
JUNE 6 -12, 2019

Photo: Guy DeBoer • Cover: JT Thompson

Danny DiFabio of RODRIGUEZ CIGARS
Key West's Renowned Cigar Maker

Danny DiFabio of RODRIGUEZ CIGARS
Key West's Renowned Cigar Maker

Cover Story 6 • Florida Keys 2-10 • Upper Keys 11-13  • What's Happening 14 • Real Estate 26



F L O R I D A  K E Y S

2
www.konklife.com • JUNE 6-12, 2019

End of Season
CLEARANCE SALECLEARANCE SALE

EVERY DEPARTMENT

UP TO

75 SUGGESTED RETAIL
% OFF

KEY LARGO
305-451-5700

MM 99 Median

KEY WEST
305-295-6400

Searstown by Publix

MARATHON
305-743-4397

MM 50 Oceanside

Going on Now!

www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

KWHS Student Named State Volunteer of the Year
BY PARIS CRONE AND KAILA 
KIRKPATRICK
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITERS

One of Key West High School’s 
finest students Jefflyne 

Desilme won the 2018-19 Out-
standing School Volunteer Award 
for the state. The award recognizes 
Jefflyne as an “exceptional [contrib-
utor] of time and talent to enrich 
educational experiences,” according 
to Educational Consultant for the 
Florida Department of Education 
Cindy Huffman. 

When she started first grade, 
Jefflyne did not even know English 

yet, and she says that was one of her 
hardest struggles along the way, “I 
had to run while other people were 
walking just to make sure I was stay-
ing up there.”

Jefflyne shows a great amount of 
hard work and dedication to any-
thing that she does, and she notes 
that she worked very hard to earn 
this award. 

“It’s really nice for the board to 
recognize people and students who 
are actually doing this kind of thing 
and going out of their way,” Jefflyne 
comments. 

The award means a great deal to 
Jefflyne, and validates the good work 

she hopes to continue. “I’ve decid-
ed, how I was helped, I would like 
to help other people that way too.” 
Jefflyne has indeed come through on 
her promise, as she has become a tu-
tor, a translator at the hospital, and 
a summer school teacher, among 
other things. 

First, Jefflyne won the award at 
the school level. From there she won 
it at the district level, and finally was 
recognized at the state level. 

This award acknowledges out-
standing dedication to others, and 
Jefflyn is a model of this. She plans 
on continuing with her work, to 
help as many as she can. n

Key West High School student 
Jefflyne Desilme stands tall as an 
outstanding student volunteer. 
She first won the award at the 
school level, and went on to the 
district level, and finally was rec-
ognized at the state level.
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Key West City Com-
missioners have 

prided themselves on 
keeping the local prop-
erty tax rate essentially 

unchanged over the past 10 years. But 
that has created a financial crisis going 
into the next budget year, which be-
gins on Oct. 1, according to finance 
director Mark Finigan.

As a result, not only are property 
taxes likely to go up an as-of-yet un-
determined amount in the 2019-2020 
fiscal year, local fees may also increase, 
some significantly. City staff layoffs 
and a possible elimination of the 

city-operated emergency medical ser-
vices unit are also on the table, accord-
ing to city manager Jim Scholl.

Finigan said he anticipates a $4 to 
$5 million budget shortfall if all the 
projects department heads have been 
asked to undertake are approved. But 
raising the property tax millage rate 
the maximum 13 percent allowed un-
der state statutes won’t be enough. 

“Even if you increased by 13 [per-
cent], you’d still only get about a mil-
lion and a half dollars of new reve-
nue. So, you’re still looking at a large 
amount that we’re either going to 
have to pare back or we’re going to 
have to realize it through revenue en-
hancements or we’re going to have to 
recognize it through expenditure re-

ductions,” Finigan said at the May 30 
special commission meeting.

There are several reasons why costs 
are rising significantly faster than the 
revenue to pay for them in Key West. 
One is that commissioners in past 
years have been politically reluctant 
to ask residents to pay higher tax-
es, even when a slight increase every 
year would have been relatively easy 
for property owners to bear. Another 
is that residents have been demand-
ing a better quality of life, including 
improved roads, parks and sidewalks. 
The new administration of Mayor Teri 
Johnston wants to meet those needs 
but, again, it costs money to do so. 
Finigan said the tax rate in the new fis-
cal year will be “extraordinarily above” 

rollback if commissioners try to im-
plement all the projects they have said 
they want. Rollback is the millage tax 
rate that generates the same number of 
revenue dollars as the year before.

“We are up against a wall where our 
expenses continue to increase but our 
revenues don’t,” said Scholl.

“We should have, the last couple 
of years anyway, done slight [prop-
erty tax] increases instead of hitting 
rollback,” said Commissioner Jimmy 
Weekley.

A third reason for the expected 
financial shortfall is that one source 
of revenue that has consistently pro-
vided a bucket of predictable money 

K E Y  N E W S

Key West City finances in trouble, warns 
budget director

• COHIBA  •  ROMEO Y JULIETA  •  MONTECRISTO
•  ROCKY PATEL  •  ARTURO FUENTE

~ All Brand Name Cigars ~
Hookas, Hookah Tobaccos, & Tobacco Accessories

HAND-ROLLED CUBAN LEAF CIGARS

POINT BREAK
CIGAR FACTORY

3 LOCATIONS: 
600 Duval  •  921 Duval  •  403 Greene

305.295.6110
PointBreakCigars.com

 X Continued on page 10
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Mango Madness Exhibition 
Opens June 6 at The Studios
Mango season is here, and 

The Studios of Key West is 
celebrating with its most popu-
lar exhibition of the year. Every 
summer The Studios celebrates 
the slowing down and the heat-
ing up with a special Members’ 
Show and party. 

On Thursday, June 6 from 
6-8pm, the public is invited to 
celebrate “Mango Madness,” a 
show of paintings, sculptures 
and assorted art objects that 
capture the color of Key West 
(or simply what talented Stu-
dios’ members have been up to 
lately). 

Visitors can enjoy one of Per-
ry Arnold’s famous Mango Mar-
garitas – made with fresh, local 
mangoes – while checking out 
the latest works from The Stu-

dios’ family of artists. Over 100 
works of art will be on view, with 
many priced at points friendly to 
the budget.

