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BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

Where, you may 
have asked, are 

all the Republicans and 
their party that once 
was: a pillar of Consti-
tutionalism, proudly 
internationalist, fiscally 
responsible, anti Rus-
sian & anti corruption, 
truthful, and believed 
in conserving American 
values that united the 
American people. 

Examples of these lead-
ers begin with the first and 
best Republican president, 

Honest Abe Lincoln, but 
there’s also a long distin-
guished line of diverse 
Republicans who served 
their country with honor 
and integrity, such as Ike, 
Nelson Rockefeller, Barry 
Goldwater, George H.W. 
Bush and John McCain.  
Sadly, the Grand Old Party 
(GOP) morphed  into the 
Trump Party, and those 
American heroes who pre-
ceded today’s Congressio-
nal Republicans would no 
longer be welcomed into 
today’s Trump party by 
presidential sycophants 

and enablers.
In the past, Republi-

cans did the right thing 
and put country first 
when it became unequiv-
ocally clear that a member 
of their party threatened 
America’s Constitutional 
democracy, in the Senator 
Joe McCarthy and Presi-
dent Richard Nixon cas-
es, and we must hope that 
they have the courage and 
patriotism to rise to the 
occasion if the evidence 
confirms we face an even 
greater threat than the 
prior crises. 

Do The Right Thing

The student leaders of the local group Keys to Be the Change washed 
cars at the Key West VFW Hall on Saturday, March 9, to raise money 
for an upcoming trip to Tallahassee. The group, which attracts both 
adult and student mentors to help kids improve their health, wellness 
and skills for life, will participate in the April 4 PeaceJam Leadership 
Conference in Tallahassee, where Nobel Peace Prize Laureates help 
inspire a new generation of young leaders. Photo by Pru Sowers
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Mayor proposes new direction for traffic mess
BY PRU SOWERS
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Significantly chang-
ing direction on the 

long-time quest to alle-
viate traffic congestion 
and parking shortages 

in Key West, Mayor Teri Johnston is 
proposing a new remedy: keep cars 
out of the city.

Johnston directed city Manager Jim 
Scholl to begin the planning process 
to create an intermodal transportation 
center on the site of the city’s existing 
municipal bus parking lot on College 
Road on Stock Island. The idea would 
be to build a multi-story parking garage 
on the site and operate a shuttle bus ser-
vice into the city. While the cost of the 
proposed transportation center is un-

known at this point – nor if there would 
be any charge to drivers using the park-
ing-shuttle service – Johnston said visi-
tors would be enticed by the ease of an 
air-conditioned bus dropping them off 
at various locations in town.

“You stop there [Stock Island trans-
portation center]. And we will get you 
into town on a regular basis,” Johnston 
said. “You would make it desirable be-
cause there is not going to be parking 
in Key West.”

Johnston was referring to a recent 
transit plan study that showed the 
number of visitors to Key West has al-
most tripled in past eight years, from 
381,900 in 2008 to 1,114,300 in 
2016, the last year visitor data is avail-
able. The previous city administration 
looked at building additional parking 
garages in Old Town to accommodate 

the influx of visitors. But those plans 
generally went nowhere as vacant land 
was difficult to find and residents also 
rose up to complain about a parking 
structure in their neighborhood.

Johnston said creating additional 
parking is “counterproductive” to the 
more recently accepted goal of reducing 
vehicle traffic and encouraging visitors 
and locals alike to bike and walk more.

“Unless we stop the increase in 
traffic and fighting for a parking spot, 
we’re never going to achieve our ex-
pected outcomes,” she said, citing her 
campaign promises of improving the 
quality of life for Key West residents 
and creating safer modes of intercity 
transportation.

Funding for the purchase of 14-pas-
senger shuttle buses might be available 
from the state Department of Trans-

portation, which already reimburses 
the city for the full-sized buses it op-
erates. Seven shuttle buses can be pur-
chased roughly for the same price as 
one full-size bus, Johnston said, and 
shuttle drivers are not required to ob-
tain a commercial drivers license, as 
full-size bus drivers must. One of the 
difficulties the city has had in increas-
ing the number of city bus routes re-
cently, including the free Duval Loop, 
has been finding adequately-licensed 
and trained drivers.

“Our objective is not to take any-
body’s car away,” Johnston said. “Our 
objective is to encourage people not to 
use their cars if they don’t want to.”

Johnston also wants to tackle traffic 
gridlock in the city, which contributes 
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By W. Timothy Carrico Weaver, Ph.D

to congested streets. She directed Scholl to create 
a street grid in both Old Town and Midtown that 
makes some two-way streets into one-way roads. 
There are currently dozens of narrow two-way 
streets in Key West with no sidewalks and parking 
on both sides that force cars to pull over to let an 
oncoming vehicle pass.

“That cannot be efficient,” Johnston said. “I think 
traffic will move much more freely through the city if 
you get rid of those bottlenecks. And it will be safer.”

Johnston is proposing the city’s engineering de-
partment hire a traffic consultant to identify the 

problematic streets and propose new traffic patterns.
“They are really eager to get started on this,” she 

said about city traffic department staff.
Another piece in tackling traffic problems fell 

into place at the March 5 city commission meet-
ing. Commissioners unanimously passed a Bicycle/
Pedestrian Master Plan that has been in the works 
for the past year. The master plan outlines a coordi-
nated short- and long-term process to make it eas-
ier to bike and walk in Key West. Alison Higgins, 
the city’s Sustainability Coordinator, will oversee 
the plan’s implantation. It is expected to take up to 
10 years to fully roll out the master plan because of 
funding requirements ranging from thousands to 
millions of dollars. 

Mayor proposes new...
 X Continued from page 3

Artists can celebrate Tennessee Williams’ 
birthday with plein air painting contest
Key West, March 6

Recreational and professional 
painters are invited to partici-

pate in Key West Art & Historical 
Society’s Saturday, March 16 cash-
prize plein air painting contest 
celebrating the legacy of Tennes-
see Williams, the acclaimed play-
wright and artist who made Key 

West his home for 34 years. Re-
flecting Williams’ support and de-
votion to the Key West Library – 
and this year’s Tennessee Williams 
Birthday Celebration theme of 
“The Library,” the painting subject 
is to be the Key West Library itself, 
located at 700 Fleming Street.

A $20 entry fee includes 
choice of canvas or watercolor 

paper; artists supply their own 
paints and easels. Event hours 
are 9:00am-4:00pm. Register 
at KWAHS.ORG/EVENTS by 
March 15 or in person at the 
Library on March 16. For more 
information, contact Cori Con-
vertito, Ph.D., at 305-295-6616 
x 112 or cconvertitofarrar@
kwahs.org.  
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Key West High School’s Newspaper Turns 100
BY LOLA FETTIS AND BROOKE SLEGEL
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITERS

Key West High School’s newspaper, 
The Snapper, has reached its 100th 

year anniversary. The student run 
newspaper is a highly accredited publi-
cation, winning a gold medal present-
ed by the Scholastic Press Association. 

 The Snapper is sponsored by Da-
vid Erhard, an English teacher at Key 
West High School who has been assist-
ing for four years now. Erhard believes 
it is significant to read this newspaper, 
“I think it is a nice tool for kids to get 
information about what goes on.” 

The staff consists of five students this 
year, not including the guest writers 
who also write essays and articles for 

publication. With his students, Erhard 
highlights the significance of the arti-
cles that are published, so they can be 
relatable to their audience, “The con-
tent is decided by the writers on the 
staff. It has to deal with issues of things 
going around school. It has to deal with 
issues of importance to this age group.”

The topics are “important to the 
people who decide what the articles are 
that they want to write,” Erhard says. 
In the past, the staff produced an elec-
tion guide that could help students be 
more informed about politics. 

Despite all the bold endeavors the 
school newspaper makes, it still has to 
deal with problems. Erhard notes, “Get-
ting the money to print, that’s the biggest 
hardship, and we wish we had more staff.”

Erhard explains other obstacles when it 
comes to getting fact filled, reliable news, 
“Unfortunately, anybody can post any-
thing on social media one way or another. 
At least in print, there are some ethics in-
volved.” The students and staff who work 
on The Snapper have a goal of increas-
ing the number of newspaper readers by 
showing the community the importance 
of media through print instead of social 
media. Informing yourself on what is go-
ing on in your community and around 
the world is important. Erhard notes, “A 
post is going to be one person’s opinion.” 

Support The Snapper by picking up 
an issue and reading these students’ 
brilliant articles, which now can also 
be found online at www.kwhssnapper.
wordpress.com. 

Four students who help with The 
Snapper, Dana Dauletgalikyzy (far 
left), Lucy Lannigan, Carly Neilson, 
and Jessica Nitti (far right), stand 
for a picture in David Erhard’s 
classroom. Kelci Grooms, another 
member, is not pictured.

COMO KEYS brings
you over 40 years of

experience in the Keys. 
We offer you  COMPETITIVE PRICING that
is open and transparent.  Plus there are NO

HIDDEN FEES, WE FOCUS ON SERVICE!
And switching to COMO will never cost
you a penny... INSTALLATION IS ALWAYS
FREE! If your current supplier charges you
a termination fee, we will cover it. We Are
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(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!



