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End of Season
CLEARANCE SALECLEARANCE SALE

EVERY DEPARTMENT

UP TO

75 SUGGESTED RETAIL
% OFF

KEY LARGO
305-451-5700

MM 99 Median

KEY WEST
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Searstown by Publix

MARATHON
305-743-4397

MM 50 Oceanside

Going on Now!

www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

City Manager - Why Not The Best?
BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

In a democracy, the quality, compe-
tence and integrity of the individu-

als who serve the public determine the 
quality of life.  In Key West the public 
servant with the most power over the 
long-est period is the City Manager.

We the people elect six Commission-
ers and one Mayor who, in turn, select 
the City Manager.  This position acts as 
the Chief Operating Officer who runs 
the government and implements the 
commission’s decisions.  In Key West, 
the City Manager is a powerful respon-
sibility that has an enormous impact on 
the success or failure of our local govern-
ment, and on our future.  Jim Scholl, the 

current CM, is retiring and our commu-
nity needs his successor to be even better 
and more talented in order to deal with 
a range of 21st century challenges, from 
housing to global warming. 

The key to success in staffing is Selec-
tion - if you want and expect the best re-
sults, you must have competition to find 
and hire the best candidate.  The gener-
ally accepted process to achieve this goal 
is to conduct a professional national 
search that will identify and screen the 
most qualified city manager candidates 
from across the country. The search 
should include potential candidates in 
KW or the Keys, as well as the best can-
didates anywhere in the US who have 
the required talents, knowledge and ex-

perience. Professional executive search 
consult-ants who specialize in this, build 
a universe of suspects (most of whom are 
not looking for a job) and then winnow 
this group down to a small number of 
the very best and most qualified finalists 
who fit KW needs - from which the best 
finalist is hired. A national search is the 
right process for attracting the best can-
didate for KW, and for the future of our 
community.  One of the first responsi-
bilities of the new City Manager should 
be a succes-sion plan that will produce 
an even better successor next time.

Failure to use the best process, one 
that insures that KW attracts the best 
City Manager, would be a serious and 
short sighted mistake. n

Key West 
Writers Guild 
Meeting  on 
Saturday May 
11, 2019

The Key West Writers Guild will 
meet Saturday, May 11, 2019, 

from 9:00 A.M. to noon in the Con-
ference Room at the Condominiums 
at 2601 S. Roosevelt Blvd., Key West 
Florida. Enter through the gate just to 
the left of the flagpoles. Please park 
across the street on South Roosevelt 
(Free Parking).
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Will he or won’t he? 
That’s the ques-

tion recently swirling 
around Key West City 
Manager Jim Scholl, 

whose five-year employment contract 
with the city ends on July 2. Will he 
retire or will he sign up for a sixth 
year in this, his second go-round as 
city manager?

First indications are that Scholl will 
not agree to another year but is willing 
to extend his contract for three months 
to Oct. 1. A resolution to that effect is 
on the May 7 city commission meet-
ing agenda. Those three months would 
not only give city officials time to look 
for his replacement but allow Scholl 

to finalize the 2019-2020 city budget, 
one of the city manager’s biggest jobs 
and one where detailed knowledge of 
city finances is critical.

There are already rumblings behind 
the scenes whether commissioners will 
look to hire Scholl’s replacement inter-
nally or go out for a national search. 
Scholl himself, while not comment-
ing on whether he would like to retire 
soon – although he noted that his wife 
is enjoying her new retirement – favors 
hiring an existing city official if and 
when he leaves.

“I would be very, very happy if we 
promoted from within,” he said when 
asked a few weeks ago.

But Mayor Teri Johnston said she 
favors making a national search for the 
position, which is responsible for man-
aging the $200 million city budget. 

That search, she added, will include 
any current city officials interested in 
the position.

“I always have stated… that we 
would go out for a search, which 
would include internal candidates,” 
Johnston said. “I think there are a 
number of people who will step for-
ward. Steve McAlearney in engineer-
ing has expressed interest. And I think 
there are three or four more [internal 
candidates].”

McAlearney has worked in the city’s 
engineering department for years and 
was recently promoted to its top spot, 
director, when former Director Jim 
Bouquet retired at the beginning of 
February. And Assistant City Manag-
er Greg Veliz has already thrown his 
hat into the ring, saying “should the 
job open up,” he’d be interested. Veliz 

started working for the city 14 years 
ago as a sewer inspector. He transferred 
over to the recreation department, 
then public works, which became the 
Community Services Department. He 
became director of that department in 
2008 and was promoted by Scholl to 
assistant city manager in 2014.

One black mark on Veliz’ record, 
however, was his arrest in 1991 for drug 
possession with intent to distribute, a 
felony for which he served 30 months 
in jail. Veliz is forthright about his con-
viction, not hiding it and freely talking 
about the impact his arrest had on him. 
He has not been arrested since.

“I only touched the stove one 
time. They made a believer out of 
me,” he said.

K E Y  N E W S

Is Key West city manager on his way out?

• COHIBA  •  ROMEO Y JULIETA  •  MONTECRISTO
•  ROCKY PATEL  •  ARTURO FUENTE

~ All Brand Name Cigars ~
Hookas, Hookah Tobaccos, & Tobacco Accessories

HAND-ROLLED CUBAN LEAF CIGARS

POINT BREAK
CIGAR FACTORY

3 LOCATIONS: 
600 Duval  •  921 Duval  •  403 Greene

305.295.6110
PointBreakCigars.com

 X Continued on page 8
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Womankind celebrates National 
Women’s Health Week with free 
“Medical Mingle,” an informal 
meet-and-greet luncheon

Key West, May 1

In honor of this year’s National 
Women’s Health Week, Wom-

ankind, a Key West medical center 
that provides high-quality family 
planning and primary health care 
to people of all income levels, is 
hosting a free “Medical Mingle” 
gathering on Monday, May 13 
from 12:00pm – 1:00pm at the 
center’s 1511 Truman Avenue 
location. The informal meet-and-

greet luncheon both celebrates 
Key West professionals who sup-
port women’s health and invites 
local women to learn about the 
many programs and services of-
fered and meet the friendly faces 
behind them.

This year’s annual National 
Women’s Health Week kicks off 
on Mother’s Day, May 12 and 
is celebrated through May 18, 
2018. Led by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-

vices’ Office on Women’s Health, 
the week serves as a reminder for 
women to make their health a 
priority and build positive health 
habits for life.

To reserve your spot, contact 
Executive Director Cali Roberts 
at 305-320-0608 or visit Woman-
kindKeyWest.com. Womankind is 
located at 1511 Truman Avenue, 
across the street from Bayview 
Park, and is open Monday through 
Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm. n

Womankind’s Anisleidy Caridad, Jeni Galvez, Dianelis Borges, and Executive Director Cali Rob-
erts will be on hand to welcome current and potential patients at their “Lunch & Learn” gath-
ering on Monday, May 13 from 12:00pm – 1:00pm at the center’s 1511 Truman Avenue location. 
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HOUSE CALL HIV TESTING

A.H. OF MONROE COUNTY, INC.

A.H. OF MONROE COUNTY, INC.

Baseball Season is a Home Run
BY EMILY BRACHER AND PARIS CRONE 
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITERS

When it comes to sports in Key 
West, baseball is a big deal. Fans 

come out to Tommy Roberts Memori-
al Stadium to watch the athletes play 
teams from all over Florida. With an 
overall record of 11-14, and a district 
record of 4-0-0, the season is coming 
close to an end. 

Brendan Rooney, junior and catcher 
on the team, has been playing baseball 
for 13 years. After sustaining an injury 
during a game against Keys Gate, he 
has come back to playing even though 
he “started slower” than he would have 
liked offensively, “but defensively felt 

like I was never gone,” Brendan states. 
As a team, Brendan believes that 

they have really improved. “This year’s 
season has been superb because we 
have grown as a team mentally and 
physically, and the hope is to carry that 
into the next season as a young team,” 
he explains. 

Another upperclassmen on the 
team, senior Caspian Packard, just re-
cently became a member of the Conch 
community. The right fielder has been 
playing baseball for 14 years and be-
lieves “that the season has gone well 
so far, even though I’ve have had some 
struggles that come inherently with 
the game of baseball.” 

Being on a team like this has the 
perks of making bonds that could last 
a lifetime. Caspian elaborates, “I love 

my teammates. First and foremost, 
they’re a great group of guys on and off 
the field, and I love the way our coach-
ing staff is always pushing us to be bet-
ter and exude more confidence while 
on the diamond.” 