Mango Madness remains on 
view on all three floors of The 

Studios landmark art deco build-
ing at 533 Eaton Street through 
July 18. Gallery hours are Tues-
day-Saturday, 10am-4pm. There 
is no admission fee to visit The 
Studios of Key West. n

Locals love to come to Mango Madness, for the art, and for 
the Mango Margaritas! From left, Sherry Sweet Tewell, Jenni-
fer Hulse Russo, Tracy McClellan, Landon Bradbury, and Tricia 
Coyne. Photo by: Larry Blackburn

USCG Commander joins Key 
West Sunrise Rotary Club
Key West, May 31

Capt. Adam Chamie continues the tradition of the US 
Coast Guard Sector Key West commander joining 

Key West Sunrise Rotary. 
The club installed him on May 31 as its newest mem-

ber. Capt. Chamie assumed his Sector Key West duties 
in April overseeing three multi-mission CoastGuard Sta-
tions, six patrol boats, and an Aids to Navigation Team.
The Key West Sunrise Rotary Club in the Conch Re-
public, established in 1988, provides community ser-
vice, supports charities, and funds college scholarships 
through events including BrewFest and a golf tourna-
ment. The club meets on Fridays at 7 a.m. at the Marri-
ott Beachside Hotel. n Capt. Adam Chamie (Courtesy USCG)
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Without a job inter-
view, without an 

updated job description 
or skill set and with a 
resume submitted only 

earlier that day, Key West City Com-
missioners narrowly approved hiring 
Assistant City Manager Greg Veliz as 
the new city manager at a May 30 spe-
cial meeting.

Four commissioners, including 
Commissioner Mary Lou Hoover, who 
changed her mind after presenting a res-
olution to draw up qualifications to use 
in the application and hiring process of 
a new city manager, voted to give long-
time city employee Veliz the top spot 
in city government. Three others on 
the commission, including Mayor Teri 
Johnston, Sam Kaufman and Greg Da-
vila, wanted to do a statewide search for 
candidates to replace retiring City Man-
ager Jim Scholl, who is leaving Oct. 1.

The last time the city manager job 
description was updated was in 2004. 
Kaufman and Johnston wanted to cre-
ate a specific skill set for the new city 
manager to have, including experience 
planning for sea level rise and climate 
change, knowledge of municipal and 
Florida state practices, and experience 
in creating and implementing a local 
strategic plan. But the four other com-
missioners, including Hoover, Billy 
Wardlow, Clayton Lopez and Jimmy 
Weekley, said Veliz has proven him-
self over his five years as assistant city 
manager, and previous city jobs in rec-
reation and public works departments. 
Scholl also backed Veliz as his succes-
sor, shaking hands with him after the 
4-3 vote was finalized.

“I have all the confidence in the 
world” that Veliz has the skills that 
commissioners and multiple speakers 
at the meeting said they wanted, said 
Wardlow, who had pushed hard for 
Veliz to be hired.

“Am I disappointed that Greg Veliz 
will be our next city manager? No,” said 
Davila, who had campaigned for his 
commission seat promising to support 
a national or state search for candidates.

“I make a decision like this with a 
lot of heart and caring for the city,” 
said Hoover as she voted to begin con-
tract negotiations with Veliz. “I think 
you’ll be pleasantly surprised.”

Hoover’s vote was the surprise since 
she had put a resolution on the meet-
ing agenda saying that the commission 
expressed an intent to “find the most 
qualified candidate” and “desires to 
specify preferred criteria and qualifica-
tions for consideration in the applica-
tion and hiring process.” That would 
have meant commissioners needed to 
work together to create a skill set for the 
new city manager before hiring Veliz.

“We’ve all looked at a couple of job 
descriptions recently. But they, to me, 
didn’t lay out what it is we’re looking 
for in a [city manager] and the job re-
sponsibilities we’re going to give this 
person,” Hoover said at the meeting as 
she introduced her resolution, which 
was approved after Kaufman asked 
for some word changes requiring an 
updated qualifications criteria every 
time a new city manager is hired. That 
resolution will not be applied to Veliz’ 
hiring, however, something that frus-
trated Mayor Johnston.

“We basically don’t know what 
we’re looking for but we’re going to 
hire somebody tonight anyway,” she 
said. “If you don’t have your skill set 

and your job description, I don’t know 
how you move forward.”

Multiple speakers went to the 
microphone to urge that a candi-
date search be conducted. And oth-
er speakers asked the commission to 
hire Veliz, recounting multiple exam-
ples of how he was qualified to run 
the city and its $200 million budget. 
Long-time residents and business 
owners such as former city Commis-
sioner Richard Payne, Historic Tours 
of America President Ed Swift, Two 
Friends Patio restaurant owner Dan-
ny Hughes and former Commissioner 
and downtown entertainment com-
plex owner Mark Rossi supported 

Veliz, and former city Commissioner 
Tony Yaniz implored the commission 
to “give the man [Veliz] a chance at 
the job.”

But others, including Eric Detwil-
er, a member of the city Sustainabili-
ty Advisory Board, and resident Dana 
Day supported a candidate search, in-
cluding interviewing several current 
City Hall staffers who have expressed 
an interest in the position.

“Qualifications versus connec-
tions,” said Detwiler about the abbre-
viated hiring process. “Who knows 
how many other top candidates are 

SATURDAY, JUNE 8 TH

10AM - 6PM
VISIT OUR PRIDE PARTNER

SHARING OUR TENT!

Thursday
schedule a FREE test
@ 1434 Kennedy Dr. 
schedule a FREE test
@ 1434 Kennedy Dr. 

get a safe sex packet
register for

The SMART Ride!

ask about PrEP

MIAMI TO KEY WEST NOV. 15 & 16TH

WWW.AHMONROE.ORG

Real-time sign-up for
Riders    Crew    Volunteers

Veliz hired to replace Scholl as Key West City 
Manager

 X Continued on page 24
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER
Photo contributed

Walk into the iconic Rodriguez 
Cigar Factory on Fitzpatrick 

Street, and one is immediately struck 
by the authenticity of the oldest cigar 
factory and shop in Key West.

As cigar roller Yanet Hernandez 
methodically crafts top quality stogies 
from a pile of Nicaraguan leaf wrap-
pers, the aromatic scents of tobacco 
and strong Cuban coffee wafts through 
the room

Memorabilia fills shelves on the 
walls, and a pair of cigar box guitars sit 
quietly in their stands.

All in a day’s work for proud pro-
prietor, Danny Difabio, the youthful 
third generation owner of a business 
whose roots stretch all the way back to 
the La Finca Carmencita plantation, in 
the town of Siguaney, Las Villas Prov-
ince in Cuba.

In 1947 the Rodriguez family began 
working in the tobacco industry, then 
aging and curing the precious product 
for use by the many cigar factories in 
Cuba-- America’s playground.

By 1971, circumstances changed 
and the Rodriguez family had moved 
north to Cayo Hueso, becoming Amer-
ican citizens. Many commercial cigar 
factories in the Southernmost City had 
moved to the Tampa area. Key West, 
once the center of this colorful indus-
try in the United States, was cigar city 
U.S.A no more.

When tourism had supplanted ci-
gar manufacturing, sponging and 
shrimping in Key West,  the Rodri-
guez family once again produced the 
finest cigars around.

In August Danny Difabio will cel-
ebrate the 35th anniversary of the 
family business. Under his leadership, 
the most authentic of current local ci-

gar shops, has expanded quickly, with 
most of its production now taking 
place in facilities in Nicaragua, and 
much of its distribution taking place 

online and cigar retail stores through-
out the Unites States.