6
www.konklife.com • MARCH 14-20, 2019

 C E L E B R A T I N G  V I E T N A M  V E T E R A N S

The Coast Guard in Viet-Nam

Bill Verge, Former City Commissioner and USCGC 
INGHAM MUSEUM
I had recently graduated from the 

University of Miami and was serv-
ing in the U. S. Coast Guard Re-
serve as a Lieutenant and received a 
call from the Commandant’s office 
asking me if I would volunteer to 
be re called to active duty to serve 
in Viet-Nam as an Executive Offi-
cer on a CG-82 footer. The Navy in 
early 1965 had requested the Coast 
Guard to provide 17 of the cutters 
to Viet-Nam to provide Coastal In-
terdiction and inland river patrol in-
asmuch as they had no small craft at 
that time.  

The boats were shipped to Subic 
Bay in the Philippines and after out-
fitting, Coast Guard Squadron One 
was commissioned. We crossed the 
South China Sea in five days and split 
into two divisions. 

Eight Cutters stationed themselves 
in Da Nang on the East Coast and the 
other 9 stationed themselves in the 
Gulf of Thailand on Phu Quoc Island 
off the West Coast. 

The Navy provided maintenance 
and support from LST’s for both divi-
sions. Each Division was divided into 
patrol areas with patrols being 6 days 
out and two days for maintenance and 
provisioning.

 

At the end of the first year we assist-
ed the Navy in establishing small 50 
foot patrol boats called SWIFTS and 
helped train the Naval Personnel as 
the Boats arrived. They were manned 
by both Navy and Coast Guard Per-
sonnel and penetrated further up the 
rivers than the 82’s could. The entire 
operation was called “Operation Mar-
ket Time”.  

In the first year the Squadron Ac-
complished the following: Patrolled 
more than a half million miles, Un-
derway 70% of the time, Detected 
more than 160,000 junks, Inspected 
and boarded over 30,000 junks, ac-
counted for close to 100 Viet Cong 
confirmed killed, destroyed or cap-
tured 22 enemy junks and two steel 
hulled trawlers, blocked 250 tons of 
ammunition, and participated in over 
40 gunfire support missions.

Radm Ward awarded the Squadron 
the Navy Unit Commendation Medal 
citing “The Squadron has responded 
magnificently and I am proud to have 
them on my Team.” 
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2019 Season 

March 17 - Amernet String Quartet
Schumann • Shostakovich • Ravel

at St. Paul’s Church• 4pm 
keywestimpromptu.org

Amernet String Quartet to give Impromptu 
Classical Concerts performance on March 17
The popular concert series pres-

ents the award-winning Amernet 
String Quartet, at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
March 17, at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 401 Duval St.

The Amernet String Quartet, created 
20 years ago by students at The Juilliard 
School, are the ensemble-in-residence 
at Florida International University in 
Miami. The group won the gold medal 
at the Tokyo International Music Com-
petition before being named winners 
of the prestigious Banff International 
String Quartet Competition.

Praised for their “intelligence and 
immensely satisfying playing” by The 
New York Times, Amernet is recog-

nized as one of today’s exceptional 
string quartets.

Misha Vitenson (violinist) completed 
his early training in Isreai, where he has 
also been a soloist in the Israel Philhar-
monic under Zubin Mehta. In the U.S. 
he completed his Masters of Music in 

Violin Performance from The Juilliard 
School appearing as soloist with the Juil-
liard Orchestra in Avery Fisher Hall. 

Violinist Franz Felkl was born and 
raised in Juno, Alaska. He received a 
Bachelors in Violin Performance and 
Bachelors of Music Education from 
The University of Alaska. In 2012 he 
won the Fairbanks Symphony Orches-
tra Concerto Competition. 

Michael Klotz, on the viola, was born 
in Rochester, N.Y. Klotz made his solo 
debut with the Rochester Philharmonic 
at the age of 17 and has since appeared 
as orchestra soloist, recitalist and cham-
ber musician throughout the world.

Klotz is a graduate of the Eastman 

School of Music where he was awarded 
the Performer’s Certificate then later 
became one of the few individuals to be 
awarded a double Masters Degree in vi-
olin and viola from The Juilliard School.

Cellist Jason Calloway is a native of 
Philadelphia, and a graduate of The 
Juilliard School and the University of 
Southern California.  
Tickets for the concert cost $20, and are 
available at www.keystix.com, or at the 
door on the afternoon of the event. Cash, 

checks, or credit/debit cards accepted. 
Students will be admitted free. Seating is 

on a first-come, first-served basis.
For more information visit www.

keywestimpromptu.org
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Historic Marker installed at City Hall
Historic Recognition: Left to right, City Commissioners Clayton Lopez, Gregory Da-
vila, Mary Lou Hoover, Key West Art & Historical Society Executive Director Michael 
Gieda, Historic Marker Tour founder Bruce Neff, Mayor Teri Johnston, City Commis-
sioners Jimmy Weekly, Samuel Kaufman, and City Manager Jim Scholl stand with a 
newly installed Historic Marker at Key West City Hall on Tuesday.

Built in 1923 as the Monroe County High School, the City of Key West acquired the 
property in 2014, with construction launching in 2015 for adaptive reuse as the new 

City Hall. Many of the structure’s original elements were repurposed during reconstruction, 
including trusses from the original roof structure and Dade County heart pinewood. 

The Historic Marker program is part of Key West Historic Marker Tours— a multi-plat-
form, self-guided, free walking tour of Key West’s historic sites founded by historian Neff to 
highlight the island’s unique multi-cultural history and heritage and now stewarded by Key 
West Art & Historical Society. This is the 105th of 121 markers highlighting historic sites 
in Key West. 
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Artist Mike Rooney began to 
hear about Key West in his high 

school years in the early 1970s. It all 
sounded so beautiful and free-spirit-
ed. He never knew it would take him 
to Creative Neverland!

Talk of turquoise waters, lined with 
palm trees and sun drenched sands 
drove him south. He loved it before he 
ever got here, and more, once he’d felt 
the pixie dust of island life.

The painter and teacher Rooney de-
cided a decade ago to visit The Florida 
Keys with plans to capture the feel of 
the place with paint on canvas. What 
he found was so much more than he 
expected. An impressionist painter in 
the tradition of the Cape Cod School of 
Art, he spent many years on the island 
crafting the colors that are his style and 
reveling in the islands quiet, secret plac-
es to paint. Vibrant and dreamy images 
chronicle lazy afternoons on Islamorada 
waterfront, or a mid afternoon meander 
down alleyways in Oldtown Key West. 

Out to Focus is an apt name for 
this year‘s exhibit of Rooney’s recent 
works. Never too literal but always 

accurately describes his M.O., leaving 
out 2/3 of what is really in the scene, 
he boils down what is absolutely essen-
tial, and plays colors against each other 
to weave unexpected harmonies. 

All the while maintaining the cred-
ible passion of his paint strokes. His 
love for this magical locale is evident.

His love of the temperature of the 

tropical light is evident in the warmth 
of the colors. Rooney’s compositions 

belie his attraction to the subjects he 
observes living here. Never literally but 
always unambiguous. 

Mike Rooney - Out of Focus show on March 16th
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Dance Key West invited 
to participate in New York 
performance workshop series at 
Dixon Place
Key West, March 6

Dance Key West, the non-for-prof-
it dance company founded and 

directed by Key West performer Kyla 
Piscopink in 2008, will travel to New 
York City for a Tuesday, March 19 
performance workshop series at Dixon 
Place with “Fast Forward,” a dance se-
ries curated by Sangeeta Yesley that pro-
vides opportunities for choreographers 
working in all dance forms to workshop 
longer, more developed pieces. The 
company will perform the third chapter 
in the ongoing “After These Messages” 
repertoire series, a work inspired by our 
culture’s obsession with screens.

““After These Messages” explores the 
pressures of conformity, pop culture, 
and social media,” says Piscopink. “As 
we continuously swipe, like and scroll, 
the lines begin to blur between our 
intrinsic, human need for authentic 
connection and our dismal desire for 
online validation, which leaves us ques-
tioning: what comes next?” 

The initial two chapters were per-
formed at The Waterfront Playhouse 
and The Studios of Key West and 
explored relationships in the age of 
technology— the first between a man 
and woman (Jordan Fife Hunt and 
Piscopink), the second between two 
women (Christina Johnson and Angela 
Harriell) with a focus on “our gener-
ally unhealthy relationship with social 
media,” explains Piscopink. The third 
chapter involves ten of the company’s 
members, including Key West dancers 
Kristen Huffman and Cricket Desma-
rais, and is a combination of set chore-
ography and structured improv.

“I’m really looking forward to ex-
ploring this concept further. It’s going 
to an experimental piece, and I’m grate-
ful for Dixon Place— hailed as a “Last 
Bastion of Downtown New York’s long 
tradition of theatrical experimentation” 
by The New York Times— and cura-
tor Sangeeta Yesley for giving us this 
opportunity,” she says. “To be able to 
go full-throttle into experimentation 
mode is a real dream come true as an 
artist, a freedom that I can’t explain.”