Preston Herce, shortstop and one of 
the few freshmen who has attained var-
sity status, states, “It’s very exciting and 
humbling for me to play on varsity with 
teammates that are older than me.” 

The Conchs have finished off their 
regular season, but have a few more 
games where they could possibly seal 
the deal and win it all. For more infor-
mation on the team, go to the baseball 
section on the school website: keyss-
chools.com/kwhs. n

The team surrounds home plate, 
waiting to congratulate Caspian 
Packard, #30, after he hit the ball 
over the fence. This hit brought in 
two runs which led to the team’s 
big win against Gulliver.
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KWPD Donates to 
Operation Graduation
Key West, May 2

 

Key West Police Chief Sean 
Brandenburg today presented 

a $500 donation to Key West High 
School Academic Coach Monica 
Fletchall for the upcoming Opera-
tion Graduation.

Mrs. Fletchall is organizing the 
annual overnight event for graduat-
ing seniors. Operation Graduation 
is a fun, drug-free, alcohol-free night 
for Seniors of the Class of 2019!! 
Participants enjoy dancing, bowling, 
games and a movie. This all night 
event happens right after graduation 
on May 31st, from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.

The Key West Police Department 
is proud to support this event that 
keeps our youth safe. n

KWHS Academic Coach Monica 
Fletchall and Chief Sean Bran-
denburg.

Key West Art & Historical 
Society ArtCamp! at 
Fort East Martello offers 
weekly camp sessions 
for children
Registration is open for this sum-

mer’s ArtCamp! at Fort East Mar-
tello, a summer program for children 
ages 6-12 that celebrates Key West’s 
rich artistic history and natural land-
scape over a series of ten, one-week 
sessions beginning June 3 and running 
through August 9.  Each camp theme 
is designed to get children think-
ing, moving, and making: Archeology 
Camp (June 3-7), Claymation Camp 
(June 10-14), Fossil Camp (June 17-
21), Cinema Camp (June 24-28), Art 
and Design Camp (July 1-5), Pirate 
Camp (July 8-12), Sci-Fi Camp (July 
15-19), Wreckers Camp (July 22-26), 
Mario Sanchez Camp (July 29-August 
2), and Adventure Camp (August 5-9). 

Sessions are led by Rick “Dead-
eye” Wheelus, Kevin Lisinksi, Crystal 
Smith, Giancarlo Espinosa, Jennifer 
Hernandez, Stephanie Jenkins, and 
Daisy Connolly, talented artists, teach-
ers, and historians with extensive expe-
rience with children. Ancillary activities 
and excursions pertaining to specific 
sessions, including field trips to local 
museums and nearby beaches, parks, 
and gardens, highlight the abundant 
history and cultural assets of our islands 
while expanding students’ knowledge 
of the local community. In addition to 
the weekly themed curriculum, camp-
ers also have the experience of exploring 
Fort East Martello, an enclosed Civil 
War-era fort stewarded by Key West 
Art & Historical Society, with time for 

natural, open-ended play, with outdoor 
play stations, water play, a dress-up area, 
giant blue building blocks and a Rigam-
ajig from Imagination Playground. The 
camp, in operation for over thirty years, 
marks KWAHS’s commitment to youth 
programming and educational initia-
tives that aim to inspire a greater sense 
of place and historical understanding 
about our island home.

ArtCamp! runs from 9:00AM to 
4:00PM, Monday – Friday and is 
$200 per session for Society members, 
$225 for nonmembers. Included are 
all supplies and light snacks. Detailed 
descriptions of the ArtCamp! sessions 
along with registration information 
can be found at kwahs.org/events or 
call Director of Education Kristina 
Callaway at 305-295-6616, extension 
115. Registration fills quickly. Sign 
up now to secure your child’s spot! n

Key West Art & Historical Society’s 
always popular weekly summer 
ArtCamp! sessions begin on June 
3 and run through August 9, and 
include a variety of opportunities 
for fun, learning and adventure, in-
cluding Pirate Camp, Fossil Camp, 
Cinema Camp, and more.
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Join us on Mother’s Day!

 

APPETIZERS
Roasted Sea Scallops

Watercress ~ Corn ~ Lemon Salsa Verde
$14

Tuna Crudo
Edamame Ginger Salad ~ Blood Orange & Miso Vinaigrette

$14

ENTREES 
Tomato Crusted Black Grouper

Garbanzo Bean & Spinach Ragout ~ Cilantro Saffron Broth 
$37

Marsala Braised Short Ribs
Red Beet & Maine Lobster Risotto 

$40

SWEET
Tres Leches Cake

Vanilla Bean Chantilly ~ Fresh Strawberries
$10

3841 N. Roosevelt Blvd.  •  Reserve Now (305) 296-8100

Sunday, May 12th. 

We open at 4pm!

CoffeeMill celebrates dance with 2 performances 
at Tennessee Williams Theater May 17 and May 18
Key West, May 1

For over 36 years, CoffeeMill’s 
instructional offerings have nur-

tured dancers young and old, sup-
porting their professional and rec-
reational development. On Friday, 
May 17, and Saturday, May 18, they 
celebrate with DanceWorks 17!, 
their annual spring dance concert 
featuring the ballet Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs as well as several 
newly choreographed contemporary 
works at 7:30pm at Tennessee Wil-
liams Theater.

This year’s annual concert brings 
together the best works produced 
by students, faculty, and profession-
al dancers as they collaborate on an 
astounding celebration of all styles of 
dance including ballet, contemporary, 
hip-hop, modern, tap, jazz, lyrical, 
African, belly dance, and tumbling.  
The audience can expect riveting per-
formance by CoffeeMill insturctors 
Leigh Pujado, Marissa Ajamian, Kara 
Querio, the Southernmost Shimmies, 
and the Young Dance Collective, Cof-
feeMill’s newly-formed non-profit 

and award-winning dance company 
comprised of dancers ages 8-17. The 
Collective is led by Joseph Goodman, 
a classically trained ballet dancer that 
offers the young dancers a rigorous 
syllabus in the Russian-based Vagano-
va technique.

With its two studios—“By the 
Bay,” located near the SearsTown 
Publix, and “The Annex,” at 804 
White Street— CoffeeMill has in-
creased its dance and fitness offer-
ings and special workshops, inten-
sives, and camps. This summer’s 

roster includes themed morning 
camps for children ages 3-8 at The 
Annex Studio from Monday, June 
10 – Friday, July 19; a summer in-
tensive series for children of all ages 
from Monday, June 3 – Friday July 
26; and Key West Modern Dance 
Workshop 2019, a free (for Monroe 
County residents with a $25 regis-
tration fee) one-week modern dance 
intensive of technique, repertory, 
and composition classes for mixed 
levels ages 12 and up at By the Bay, 
along with regularly scheduled class-
es at both locations.  

The annual DanceWorks! per-
formances are a culmination of the 
time, talent, and dedication of stu-
dents and instructors and the many 
opportunities for learning that Cof-
feeMill provides.  Celebrate dance 
and get your tickets for their Friday, 
May 17, and Saturday, May 18 per-
formances at the Tennessee Williams 
Theater Box Office (305-295-7676) 
or keystix.com; tickets are $15 to 
$35. For more information call the 
CoffeeMill Dance Studio at 305-
296-9982 or visit coffeemilldance.
com. n

On Friday, May 17, and Saturday, 
May 18, CoffeeMill Dance Studio 
celebrates with DanceWorks 17!,
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Johnston said that while the 
commission has to consider “all 
aspects of a person’s background” 
in assessing candidates, her first 
priority is for the new city manag-
er to have first-hand experience in 
planning for the impact of coastal 
climate change.

“I want someone who under-
stands we are at ground zero for sea 
level rise and climate change,” she 
said, adding, “That talent is unique.”

If Scholl does leave after his three-
month contract extension this fall, 

he will have completed his second 
five-year term as Key West’s top of-
ficial. He first served as city man-
ager from 2007 to 2012 after a ca-
reer in the U.S. Navy that included 
commanding Naval Air Station Key 
West. He retired as city manager the 
first time in 2012 but was asked to 
return in 2014 after his successor, 
Bob Vitas, couldn’t develop a good 
working relationship with several 
city officials, including city Attorney 
Shawn Smith, who publicly threat-
ened to quit unless Vitas was fired. 
Vitas was asked to leave soon after 
that, with the city paying off the last 
year of his contract for $120,000.