“I feel very fortunate to be able 
to promote the history of my home-
town through our company,” Dan-
ny Difabio said. “This was once the 
biggest industry in Key West, and it’s 
humbling to be carrying that torch 
today. I take a great deal of pride 
in not only producing cigars with 
our family name but handcrafting a 
quality product that represents Key 
West, my home”.

Four distinct series make up the Ro-
driguez Cigar Collection: the Reserva 
Privada, Series 84, Series 84 Maduro, 
and the Vintage 1925 series.

“Each of these collections is em-
bodied with its own character and 
unique complexity,” Difabio added.  
“But what they all have in common 
is that they’re constructed using tra-
ditional Cuban manufacturing tech-
niques and with the finest tobaccos 
from exotic plantations around the 
world, and thats where you start in 
order to produce quality and consis-
tency in every cigar.”

Most of these stogies are available 
individually, by the box, or in sam-
pler packs, allowing customers to try 
them all and decide which ones they 
like best. Rodriguez Cigars can also be 
ordered at the Rodriguez online store 
and at local hotels on the island.

Whether you buy them online or 
at the Key West store, according to 
Difabio, your getting quality with 
every cigar! n

For more information, visit the store, 
at 113 Fitzpatrick St., call 305-296-
0167, visit https://rodriguezcigarskeywest.
com/ or find them on Facebook or Twitter.

keysscribe@aol.com

Quality, tradition, and hometown pride:  
The winning formula at Rodriguez Cigars

Third-generation owner Danny Difablo is justly proud of Rodriguez Ci-
gars’ stubborn insistence on using only the finest tobaccos and tradition-
al Cuban manufacturing techniques.

Visitors to the Rodriguez Cigars flagship store on Fitzpatrick Street in 
Key West can take a tour and watch cigars being rolled by hand.
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Buster Brown holds his 
ground at the Custom 
House Museum
YOUR NAME HERE: Key West resident Buster Brown 

stands by his own personalized commemorative brick set 
into the waterfront walkway adjacent to the Custom House 
Museum. Do you want to be memorialized like Buster and 
other notable characters, purchased for yourself, your busi-
ness, a friend, or a pet? A limited number of personalized 
commemorative bricks are available now and support the 
ongoing costs of keeping the Custom House a beacon of his-
toric preservation. To leave your legacy in Key West, contact 
Key West Art & Historical Society Membership Coordinator 
Kim Livingston at 305-295-6616, ext. 106. n

Rock Your Trivia Knowledge with 
KWAHS and the Hard Rock Cafe
Fascinated with fun facts 

and love a spirited evening 
with clever companions? Then 
make your way to the Hard 
Rock Cafe on Monday, June 
10 for the monthly Key West 
Art & Historical Society Trivia 
Night fundraiser, where teams 
of four will compete for cash 
prizes and glory. Doors open at 
5:00pm with the competition 

commencing at 5:30pm. Here’s 
how it works: Register your 
four-person team in advance at 
KWAHS.org/events. Cost is $5 
per person and each team will 
have its own table. Categories 
are General Knowledge, Televi-
sion Shows, Food & Drink, Ge-
ography, and Music with great 
prizes for first, second, and third 
place teams. Hard Rock Cafe 

will be extending happy hour 
specials to all participants and 
there will also be a limited num-
ber of single tickets for bar seat-
ing at $5 per person. Proceeds 
benefit The Society’s Curatorial 
department. For more informa-
tion contact Cori Convertito, 
Ph.D., at cconvertitofarrar@
kwahs.orgor call 305-295-6616 
x 112. n
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Southernmost Beach Resort Appoints Industry-
Veteran Sarka Takovich as General Manager

Key West, May 23

Southernmost Beach Resort, lo-
cated in Key West’s historic Old 

Town, announces the appointment 
of Sarka Takovich as the new Gen-
eral Manager. 

In this role, Takovich will be respon-
sible for driving overall operations, 
programming and guest satisfaction of 
the award-winning resort’s 262 gues-
trooms, signature restaurant and bar 

Southernmost Beach Café, The Petite 

Spa and pool deck.

Takovich assumes this position im-
mediately and has already stepped into 
the role of overseeing all aspects of the 
resort operations.

“I am thrilled to join the South-
ernmost team and oversee this pres-
tigious property that continues to 
build upon its stellar reputation,” said 
Sarka Takovich, General Manager of 
Southernmost Beach Resort. “It is ex-
citing to be at the helm of a luxury 
property that is beloved by guests and 
locals alike.”

Most recently, the 15-year hospitali-
ty veteran was the General Manager of 
The Marker Waterfront Resort, man-
aged by Highgate, earning the prop-

erty a Conde Nast Traveler’s “Reader’s 
Choice” Award. 

Takovich has also held various exec-
utive leadership positions at Little Palm 
Island and Museum Hotel Collection. 
A 10-year resident of the Keys, Takov-
ich is an active member of the com-
munity. Southernmost Beach Resort is 
managed by Highgate, a premier real 
estate investment and hospitality man-
agement company whose growing port-
folio includes more than 100 properties 
in gateway cities worldwide.

For more information visit south-
ernmostbeachresort.com or call 
1-800-354-4455. Follow @southern-
mostbeachresort. n
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every year is falling. Parking fees and 
fines, which were budgeted at $6.2 
million in the current 2018-2019 fis-
cal year, are coming in four percent 
lower, a potential loss of $248,000, 
if parking collection continues at this 
rate until Sept. 30, the end of the fis-
cal year.

“If it’s because [reducing car usage 
in the city] is having the desired conse-
quences of making all of these parking 
improvements, which relieves the con-
gestion downtown, then that’s prob-
ably a good thing. And we’ll have to 
make up that loss of revenue in other 
ways,” Finigan said.

Those “other ways” might include 
creating a number of new local fees, 
including charging for commercial use 
of public property such as beach wed-
dings, green markets, fitness classes 
in public spaces and non-profit orga-
nizations’ use of city-owned property. 
Some existing fees could also be in-
creased, including charging a “conve-
nience fee” for using a credit card to 
pay the rent on city leases, parking and 
fuel. Currently, the city absorbs the 
two percent hit credit card companies 
charge. If that cost was transferred to 
card users, the city could generate up 
to $600,000 a year in new revenue, 
Finigan said.

Another source of new revenue 
would be to increase the fee structure 
for business taxes, generating $47,000, 
and assessing the maximum delinquent 
payment fee for business owners who 
pay their taxes late. That could generate 
up to $135,000, Finigan said.

Commissioners largely sat in 
stunned silence during Finigan’s two-
hour presentation. Finigan asked them 
to ponder what type of financial strat-
egy they want to implement and to 
think long-term, not just one fiscal year 
at a time. The next budget workshop is 
July 24 at City Hall.