Dance Key West recently launched 
a new partnership with Key West The-
ater and are housed in the theater’s 
second-floor studio space, where they 
rehearse and offer a weekly roster of in-
novative dance and dance fitness classes 
developed to make movement accessi-
ble and fun for all levels of experience. 

For more information about the 
company or its programs and perfor-
mances or to make a tax-deductible 
donation, visit DanceKeyWest.com or 
email Kyla at dancekw@gmail.com. 

Dance Key West Artistic Director 
Kyla Piscopink and company mem-
ber Jordan Fife Hunt Photo by Jaqlin 
Medlock
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CARDIOLOGY OF THE KEYS
KEY WEST • MAR ATHON

• The only Ivy League affiliated cardiology practice in South Florida
• Close to you with two convenient locations in the Keys
• Home of the best cardiac surgery survival rate and the most valve 

surgeries in South Florida**

NOW OFFERING 
SAME OR NEXT DAY
APPOINTMENTS*

305.294.8334
msmc.com

*Physician and location subject to availability
**Based on hospitals performing more than 630 cases/yr. (AHCA  4QTR 2016 - 3QTR 2017)

Santa Fe Six Celebrated at Gildea 
Contemporary Gallery
KEY WEST, March 6

New works by six award-winning art-
ists spanning decades working in 

Santa Fe will be featured at Gildea Con-
temporary Gallery. Contemporary paint-
ings by Javier Lopez Barbosa, Suzanne 
Betz, Mark White, Suzanne Donazetti, 
Mark Horst, and Nancy Ortenstone, 
will be celebrated at a public opening on 
Monday, March 18th from 6 to 8 p.m. 
with a show titled “SANTE FE SIX” and 
remain on view through April 1.

A self-taught artist, Barbosa’s pro-
cess of abstraction stems from the 
connection between his emotions 
and the blank canvas, creating works 
to elicit joy and happiness. As an 
equestrian turned painter, Betz’s con-
nection with horses is channeled into 
her luminous paintings. Donazetti 
communicates with color through 
the refractive lens of weaving and 
painting, representing sunlight and 
shadows on copper.

For Horst, painting is a way of 

breaking time’s grip and setting loose 
something wild and strong. First a 
clay artist, after earning his PHD in 
Theology from Yale University, Horst 
turned to painting as a practice, not 
unlike prayer, of paying attention to 
the world and its contours. Dreams 
and intuitive logic inform every area 
of Ortenstone’s fresh impressionistic 
canvases, and White’s ethereal land-
scapes engraved on aluminum, cap-
ture the intensity and rich palette of 
the Southwest.

“Each artist has been delicately se-
lected to represent the best of the best 

of the leading painters working in 
Santa Fe today. We are excited to share 
their new works with the seasoned 
traveler and sophisticated collector of 
Key West,” states Paul Gildea, owner 
of the prestigious gallery, now in its 
fifth year in Old Town.

Gildea Contemporary Gallery spe-
cializes in abstract and contemporary 
art by over 30 artists. Visit our online 
store at artsy.net/gildea-gallery. Gildea 
Contemporary Gallery is located at 
522 Southard Street in Old Town, Key 
West, 305-797-6485 and Is open daily 
in season. 

Mark HorstNancy Ortenstone

Suzanne Betz
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Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Big Pine Key welcomes the 
Connections Project 2019 TOUR
The Florida Keys Council of 

the Arts works to support 
all the arts, in all the Keys, all 
the time. The local arts agency 
has launched its seventh annual 
Connections Project road show 
with the next opening reception 
at the beautiful Artists in Para-
dise Gallery located in the Winn 
Dixie Shopping Plaza in Big Pine 
on Friday, March 15th from 5:30 
pm to 7:30 pm featuring a vibrant 24-foot mosa-
ic mural created by local artists and art lovers. The 
reception, with festive hors d’oeuvres, desserts, and 
libations and entertainment, is open to the public.

The Connections Project is one of the Arts 
Council’s more innovative fundraising activities 
connecting community members with local arts 
and cultural initiatives. The Arts Council pro-
vides a 6x6 blank canvas to local professional art-
ists and artistic residents who then create a piece 
of art. “People of all abilities and skill levels are 
encouraged to participate,” said Florida Keys Arts 
Council Executive Director Elizabeth Young. “We 
offer workshops for non-artists, led by local art-
ists. And, we’re privileged to have more than 100 
professional Keys artists contributing a piece of 
art to Connections Project 2019.”

Once the nearly 400 completed canvases are 

collected, the monster mosaic 
is assembled by volunteers and 
taken on the road from Key 
Largo to Key West for seven art 
receptions and exhibitions. All 
receptions run from 5:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm. Exhibits are open 
during regular business hours of 
the Arts Council business part-
ner’s locations. The Connection 
Project road show is sponsored 

in part by Royal Furniture. The mosaic mural will 
be on exhibition in each location for about two 
weeks before going on the road to the next event.

After connecting with the art, patrons can also 
collect art by making a $50 donation for one can-
vas or a $125 donation for three at any reception or 
online atwww.keysarts.com. Once the road show 
has ended, donors receive a randomly selected piece 
of the mosaic in the mail. Each work includes an 
artist statement providing insight into the origin of 
the work and the artist’s thoughts and inspiration.

Proceeds from Connections Project direct-
ly benefit Keys’ artists and arts organizations 
through Arts Council grants, including the Art-
ists in Schools grant and a Special Projects grant.

For more information call the Florida Keys 
Council of the Arts at 305.295.4369 or visit 
www.keysarts.com. 

Angelo Troche 
Recognized as 
FKAA’s Employee 
of the Quarter
Florida Keys, March 6

Angelo Troche was 
recognized as the 

Florida Keys Aqueduct 
Authority’s Employee of 
the Quarter for the fourth 
quarter of 2018. 

Angelo has been em-
ployed with the Authority 
for 31 years and currently 
works as the Water Treat-
ment Plant Facilities Main-
tenance Foreman at the J. 
Robert Dean Water Treat-
ment Plant in Florida City. 

In this position he 
plays a critical role in 
overseeing specialized 
maintenance and repair 
of buildings, equipment, 
valves, vehicles, diesel en-
gines, treatment units and 
pneumatic systems. 

He is known for his com-
mitment to maintaining the 
equipment and willingness 
to work above and beyond 
the normal work day, to en-
sure the facility remains in 
superior condition. 

These traits, along with 
his superior co-worker rela-
tions and positive attitude, 
make him a tremendous as-
set to the utility and are the 
reason he was selected for 
this honor. 
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Key West, March 6th

March 6th, 2019 the Florida Green 
Building Coalition (FGBC) has 

awarded a 26-unit (Also a low-low 
income, affordable housing project) 
at 751 73rd Ocean in Marathon, the 
highest Platinum level ever scored in 
the State of Florida in 2018. This plat-
inum score of 239 awarded yesterday, 
is highest score out of 19,000+ resi-
dences certified by the FGBC since the 
non-profit’s inception in 2009.

All 26 new apartments feature Wa-
ter Sense and Water Star low-flow wa-
ter fixtures, stainless steel appliances, 
in-unit dish, clothes washers and dry-
ers which are considered a luxury for 
the vast majority of Keys lessees. These 
platinum units will save 40% in ener-
gy and water costs and were built at 
only 1.5% above normal construc-
tion costs according to the developer, 
owner, builder, and the Florida Green 
Building Coalition.

Ric Lightner is A USGBC LEED AP 
BD+C and FGBC Green Certifying 
Agent and has only certified Platinum 
level in residential and multi-family 
homes, since 2009. As a Design and 
Analysis member of the FGBC Board 
of Directors and member of the City 
of the Key West Sustainability Adviso-
ry Board, he further states that, “It is 
the general opinion of the public and 
even architects, that green sustainabil-
ity and building are mutually exclusive 
due to costs”. And further; “That is an 
absolute fallacy that might have been 
true 20 years ago, but not in today’s 

exponentially changing world”.
He states, “As an example, for 2017, 

FGBC first place went to Alys Beach 
Lucian Development LLC near Pana-
ma City Florida, where eight individual 
units sold for between one and two mil-
lion dollars. In Interesting juxtaposi-
tion, 26 apartments of the Alice Report 
working poor barely making ends meet 
at $250.o to $450.00 per week, living 
in the same highest end green platinum 
sustainable units as millionaires”. 

Statements from the owner and 
lender are, “We are proud to spearhead 
the development of 571 73rd Oceans, 
as it will provide much-needed afford-
able housing options for families with-
in closer proximity to employment des-
tinations.” [Martin Flynn, principal of 
Tri-Star Affordable, which partnered 
with Alden Capital Partners to con-
struct the development]. And; “The 
Florida Keys are critically underserved 
when it comes to affordable housing,” 
said Dana Mayo, executive vice pres-
ident of Alden Capital Partners. “We 
are proud to work on a development 
that changes this narrative and pro-
vides quality affordable housing.”