Scholl’s current salary as city 
manager is $180,000 with 20 
days of vacation. That is the same 
salary he was hired at in 2007, 
never asking for a raise in his first 
term as city manager nor in his 
current tenure. 

Key West Human Resources Di-
rector Samantha Farist said Scholl 
told her years ago that the reason 
for sticking at his hiring salary 
was because of his role negotiating 
with the city’s three unions. How 
could he ask them for contract 
concessions if he himself was re-
ceiving a raise, Farris remembered 
Scholl saying. n

Is Key West...
 X Continued from page 3 The Coal Men Play 

the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon
Dave Coleman’s Nashville smart-rock band, 

“The Coal Men,” play the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon’s late-shift, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m., May 13 - 19.

Dave Colman recently played solo for the 
mid-shift on the Hog’s outdoor stage, and 
thrilled his fans with more of his original mu-
sic and a whole lot of rock ‘n’ roll.

The bands late-night fans have ask for more 
of the popular Nashville band and this gig 
is the Hog’s answer. Catch the ever-popular 
band at the Hog’s Breath Saloon, 400 Front 
St. For more information, call 296-4222. n
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The Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety exhibit “Wish You Were Here: 

Postcards from Paradise” kicks off at 
the Custom House Museum, 281 Front 
Street on Friday, May 10, with an open-
ing reception from 6:00-7:00pm. On 
display in the Bumpus Gallery and 
showcasing more than 130 years’ worth 
of vintage images from the Society’s 
2000-plus archives of vintage ephem-
eral cards, the exhibit will run through 
August 11. For more information call 

Cori Convertito, Ph.D., at 305-295-
6616 x112, email her at cconvertitofar-
rar@kwahs.org, or visit kwahs.org. n

Key West Art & 
Historical Society 
Hosts Weekly 
Drawing Sessions at 
Fort East Martello 
Museum Tuesdays 
through May 28

Key West, May 1

May marks the final month 
for Life Drawing sessions 

with Annamarie Giordano at Fort 
East Martello Museum, 3501 S. 
Roosevelt Blvd., held 11:00am-
2:00pm on Tuesdays through 
May 28. Her popular three-hour 
workshops are held in the mu-
seum’s “White Room,” accessed 
through the parade grounds be-
hind the Fort. Classes feature 

nude models in short and long 
poses and are open to all levels 
and all mediums.  

Sessions are $25 for Key West 
Art & Historical Society members 
and $30 for non-members, paid 
in class. For more information 
contact Society Education Direc-
tor Kristina Callaway at 305-295-
6616 extension 115 or email kcal-
laway@kwahs.org. Some materials 
will be available on site for pur-
chase if needed. n

“Wish You Were Here: 
Postcards from Paradise” 
kicks off at the Custom 
House Museum
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Key West Weddings  
and Renewals

Packages starting at $250.
Ask about our Bachelorette Spa-rties!

(305) 293-WEDO (9336) 
www.keywestweddingsandrenewals.com

David Brooks, Ordained Minister

Spec ia l i ze  in  Beach  Weddings

Camp Bravo Summer 
Musical Theater Camp 
open for registration

Registration is open to claim your child’s spot to sing, dance and per-
fect their drama skills this summer with the 12th season of Camp Bravo 
Musical Theater camp, set to start June 10th until June 29th from noon 
to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday at the Historic Waterfront Playhouse.  
This year, the 3-week program presented by Keys Community School of 
the Arts builds to two final performance of “Disney’s The Jungle Book 
Jr.,” presented on Saturday, June 29th. Children will create sets, wonderful 
friendships, and lasting memories under the direction of Robin Kaplan, 
Lauren Thompson, Penny Leto, and Michael Boyer. Camp cost is $975.00, 
with partial scholarships available to families with limited resources based 
on need and availability. Visit keyscommunityschoolofthearts.org to regis-
ter or call 305-296-9982/email bravotheatre@aol.com for more info. Spots 
are limited. Photo by Larry Blackburn.
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Habitat’s Susan Kent recognized volunteer Kar-
en Gibson as a Habitat Hero for her hundreds of 
hours of service. Photo by Pete Arnow.

Kristina Neihouse honored for 
her work, Knowing When to Leave
Kristina Neihouse of Key West, 

a Member and the Secretary 
of the Key West Writers Guild, 
was honored on April 11, 2019 
in Tallahassee when she received 
the Silver medal in the Florida 
Book Award’s Young Adult cat-
egory for her work, Knowing 
When to Leave, published in 
2018 by SeaStory Press. 

Kristina describes herself as 
a full-time librarian and a part-
time book store clerk, writer, 
reader, crazy cat lady and triath-
lete. In 2016 she won an Ann 
McKee Artist Fund grant which 
helped her complete Know-

ing When to Leave, a work of 
speculative fiction set in the 
near future, when hurricanes 
are year-round phenomena and 
a new virus presents mysterious 
but plausible changes. 

Adults of all ages will find 
Knowing intriguing and engag-
ing. Her book is available for 
purchase locally at Key West 
Island Bookstore and Books & 
Books, and online at Amazon.
com. Find out more about Kris-
tina at kanwrites.com 

Submissions for the 2018 
Florida Book awards were read 
by juries of three members, who 

were nominated by co-sponsor-
ing organizations from across 
the state. Jurors are authorized 
to select up to three medalists 
(one gold winner, one silver run-
ner-up and one bronze medalist) 
in each of the 11 categories. Ju-
rors are also authorized to make 
no selections in a given year.

The Florida State University 
Libraries coordinate the Awards 
with assistance from co-spon-
sors, including the State Li-
brary and Archives of Florida, 
the Florida Humanities Coun-
cil and the Florida Library As-
sociation. n
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FKMCD to Utilize 
Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems for Aerial 
Treatments

Key West, May 2

Starting next week the Florida Keys 
Mosquito Control District (FK-

MCD) will begin utilizing an Un-
manned Aircraft System (UAS) for 
aerial larviciding in remote locations. 
FKMCD has been effectively using 
this advancing technology for surveil-
lance of remote mosquito production 
sites for the past several years.

The District’s UAS will be able 
to cover approximately an acre at a 
time with granular larvicide and will 
be used in areas that are difficult to 
treat via hand or helicopter. Initially, 
FKMCD will begin these prescribed 
treatments of remote sites in the Key 
Largo area. All operators of the UAS 
are Federal Aviation Administration 
Certified Remote Pilots and are li-
censed Aerial Pesticide Applicators.

“We are really looking forward to 
integrating this treatment method 
into our operations,” said FKMCD 
Executive Director Andrea Leal. 
“These UAS applications will increase 
our efficiency of treating these small, 
difficult to reach areas.”

As with any other aerial granular 
larvicide treatment, notifications 
of these missions will be on social 
media (Facebook & Twitter) as well 
as on the FKMCD notification app 
for smartphones. The larvicide be-
ing used is a granular form of Bti, 
a naturally occurring bacteria that 
only has an effect on mosquito and 
black-fly larvae.

If you have questions about the 
District’s use of Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems, please contact us at ques-
tions@keysmosquito.org or 305-292-
7190. n

Bruce Stevens, FKMCD Inspector and FAA Certified Remote Pilot

Answer the Door for 
Community Assessment
Monroe County, May 2

The Florida Department of Health 
in Monroe is conducting a door-

to-door community assessment to 
understand the heath needs of Mon-
roe County residents post-Hurricane 
Irma.  Residents are kindly asked to 

answer the door when volunteers come 
to your home on May 21st (Tuesday), 
May 22nd (Wednesday), and May 
23 (Thursday) to ask some questions 
about how Hurricane Irma has affect-
ed residents’ lives and health. For more 
information, call 305-619-8087 or 
email DOHMonroe@flhealth.gov. n

FOSTER/ Adoptive 
Training Classes begin 
in Key Largo June 12th
Raise Hope and Foster Dreams – 

Become a Foster Family!
Wesley House Family Services 

is actively seeking nurturing fami-
lies in the community interested in 
providing a loving home to children 
who are in the foster care system in 

the Florida Keys. Classes begin June 
12th in Key Largo 99451 Overseas 
Hwy.  Classes are held weekly for 
six weeks.  

To register:  contact Megan Burgess 
305-809-5020 or e-mail her at megan.
burgess@wesleyhouse.org. n

Fire tears through Key 
Largo resort
Sheriff’s Office deputies re-

sponded along with multiple 
Upper Keys fire/rescue stations 
to a fire at the Bungalows Key 
Largo resort, 99010 Overseas 
Highway, at Mile Marker 99 at 
approximately 5 a.m. Sunday.