“This community and primarily this 
city at this point financially is at the 
crossroads of having to make some re-
ally long-term decisions relative to how 
they’re going to conduct their financial 
business into the future,” Finigan told 
the commission.

Scholl said one way of reducing ex-
penses is to implement a hiring freeze, 
lay off employees and eliminate the 
city-operated ambulance and emer-
gency services department, resulting 
in 16 firefighters who work in EMS 
losing their jobs. The city took over 
providing emergency services in 2014 
– it had contracted with a private am-
bulance service prior to that – as a way 
to reduce expenses. Having those EMS 
employees on the city payroll instead of 
a private contractor is more expensive, 
Scholl said. 

Scholl also warned commissioners 
not to fall back on the financial trick 
they have used in the past to reduce 
expenses enough to achieve rollback. 
Commissioners have taken money 
out of the city’s reserve fund the past 
two years to boost revenue enough 
to avoid higher property taxes, over 
Scholl’s objections. 

This time, one year after Hurricane 
Irma caused just under $11 million 
dollars in damage in Key West and cut 
the reserve fund by about two-thirds 
because of all the additional expenses, 
Scholl said the rainy-day account needs 
to remain intact in case of another 
damaging storm.

“It’s very, very important to under-
stand the necessity of having the re-
serve funds and to be able to support 
disaster recovery if it’s necessary,” he 
told commissioners.

Monroe County and the city of Mar-
athon have both used up the majority 
of their reserve funds paying for Irma 
storm damage while waiting for FEMA 
reimbursement. The county has had to 
take out municipal loans to cover the 
shortfalls, resulting in an estimated 
$86,000 in interest fees. n

Key West City finances...
 X Continued from page 3
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The Salvation Army Stands Ready to Serve When 
Disaster Strikes
Calls for volunteers to join local Emergency Disaster Services Team
Miami, May 31

In the wake of a disaster, The Sal-
vation Army is prepared to serve 

people in need. Following Hurri-
cane Irma, hundreds of Salvation 
Army staff and volunteers fanned 
out across south Florida to aid in 
response and recovery efforts.

June 1 marks the beginning 
of the 2019 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season, which runs through 
November 30. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) has pre-

dicted 9-15 named storms this 
season, 4-8 of which could be-
come hurricanes, including 2-4 
major hurricanes (winds of 111 
mph or higher).

Due to the intense storms 
Florida has seen over the past 
few years, The Salvation Army 
Miami Area Command prepares 
all year to be of service to those 
impacted by natural disasters. 
“We do what we can to serve 
those in need,” says Raymond 
Boyd, Disaster Coordinator for 
TheSalvation Army of Miami. 

“The effect of a disaster can be 
detrimental physically, mentally 
and financially, and we are there 
to provide water, meals, and 
emotional and spiritual care.”

The Salvation Army relies 
on trained volunteers to not 
only serve disaster survivors, 
but also help meet the needs of 
first responders. To join your 
local Salvation Army Emergen-
cy Disaster Services team, visit 
www.SalArmyEDS.org or call 
305-637-6700 for more infor-
mation. n
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Take Stock in Children Graduation Celebration
Key West, May 29

The Monroe 
County Ed-

ucation Founda-
tion recognized 

the accomplishments of its 51 Take 
Stock in Children graduating scholars 
on Saturday, May 25, 2019. 

The Take Stock in Children Class of 
2019 represents a diverse group of stu-
dents from Coral Shores High School, 
Marathon High School, and Key West 
High School who are ready to take the 
next step in their educational career.

With over 120 advanced placement 
courses and nearly 40 dual enrollment 
courses behind them, the 51 TSIC 
scholars have collectively earned a 3.64 
weighted grade point average. Sixteen 
will receive Florida Bright Futures 
scholarships in addition to their Take 
Stock in Children scholarship and 
other local scholarships. In total, the 
TSIC Class of 2019 has earned over 
$2 million in scholarships! 

“We couldn’t be more proud of 
this group of scholars,” said Monroe 
County Education Foundation Pres-
ident Bryan Green. “The Foundation 

enthusiastically congratulates these 51 
students and wishes them much suc-
cess in their pursuit of a college degree 
or career certification.”

Keynote speaker Mr. Johnny Lou-
is, TSIC 2011 alumni who earned 
his Bachelor of Science degree in En-
gineering from Florida International 
University in 2017, provided an in-
spirational message and shared his tri-
umphs as well as challenges while pur-
suing his degree. “Don’t limit yourself 
to what you can or can’t do with your 
college career,” Louis advised the se-
niors. “In fact, aim high and perform 
above those expectations. You will only 
be doing yourself a favor in the end.” 

Louis was the first in his family to 
earn a bachelor’s degree, an accom-

plishment for which he credits the 
Take Stock in Children program. “The 
program works,” Louis emphasized 
during his remarks as he thanked all 
who made a difference in his life: his 
mentor Mr. Tim Gaffney, his teachers, 
and his family. 

The mission of Take Stock in Chil-
dren is to provide opportunities for a 
post-secondary education to its finan-
cially and academically eligible stu-
dents. Additionally, the Monroe Coun-
ty Education Foundation provides the 
TSIC Monroe students with the tools 
and skills necessary to complete a de-
gree, diploma, or industry certification. 

Program Coordinator Chuck Li-
cis highlights the importance of Take 
Stock’s college and career readiness ef-

forts. “This year’s class has participated 
in college and career readiness work-
shops and college tours. They have met 
weekly with their volunteer mentor 
who has guided and encouraged them 
to reach their potential.” Licis added, 
“They are now ready to take the next 
step, to pursue their college goals, earn 
a degree with minimal debt, and pur-
sue their career dreams!”

The Monroe County Education 
Foundation, established in 1996, is 
a Florida not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to enhancing and improv-
ing the educational experiences of stu-
dents within Monroe County. In ad-
dition to the MCEF flagship program, 
Take Stock in Children, the founda-
tion provides leadership development 
opportunities and international trav-
el experiences for qualified Monroe 
County students. Over 700 students 
from Monroe County have received 
scholarships since the program was 
founded.  For more information about 
MCEF or to donate, please visit http://
www.monroecountyedfound.org or 
contact Chuck Licis, program direc-
tor for TSIC Monroe at Chuck.Licis@
monroecountyedfound.com. n

Take Stock in Children Graduating Class of 2019

Monroe County Spotlights Tobacco use 
and Lung Health for World No Tobacco Day
Monroe County, May 31

World No Tobacco Day aims to 
raise awareness on the harmful 

and deadly effects of tobacco use and 
secondhand smoke exposure, and to 
discourage the use of tobacco in any 
form. Observed around the world by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
on May 31, this year’s focus is on TO-
BACCO AND LUNG HEALTH.

Monroe County is committed to rais-
ing awareness around the issue of tobac-
co use, its negative health effects and the 
need to quit to improve lung health. 

Smoking can cause lung diseases 
such as chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) and lung cancer. In 
fact, smoking causes about 80% of all 
deaths from COPD and is the number 
one risk factor for lung cancer for both 
men and women.   