The two companies utilized low-in-
come housing tax credit financing for 73 
Ocean. The LIHTC funding encourages 
the construction of affordable housing 
projects. They have completed 94 of 
these Platinum units in the lower Keys.

The rents are based on income, with 
one-, two- and three-bedroom apart-
ments reserved for very-low, low and 
moderate-income residents earning 
between 25 and 60 percent of the ar-

ea’s Federal low-income working poor. 
Rents for one-bedroom units range 

from $185 for low-income residents to 
$749 for moderate-income residents. 

The larger three-bedroom units 
range from $277 to $1,059. There 
are be four one-bedroom units, 
14 two-bedroom units and eight 
three-bedroom units. 

The FGBC Green Designation rep-
resents achievements in a number of 
categories, such as energy efficiency, 

water conservation, site preservation, 
health, materials, and durability, in-
cluding disaster mitigation.

FGBC-certified homes complete 
a technically rigorous building as-
sessment and construction process 
to promote design and construction 
practices that reduce the negative en-
vironmental impacts of the building, 
improve occupant health and well-be-
ing, and reduce operating costs by as 
much as to 40% for the occupants. 

A Marathon Project has Achieved The Highest 
Ever Platinum Score in Florida
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com

Thursday 03/14
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos  
& Chris Case
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 03/15
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND
6:45 - midnight

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 03/16
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

CHARLIE RAGGS NEW HAVEN 
EMERALD SOCIETY
2:30pm - 6:30pm

LAST MANGOES BAND
7pm - midnight

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am
BAR STROLL

Sunday 03/17
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

CHARLIE RAGGS & HIS LUCKY 
CHARMS
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

ST PATRICK’S DAY

Monday 03/18
Raven Cooper
Noon - 5:00 pm 

ISLAND TIME DUO
6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 03/19
GARY HEMPSEY
noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR
6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 03/20
ALLEN “FRANKENDREAD” 
HOLLAND DUO
noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER DUO
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com

Thursday 03/14
Scott Kirby 5pm 
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 03/15
Scott Kirby 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 03/16
Scott Kirby 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Sunday 03/17
Andy Westcott &  
The Local Boyz 9pm 

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Monday 03/18
Brian Sutherland 5pm 
Blu Monday w Caffeine
Carl & The Buzz 9pm 

Tuesday 03/19
Brian Sutherland 5pm 
Dynamo 9pm 

Wednesday 03/20
Brian Sutherland 5pm
Dynamo 9pm

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
thegreenroomkeywest.com


Thursday 03/14
Marjory Lee,  
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Jason Lamson  
5:30pm - 9:30pm

DJ Phive Star 
10:00pm - 4:00am

Friday 03/15
Nick Walker  
1:00pm - 5:00pm

Oren Polak 
5:30pm - 9:30pm

DJ Phive Star 
10:00pm - 4:00am

Saturday 03/16
Ken Fairbrother  
5:30pm - 9:30pm

Drew Gunning  
1:00pm - 5:00pm

DJ Gyver 
10:00pm - 4:00am

Sunday 03/17
Sheldon McLellan 
1:00pm - 5:00pm

Marjory Lee 
5:30pm - 9:30pm

David Warren 
10:00pm - 2:00am

Monday 03/18
Shastina 
1:00PM - 5:00PM

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Sheldon McLellan 
5:30PM - 9:30PM

Drew Gunning 
10:00pm - 2:00am

Tuesday 03/19
Marjory Lee 
1:00pm - 5:00pm

David Warren 
10:00pm - 2:00am

Turner Harrison 
5:30pm - 9:30pm

Wednesday 03/20
Joe Enich
1:00PM - 5:00PM

Chris Thomas
5:30PM - 9:30PM

Turner Harrison
10:00pm - 2:00am

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  
(305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—
doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

The Salty Angler
1114 Duval St., (305) 741-7071
thesaltyangler.com


Thursday 03/14
Roger Jokela, 1pm – 5pm
The Happy Dog, 8pm – 11pm

Friday 03/15
Ben Taddiken, 12pm – 4pm

Raven Cooper, 8pm – 11pm

Saturday 03/16
Vincent Burgeron,  
9:00am – 11:30am

Eric Paul (Levy) 
12pm – 4pm

The Southernmost Magnolia Band

7:30pm – 10:30pm

Sunday 03/17
Alex F, 9am – 12pm

Ben Taddiken, 12pm – 4pm

Blarney Rubble, 1pm – 6pm

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

The Salty Sessions w/ Keith Snyder, 
Jeremy Tucker and Guests

1:30pm – 4:30pm

Charlie Miller, 8pm – 11pm

Monday 03/18
Dani Hoy, 12pm – 4pm

Wavy Dave, 7:30pm – 10:30pm

Tuesday 03/19
Roger Jokela, 12pm – 4pm

Charlie Miller, 7pm – 10pm

Wednesday 03/20
Eric Paul (Levy) 12:30pm – 4:00pm

Rachel Grace, 7:30pm – 10:30pm

Little Room Jazz Club  
3/14—03/20



Thurs. 3/14 Peter Diamond & Co. 8-11pm 

Fri. 3/15 Phil Sampson Trio 8-11pm

Sat. 3/16 Coffee Butler & Co. 8-11pm 

Sun. 3/17 Barry Cuda &The Sharks 
8-11pm 

Mon. 3/18 Open Jazz Jam 8:30-11:30 

Tues. 3/19 Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 
Baeder and Guests.

Wed.  3/20 Wine down Wednesdays  
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Captain Marvel

Directors Anna Boyden and Ryan 
Fleck (Mississippi Grind) are 

known for their eccentric collabora-
tions full of quirky characters and odd 
situations, and now within the format 
of a Stan Lee Marvel film. “Captain 
Marvel” is greatly entertaining with 
old school matinee fun. The film spills 

over with color, action, humor and 
heart. It also has a serious and very real 
message that women can and have al-
ways been an indispensable part of our 
world’s equilibrium.

Wonder Woman has competition. 
Vers or Carol Danvers (Brie Larson) 
has been having wild dreams. She has 
visions of flying, of joining the mili-
tary and crashing. Now she is on the 
planet of Hala and very confused. Yon 

Rogg (Jude Law) sends her on a rescue 
mission and also entrusts her to stop 
an alien invasion of Skrulls, green hu-
manoid beings thought to be violent.

This takes Vers to Earth where a sus-
penseful chase takes place at an L.A. 
monorail station. Here she meets Nick 
Fury (Samuel L. Jackson). After some 
shape-shifting surprises the two develop 
a wise-cracking rapport which is refresh-
ingly honest and amusing largely due to 
the plain joy that Larson has with the 
role. The actor is enjoying herself and to 
the directors’ great credit, it shows.

Above all, underneath the amusing 
action sequences, one gets to really see 
Vers/ Carol Danvers as the being she 
is, a person with heart and spirit. Dan-
vers is a courageous thrill seeker with 
a pure desire to make a difference. She 
is empathetic and sensitive with a be-
lief that most are good. This is what it 
takes to be a hero.

There are authentic dramatic mo-
ments between Danvers and her best 
friend Maria Rambeau (Lashana 
Lynch). Rambeau is a superhero in her 
own right. Her friendship with Dan-
vers is not the stuff of melodrama and 
is something every re-united friend 
can relate to.

Add to this the fact that the sinis-
ter sounding Skrulls are in fact refu-
gees who are only looking for a home, 
and we have a pop art story of great 
poignance for our times despite some 
“Star Trek” trappings.

Somehow even the kitsch adds to 
the heart.

Annette Bening and Jude Law both 
play fearsome beings, self-righteous 
and drunk with power.

The star of the show however is Lar-
son. Great fun it is to see aspects of a 
male-centered society shown to be ar-
chaic, outdated and silly: the large po-
liceman, the arrogant male agent, the 
over-hormonal hulking superman in 
the form of a grimacing Jude Law.

Carol Danvers shows that the true 
essence of a superhero exists not in 
muscle but in the mind and the ability 
is genderless and accessible to everyone.

Along with the very first “Aveng-
er” film, this chapter reveals itself to 
be heartfelt joy in comic form, with-
out forced laughs or knotty plot-lines. 
Even its highlighted elements from the 
1990s, featuring Nirvana, Grunge and 
the neon of “Star Trek” and “Battlestar 
Galactica” is endearing and subtle.

“Captain Marvel” shows the genu-
ine progression of a young woman into 
a literal star-hero—sane, just and em-
powered—a condition that is possible 
for us all if we so choose, through our 
thought and action. 

Everybody 
Knows

Asghar Farhadi is a great director 
known for his highly emotive and 

intense stories. His latest “Everybody 
Knows” is Farhadi’s version of a Hitch-
cock thriller. Though the story has 
some compelling details, an ominous 
setting and a great cast, the drama as it 
unfolds feels rote, derivative and emo-
tionally lethargic. 