There were no serious injuries 
reported.

Emergency responders ar-
rived to find a building fully en-
gulfed. The fire was still burn-
ing roughly an hour later. n
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305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

Guardian Ad Litem Raises Awareness of 
Children’s Mental Health
Monroe County, May 4

This week is Children’s Mental 
Health Awareness Week, and the 

Florida Guardian ad Litem program 
is joining other advocates across the 
state to raise awareness about the im-
portance of children’s mental health 
and its role in healthy development 
from birth.

“Because the Guardian ad Litem 
Program works with youth who have 

experienced abuse, abandonment and 
neglect, we’ve seen the long-term ef-
fects,” said Alexsa Leto, Cir-
cuit Director of the Guardian 
ad Litem program serving 
the 16th Judicial Circuit in 
the Florida Keys. “These 
traumas can harm children’s 
physical, emotional and so-
cial development, putting them at 
greater risk for suicide and other men-
tal health conditions.”

The U.S. Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administra-

tion (SAMHSA) hosted the 
first Awareness Day in 2005 
to bring national attention 
to the importance of car-
ing for every child’s mental 
health. The theme this year 
is “Suicide Prevention: Strat-

egies That Work.”
The Guardian ad Litem program 

will host a webcast on suicide pre-

vention strategies, which will be 
live-streamed on Monday, May 6 
from 3 to 6 p.m. at www.hhs.gov/
live/index.html. 

Resources for suicide prevention 
are found at www.samhsa.gov/chil-
drens-awareness-day/event/resourc-
es-suicide-prevention. To learn more 
about Guardian ad Litem or to become 
a volunteer, visit www.monroecoun-
ty-fl.gov/guardianadlitem or call 305-
292-3485. n
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 05/09
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos & Chris 
Case 
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 05/10
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER BAND
6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 05/11
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER BAND
6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 05/12
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 05/13
Raven Cooper
Noon - 5:00 pm 

LAST MANGO DUO
6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 05/14
GARY HEMPSEY
noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR DUO
6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 05/15
JEFF CLARK
NOON - 5PM

RAVEN COOPER
6:45 - 11PM

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 PM - 1AM

ANNIVERSARY OF SCHOONER 
WHARF MAGIC BAR

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 05/09
KW SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL
http://www.kwswf.com/

Friday 05/10
KW SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL
http://www.kwswf.com/

Saturday 05/11
KW SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL
http://www.kwswf.com/

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Sunday 05/12
Joal Rush 5pm
Andy Westcott & The Local Boyz 9pm

Monday 05/13
Blu Monday w Caffeine 
Carl & The Buzz 9pm

Tuesday 05/14
KW SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL
KICK OFF PARTY 8pm
http://www.kwswf.com/

Wednesday 05/15
KW SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL
http://www.kwswf.com/

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
thegreenroomkeywest.com
n

Thursday 05/09
Marjory Lee
12:30pm - 3:30pm
Myles Mancuso
11:00pm - 3:00am 
Chris Toler 
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 05/10
Andy Westcott
12:30pm - 3:30pm
Oren Polak
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Nick Walker
10:30pm - 2:30am

Saturday 05/11
Drew Gunning
12:30pm - 3:30pm
Mike Naughton
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Chris Toler
10:30pm - 2:30am

Sunday 05/12
Sheldon McLellan
12:30pm - 3:30pm
MARJORY LEE
4:00pm - 7:00pm
David Warren
11:00pm - 3:00am

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Monday 05/13
SHASTINA

12:30PM - 3:30PM

Tim Hollohan

4:00pm - 7:00pm

Drew Gunning

11:00pm - 3:00am

Tuesday 05/14
Marjory Lee

12:30pm - 3:30pm

Sharese Nicole

4:00pm - 7:00pm

Zach Lovering

11:00pm - 3:00am

Wednesday 05/15
JOE ENICH

12:30pm - 3:30pm
Ike Kanakanui
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Ken Fairbrother

11:00pm - 3:00am

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  
(305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com
n
Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—
doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

The Salty Angler
1114 Duval St., (305) 741-7071
thesaltyangler.com
n

Thursday 05/09
Roger Jokela, 1pm – 5pm

Friday 05/10
Ben Taddiken, 12pm – 4pm

Saturday 05/11
Vincent Burgeron,  
9:00am – 11:30am
Eric Paul (Levy) 
12pm – 4pm

Sunday 05/12
Charlie Miller, 8pm – 11pm

Monday 05/13
Dani Hoy, 12pm – 4pm
Wavy Dave, 7:30pm – 10:30pm

Tuesday 05/14
Roger Jokela, 12pm – 4pm
Charlie Miller, 7pm – 10pm

Tuesday 05/15
Eric Paul (Levy), 12:30pm – 4:00pm

Little Room Jazz Club

821 Duval Street, Key West  
FL 33040

littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 05/09

Coffee Butler Piano Bar Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 05/10
Larry Smith Piano Bar Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30
Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Saturday 05/11
Larry Smith Piano Bar Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30
Ericson Holt 8-11

Sunday 05/12
Larry Smith Piano Bar Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30
Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 05/13
Coffee Butler Piano Bar Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30
Larry Smith Jazz Jam with Joe Dallas 
and Skipper Kripitiz 8:30-11:30

Tuesday 05/14
Larry Smith Piano Bar Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30, Bluesday Tuesday with 
Larry Baeder 8-11 

Wednesday 05/15
Piano Bar Happy Hour 5:30-7:30
Karri Daley & Friends 8-11

• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Wild Nights 
with Emily

Emily Dickinson once wrote “Best 
Witchcraft is Geometry,” and 

some have said this is an allusion to 
the mathematician Susan Gilbert, 
Dickinson’s closest friend and inti-
mate love. The concept that Dickinson 

was passionately in love with Gilbert, 
who married Austin, Emily’s brother, 
is familiar now but hasn’t always been 
public knowledge. It is said that 276 
poems traveled between Susan and 
Emily and further that Susan purpose-
ly chose to have a house just across 
from Emily’s own.

The film “Wild Nights with Emi-
ly” by playwright-director Madeline 
Olnek (which originated as a play) is 
an exploration of the Dickinson / Su-

san Gilbert relationship. Both Molly 
Shannon (from SNL fame) and Susan 
Ziegler are perfect as Emily and Gil-
bert respectively.

Though the film is comedic in tone it 
doesn’t shy away from genuine feeling or 
the pathos of Dickinson’s actual poems.

Emily spends her time feverishly 
running about, composing her verses 
on slips of paper. As soon as she sees 
Susan, Emily embraces her madly. 
This goes against the conservative and 
mainstream conception, held for many 
years, that Dickinson was a shy and 
retiring spinster. Emily and Susan are 
crazed with desire and much fun is had 
with this convention.

Shannon plays Emily in a slightly 
glib and bemused manner and this suits 
the actor well, while also poking fun at 
the idea of Dickinson as a shy and re-
served wallflower who does not express.

Emily expresses all too well.
At times the film is like a New Yorker 

cartoon almost in the mode of “Mid-
night in Paris.” Austin (Kevin Seal) is out 
of touch with Susan though he is carry-
ing on with the self-important and over-
bearing Mabel Todd (Amy Seimetz).

Everyone is lost in their own nar-
cissistic pursuits. The legendary Tran-
scendentalist Emerson is portrayed as 
an overly serious mumbler who is im-
possible to understand.

Emily has no choice but to watch 
these absurdist episodes and then 
scribble away in her room. Shannon’s 
expression is wonderfully quizzical.

Along with the humor, there is also 
tangible poignance as Dickinson’s 
actual correspondence to Gilbert is 
quoted in the film. The poet is clear-
ly driven by her intensity of feeling 
for Gilbert, but as much as Dickinson 
attempts full intimacy in verse, Susan 
Gilbert drifts away with only funerals 
for consolation.

This push and pull is echoed in Ma-
bel Todd’s efforts to meet with Dick-

inson. “Why don’t you dress as Emily 
and then look at yourself in a mirror?” 
is Austin’s response.

In a dream sequence, Dickinson is 
shown in the company of a slave with the 
implication that both have been abused 
by disgusting actions and opinions.

The sound of Emily’s grave moving 
over her head blends with the scraping 
of Mabel’s pencil, erasing Susan’s name 
from hundreds of Emily’s poems.

Mabel is a jealous prude and her 
eraser is the sardonic last laugh, a sad 
blow to literary history.

