, it’s not an easy 
feat to completely restore a Key West 
Conch house from scratch.

Enthusiasts may see such an under-
taking as an adventure, or a labor of 
love. Many would-be residents, how-
ever, quite rightly prefer the idea of 
moving into a grand old home that 
someone else has taken the time and 
effort to restore to its original glory.

The gorgeous Eyebrow-style house 
at 906 Southard St. definitely fits into 
the latter category.

Solidly constructed in 1874, this 
exceptional residence is one of a few 
remaining original eyebrow houses in 
Key West. Completely restored in this 
century, this three-bedroom, three-bath 
home was recognized as a winner of a 
2009 Old Island Restoration Founda-

tion plaque, and was featured on that 
organization’s home tour that year.

Boasting much sought-after Dade 

County pine floors, walls and ceilings, 
the 2,188 square-foot residence also 
offers a truly gourmet kitchen that’s 

perfect for events as intimate as a ro-
mantic evening, or as ambitious as a 
large dinner party. With its six-burn-

This gorgeous home, at 906 Southard St., has been restored to its former glory by a previous owner. Photo contributed
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er Viking gas range and double oven, 
dual refrigerators, ice machine, wine 
cooler, cherry wood cabinets, Statu-
ary Carrera marble slab countertops, 
and Blanco sink, this kitchen has all 
dining and/or entertaining possibili-
ties, covered.

Each of the three large bedrooms 
feature luxurious ensuite Carrera mar-
ble baths, and a convenient laundry 

room offers a state-of-the-art, full-
sized washer and dryer.

Unique touches to the home include 
gas entry lamps, and push-button light 
switches and dimmers.

Outside, the 4,596 square-foot lot is 
just as impressive.

The covered outdoor dining area 
offers a great view of the large heated 
pool, which is surrounded by a flag-

stone deck and river rock. The porches 
have been wired for sound, to facilitate 
that perfect outdoor Key West party.

Heliconia and Royal Cuban palms 
are among the mature landscaping in 
the garden, and are served by a zoned 
irrigation system.

Throw in the complete security 
system, three-zone central air-condi-
tioning system, rare gated off street 

parking, and the covered carport and 
rear storage shed, and you’ve got the 
complete package that is 906 South-
ard St.

There’s even a powerful Briggs 
and Stratton whole house generator 
to ensure that the owner will always 
have power, regardless of what nature 
throws at Key West..

 X Continued on next page

The expansive rear yard offers too many features to list! Photo contributed

The spacious interior of the home offers plenty of Dade County pine. 
Photo contributed

Each of the three large bedrooms has a beautiful ensuite bathroom. 
Photo contributed

A covered outdoor dining area is the perfect place to have a Key West-
style dinner party. Photo contributed
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Don’t delay. Make an appointment 
to see this fantastic house today!
The elegant and desirable home at 906 

Southard St. is being offered for just 
$2,745,000.

To schedule a showing, call Listing Agent 
Frank Kirwin, of Preferred Properties 
Key West, at 305-304-5253, or email 

him atkirwin!@bellsouth.net.
keysscribe@aol.com

High ceilings and plenty of storage space are hallmarks of this  
fantastic house. Photo contributed

The true gourmet kitchen is bright and airy. Photo contributed

Another view of the kitchen. Photo contributed
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Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

  Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number 

 165 Cutlass Ln., Cudjoe Key 4BR/3BA ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750  

   Sandra Tuttle, American Caribbean Real Estate 305-923-9161

 1604 Duncan St., Key West 1BR/1BA Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276  

 916 White St., Key West 2BR/1BA Jon Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty 305-433-0552  

   Janine Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty 305-433-1911

 259 Golf Club Dr., Key West 3BR/2.5BA Erik Lemon, Elegant Florida Living & Key West Business Brokers 305-395-1067  

    

 216 Fleming St, Key West, FL33040 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty 508-269-8565  

    305-296-7078

Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island
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Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 31/10/18  $5,95,000.00  $5,60,000.00 1001 17th St 1968 Single Fam 3 No 4

Richard Padron And Assoc Century 21 Schwartz 08/11/18  $5,39,000.00  $5,25,000.00 181 Golf Club Dr 1996 Townhouse 3 No 4

Old Town Realty Buy The Keys 01/11/18  $3,25,000.00  $3,20,000.00 3635 Seaside Dr, #207 2000 Condo 2 No 3

Conch Realty Preferred Properties 05/11/18  $3,80,000.00  $3,70,000.00 3930 Roosevelt Blvd, #405 1991 Condo 3 No 3