The film is boosted by the charis-
matic star power of real life couple 
Javier Bardem and Penelope Cruz, but 
their persona as a couple is not enough 
to lift the movie out of its comfort zone 
into something absorbing throughout.

Laura (Penelope Cruz) is taking her 
family to the wedding of her younger 

 X Continued on page 24
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Key West, March 6

A photo from the DeWolfe and 
Wood Collection / Monroe Coun-

ty Public Library shows Burt Lancast-
er, Anna Magnani’s secretary, Ten-
nessee Williams, and Magnani on the 
porch of the Key West home known 
as “The Rose Tattoo House.” As part 
of the month-long TennesseeWilliams 
Birthday Celebration, Key West Art & 
Historical Society presents a series of 
films based on Williams’ plays at the 
Tropic Cinema, 416 Eaton Street. Still 
ahead: March 11, “The Rose Tattoo,” 
March 18, “Boom,” and March 25, 

“Sweet Bird of Youth.” All showings 
start at 6:30pm. Visit KWAHS.ORG/
EVENTSfor ticket links and a full 
schedule of Tennessee WilliamsBirth-
day Celebration events, a month-long 
series of arts and cultural happenings 
at multiple Key West venues. 

Just Announced: Key West Theater’s Grand Gala: 
A Vaudeville Inspired Event

In the ear-
ly 1900’s 

Va u d e v i l l e 
theater was 
a mix of all 
things en-
tertainment: 
song, dance, 

comedy, magic, acrobatics, and much 
more! This year we’d like to reintroduce 
you to all that is under our roof while 
enjoying many forms of entertainment 
in our different rooms. Our colorful his-
tory & the vision we have of the future 
for the Key West Theater will be on dis-
play for all to enjoy.

The night will begin with a leisurely 
stroll around one of Key West’s most 
effervescent and historical build-ings to 
explore otherwise off-limits areas. With 

a signature cocktail in hand you can pe-
ruse through the Bal-cony Bar’s floor to 
ceiling display of signed memorabilia 
and observe the Main Stage with a birds 
eye view. Stop by the Dance Studio for a 
noteworthy performance by Dance Key 
West, meander into the glamorous green 
rooms, where critically acclaimed artists 
have lounged and prepared for perfor-
mances. Step into our exclusive and in-
timate Back Stage Listening Room for a 
glimpse at a live recording, where right 

The Key West Theater cordially invites you to join us for our annual fundraising extravaganza in 
support of our 50( c )3 non-profit on April 12th. 

Event Details
Grand Gala: A Vaudeville Inspired Event
Key West Theater | 512 Eaton Street | 
Key West, FL | 33040
April 12th, 2019 | 6:00PM-10:00PM
Formal attire suggested; theme 
inspired attire encouraged

down the hall you can find instru-
ments and local artist imagery galore 
at The Grateful Guitar. 

The night will continue on in our 
Main Stage where you will enjoy 
an evening of delightful fare and li-
ba-tions along with dancing and live 

entertainment that will leave you 
breathless.

TICKETS:
Online at thekeywesttheater.com, 
ticketfly.com OR at the Key West 
Theater box office at 512 Eaton St. 

Tennessee Williams film 
celebration at Tropic Cinema
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B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T

Don’t Get Mad, Get 
Even
Dear Short Answers:
My friend is cheap. There is no other way to say it. 
Cheap. Last one to pull out his wallet, always short 
on cash, never buys a present, and if he brings wine 
to my house it is so cheap — it’s undrinkable. This is 
such a long-term habit it’s hard to bring it up now 
but I find I get mad BEFORE I see him. Suggestions?
Pre-Mad

Dear Pre-Mad:
Next time you are out together, look him straight in 
the eye when the bill comes and tell him “this one 
is yours buddy.” Nothing to be done about his gift 
of cheap wine.

Happy Mother’s Day
Dear Short Answers:
My girl friend and I have been living together for 
about a year. It used to be my apartment but we now 
share the rent. My mom came to visit me for 5 days 
last month. We do have a second bedroom so there 
was enough room even though it gets pretty crowed 
with 3 people. About 2 days into her visit, my girl 
friend got into heated argument with my mom that 
ended up with my girl friend in tears for the entire 
day. That night, my girl friend told me that I had to 
tell my mom to stay in a hotel. I did, but it was the 
hardest conversation I ever had with my mom. What 
do you think she should have done?
Feeling bad
Dear Bad:
Call us old-fashioned, but we think no mother 
should be treated like that. Some moms are awe-
some and some are merely to be endured but if it 
is your custom to have your mom stay with you on 
a visit, and you agreed to this one, your girlfriend 
should have respected that. And you were an aw-
ful coward. No wonder you feel bad.

Your Call
Dear Short Answers:
If your boyfriend ignores Valentine’s Day, forgets your 
birthday and believes that anniversaries aren’t im-
portant — is it time to get a new boyfriend?
No Presents

Dear No:
Well, if you are looking for trophies, then obviously 
you got the wrong guy. We think things like kind-
ness, humor and intelligence are more important 
for the long run but you get to pick your poison.

Warm and Cozy
Dear Short Answers:
My son and his wife and his baby have been living with 
us for almost two years. To be honest, I haven’t really 
minded. Mostly. Now they say they are expecting anoth-
er baby. Does this mean they will never move out?
Mom
Dear Mom:
Yes, they will never move out. Why should they? If 
this doesn’t suit you, you had better speak up.

A Million Naked 
Stories
Dear Short Answers:
Do you think having an affair is a deal breaker in a 
long marriage?
Asking for a Friend

Dear Friend:
We don’t think it needs to be, but it actually isn’t our 
opinion that matters on this one. Tell your friend 
there is a lot of work to be done to restore and repair.

Life is complicated.  Short Answers isn’t.

S H O R T  A N S W E R S 
BY  J E F F  J O H N S O N  P A U L A  F O R M A N

P A U L A  F O R M A N and J E F F  J O H N S O N
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Final Three Performances of The Hit “Tenderly” 
This Weekend

The long string of 
Sold Out houses 

for the Red Barn’s 
smash hit, “Tender-
ly: The Rosemary 

Clooney Musical” are about to end. 
There are only three more performanc-
es, tonight, Friday, and Saturday. Some 
tickets still remain for all three, but are 
in short supply.

The play stars the multi-talented Kim 
Schroeder Long as Rosemary Clooney, 
who has flown in to play the role, sup-
ported by Key West’s David Black, who 
plays a multitude of different characters 
who figured prominently in Clooney’s 
life. All curtains are at 8 pm.

“Her story’s pretty compelling,” 
Long said. “Superficially, it’s the mu-
sic, of course, but it turns out to be so 
much more than that. 

The songs just help tell the story. 
It’s more a play with music than a 
musical.”

“Tenderly” takes us deep into 
the life of Rosemary Clooney, who 
found success across many fields – 
recordings, movies, television, and 
concerts. Using songs as touch-
stones, the imaginative script moves 
back and forth through more than 30 
years of the singer’s life.

And the music’s wonderful – 
songs you’ve heard but may not 
have attributed to Clooney: her big 
hits like “Come On-A My House”, 
“Mambo Italiano”, “This Old 
House”, “Straighten Up And Fly 

Right”, “Hey, There”, and “Tender-
ly” are joined by those she garnered 
in later life when she emerged from 
the dark times as a respected jazz 
singer – “I Remember You”, “Have I 
Stayed Too Long At The Fair”, and 
many more.

Musical accompaniment for the 
show is provided by an extraordinary 
band, made up of Jim Rice on piano, 
Joe Dallas on bass, and Daniel Clark 
on drums.

All remaining tickets for the fi-
nal performances of “Tenderly: The 
Rosemary Clooney Musical” can be 
had by visiting redbarntheatre.com/
tickets or calling 305-296-9911. 

Kim Schroeder Long and David 
Black star in TENDERLY: The 
Rosemary Clooney Musical”, 
closing this weekend at the Red 
Barn Theatre in Key West.



20
www.konklife.com • MARCH 14-20, 2019

I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

 Rescue Tails

Gigi 
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

There are few things more satis-
fying to a shelter worker than a 

great family adopting an animal and 
then returning  to adopt a second one. 
That’s just what happened with Noah 
and his wife Kristen. 

Gigi came to us as a skinny, sick, 
homeless stray. She was young and 
obviously hadn’t had much luck in her 
short life. Her presenting medical con-
ditions would have been a textbook 
case for any new vet student. She was 
diagnosed with anemia, blood loss, in-
ternal parasites,  ringworm, and also 
tested positive for parvo! Yikes! 

We had our work cut out for us 
and so did Gigi.  Her treatment and 
recovery took months. At times, we 
wondered if she would ever be healthy 
enough for adoption after such a rough 
start. We’d see progress, then another 
medical hurdle surfaced. 

Thinking that perhaps a combi-
nation of shelter stress, in addition 
to the isolation required for a neces-
sary quarantine, were making things 

worse, we sent her into a foster home. 
Unfortunately in addition to her med-
ical challenges she also had behavioral 
problems.  The sight of anything ap-
proaching or moving past her would 
throw her into hysterics, causing her 
to lunge, leap, and scream like a ban-
shee. It took only a few days before her 
foster mom asked us to take her back. 