Quitting smoking is a major step 
to improving your health, including 
reducing the risk of COPD and lung 
cancer. At any age, the sooner you 
quit, the sooner your body can begin 
to heal. 

Two weeks to three months after 
quitting smoking, your lung func-
tion begins to improve. One to nine 
months after quitting, coughing and 
shortness of breath decrease. Ten years 

after quitting smoking the risk of dy-
ing from lung cancer drops to about 
half that of a current smoker. 

Tobacco Free Florida aims to edu-
cate Floridians on the various ways to 
quit and supports them through the 
process – on World No Tobacco Day 
and year-round.   

For more information about Quit 
Your Way, please visit www.tobaccof-
reeflorida.com/quityourway. n
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624 Whitehead Street in Old Town • 305-499-9100 • DivineKeyWest.com
Walk-Ins Welcome • Open Mon-Sat: 10am-5pm • Sundays by appointment

Come look and feel your best... at DIVINE MEDICAL SPA!

SERVICES: Hydrafacials, Body Contouring, IPL & Laser Hair Removal,
IV-Nutritional Therapies • DIVINE MASSAGES: Deep Tissue, Couples,

Classic Swedish • DIVINE PACKAGES: Bachelorette Party Special,
Wedding Glow and Soothing Express Treatments

United Way of the Florida Keys Invests $233,000 
to Benefit Local Residents through 20 Non-Profits
Florida Keys 

United Way of the Florida Keys is 
excited to announce $233,000 

in grants to 20 local nonprofits. As 
the 2019-20 Community Investment 
partner agencies, these non-profits will 
work with UWFK to provide access to 
nutritious food, education, financial 
stability and Hurricane Irma recovery 
for Monroe County residents.

Community volunteers review and 
evaluate applications as well as con-
duct site visits to each agency applying 
for funding. As a local organization, 
UWFK utilizes this volunteer engage-

ment to ensure the funding decisions 
are made by the community, for the 
community. Requests for support to-
taling over $860,000 shows there is 
much need in Monroe County.

UWFK knows long-term hurricane 
recovery work is still needed and is strate-
gically utilizing remaining disaster funds 
accordingly for this grant cycle. At the 
same time, as the community recovery 
progresses and the Keys continue to re-
turn to normal over the next year, UWFK 
support is aligned with previous years.

Nearly half of year-round Mon-
roe County residents are considered 
ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Con-
strained, Employed).  Due to the high 
cost of living and circumstances be-
yond their control, these households 
struggle to survive on a daily basis. 
UWFK support through the 20 non-

profit partners helps ensure these res-
idents have food on the table, quality 
childcare for their children, and sup-
port to prevent them from slipping 
further into poverty or homelessness.    

Working alongside their 20 partner 
nonprofits through these 26 programs, 
UWFK will better the lives of more 
than 15,000 local residents this year.

UWFK will also announce later 
this summer approximately $48,000 
in hurricane Irma funding to further 
support other post-hurricane unmet 
needs.  Further details about UWFK’s 
hurricane relief efforts are available at 
KeysUnitedWay.org. n

FKOC Case Manager Erika assists 
a client with obtaining services.

SIGN UP FREE TODAY to receive
daily local news & information...

the largest subscription digital news in the
Florida Keys! Delivered to your in-box... 

News • Weather
Community Events

Limelight Photo Gallery
Real Estate • Music

Entertainment • Sports
Theatre • Dining
Movie Reviews

Fishing • Dance
Art Galleries

And it’s ALL FREE...
just sign up at:

KonkNet.com/Blast

KONK
Blast!
KONK
Blast!

FREE
Every Day!
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 06/06
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 06/07
CAPT JOSH

9:30am - 10 am

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 06/08
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Sunday 06/09
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 06/10
Raven Cooper
Noon - 5:00 pm  

JANNIK & FRIEND

6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 06/11
GARY HEMPSEY

noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR DUO

6:45pm - 11pm 

Wednesday 06/12
JEFF CLARK

NOON - 5PM

RAVEN COOPER

6:45 - MIDNIGHT

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 PM - 1AM 

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n
Thursday 06/06
Thom Shepherd 5pm 
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 06/07
Thom Shepherd 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Saturday 06/08
Thom Shepherd 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
thegreenroomkeywest.com
n

Thursday 06/06
Jason Lamson
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Ken Fairbrother
11:00pm - 3:00am

Friday 06/07
Chris Toler
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Nick Walker
10:30pm - 2:30am

Saturday 06/08
Mike Naughton
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Chris Toler
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Sunday 06/09
Turner Harrison
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Anthony Picone
11:00pm - 3:00am

Monday 06/10
Tim Hollohan
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Drew Gunning
11:00pm - 3:00am

Tuesday 06/11
Shastina
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Chris Toler
11:00pm - 3:00am

Wednesday 06/12
SHARESE NICOLE
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Zach Lovering
11:00pm - 3:00am

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  
(305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com
n
Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—
doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  
FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 06/06

Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 06/07
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 

Smith 5:30-7:30

Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Saturday 06/08
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 

Smith 5:30-7:30

Scott Marischen & Company 8-11

Sunday 06/09
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 

Smith 5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda and The Sharks 8-11

Monday 06/10
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Maliti & Pals

Jazz Jam with Larry Smith, Joe 

Dallas and Skipper Kriptiz 8-11

Tuesday 06/11
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 

Smith 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 

Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 06/12
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 

Hines 5:30-7:30

Chris Burchard & Co. 8-11

Atlanta’s Mike Veal Band at the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon
The Mike Veal Band, 

Atlanta’s favorite 
party band brings its 
energy and excitement 
to the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon, 400 Front St., 
June 10 -16,  rocking 
the night stage from 
9pm – 1am.

The band plays a 
hot combination of 
blues, rock, and funk. 
Diverse musical back-
grounds and regional 
influences color each member’s contribution to the tight sound for which the 
band is admired.

Atlanta partiers and club patrons throughout the Southeast know the band deliv-
ers a killer show every time. Stop by the Hog’s Breath and see for yourself. n
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Rocketman

Elton John conquered his addictions 
and came into his own being as an 

iconic musical genius and is rightly be-

loved for it. “Rocketman” by Dexter 

Fletcher (Eddie the Eagle) is the story 

of the rocker as a young man and it as 

buoyant and personal as Elton himself. 

It is a musical and as such it is rousing 

and intimate. Smoothly entertaining 

with nothing artificial or silly about it, 

it is packed with feeling. As a biopic of 

a music icon, it tells us more about a 

rock-and-roll heart and mind than any 

recent film.

Young Elton (born Reggie Dwight 

and played by Kit Conner) is faced 

with a cold father (Steven Mackintosh) 

and a caring yet conservative mom 

(Bryce Dallas Howard). One morning, 

he toys with the piano and mom de-

cides on lessons.