In keeping with the poet herself 
“Wild Nights with Emily” is another 
eccentric film. It is a pensive hybrid of 
dark humor and feeling that will sat-
isfy Dickinson fans while others can 
have the freedom to ponder her oddly 
stark yet spacial verses. n

Little Woods

Little Woods” by director Nia DaCosta 
is a film about two sisters up against 

harsh circumstances, with little to grasp. 
Though it is reminiscent of many des-
perate family films, most recently “Win-
ter’s Bone” and “Good Time,” the sto-
ry has charge and spirit due primarily 
to the actors Tessa Thompson and Lily 
James (Downton Abbey).

In North Dakota, Ollie (Thomp-
son) is a part time prescription drug 
dealer forced to take matters into her 
own hands and Deb (James) is her ad-
dicted sister.

While their mother has recently 
passed, the bank is foreclosing on the 
house. Deb is expecting but is coping 

 X Continued on page 24

“
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TheatreXP Announces Summer Stage Line-Up 
for June

Key West’s The-
atreXP has 

announced its 
schedule of events 
for Summer Stage 

2019, set to run June 3 – 26 this year. 
The line-up of shows includes main-
stage productions, unique theatrical 
events, and staged readings.

Called a “Festival of Stage Arts”, 
Summer Stage will once again include 
almost all of Key West’s top theater 
companies, including The Red Barn, 
The Waterfront Playhouse, The Stu-
dios of Key West, and TheatreXP itself.

Tickets for all Summer Stage 

events are available online now at 
theatrexp.ticketleap.com or by call-
ing 302-540-6102.

“This is our ninth year of bringing 

stage entertainment to the normal-
ly dark days of the summer season,” 
said TheatreXP founder Bob Bower-
sox, who also serves as the festival’s 
executive producer. “We’ve moved the 
events from July to June this year at 
the suggestion of many patrons who 
have missed it in the past because they 
leave for vacation or just want to get 
out of town for the midsummer peri-
od. It also works better for our partici-
pating theaters.”

Opening this year’s Summer Stage 
will be the TheatreXP production of 
“The Sunset Limited” by renowned 
author Cormac McCarthy. It will run 

June 3-20 and be staged at the Red 
Barn Theatre in Key West, who is 
co-producing it. There will also be a Re-
duced-Price Preview on Sunday, June 2. 

The powerful, thought-provoking 
play came to prominence in 2011 when 
actors Tommy Lee Jones and Samuel L. 
Jackson did a version which was filmed 
for HBO. It tells the story of a startling 
encounter on a New York subway plat-
form that leads two strangers to a run-
down tenement apartment where a life 
or death decision must be made.

“I have loved this play since I first 
saw it,” Bowersox said, “and I had 

 X Continued on page 18
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an idea about how to do it. I contacted Mr. 
McCarthy and asked him if we could stage 
it with two women instead of two men. I 
thought the power of the piece could be en-
hanced by the gender flip. He enthusiastical-
ly agreed.”

“The Sunset Limited” will star Melody G. 
Moore and Tammy Shanley, both of whom 
have distinguished themselves in many roles 
at Key West’s top theaters over the years. 
Among them, Moore was recently seen in “I’m 
Gonna Pray For You So Hard” at the Studios 
of Key West, and Shanley starred in the orig-
inal play, “Under the Hunter’s Moon” in last 
year’s Summer Stage. Bowersox will direct. 
All curtains are at 8 pm. There will be a Re-
duced-Price Preview of the show on Sunday, 
June 2 at 8 pm, open seating. Call 302-540-
6102 for tickets.

Two events will take place at The Studios 
of Key West this year. On Monday, June 10, 
“Twice Told Tales” will return to the stage of 
the Studio’s Helmerich Theatre. Always one of 
the most popular events of Summer Stage, the 
evening features what Bowersox calls “dueling 
monologues”. Eight directors will have one 
monologue each that they develop separately 
with two different actors in two completely dif-
ferent ways. The monologues are then delivered 
back to back in the show.

“It’s a fun, surprising, and often illuminat-
ing evening of theatre,” said Bowersox. “It 
shows how direction and actor interpretation 
can completely change a piece of writing. And 
it really shows the magic of theater.”

The second event at the Studios is new for 
Summer Stage 2019. “The Classics of Come-
dy” will run June 23 and 24 in the Helmerich 
Theatre. The evening features faithful recre-
ations of some of the most famous comedy 
sketches by the greatest comedy teams from 
the Golden Ages of Comedy, including Ab-
bott and Costello, Burns and Allen, Bob and 
Ray, Carol Burnett and Friends, Nichols and 
May, Monty Python, Gleason and Carney, 
and more.

“These are comedy’s early gods, and the 
comedy they did wasn’t for shock value, like 

today, but literally to make you cry laugh-
ing,” Bowersox said. “We’ve sorted through 
dozens of bits to find the 14 we’ll be doing 
each performance. We’re actually having 
trouble getting through rehearsals because 
we’re laughing so much.”

“The Classics of Comedy” will star many of 
Key West’s top comic actors, including Mathi-
as Maloff, Karl M. Stahl, Pony Charvet, Don 
Bearden, Tony Konrath, Melody G. Moore, 
Tammy Shanley, and in a special cameo appear-
ance (his classic sketch being kept secret, Bow-
ersox said) by graphic artist and One Human 
Family founder, J.T. Thompson.

Summer Stage 2019 will also feature three 
staged readings of some remarkable, award-win-
ning plays. On Friday and Saturday, June 7 and 
8, at 7 pm, The Waterfront Playhouse will pres-
ent a staged reading of “The Laramie Project”, 
the groundbreaking play about the violent and 
discriminatory death of a young gay man, Mat-
thew Sheperd. The play will be presented as 
part of Pride Week.

On Monday, June 17, at 7 pm, TheatreXP 
will hold a free staged reading of “Cost of Liv-
ing”, the 2018 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama. The play centers on two couples, each 
of which is dealing with the disabilities of one 
of the partners. The play is a haunting look at 
need and connection.

And on Wednesday, June 26, at 7 pm, the fi-
nal event of Summer Stage will be TheatreXP’s 
free reading of the Jerome Bixby play, “The 
Man From Earth”. It’s a stunning, almost unbe-
lievable play that shatters fundamental beliefs 
and forces confrontation with accepted history: 
what if a man could be immortal?

Both of the TheatreXP readings will be held 
on the stage of the Red Barn Theatre.

Tickets for all Summer Stage events are 
available now at theatrexp.ticketleap.com 
or by calling TheatreXP at 302-540-6102.  
There is also a “Friends of Summer Stage” 
option that combines a tax-deductible dona-
tion with a full season package that includes 
two Preferred Seating tickets to every Sum-
mer Stage event. Call TheatreXP for more 
information.

Summer Stage is sponsored in part by Royal 
Furniture, Design Group Key West, and The 
Grand Café. n

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T T H E A T E R  R E V I E W

TheatreXP Announces...
 X Continued from page 17
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CoffeeMill Dance Studio, Key 
West’s premier instructional dance 

studio for over 35 years, is now accept-
ing registrations for their summer pro-
gram of dance camps, class intensives, 
and workshops for children and teens 
of all ages to take place at their two 
state-of-the-art studios—’By the Bay’ 
at 3340 North Roosevelt Blvd. #2 and 
‘The Annex’ at 804 White Street.  This 
summer’s roster includes: 

An inspiring summer camp expe-
rience for the budding dancer aged 
3 – 8 with weekly-themed morning 
camps at The Annex Studio taught by 
instructors Kara Querio and Marissa 
Ajamian. Themes include: Princess 
Dance Camp (3-5 years old, June 10-
14 from 9am-11am), Disney Dance 
Camp (6-8 years old, June 17-21 from 
9am-12pm), Fairy Dance Camp (3-5 
years old, July 8-12 from 9am-11am), 
and Rock Star Dance Camp (6-8 years 
old, July 15-19 from 9am-12pm). Each 
week of camp will consist of ballet, 
jazz/hiphop, acro, creative movement, 
crafts, and snack, and a performance 
of the week’s learned choreography for 
parents, family, and friends.

The CoffeeMill’s Summer Intensive 
Series and open drop-in classes for 

children of all ages and skill levels will 
begin Monday, June 3 until Friday July 
26.   Ballet, Jazz, Modern, Tap, Con-
temporary, HipHop, Lyrical, Condi-
tioning, and Tumbling classes taught 
by instructors Joseph Goodman, Kara 
Querio, Marissa Ajamian, Brittany 
Granowicz and Alannah Shanle are de-
signed to build strength, coordination, 
flexibility, performance ability, self-es-
teem, fitness and friendships while 
offering practical technique in dance 
fundamentals.   Great for new students 
just discovering dance, or for students 
wishing to increase and perfect artistry 
and technique through the summer.