In time and with lots of treatment, 
she finally began to regain her health 
and put on some pounds. Even her 
reactivity began to lose its intensity. 
Eventually, just motorcycles and scoot-
ers set her off. We felt that if someone 
had the  patience to work with her, 
even that issue could be resolved.

Noah and Kristen came looking for 
a companion and we were impressed 
by how seriously they viewed the com-

mitment of  adoption and how respon-
sible and thoughtful they were. They 
liked Gigi and and in spite of her rocky 
start and her behavioral issues, they 
wanted her.  We thought they were 
the perfect family for her and it turned 
out we were right.  Noah worked hard 
on building her trust and self-control. 
It wasn’t too long before he reported 
that she would sit calmly in the door-
way even when a neighbor started up 
his motorcyle. They were thrilled with 
Gigi’s progress and totally in love with 
her. Periodic updates showed her play-
ing at the beach and enjoying being a 
Key West dog, now named Quinn. 

About eight months later, Noah and 
Kristen decided they would like to get 
her a friend, but this time decided a 
smaller dog might be a good choice. 

They happened to come to the shelter 
shortly after a little Maltese mix had 
been surrendered to us. Like Gigi had 
been, Cali was young and sweet, but 
fortunately in good health. Given how 
successfully they had integrated Gigi/
Quinn into their lives, we felt  confi-
dent that Cali would also succeed with 
them. The first update we received as-
sured us that it was a great match and 
the pictures they have shared are proof. 

The FKSPCA staff works hard to 
help our adopters find animals that will 
be a good match for them, but we work 
just as hard to help our animals find 
the right adopters to help them suc-
ceed. Adoption is a two-way street, and 
success has to flow in both directions. 
Thanks to Noah, Kristen, Quinn, and 
Cali for showing us it can be done! 

Key West Weddings  
and Renewals

Packages starting at $250.
Ask about our Bachelorette Spa-rties!

(305) 293-WEDO (9336) 
www.keywestweddingsandrenewals.com

David Brooks, Ordained Minister

Spec ia l i ze  in  Beach  Weddings
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In the world of 
comedy, there are 

few true originals. 
This is particularly 
true with Broadway 

comedy. The Great White Way has al-
ways embraced roustabout farces and 
repurposed stand-up routines – there 
are a half a dozen of them running 
right now, one mostly like the next.

But every once in a while, a writ-
er will come along like a shot out of 
left field – a playwright with a singu-
lar ability to take the mundane and 
using a sharp wit and hilarious per-
spective, elevate it in unexpected ways 
that make you laugh out loud simply 
because you really didn’t see it coming. 
In fact, you couldn’t even imagine it.

So it is with comedian Steve Martin, 
who in recent years has turned his ab-
surdist, off-the-wall comedy mind to 
crafting exquisite, intellectual comedic 
gems for the stage. His latest Broad-
way hit, “Meteor Shower” will make 

its south Florida debut at the Red Barn 
Theatre in Key West next week.

Starring Dave Bootle, Michael Cas-
tellano, Elena Devers, and Susannah 
Wells, and directed by Joy Hawkins, 
“Meteor Shower” will run Tuesday, 
March 26 through Saturday, April 20. 
It is important to note that only the 
Reduced-Price Preview on Monday, 
March 25 and the Opening night per-
formance on Tuesday, March 26 will be 
at 8 pm. All others will be at 7:30 pm.

The play – true to Martin’s oeuvre 
– is conceptual comedy. The funny ac-
tion and dialogue are attached more 
to the theme he’s exploring than the 
characters he uses to explore it. And as 
the New York Times said, “Mr. Martin 
is peerless at crafting tiny wit bombs,” 
which he uses perfectly and liberally 
throughout the play.

The story revolves around two cou-
ples – Norm and Corky, and Gerald and 
Laura. The first two have been married 
for 19 years, and most of that time has 

been spent working on their relation-
ship with the help of magazines, books, 
and a lot of psychobabble (the play 
takes place in the 90’s, after all). Any 
conflict between them is immediately 
addressed with trite rituals: “I under-
stand you probably did not know you 
hurt me”, or “I honor your feelings.”

Repressed though they may be, Norm 
and Corky invite Gerald and Laura over 
for drinks and to watch the coming Per-
seid Meteor Shower about to light up 
the sky over the boutique town of Ojai, 
California. But unbeknownst to them, 
the latter couple have a nefarious agen-
da – they have come to conquer and de-
stroy: ”Let’s go for total collapse” Gerald 

tells his wife as they make their plans to 
crack open the perfect balance Norm 
and Corky have seemingly achieved in 
their relationship.

While the meteor shower definitely 
plays an important role in the play (wait 
‘til you see how), it is the emotionally 
alluring moves by the interloping cou-
ple that leave Norm and Corky reeling. 
Like us, they didn’t see it coming.

Martin’s theme here is the vulnera-
bility of marriage and a commentary 
on the obstacles faced in keeping a 
modern marriage together. But true to 
his absurdist roots, he’s not going to 

Funny, Absurdist “Meteor Shower” is Classic 
Steve Martin

Elena Devers, Dave Bootle, Michael Castellano, and Susannah Wells star 
in Steve Martin’s funny absurdist comedy METEOR SHOWER, playing 
March 26-April 20 at the Red Barn Theatre in Key West.

 X Continued on page 24
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Comedy Key West at 
BottleCap
Comedy Key West presents profes-

sional standup comedians Ken 
Miller and Erik Myers. They perform 
after talented local comics warm up the 
stage at The BottleCap.  

Ken Miller performs on Thursday and 
Friday, March 14th and 15th. Ken won 
the 2013 Florida’s Funniest Comedy 
Competition beating over 200 comics, af-
ter previously finishing 2nd for two years 
in a row. He was also the 2009 Come-
dy Central South Beach Festival winner 
beating out 88 other comics. Ken was 
chosen to perform in The World Series of 
Comedy in Las Vegas, The Great Amer-
ican Comedy Festival and the Laughing 
Skull Comedy Festival in Atlanta. You 
may have recently seen him on Nick 
Moms, Moms Night Out and Nick Jr.

Erik Myers performs on Thursday and 
Friday, March 21st and 22nd. Erik is a 
high-energy comic that talks about his 
crazy life with a machine gun delivery. 
He has been seen on the Latino Laugh 
Festival with Pablo Francisco and has 
performed in 35 states in the country 
for some of the biggest names in come-
dy including Ron White and Dave Attell. 
Erik’s crowd-pleasing act should leave au-
diences happy and begging for more.

Comedy Key West also hosts a weekly 
Wednesday Comedy Circus Show; a fun, 

pro-am show that’s different each week! 
Enjoy open mic, standup, sketch comedy, 
video shorts, music, contests, roasts, games 
& more. If interested in testing your com-
edy skills during a relaxed open mic night, 
contact Joe at Comedy Key West.

Doors open at 7:30 PM and Show-
time is at 8:30. There is a 2-drink min-
imum in the showroom. For more in-
formation about the comedians and to 
purchase tickets visit www.comedykey-
west.com. Bottlecap is located at 1128 
Simonton Street in Key West. 

Erik Myers

Ken Miller

Schooner Wharf Weekend of 
St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations – 
March 16th & 17th 
There are two days to celebrate the 

“wearing o’ the green” at Schoo-
ner Wharf Bar while enjoying Black 
and Tans, green beer and schnapps, 
and of course, some great Irish Whis-
key. Enjoy traditional corned beef 
and cabbage prepared by the Schoo-
ner galley. There is a lot of fun to be 
had at this popular waterfront pub!  

On Saturday, March 16, everyone 
will extend their “Irish” heritage for 
the 41st annual St. Patty’s Day Bar 
Stroll, which just like everything else, 
always ends up at Schooner Wharf Bar.  

The Schooner Wharf stage will be 
clickin’ their heels all day. Michael 
McCloud, along with “Professor” Pete 
Peterson and Dave Hoffman, will en-
tertain from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Then dance a jig to Charlie Raggs 
and His Lucky Charms. The trio will 
play Irish folk music and sing-alongs 
with an edge. Multi-instrumental 
– featuring traditional mandolin, 
banjo, bouzouki, double bass, gui-
tar, bodhran, violin, and fiddle from 
2:15-6:15.  

Last Mangoes, an eclectic and fun 
Key West band, will take the stage 
from 7:00-midnight. Catch classic 
and current favorites with an islan-

dy steel drum twist – from reggae to 
Motown to rock and funk.

Local entertainers Michael Mc-
Cloud & Friends are back with 
amusing wit and musical talents 
from noon until 5 p.m. The cele-
bration continues into the night 
with the Irish folk sounds of Charlie 
Raggs and His Lucky Charms from 
6:45 – 11:00 p.m. --- guaranteed to 
“Get your Irish up!” Come celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day -- find your lucky 
charm, friends and fun at Schooner 
Wharf Bar!