Reggie keeps on with his music 

straight through his parents’ divorce. 

He is accepted to the Royal Academy 

of Music. The boy has a prodigious 

memory, able to play classical pieces 

that he only heard once.

Later, he forms his own band and 

sings back-up for an R&B group. The 

lead tells him that he has to “kill the 

person he was born to be, to become 

the person you wanna be.”

Reggie transforms into Elton John 

after seeing a photo of John Lennon 

at an exec studio. He also receives a 

packet of lyrics that need music to go 

with them. 

Because of this, Elton meets Bernie 

Taupin (Jamie Bell) and the two begin 

a strongly empathic friendship which 

becomes a collaboration in writing.

Here, Elton begins his flamboyant 

showmanship in part to rebel against 

his parents’ staid views but also to 

highlight his individualist spirit.

As the adult Elton, Taron Egerton 

is perfect: heartfelt, sensitive and as 

wild as Elton John’s body demands. 

He is a genuine doppelganger for the 

legend.

More importantly, this film 

breathes.

One witnesses Elton thinking, feel-

ing and observing others, as well as 

performing in his own evocative way. 

The audience receives what the mu-

sician feels: the pushes and pulls with 

his mother and father, his angels of 

creativity and his devils. 

Groundbreaking also for a main-

stream film, one sees Elton as a mature 

artist and a loving gay man. Here is a 

man as musician without any overtly 

melodramatic party or histrionic fight 

scenes. The director has the courage to 

be quiet.

One sees Elton enter AA as a fan-

tastical creature, but the scene is not 

for laughs. Daringly, Elton is shown 

embracing his five-year-old self—-ac-

cepting his entire being holistically 

and moving forward. It is an excellent 

moment, vivid and emotive without a 

trace of sap.

Better yet, this film focuses on the 

lyrical impact of the music. Words are 

put in focus with intent and intensi-

ty, mirroring the bond between Elton 

and Taupin.

This is nothing short of a musical 

portrait of a great performer. Vibrant 

and vibrating, energetic and irrepress-

ible, it is also thoughtful and reflective.

“Rocketman” is Elton John without 

any surfaces or shallow veneer. n
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Two years ago, 
T h e a t re X P ’s 

Bob Bowersox came 
across an intrigu-
ing new theatrical 

idea he really loved. Called “Twice Told 
Tales”, he decided to give it a go at Sum-
mer Stage 2017. It turns out his summer 
theater fest customers loved it as much 
as he did. It was a smash hit. He repeated 
the evening at last year’s Summer Stage, 
with the same results.

So “Twice Told Tales” – a night of 
contrasting, dueling monologues – will 
make its return to Summer Stage again 
this year, set for one night only on Mon-
day, June 10th at 8 pm in the Helmer- ich Theater at the Studios of Key West, 

533 Eaton Street. Tickets --  both VIP 
and General Seating -- are limited and 
can be had at theatrexp.ticketleap.com 
or by calling 302-540-6102.

Normally relegated to the heart of a 
play, or made a tool of directors for au-
ditions, the monologue – one actor, solo 
on stage, delivering a single speech that 
hopefully has power, emotion, message, 
and connection – is seldom allowed to  
stand alone center-stage as the sole star.

Until now.
“Twice Told Tales” is an evening of 

monologues, each delivered twice….
once each by two different actors, 
guided by a single director in two com-
pletely different directions, resulting in 

two completely different outcomes for 
the monologue and for the audience.

Directors for this year’s show in-
clude top Key West helmers Tony 
Konrath, Mathias Maloff, John Mc-
Donald, Vanessa McCaffrey, Carole 
MacCartee, Melody Moore, Karen 
Leonard, and Juliet Gray. Actors will 
include Laura Richardson, Liz Wein-
stock, Tom Murtha, Tim Dahms, Di-
ana Heller, Aramis Ikatu, Donna Sta-
bile, Steve Miller, Su Nubia, Tammy 
Shanley, Ross Pipkin, Peggy Mont-
gomery, Mira Negron, Francesca Sil-
va, and Diane May.

 X Continued on page 18

Theatrical Hit “Twice Told Tales” Makes Return to 
Summer Stage

A rousing night of dueling mono-
logues are the bread and butter of 
“Twice Told Tales” for One Night 
Only on June 10 at the Studios of Key 
West. Photo by Roberta DePiero.
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Here’s how it works:
Monologues are chosen by the directors – the 

subject can be anything. Each can be three to 
five minutes long.  Each director is given two 
actors, who may be of different genders or sexu-
al orientations, but two actors of the same gen-
der could also be used. The directors then work 
with each actor separately in rehearsal, develop-
ing the monologue in two completely different 
ways…meaning interpretation or delivery or 
emotion or intent or all of them.

The evening of the performance, each 

monologue is then delivered in its dual iter-
ations, back to back. The results are some-
times startling.

“It’s a fun, surprising, and often illuminat-
ing evening of theatre,” said Bowersox, “and 
the audiences have really loved the show. And 
it shows how direction and actor interpreta-
tion can completely change a piece of writing. 
It really shows the magic of theater.”

Tickets for the one-night-only event are 
available at theatrexp.ticketleap.com or 302-
540-6102. They will also be available at the 
door that evening. For more information, visit 
keywestsummerstage.com or call TheatreXP at 
302-540-6102. n

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T T H E A T E R  R E V I E W  n  W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

Theatrical Hit...
 X Continued from page 17

Weekly Jazzjam at the Little 
Room on June 10th

Music event at Blue Heaven 
on Thursday, 6th June

At the Little Room (821 Duval)  on Mon-
day, June 10th at 8:30pm, Larry Smith 

hosts his weekly Jazzjam, with Dallas on 
bass & skippo on drums.  Jazzy singers & 
instrumentalists are all welcome to come 
play. And on Wednesday the 12th, at 8pm, 
Chris Burchard & Co. (with Gary Riven-
son on bass, & skippo on drums ), take the 
Little Room stage with an instrumental trio 
blend of fusion, great American Songbook, 
Metheney, & originals. n

On Thursday June 6th, at Blue 
Heaven, from 6pm, that Me-

lodic Force of Nature, Raven Coo-
per, will join skippo for music merri-
ment thru the evening dining hours. 
This duo is always a special little en-
tertainment event, showcasing Ra-
ven’s vast Americana & global mu-
sic influences, within the intimate 
acoustic guitar & percussive duo 
format, at the famed Blue Heaven. 
Call 296-8666 for more info. n
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Happy Hour, Lunch & Summer Specials!
Get top shelf
placement in
KONK Life’s

Summer Specials
page each week
steering hungry
diners to you for

$50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”
and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLarosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

Free
Delivery!

Happy Hours
from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

Come Enjoy
2-4-1 Drinks

during
Pride Week!

305-204-4387
217 Duval Street

Members of the Senior Class at Key West High School receive scholarships from Sydney’s Home Project 
at Awards Night. Photo by Pete Arrnow.