For teens aged 12 and up (to include 
adults), CoffeeMill Dance Studio 
hosts Key West Modern Dance Work-
shop 2019, a free (for Monroe County 
residents with a $25 registration fee) 
one-week modern dance intensive of 
technique (accompanied by live mu-
sic), repertory, and composition class-
es for mixed levels at By the Bay. The 
program’s faculty this year is KWMD 
Artistic Director, Maurizio Nardi 
teaching Modern/Graham, Jovani Fur-
lan teaching Ballet & Repertory, and 
Daniel Gwirtzman teaching Contem-
porary & Composition. Classes run 

10:30am-3:30pm each day at Coffee-
Mill’s ‘By the Bay’ studio. Please bring 
water and a healthy snack. (Interested 
students younger than 12 please con-
tact Penny at 305-296-9982).

Space is limited for all camps, inten-

sives, and workshops so please register 
early to save your child’s place. For 
more information, call the CoffeeMill 
Dance Studio at 305-296-9982, email 
coffeemilldance@aol.com, or visit cof-
feemilldance.com for a full schedule. n

Registration open for CoffeeMill summer camps

Young Dance Collective Member, Savannah Oropeza, demonstrates her 
grande jete, developed by training at CoffeeMill Dance Studio



20
www.konklife.com • MAY 9-15, 2019

I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tails

Our Christmas 
Puppy
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Christmas presents come in all 
kinds of packages. But Beebop’s 

package was something totally unex-
pected. On Christmas Day, we were 
locking up to go home when a couple 
showed up carrying a small cat carrier. 
They told us they had found an ani-
mal who needed help. Judging by the 
size of the crate, we expected a cat or 
chihuahua-sized dog. We were shocked 
when we looked inside and saw a con-
torted, “pink”, 38 lb. terrier mix peer-
ing out at us. They were right; this 
animal definitely DID need help!  The 
information they offered was vague 
about how and where they got her, but 
at this point, it didn’t matter. What 
mattered was the fact that they reached 
out for help.  Not everyone does that! 
We thanked them for bringing her to 
us and they went on their way. 

We then turned to her. We can’t imag-
ine how they got her stuffed into that 
crate; we had to completely dismantle 
it to get her out. Her pink coloring was 
caused by a terrible case of mange, caus-
ing her skin to be raw and inflamed.  Af-
ter letting her stretch her legs and get her 
bearings, we set her up for the night with 
a soft bed, a good dinner, and some new 
Christmas toys. She was looking com-
fortable and almost content when we 
said good-night and wished her a Merry 
Christmas, assuring her that her life was 
about to get better.  

Although skittish initially, Beebop’s 
trust surfaced quickly. Her skin grad-
ually improved after a few months 
of treatment and she started to look 
like a dog that someone would fall 
in love with. That’s what happened 
when Kevin and Adriane came look-
ing, after losing a member of their 
canine trio. They wanted a playmate 
for their younger dog, to help give 
their senior dog a break. We had a 
feeling they might just be the perfect 
family for Beebop when they brought 
their dogs to meet her.  Everything 
they said and did reassured us they 
were kind, smart, and willing to give 

an adolescent dog (with no previous 
guidance or training) exactly what she 
needed. All updates and pictures have 
proven that to be true. They recently 
told us that not only is their young-
er German Shepherd enjoying Bee-
bop’s company, but now their senior 
girl has re-discovered the joys of play. 

Beebop (now Jada)  is a hit with the 
whole family!

Our shelter’s mission is to help both 
the animals and the people of our com-
munity, and Beebop’s story is a perfect 
example. We are grateful that she passed 
through our doors so that she could 
leave us with a bright future ahead. n
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On May 17th Key West 
Theater will be holding a 

pilot session for their new mu-
sic program, LivingMusic, to 
include 120 students between 
fourth and sixth grades from 
the Lower Keys community. 
The preliminary session on May 
17th will feature Mister G, a 
Latin Grammy award winner, 
with the intent to introduce the 
prospective schools to the “field 
trip” style sessions. Subsequent 
sessions will begin in the 2019-
2020 school year, focusing on 
different genres, elements and 
aspects of music and will be free 
of charge to all of the students 
involved, who will range from 
first to twelfth grade children.  

LivingMusic is designed 
to enhance current in-school 
music education through live 
performance, songwrit-ing and 
interactive activities with the 
intent to bridge the gap be-
tween distinguished musicians 
and students. 

Each session will range 
from 75 to 90 minutes and 
will be catered to specific 
age groups. By using meth-
ods such as call and response 
and movement each student 
will play an integral part in 
their session. As Living-Music 
grows and transforms there 
will be opportunities for stu-
dents to participate in work-
shops, element-specific classes 
and internships.

LivingMusic is free of 
charge to all students in the 
Lower Keys community! The 
Key West Theater & Com-
munity Stage non-profit is 
seeking donors and sponsors 

to assist with transportation, 
instructor pay, equipment and 
more. Music programs are 
constantly in danger of being 
cut due to school budgets as it 
is happening more and more 
in our own local schools. 

It has been proven that mu-
sic education stimulates brain 
development, enhances fine 
motor skills, and gives chil-
dren a more broad vocabulary 
among many other positive 
developmental attributes. 

LivingMusic will ensure 
that each child in the Low-
er Keys community has the 
chance to explore music in a 
fun and progressive way by 
educating, inspiring and unit-
ing.

If you are a prospective do-
nor, parent or teacher who 
would like to attend the May 
17th pilot session at 10am, 
please RSVP at info@thekey-
westtheater.com n

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Key West Theater Announces 
New Music Program Benefiting 
Students of the Lower Keys

The CRZBs Quartet will be featured at the Gardens 
Hotel on Sunday May 12th from 5:30- 8pm. The 

Jazz Happy Hours at the Gardens will be the perfect set-
ting to reveal their softer, classic  jazz  repertoire, fea-
turing many  timeless standards, in addition to a taste 
of their penchant for progressive pop, fusion, and lat-
in jazz. The Crizzbeez are unique in Key West, for both 
their Pat Metheney-inspired, modern guitar jazz, and a 
Steely Dan- type, sophisticated pop sound.  Fronting the 
group, and featuring many of his original compositions, 
is Chris Burchard, on guitar. Rob DiStaci sings and plays 
keyboards,  Gary Rivenson on bass, & skippo on drums.  
So, please join us on this Mother’s Day,  for a memo-
rable display of classic jazz standards, soul, brazilian, 
and funk-fusion, with the ‘Crizzbees”, at Kate Miano’s  
wondrous Gardens Hotel, 526 Angela st. (at corner of  
Simonton. Call 294-2661 for additional details). n

The CRZBs 
Quartet event 
on May 12th
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2019 Papio Parade
Photos by Carol Tedesco

Rochelle and her creation “Poison Ivy” pause for a bite on the way to the 
Key West Amphitheater on Saturday

Virginia Wark and her Chariot of Fire Award-winning “Peace Trike.”

Drum-line team members Dave Strobele and Kristyn Lamoia lead the Pa-
rade towards the Key West Amphitheater on Saturday
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New Flavors, New Ambiance, New 
Location Clemente’s Pizzeria
BY SHANNAN DELAROSA

Clemente’s Pizzeria is no lon-
ger the restored old trolley 

car once located on Angela Street 
but don’t worry, you can still 
find that sinfully delicious brick 
oven pizza in the heart of Old 
Town.  According to Angelo Sco-
la the owner of Clemente’s, “Af-
ter Hurricane Irma we decided to 
transform our successful trolley 
business into a brick and mortar 
restaurant.”  Their new location 
at 516 Fleming St, just half of a 
block from Duval, boasts a very 
warm and inviting atmosphere 
such as you would find in any bis-
tro in Sicily.  The perfect setting 
to have a family meal, a romantic 
dinner or a quick bite for lunch.  

“Everything is made from 
scratch everyday.  We put out the 
best quality food we can while 
balancing reasonable prices.  It’s 
always in the details.” Angelo 
also stated “Locals understand 
good value, good quality and 
good price and success here in 
Key West is all about the locals.”  