For more information, please call 
(305) 292-3302, visit Schooner-
wharf.com or join us on Facebook. 
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It’s alive!!! Young Frankenstein, a fabulous 
production
BY JOANNA BRADY

Alive, in-
deed—and 

lively! This one 
will have you 
laughing out 
loud from the 

get-go. Young Frenkenstein, the mu-
sical—now playing at the Waterfront 
Playhouse—is based on the highly 
successful 1974 comedy film of the 
same name, written by Mel Brooks 
and Gene Wilder. The movie was di-
rected by Brooks, who has described it 
as his best film. 

Young Frankenstein is a parody of 
the horror film genre, especially the 
1931 Universal Pictures adaptation of 
Mary Shelley’s 1818 novel, Franken-
stein. The musical opened on Broad-
way November 8, 2007.

This play, with its commendable 
production values, is a praiseworthy 
showcase for what Key West players 
are capable of; not only in acting, but 
in choreography, singing, and music. 
Not to mention its extraordinary qual-
ities of stagecraft.

Right from the beginning, the play 
is fun. Mad scientist Victor Franken-
stein of Transylvania has died and the 
heir to his fiendish lab creations is 
announced: His grandson, Frederick 
Frankenstein, an anatomy professor in 
New York (Alan Gillespie). The grand-
son arrives to settle the estate, resisting 
urgings from mad assistant Igor to 
carry on with his grandfather’s experi-
ments. From a stolen body and a brain 
(from someone named Abbey Normal), 
a monster is born (Ross Pipkin). 

The song and dance ensemble is 
terrific, featuring Mathias Maloff –a 
great character actor who is always 

hilarious—D.J. Mills, Halley Daigle, 
Jackie Madejski, Lauren Thompson, 
and especially Braeden Garrett (Can 
that guy dance!) who also plays the 
ghost of Victor Frenkenstein, exhort-
ing his grandson to carry on his work. 

The song and dance numbers are 
all entertaining, but I particularly 
enjoyed “Join the Family Business”; 
Belle Jampol is great as lab assistant 
ingénue, Inga, in “Roll in the Hay” 
in which she warbles a creditable yo-
del. Kristen Michelle is delightful as 
Elizabeth, the grandson’s fiancée. As 
always, Marjorie Paul-Shook turns in 
a first-rate performance as the formi-
dable Frau Blucher (she whose very 
name scares horses). A talented ac-
tress, Paul-Shook is particularly come-
dic when she sings and vamps to “He 
vas my boyfriend.” 

The casting couldn’t have been bet-
ter. Alan Gillespie excels as the title 
character, belting out several good 
songs along with his fancy footwork. 
And Jeffrey Harwell is his perfect foil, 
playing the gnome-like Igor who can’t 
make up his mind which side of his 
back the hump should go. Jack Ag-
new makes a wonderful blind hermit, 
and the song he sings “Please Send 
Me someone” is beautifully sung, set-
ting up one of the funniest scenes in 
modern comedy as he is visited by the 
monster, serving him hot soup and 
giving him a cigar. The night I was 
in attendance, the audience really ap-
preciated the visual gags in this scene, 
funnies that never seem to get tired.

Ross Pipkin, as you’d expect, 
steals the show as the monster (oh, 
those thick shoes!) The song and 
dance act in his tux and top hat with 
Alan Gillespie and the ensemble 
in “Puttin’ on the Ritz” will bring 

tears of laughter to your eyes. Yes, 
it’s that funny. When his brain later 
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just hand it to us. He uses temporal 
shifts to go back in time and re-run a 
scene, offering funny, completely un-
expected, alternative outcomes to the 
evening’s confrontations.

It’s all an hilarious exercise completely 
true to Steve Martin’s absurdist, intellec-
tual, very humorous view of the world, 
and one that will leave you laughing 
at the ideas he’s presented while at the 

same time, thinking how much you re-
lated to what he was saying.

Tickets for “Meteor Shower” can 
be purchased at redbarntheatre.com/
tickets or by calling the box office at 
305-296-9911. Ticketholders for 
the Opening Night performance are 
invited to join the cast and crew for 
the Opening Night party immedi-
ately following the show that night. 
The engagement is sponsored by Jane 
Gardner Interiors, Wonderdog Stu-
dios, and Design Group Key West. 

T H E A T E R  R E V I E W    T R O P I C  C I N E M A  R E V I E W

sister Ana (Inma Cuesta). Laura’s hus-
band, Alejandro (Ricardo Darin) can’t 
make it due to business worries. The 
family pulls into Laura’s old estate in 
Spain, the site of the wedding.

Laura’s ex, Paco (Javier Bardem) is 
close at hand.

When the wedding is in full swing, 
Laura’s daughter Irene (Carla Campra) 
is overcome by asthma and goes to her 
room. Then the power goes out.

Laura goes to Irene’s bed, but she is 
nowhere to be found. Laura panics.

Irene is missing. Within minutes, 
Laura gets a message on her smartphone.

It is a ransom text.
Laura questions everyone on the 

grounds but to no avail. Paco tries to 
give assistance, but he looks sleepy 
and dazed, his heart still bruised 
from Laura’s sudden breakup, six-
teen years ago.

Bardem is certainly arresting to watch, 
but his emotional range does not move 
much beyond shock in this outing.

Cruz, by the same token is compel-
ling, yet her vocabulary does not regis-
ter outside of anger and nervous alarm.

Much time is taken up with watching 
cell phones, interviewing relatives and 
racing up dusty trails. Javier Bardem has 
intent watchful eyes but his mumbling 
dialogue feels flat and contrived.

It is known that the pair share a 
passionate past, but their scenes to-
gether fail to ignite. Bardem seems to 
be going through the motions of the 
story, oddly on auto pilot, rather than 
immerse himself into any intrigue or 
believable drama.

Similarly, Cruz is in one singular 
key of high alert.

There are some intriguing notes: a 
forbidding bell tower out of “Vertigo” 
and a sinister looking drone.

Aside from these trappings, howev-
er, the momentum is stuck in second 
gear as the exes constantly check their 
phones and get flustered.

Alejandro himself merely shuffles 
about, his heavy face a mask of sand, 
hardly the grieving parent.

Because of such low charge, any 
surprise feels to be an anti-climax, 
similar to the Ridley Scott film “All 
the Money in the World” (2017).

Asghar Farhadi is usually a direc-
tor of force and emotion. Both “The 
Salesman” and “A Separation” were 
gripping and thoughtful, full of cul-
tural complexity and heart. By con-
trast, “Everybody Knows” feels like 
a conceptual exercise, tepid and rou-
tine. The director’s next voyage will 
surely be far more potent and pow-
erful, hopefully a welcome return for 
Farhadi, an uncommon filmmaker. 

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

Everybody Knows...
 X Continued from page 16

Funny, Absurdist...
 X Continued from page 21

It’s alive!!! ...
 X Continued from page 23

gets cross-wired to the doctor’s, his 
monster grunting disappears and he 
speaks intelligibly and authorita-
tively in the Queen’s English. 

Tom Thayer has done  superb work 
directing this play and assisting in 
the choreography—along with Penny 
Leto and Carolyn Cooper, who have 
done an outstanding job. 

And the ever creative Michael Boy-
er has outdone himself with the amaz-
ing set design of Frankenstein’s castle. 
An astonishing talent.  

Last but not least, the musical 
group is directed by Michael Fauss, 
and features Fauss on piano, Nancy 
3.Hoffman on keyboard, Gary Riv-
enson on bass, Donna DeForrest on 
reeds, and Ken Swinkin on drums.

The play Young Frankenstein is 
different from the movie. There are 
more musical numbers, more action, 
more fun—and it’s colorful, which 
gives it more life than Brooks’ 1974 
black and white movie. This play is 
well worth seeing. You’ll head home 
laughing.

Young Frankenstein runs thru 
March 23. Visit WaterfrontPlayhouse.
org or call 305 294-5015. Curtain 
times all at 8:00 pm; one 15-minute 
intermission. 

(Joanna Brady is a local writer, au-
thor of the historical novel of Key West, 
The Woman at the Light, published by 
St. Martin’s Press) 
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FRINGE THEATER

Tickets on Sale for Fringe’s Collected Stories

Fringe Theater presents the quirky 
comedy The Clean House, March 

20 – 30, in the Parish Hall of St Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. 

The Pulitzer Prize nominated play, 
written by contemporary American 
playwright Sara Ruhl, takes place in 
“metaphysical Connecticut.” It is a 

concoction of real and surreal story 
lines that take the audience on a fan-
tastical journey that searches for mean-
ing among life’s messier moments.

Lane, an accomplished physician, 
wants her house clean. Lane’s Brazil-
ian maid wants to write jokes. Lane’s 
surgeon husband wants to live hap-
pily-ever-after with his dying patient. 
Lane’s sister Virginia wants to clean up 
all the mess everyone is making, if only 
they would let her! 

“It’s hard to put The Clean House 
tidily into a genre,” says the show’s 

director, Rebecca Tomlinson. “It’s an 
unexpected mix of realism and fantasy, 
minimalism and spectacle.” 