Key West high School 2019 Class Pres-
ident Mako Geide  welcomes his fellow 
students to Awards Night at the auditori-
um when the scholarships are presented. 
Photo by Pete Arnow.
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Dunkin
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

What IS that?” we would hear  
someone say when they first laid 

eyes on Dunkin. He didn’t look like a 
rabbit; tiny with crazy hair. Some said 
he reminded them of a pony for some 
reason.  Bottom line, Dunkin was spe-
cial! He was found as a stray, like so 
many others who come into shelters 
like ours. No way to know how he 
ended up on the street, but suffice to 
say, someone didn’t want him anymore 
because no one came looking. 

Dunkin made the big move with 
us to our new shelter along with oth-
er rabbits.  We neutered and micro-
chipped him and while he was wait-
ing for his new home, he developed a 
following with visitors who met him. 
People would come in just to see him.  
But it wasn’t until Christine and her 
son Austin started volunteering that 
he found himself on the pathway to a 
real home. With each visit to the shel-
ter to help us with our rabbits, their 
connection with him grew. One day, 
with a big grin on her face, Chris-

tine presented us with an application 
to adopt Dunkin. She told us she’d 
had rabbits throughout her life and 
planned to build a big cage in the back 
yard for him. Like most of us who 
grew up having rabbits, a “hutch” was 
common housing for them. Outdoor 
rabbits were the norm.  But as we have 
learned much more about the needs of 
domestic rabbits, both attitudes and 
practices have changed. Rabbits are 
moving indoors and becoming com-
panion animals like dogs and cats.

Historically, rabbits raised for food 

or kept as outdoor pets tended to not 
live very long. Few domestic rabbits 
lived out their natural life span of 8-10 
years.  Knowledge about their physical 
health and social needs was minimal 
at best and rarely considered.  Fortu-
nately attitudes are changing and now, 
as with other domestic animals, their 
overall well-being is being recognized 
and addressed. As knowledge of rab-
bits has expanded, popular websites 
like the The House Rabbit Society and 
others are packed with information, 
great tips, and heartwarming videos 

of bunnies living indoors with their 
families. Outdoor rabbits typically 
don’t enjoy the benefits of indoor rab-
bits. Hot temperatures, predators, so-
cial isolation, and other serious health 
risks that can easily go unnoticed until 
it’s too late, all pose dangers to out-
door rabbits. “

“Out of sight, out of mind” can hap-
pen to the best of us with busy lives, 
and it’s the rabbits that pay the price. 

Knowing that Christine cared as 
much as she did about rabbits, we 
provided her with some resources to 
look over, and she and her wonderful 
family became willing to give Dunkin 
the opportunity to be a house rabbit.  
He started out as a “kitchen bunny”, 
spending supervised time out of his 
cage with Christine while she cooked. 
Soon he was given living room privi-
leges, finding his way up onto the laps 
of anyone who would have him, ob-
viously feeling very safe and loved by 
his new family. His personality shines, 
and Christine told us “I couldn’t imag-
ine him being outside now. He is very 
clean, quiet and oh, so cuddly. He 
brings such joy when you walk in the 
room and see him.”  This is the life we 
wish for all our adoptable rabbits and 
encourage anyone interested to stop by 
the Key West shelter to learn more and 
maybe even fall in love! n

“
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Key West Art & Historical Society ArtCamp! at 
Fort East Martello offers weekly camp sessions 
for children
Registration is now open for Key 

West Art & Historical Society’s 
Claymation Camp at Fort East Mar-
tello from June 10-June 14. Led by 
instructors Crystal Smith and Gi-
ancarlo Espinoza, campers will learn 
the art of clay molding, wire figures, 
set design, and how to compose 24 
frames per minute using stop-motion 
photography to create an animated 
movie, which will premiere on the last 
day of that week’s camp at 3:30pm for 
parents and families.

In addition to the clayma-
tion-themed curriculum, campers 
also have the experience of exploring 
Fort East Martello, an enclosed Civil 
War-era fort stewarded by Key West 
Art & Historical Society, with time 
for natural, open-ended play, with 
outdoor play stations, water play, a 
dress-up area, giant blue building 
blocks and a Rigamajig from Imagi-
nation Playground. 

The camp, in operation for more 
than thirty years, marks Key West Art 
& Historical Society’s commitment 

to youth programming and educa-
tional initiatives that aim to inspire 
a greater sense of place and historical 
understanding about our island home. 
Other sessions still open for registra-
tion include: Fossil Camp (June 17-

21), Cinema Camp (June 24-28), Art 
and Design Camp (July 1-5), Pirate 
Camp (July 8-12), Sci-Fi Camp (July 
15-19), Wreckers Camp (July 22-26), 
Mario Sanchez Camp (July 29-Au-
gust 2), and Adventure Camp (August 

5-9).  Sessions are led by Rick “Dead-
eye” Wheelus, Kevin Lisinksi, Crystal 
Smith, Giancarlo Espinosa, Jennifer 
Hernandez, Stephanie Jenkins, and 
Daisy Connolly, talented artists, teach-
ers, and historians with extensive expe-
rience with children.  

Ancillary activities and excursions 
pertaining to specific sessions, includ-
ing field trips to local museums and 
nearby beaches, parks, and gardens, 
highlight the abundant history and 
cultural assets of our islands while ex-
panding students’ knowledge of the 
local community. 

ArtCamp! runs from 9:00AM to 
4:00PM, Monday – Friday and is 
$200 per session for Society mem-
bers, $225 for nonmembers. Included 
are all supplies and light snacks. De-
tailed descriptions of the ArtCamp! 
sessions along with registration in-
formation can be found at kwahs.org/
events. Registration fills quickly.  Sign 
up now to secure your child’s spot! 
Your museums.  Your community.  It 
takes an island. n

Key West Art & Historical Society’s always popular weekly summer Art-
Camp! sessions begin on June 3 and run through August 9, and include a 
variety of opportunities for fun, learning and adventure, including Pirate 
Camp, Fossil Camp, Cinema Camp, and more.
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Schooner Wharf Minimal Regatta 
Photos by Bill Klipp
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Cormac McCarthy’s The Sunset Limited A highly 
successful gender bending coup
BY JOANNA BRADY

It’s a difficult 
play,” Theatre 

XP director Bob 
Bowersox told me 
before the perfor-

mance of The Sunset Limited on Sun-
day night. “But as everyone knows, I 
don’t do easy plays.” After seeing this 
play and I’m Gonna Pray for You So 
Hard, I would say he’s right on both 
counts. 

The Sunset Limited is a brilliant, 
character-driven play about a problem 
that is, sadly, becoming increasingly 
common.  

Master playwright Cormac McCa-
rthy originally wrote The Sunset Lim-
ited for two men, but Bowersox had 
the vision to turn it into a play about 
two women. With veteran actor Dame 
Glenda Jackson currently playing King 
Lear on Broadway, this kind of gender 
bending took no stretch of the imag-
ination to accept. McCarthy gave his 
permission and wholehearted approval 
to go with two women.