Both locals and tourists from the 
most discerning pizza palates 
agree their pizza is fantastic and 
their thick crust slices are so light 
and airy that even the die-hard 
thin crust fan will love it! 

However, Clemente’s isn’t just 
about amazing pizza anymore.  
They have expanded their menu 
to include an array of authentic 
Italian fare such as hearty made 
to order sandwiches created with 
mouth watering ingredients such 
as homemade meatballs or egg-
plant parmesan.  Their salads 
offer the freshest vegetables with 

just-baked, warm garlic croutons 
topped with freshly grated par-
mesan cheese sprinkled on top.  
Perfect for a quick lunch or as a 
great start to a traditional ital-
ian dinner featuring any one of 
their new daily pasta specials.  Be 
sure to properly finish such a fine 
meal with one of their scrump-
tious cannolis or a slice of ricotta 
cheesecake for dessert!  

Clemente’s friendly staff and 
overall atmosphere will have you 
feeling like you’re part of the fam-
ily.  Stop by, say hello and enjoy a 
glass of wine with family. Salute! n

Speaker Alison 
Higgins at Key 
West Tropical 
Forest on 
Saturday,  
May 18 at  
1:30 pm
Key West, May 3

The Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gar-
den continues its monthly Speaker Series at 

1:30 pm on Saturday, May 18, 2019 in the Toppi-
no Nature Chapel. Key West Sustainability Coor-
dinator, Alison Higgins will be speaking on “An-
ticipated Effect of Climate Change and Sea Level 
Rise in Key West”.  

Admission for the speaker is free for members, $5 
for non-members. All proceeds directly benefit the 
Garden’s conservation program.

The Garden is located at 5210 College Road on 
Stock Island. For more information call 305-296-
1504 or visit www.keywest.garden. n
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with deadbeat Ian (James Badge Dale). 
Already with a son Johnny and squat-
ting in an abandoned mobile home, she 
has no assets or money.

Since Deb is clearly unprepared, 
Ollie takes the helm, but there is one 
last catch: Ollie is on probation.

Though this could easily become 
a melodramatic tale of woe, the sto-
ry has suspense as Ollie dodges nu-
merous shady people. The episodic 
maze is compulsively watchable. An 
existential rhythm is in force to great 
advantage, and to the film’s credit we 
are never force fed events or emo-
tions. Episodes occur very naturalis-
tically without drama, as is. Because 
of this, we feel more intensely for 
the sisters and a sense of claustro-
phobia builds.

The pulse of the film is akin to a 
novel by Dennis Lehane. Many char-
acters, male and female have some el-
ement within them that is either eerie 

or bestial and not one person is to be 
trusted without question.

From an illegal identification 
shack to a rundown bar or a diner, 
one is never sure what to expect, yet 
some circuitous dilemmas ignite the 
tension.

Thompson’s stoic force fills the 
screen. Although Ollie is driven to 
take part in an unsavory occupation, 
she is no born criminal, she is fighting 
for survival. During one fight scene, 
there is no doubt that Ollie is a real 
life superhero.

Here, as in recent Marvel films, the 
men are largely full of noisy rage, blus-
ter and ultimately become ineffectual.

The women take charge.
With good pacing and apprehen-

sion, “Little Woods” is an anxious film 
in company with other indie thrillers, 
like the aforementioned “Winter’s 
Bone, “yet in its downbeat setting and 
moody spirit, it also fits well with the 
film “Certain Women” (2016) where a 
mere whisper can bring unease. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

Little Woods
 X Continued from page 16

Comedy Key West at BottleCap
Comedy Key West presents profes-

sional standup comedians, Dustin 
Chafin and Dave Siegel. They perform 
after talented local comics warm up 
the stage at The BottleCap.  

Dustin Chafin performs on Thursday 
and Friday, May 9th and 10th.  Texan 
born, Dustin, made his way to the big 
apple and headlines regularly at premiere 
New York City venues. Chafin has been 
featured in the NY Underground Com-
edy Festival and in the Chicago and Las 
Vegas comedy festivals where he won 
“Best of Fest.” He has toured with the 
USO to perform in Korea, Japan, Afri-
ca, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Afghanistan. 
Dustin is the creator of “Uncensored 
Comedy”. He was a staff writer for the 
Sci-Fi Channel, and contributing writer 

for The Chris Rock Show, Dennis Miller 
Live, Chappelle’s Show, and Blue-Collar 
TV. Chafin is a regular on Sirius and XM 
Satellite Radio, Jim Breuer Unleashed, 
One Hour special Southern Discomfort 
on Raw Dog on Sirius, Court TV Radio, 

Blue Collar Radio, Howard Stern radio, 
Howard Demand and on National Lam-
poon TV on Demand.

Dave Siegel performs on Thursday 
and Friday, May 16th and 17th.  Dave 
has headlined premier comedy clubs 

across the country and featured for such 
comedians as David Alan Grier, Rich-
ard Lewis, Jon Lovitz, Tim Meadows, 
and Kevin Nealon. Dave has appeared 
on Comedy Central on three sepa-
rate occasions and in the 2016 season 
of ‘American’s Got Talent.’ Dave has 
also appeared as a panelist on CNN, 
HLN, the CW, ABC’s ‘Good Morning 
America’ and is a regular guest on Siri-
usXM’. He is currently a contributing 
writer/producer for CNN. 

Doors open at 7:30 PM and Show-
time is at 8:30. There is a 2-drink 
minimum in the showroom. For more 
information about the comedians and 
to purchase tickets visit www.come-
dykeywest.com. Bottlecap is located at 
1128 Simonton Street in Key West. n

Dave SiegelDustin Chafin
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K N O W  Y O U R  R I G H T S

Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to o�er. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

CASA MARINA MULTI-FAMILY
RENTAL INCOME GENERATING POWERHOUSE!

A legal-duplex, currently con�g-
ured as a 3-unit income proper-
ty, this 3400SF + residence, 
located on a 7000 SF + corner 
lot in the Casa Marina area, 
currently a�ords Gross Annual 
Rental Income of nearly $80k, 
with an opportunity of increas-
ing that to $95k with conversion 
of the one, owner-subsidized 
unit to ‘market’ pricing.
• Two 3BR/1BA units, One Lg. 

1BR/1BA unit – all with updat-
ed kitchens and baths, sepa-
rate laundry facilities, covered 
and open outdoor spaces, 
4-car o�-street parking, tropi-
cal landscaping.

• Close to White St. Pier, KW 
Dog Park, Higgs Beach, and 
the White St. Arts District.

For showings, please contact  Jimmy at 401-439-7021
or via email at jimmy.d.olson@gmail.com

Jimmy D. Olson REALTOR
Cell: (401) 439-7021

jimmy.d.olson@gmail.com
201 Front Street, Suite 101 Key West, FL 33040

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

1203 JOHNSON STREET, 
KEY WEST, FL  $1,499,000

If I give an Officer the “finger” can I be arrested?
BY BARRY KRISCHER

First, we must consider what charge 
an officer would lodge against an 

individual for giving him the finger. It 
would seem most likely that the officer’s 
response to what he would perceive as 
“contempt of cop” would be a disorder-
ly conduct charge. The case law is quite 
clear that this act does not constitute 
the crime of disorderly conduct. 

In a federal case arising from such an 
arrest the court found the Disorderly 
Conduct arrest unlawful. “Even with 
the wide range of conduct subsumed 
under New York’s expansive definition 
of disorderly conduct, [defendant’s] 
conduct could not create a reasonable 
suspicion that a disorderly conduct vi-
olation had been or was being commit-

ted. …This ancient gesture of insult is 
not the basis for a reasonable suspicion 
of a traffic violation or impending crim-
inal activity.” The court went on to say:

“Indeed, such a gesture alone cannot 
establish probable cause to believe a dis-
orderly conduct violation has occurred. 
‘The disorderly conduct statute at issue 
here does not circumscribe pure speech 
directed at an individual. Rather, it is di-
rected at words and utterances coupled 
with an intent to create a risk of public 
disorder [fighting words] ...’  And be-
cause an objectively reasonable police 
officer would not have believed that 
probable cause existed, neither [officer] 
was entitled to the defense of qualified 
immunity,” when sued for false arrest. 
Swartz v. Insogna, U.S. Court of Ap-
peals - 2nd Circuit, (Jan. 3, 2013).