The ensemble of diverse and whacky 
characters drives the play’s action 
which stops periodically to allow the 
characters to say things directly to the 
audience. The play twists and turns 
through betrayal, loss, illness, and 
death yet manages to tell an unexpect-
edly life-affirming and funny story. It 
is, after all, laughter that sustains us 
through the muck, mire, and mess of 
our lives.

The New York Times called the NYC 
premiere of the play “visionary, tinged 
with fantasy, extravagant in feeling, 
and maybe a little nuts.” 

“I was drawn to the play’s journey 
toward forgiveness,” Rebecca shares.  
“It resonated with me. I think it will 
resonate with the audience, too.” 

The cast features Wende Shoer as 
Lane, Diane May as her sister, Fran-
cesca Silva as the maid, Tim Dahms as 
Lane’s husband, and Camille Toler as 
his soulmate.  

The Clean House runs March 20 - 30 
at 7pm in the Parish Hall of St Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, which is located at 
401 Duval Street. (The Parish Hall sits 
at the back of the property.) Tickets are 
$35 general admission and $45 reserved 
seating. Seating is limited. Tickets are 
available online at www.fringetheater.
org or by calling 305-731-0581. 

Photo Names: (first row) Francesca Silva, Wende Shoer, (second row)  
Camille Toler, Tim Dahms, Diane May. Photo Credit: Cynthia Kemeny.
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Four charming – and attractively priced – condos
in the heart of Key West’s best neighborhood
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR

As Key West real estate 
becomes more and more 

valuable, it has become increasing-
ly difficult for buyers to find that in-
vestment that helps them live the Key 
West dream.

Four charming units have just been 
listed for sale at Mahogany House, a 
recently launched condominium de-
velopment in a superbly renovated 
building in the heart of the Meadows, 
one of the most desirable neighbor-
hoods on the island. Best of all, the 
units range in price from $399,000 to 
$479,000, putting them within strik-
ing distance of buyers looking for their 
own little piece of paradise.

Each condo in this beautiful, cen-
tury-old Conch house offers Key West 
charm, plenty of natural light, and 
private outdoor space to enjoy the gor-
geous Keys weather.

The entire property has undergone 
recent upgrades, and the building 
now has a new metal tile roof, new 

exterior paint, and a washer/dryer in 
each unit.

Unit 1 is a one bedroom, one bath 
ground floor residence with a brand-new 

kitchen, bath and flooring. It’s been fresh-
ly painted and has a private front porch 
and small garden. This 579 square foot 
unit is priced to sell at just $399,000.

Unit 2 is a second floor 1/1, with 
two private porches and a large, pri-
vate, ground floor outdoor space, with 
plenty of mature landscaping and 
decking. This 530 square foot unit is 
also being offered for $399,000.

Unit 3 is a ground floor condo, listed 
as a one bedroom, but functioning as a 
two bedroom, one bathroom home.

With a large kitchen and living 
room, charming screened Florida 
room, and three separate entrances, 
this is the largest unit at Mahogany 
House. Also included in the purchase 
price of $479,000 is a separate, 100 
square foot building with electric and 
water, which could be put to use as 
an art studio, writer’s nook, office, or 
guest quarters - or kept in its current 
status as a laundry room. This unit 
also features a large private garden 
and deck.

Unit 4 is another second floor sanc-
tuary with one bedroom and one bath-
room. Featuring a large kitchen and 
living room, and plenty of natural light, 
this unit offers a soaring cathedral ceil-
ing, a private tree-top porch, and en-

The Mahagony House, offers the best of Key West’s quintessential 
charm, graceful shade canopy, and quiet yet convenient location.  
PHOTO CREDIT:  Forever Studios Key West.
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closed ground floor deck, with gazebo. 
This unit is priced at $429,000.

A rare off-street parking spot is also 
being offered for sale at Mahogany 
House, though parking is plentiful 
on Newton Street. With a new roof, 
paint, and termite warranty, the Con-
do Association budget is healthy, with 
low condo fees, making these units the 
perfect affordable homes, or snow bird 
nests. Small pets will be permitted, and 
rentals will also be allowed under cer-
tain conditions.

Newton is a quiet, one-way street 
in the heart of the Meadows, a district 
that offers all the charm and funkiness 
of “Old Key West,” with the tran-

quility of being in one of the town’s 
quietest neighborhoods. Mahogany 
House is still just a five minute walk to 
Old Town, with its many restaurants, 
clubs, and theaters. It’s also just a five 
minute drive to the shopping ameni-
ties of New Town.

The four units at Mahogany House 
offer an opportunity to make the 
Southernmost City your home.

For more information, or to arrange 
a showi ng, call listing agent/broker/
owner ChelleBe Blades of Realty Execu-
tives Key West at 305-394-4750, email 
blades@realtyexecutives.com, or visit 
www.realtyexecutiveskeywest.com.

keysscribe@aol.com

Unit 2’s Second Floor Balcony/Porch is tucked behind the foliage and 
shade of a verdant Spanish Lime tree. Contributed photo.

The french doors of Unit 3’s living room open to the breeze and shaded 
protection of the screened porch and private deck beyond. Contributed photo.

Lush foliage graces the private garden areas, each with independent 
fencing. Contributed photo.
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Mahogany House
1401 Newton St., Key West

Mahogany House, 
an original Conch House 
located in a quiet corner 
of the Meadows, is now 
available as four unique 
1 bedroom condos. All 
with private entrances 
and outdoor areas, and 
many updates. With new 
roof and paint, the low 
condo fees make this the 
perfect affordable home 
or Snow-bird nest! 

Unit 1:  lower level, 10’ ceilings, all new kitchen and floors - $399,000

Unit 2:  two great porches + over 800’’ private decks/garden - $399,000

Unit 3:  2 bonus rooms, screened porch & over 600’ private deck/garden   
             $479,000

Unit 4: Cathedral Ceilings, loft, treetop views, private deck - $429,000

PRICED TO SELL

3706 N. Roosevelt Blvd, Suite 208
RealtyExecutivesKeyWest.com

3
Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

1119 Whitehead St. • 3 BR/2 BA  • $1,495,000
Total Renovation! Chef’s Kitchen, Off-Street Parking,

Elegant Amenities and Luxurious En Suite Master Bedroom

Recently Sold! Congratulations to our Sellers and Buyers
728 Ashe Street • 2317 Flagler Avenue

Under Contract!  315 Amelia Street 

Call us for all your real estate needs!

See Map

1

See Map

2
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4

The treetop views of Unit 4 are available from the upper porch or the 
bank of windows. Contributed photo.

The first floor’s Unit 1, is newly renovated, with new kitchen, bath, 
paint and flooring. Contributed photo.

The interiors of all the Mahogany House Condos are an eclectic mix of 
original historic style and modern updates, still leaving room for new 
Owners’ finishing touches Contributed photo.
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Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

  Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number 

 1401 Newton St. Key West  ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750  

 Unit 1 1/1, Unit 2 1/1, Unit 3 1/1, Unit 4 1/1   

 1604 Duncan St., Key West 1BR/1BA Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276  

 6800 Maloney #17 2BR/1BA Jon Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty 305-433-0552  

   Janine Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty 305-433-1911

 109 Front St., #214, Key West 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty 508-269-8565  

    305-296-7078

Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

2

3

4

2

3

1  
4
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Royal Palms Realty 14/02/19  $995,000  $950,000 3749 Duck Ave 1963 Single Fam 4 No 4

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 15/02/19  $399,000  $380,000 48 Merganser Ln 1995 Townhouse 2 No 4

Bascom Grooms Real Estate Coldwell Banker Schmitt 14/02/19  $280,000  $280,000 1624 Bertha St, #4 1966 Condo 2 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coldwell Banker Schmitt 15/02/19  $559,000  $475,000 2808 Seidenberg Ave 1953 Single Fam 2 No 3

Coldwell Banker Schmitt BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 15/02/19  $559,000  $530,000 2317 Flagler Ave 1953 Single Fam 3 No 3

Century 21 All Keys Coastal Collection 13/02/19  $699,000  $669,000 1800 Atlantic Blvd, 134C 1987 Condo 2 Yes 2

Keller Williams KW Compass Last Key Realty 14/02/19  $899,999  $860,000 1709 George St 1964 Single Fam 4 No 2

Vacasa Florida, LLC Vacasa Florida 19/02/19  $689,000  $625,000 1523 Seminary St 1958 Single Fam 2 No 2

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Vacasa Florida 19/02/19  $940,000  $920,000 1800 Atlantic Blvd, C435 1987 Condo 2 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Vacasa Florida 15/02/19  $2,595,000  $2,475,000 107 Front St, #317 1991 Condo 4 Yes 1

Truman & Co. Coastal Collection 15/02/19  $829,000  $829,000 615 Amelia St 1990 Townhouse 2 No 1

Truman & Co. Coldwell Banker Schmitt 19/02/19  $599,000  $594,000 620 Thomas St, #178 1991 Condo 2 No 1

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of February 13th to  February 20th, 2019