Keller Williams KW Compass Ocean Sotheby's International 07/11/18  $8,94,000.00  $8,62,500.00 2907 Seidenberg Ave 1958 Single Fam 4 No 3

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 31/10/18  $7,29,000.00  $7,10,000.00 2824 Flagler Ave 2016 Single Fam 3 No 2

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 31/10/18  $11,95,000.00  $11,50,000.00 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #110 1986 Condo 2 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Bascom Grooms Real Estate 05/11/18  $7,19,000.00  $7,10,000.00 2836 Flagler Ave 2016 Single Fam 3 No 2

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 31/10/18  $37,50,000.00  $34,00,000.00 626 William St 1938 Single Fam 6 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 01/11/18  $900.00  $10,200.00 626 Josephine Parker Dr, #208 1996 Commercial 0 No 1

Preferred Properties Preferred Properties 01/11/18  $11,80,000.00  $10,34,000.00 1523 Washington St 1963 Single Fam 4 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 01/11/18  $700.00  $15,600.00 626 Josephine Parker Dr, #206 1996 Commercial 0 No 1

Banyan Resort Realty Keys Commercial 05/11/18  $9,20,000.00  $8,87,500.00 726 Poor House Ln 1938 Single Fam 3 No 1

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Coldwell Banker Schmitt 09/11/18  $8,28,900.00  $7,62,500.00 5603 College Rd, A101 2000 Condo 2 Yes 5

At Home in Key West Keller Williams KW Compass 14/11/18  $5,29,000.00  $5,10,000.00 55 Spoonbill Way 1998 Townhouse 3 No 4

Ocean Sotheby's International Location 3 Real Estate 08/11/18  $2,74,900.00  $2,65,000.00 3255 Flagler Ave, #405 1997 Condo 2 No 3

Key West Luxury Real Estate BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 09/11/18  $12,73,000.00  $12,10,000.00 520 William St 1933 Single Fam 3 No 1

Century 21 Schwartz Coldwell Banker Schmitt 09/11/18  $8,95,000.00  $8,60,000.00 1111 Watson St 1889 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Truman & Co. 13/11/18  $5,95,000.00  $5,50,000.00 1123 Whitehead St 1928 Duplex 2 No 1

Ocean Sotheby's International Ocean Sotheby's International 09/11/18  $4,75,000.00  $3,77,500.00 2240 Las Casitas Dr 1987 Townhouse 3 Yes 0

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Office Coastal Collection Real Estate Inc. 16/11/18  $2,69,000.00  $2,50,000.00 3228 Eagle 1988 Townhouse 2 No 4

Beach Club Brokers Truman & Co. 19/11/18  $5,75,000.00  $5,60,000.00 3410 Eagle 1953 Single Fam 3 No 4

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 15/11/18  $2,99,000.00  $2,97,000.00 3144 Northside Dr 1991 Commercial 0 No 3

Barbara A. Anderson Realty Key West Properties 15/11/18  $5,49,000.00  $5,10,000.00 1413 12th St 1982 Single Fam 2 No 3

The K Company Realty LLC The K Company Realty LLC 19/11/18  $4,50,000.00  $4,50,000.00 2827 Staples 1958 Single Fam 4 No 3

Ocean Sotheby's International Key West Luxury Real Estate 20/11/18  $5,09,900.00  $4,99,000.00 1518 5Th 1968 Single Fam 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Outside Of MLS 21/11/18  $4,10,000.00  $3,65,000.00 3314 Northside Dr, #11 1985 Condo 3 No 3

Keller Williams KW Compass Coldwell Banker Schmitt 15/11/18  $4,99,000.00  $4,71,000.00 1901 Roosevelt Blvd, #103 N 1984 Condo 2 Yes 2

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Bascom Grooms Real Estate 21/11/18  $9,20,000.00  $8,90,000.00 1800 Atlantic Blvd, A303 1985 Condo 2 Yes 2

Coastal Collection Real Estate Inc. Keller Williams KW Compass 15/11/18  $4,99,000.00  $4,75,000.00 717 Fort 1933 Duplex 2 No 1

Preferred Properties Outside Of MLS 19/11/18  $10,99,000.00  $9,80,000.00 912 Truman Ave., #1 1899 Single Fam 4 No 1

Richard Padron And Associates Royal Palms Realty 19/11/18  $22,95,000.00  $20,00,000.00 908 Seminary 1943 Single Fam 4 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 15/11/18  $23,95,000.00  $21,75,000.00 518 Emma 1995 Single Fam 4 No 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for Nov 8th, 2018 thru November 23rd, 2018