A recent case proves the age-old 
truth that “no act of kindness goes 
unpunished.” Debra was stopped for 
a traffic violation, speeding. The offi-
cer cut her a break and wrote a ticket 
for a non-moving violation. Most of us 
would be thankful. And then there are 
those individuals like Debra, who af-
ter getting her break gave the officer a 
one-finger salute as she drove off. Less 
than 1000 feet later Debra was pulled 
over again, and the break vanished. Her 
non-moving violation was withdrawn 
and instead got the speeding ticket she 
initially earned. Debra then sued the 
officer for violating her civil rights by 
punishing her First Amendment right 
to free speech. The Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals agreed. See, Cruise-Gulyas 
v. Minard, U.S. Court of Appeals – 6th 

Cir. (March 13, 2019).
“Fits of rudeness or lack of gratitude 

may violate the Golden Rule. But that 
doesn’t make them illegal or for that 
matter punishable or for that matter 
grounds for a seizure [arrest].” The 
court ruled that giving an officer the 
finger is protected speech. Sure, you 
can’t obstruct them from doing their 
jobs, or act threatening towards them, 
but courts have routinely found that the 
one-finger salute is expressive, protect-
ed, First Amendment speech. Quoting 
the court, it’s “crude, but not criminal.” 

So, while the wisdom of such an act 
is doubtful, the answer to our opening 
question is “No,” you cannot be arrest-
ed for giving an officer the finger. n

Write Barry Krischer at  
KrischerLaw@outlook.com
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR

It’s not often that a property with 
as storied a past as 724 Eaton St. 

comes along.
Last sold in 1920, the estate has 

been the residence of former coun-
ty mayor, Shirley Freeman and her 
partner, Harvey Server, for decades, 
and recalls the glamour and gran-
deur of a by-gone period of Key 
West history.

Known as the Curry-Freeman 
House, this residence was custom-built 
by a prominent seafaring merchant 
and ship-builder in 1865 and is one 
of the oldest private residences in the 
Florida Keys.

The three-bedroom, three-bath-
room main house was constructed by 
Old World craftsmen using only the 
finest materials available, at a time 
when Key West flourished as one of 
the richest cities in the country.

Located on a 14,208 square-foot 
lot, this unique wood-frame man-
sion boasts immaculately preserved 
features, including rounded mold-
ings around many door frames and 
antique fixtures. The home’s elegant 
furnishings may be negotiated with 
the home’s current owner. Even as a 
palpable sense of history embraces 
visitors entering the home a central 
air-conditioning system and large 
laundry room address the practical 
needs of such a property in the mod-
ern age,

Over the years, many political and 
social functions have taken place un-
der the 12-foot high ceilings in the 

grand ballroom, as well as in the din-
ing and sitting areas, as befitting a 
family whose members have always 
been--and remain--prominent pillars 
of the community.

Sited a good distance back from Ea-
ton Street on its triple lot, this stately 
home is quiet, and has withstood the 
ravages of time, with no apparent de-
ferred maintenance pending.

With its prominent double front 
porches, ornate gingerbread, vibrant 
colors and elegant woodwork, this res-
idence is a beloved island icon.

The main house has plenty of space 

for family and guests, while the de-
tached 1959 “carriage house” build-
ing located at the far end of the rear 
garden contains three legal units, 
offering three apartments--an addi-
tional four bedrooms and three baths. 
These rooms are perfect for guests, 
staff or for continued use as a rental 
investment.

In total, there is almost 6000 sq.ft. 
of luxury living space on this unique 
property.

A private museum dedicated to mo-
torcycles is currently housed in the 
two-bay garage.

And in another peaceful corner of 
the property, the spacious back porch 
of the main house overlooks a park 
like setting. Mindful of the historic 
structure, the covered space respectful-
ly creates the indoor/outdoor lifestyle 
Key West is famous for.

Palms swaying in tropical breezes, 
flowering trees, and wide-open private 
space all serve to create a social hub, 
a place compelling time out for re-
laxation over drinks with friends and 
family. Or, even a dinner party for 100 
or more of your closest friends if that’s 
your pleasure.

A home with a history – and so much more!

This impressive residence is one of the oldest single family homes in the Keys. Photo: Contributed
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The spacious grounds are dotted with mature landscaping.  
Photo: Contributed

At the rear of the gardens is a second building, with three legal apart-
ments inside. Photo: Contributed

The rear patio is covered, and is a great place for entertaining, or just relaxing with a cold drink.  
Photo: Contributed

High ceilings, hardwood floors, and un-
usual rounded mouldings are cherished 
architectural features of this magnificent 
house. Photo: Contributed

A large and unusual collection of art and 
furniture is available to be negotiated with 
an interested buyer. Photo: Contributed
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Mahogany House
1401 Newton St., Key West

Mahogany House, 
an original Conch House 
located in a quiet corner 
of the Meadows, is now 
available as four unique 
1 bedroom condos. All 
with private entrances 
and outdoor areas, and 
many updates. With new 
roof and paint, the low 
condo fees make this the 
perfect affordable home 
or Snow-bird nest! 

Unit 1:  lower level, 10’ ceilings, all new kitchen and floors - $399,000

Unit 2:  two great porches + over 800’’ private decks/garden - $399,000

Unit 3:  2 bonus rooms, screened porch & over 600’ private deck/garden   
             $479,000

Unit 4: Cathedral Ceilings, loft, treetop views, private deck - $429,000

PRICED TO SELL

3706 N. Roosevelt Blvd, Suite 208
RealtyExecutivesKeyWest.com

6
Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Call us for all your real estate needs!

1119 Whitehead Street
Old Town • 3BD/2.5BA 

Total Coastal Renovation! 
$1,495,000

105 Key Haven Road 
Key Haven • 3BD/3BA

A Boater’s Delight!
Under Contract

Recently Sold! Congratulations to our Sellers and Buyers
728 Ashe Street • 2317 Flagler Avenue

Listed AND Sold!  315 Amelia Street 

See Map

1

See Map

2

See Map

8
See Map

7

See Map

3
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5

A large ballroom in the main house has been the site of numerous im-
portant civic functions over the years. Photo: Contributed

Long considered the queen of Eaton 
Street, this incomparable residence is 
unique and available for showing to 
qualified buyers.

Act now to purchase this living 
piece of Key West history!

The property at 724 Eaton St. has 
been listed at $5,840,000.

For more information, or to set up a 
showing, contact Listing Agent Everett 

Watkins at 305-304-4269 or by email at

keysscribe@aol.com
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

2

3

1  

5  

6

7  

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1
1401 Newton St. Key West

Unit 1 1/1, Unit 2 1/1, Unit 3 1/1, Unit 4 1/1
ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750

2 1604 Duncan St., Key West 1BR/1BA Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

3 6800 Maloney Avenue #17, Harbor Shores 2BR/1BA
Jon Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty

Janine Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty

305-433-0552

305-433-1911

4 109 Front Street #214, Key West 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

5 1126 Olivia Street #421, Key West 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

6 22 Whistling Duck Lane, Key West Golf Club 2BR/1BA
Jon Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty

Janine Seibert, Century 21 Schwartz Realty

305-433-0552

305-433-1911

7 1119 Whitehead Street, Old Town 3BD/2.5BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

8 105 Key Haven Road, Key Haven 3BD/3BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

8

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

4
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

At Home in Key West Century 21 Schwartz Realty 16/04/19  $449,000  $435,000 90 Golf Club Dr 1997 Townhouse 2 No 4

Realty Executives Key West Realty Executives Key West 17/04/19  $399,000  $389,200 1401 Newton St, #1 1933 Condo 1 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 18/04/19  $245,000  $245,000 1801 Roosevelt 2018 Boat Slip 0 Yes 2

Century 21 All Keys BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 19/04/19  $859,000  $850,000 1800 Atlantic 1984 Condo 2 Yes 2

Century 21 All Keys Century 21 Schwartz 22/04/19  $849,000  $814,200 1800 Atlantic Blvd, C-337 1984 Condo 2 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 17/04/19  $879,000  $865,000 1215 South St 1905 Single Fam 2 No 1

Ocean Sotheby's International Ocean Sotheby's International 18/04/19  $1,999,000  $1,975,000 1030 Fleming St 1938 Single Fam 4 No 1

Key West Vacation Prop & 
Realty Coastal Collection Real Estate 19/04/19  $599,995  $580,000 1009 Packer St 1933 Duplex 3 No 1

Preferred Properties Key West Luxury Real Estate 19/04/19  $945,000  $890,000 416 Porter Ln 1991 Condo 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Beach Club Brokers 19/04/19  $890,000  $825,000 326 Virginia St 1928 Single Fam 3 No 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of April 17th to April 24th, 2019