And two excellent actors they are. 
Bowersox cast Melody G. Moore as Ms. 

White, a privileged, educated, but very 
depressed atheist who sees the world 
in nihilistic black. Tammy Shanley is 

Ms. Black, a back hills underprivileged 
Southern woman who sees life through 
the lens of evangelical light and fervor, 

is devoted to God, to Jesus, and read-
ing the Bible—a conversion she made 
while serving time in prison.  

What brings this unlikely pair to-
gether is Ms. White’s suicide attempt 
that morning. We learn that she tried to 
leap in front of a train called ‘The Sun-
set Limited’ and ended up in the arms 
of Ms. Black. The entire play takes place 
immediately afterwards in the tene-
ment apartment of Ms. Black, where 
Black tries to talk sense and old-time 
religion to Ms. White, a sophisticated 
professor with a dazzling vocabulary. 

 The door is locked at Ms. Black’s 
apartment, so Ms. White can’t leave. 
She is then subjected to an attempt by 
Black to have her choose life, read the 
‘good book’, opt for belief in God, and 
to accept the redemption and strength 
that comes with faith. White assumes 
a passive role in the beginning, wait-
ing out the tirade so she can leave. But 
gradually she is drawn into the fray 
and her argument for nihilism gains 
strength as she reinforces her accep-
tance of darkness and her yearning for 

Melody G. Moore and Tammy Shanley deliver stellar performances in 
TheatreXP’s production of ‘The Sunset Limited’ by Cormac McCarthy, 
now playing through June 20 at the Red Barn Theatre in Key West as part 
of Summer Stage 2019. Photo by Larry Blackburn

“

 X Continued on page 24
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death. The afterlife is just a pack of 
lies for White and life is a futile joke. 
The only thing to do about it, she ar-
gues, is to end it all. 

These are big issues. Life and 
death. As their discussion becomes 
deeper and more philosophical, 
there is a power shift and Black re-
alizes she is outclassed. She simply 
doesn’t have the vocabulary or skill 
to debate her atheistic opponent. At 
one point, she implores God, “Lord, 
if you wanted me to help her, why’d 
you give her all them big words?” A 
good question. This kind of soph-
istry between two people of such 
disparate educational and socio-eco-
nomic levels isn’t a fair fight. 

Shanley’s role of Black is persistent-

ly persuasive, much like a seduction. 
She is the vociferous bible saleswom-
an, the one upholding the power of 
life, and she performs brilliantly. Her 
range in the piece vacillates from a 
strong to a weak position when, in 
a meltdown, she almost reaches the 
point of losing faith. Moore’s inter-
pretation of her character, the de-
pressed Ms. Black, is also excellent, 
and consistent throughout; her faith 
in her own arguments remaining 
strong. If anything, she redoubles her 
denial of the hereafter and its author 
as she reinforces the power of dark-
ness. The role is a steady one, never 
wavering. And she makes it clear as 
she is finally allowed to leave that 
nothing is going to change her views. 

The whole piece is compelling, 
and the language powerful and in-
tense. Both Moore and Shanley play 

off each other like well-matched ten-
nis players, keeping us engaged until 
the very end. 

Yes, it is a difficult play, about a 
difficult decision. Thought-provok-
ing, and beautifully executed. 

The Sunset Limited will run 
through June 20. For tickets to The 
Sunset Limited, call 302 540-6102.

The play marks the beginning of 
the Key West Summer Stage that 
takes place from June 3 through 26. 
For the full schedule, which includes 
productions from Theatre XP, The 
Red Barn, the Waterfront Playhouse, 
and the Studios of Key West, Go to 
keywestsummerstage.com or call 
302 540-6102. n

(Joanna Brady is a local writer, au-
thor of the historical Key West novel, 
The Woman at the Light, published by 
St. Martin’s Press)
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Key West Weddings  
and Renewals

Packages starting at $250.
Ask about our Bachelorette Spa-rties!

(305) 293-WEDO (9336) 
www.keywestweddingsandrenewals.com

David Brooks, Ordained Minister

Spec ia l i ze  in  Beach  Weddings

interested and are being shut out be-
cause the job is only open to one ap-
plicant.”

“What message are you sending to 
all of the other possibly qualified staff 
candidates,” said Day.

Several speakers pointed to past 
unsuccessful city managers hired 
from outside Key West, including 
Bob Vitas, who was fired one year 

into his tenure, forcing the city to 
pay him $120,000 as the remainder 
of his contract salary. No one who 
hasn’t been raised in Key West or 
lived here for many years can under-
stand the “unique character” of the 
city, the speakers said. And residents 
won’t be likely to trust a city manager 
from out of town “for a long time,” 
said Yaniz. n

Veliz hired...
 X Continued from page 5

Cormac McCarthy’s...
 X Continued from page 23 Brad Martin 

Premiers at 
the Hog’s 
Breath 
Saloon
Brad Martin is an American country 

music artist who will premiere at 
the Hog’s Breath Saloon June 10 – 16, 
4:30 – 8:30 pm. He made his debut on 
the American country music scene in 
2002 with the release of his debut album 
Wings of a Honky-Tonk Angel, which 
produced the number 15 single “Before 
I Knew Better”. n
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to o�er. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

CASA MARINA MULTI-FAMILY
RENTAL INCOME GENERATING POWERHOUSE!

A legal-duplex, currently con�g-
ured as a 3-unit income proper-
ty, this 3400SF + residence, 
located on a 7000 SF + corner 
lot in the Casa Marina area, 
currently a�ords Gross Annual 
Rental Income of nearly $80k, 
with an opportunity of increas-
ing that to $95k with conversion 
of the one, owner-subsidized 
unit to ‘market’ pricing.
• Two 3BR/1BA units, One Lg. 

1BR/1BA unit – all with updat-
ed kitchens and baths, sepa-
rate laundry facilities, covered 
and open outdoor spaces, 
4-car o�-street parking, tropi-
cal landscaping.

• Close to White St. Pier, KW 
Dog Park, Higgs Beach, and 
the White St. Arts District.

For showings, please contact  Jimmy at 401-439-7021
or via email at jimmy.d.olson@gmail.com

Jimmy D. Olson REALTOR
Cell: (401) 439-7021

jimmy.d.olson@gmail.com
201 Front Street, Suite 101 Key West, FL 33040

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

1203 JOHNSON STREET, 
KEY WEST, FL  $1,499,000

Comedy Key West at BottleCap
Comedy Key West presents profes-

sional standup comedians, Saman-
tha Ruddy, and Mike Stanley. They 
perform after talented local comics 
warm up the stage at The BottleCap.  

Samantha Ruddy performs on 
Thursday and Friday, June 6th and 7th. 
Samantha has performed stand-up on 
The Late Show with Stephen Colbert, 
headlined Carolines on Broadway, 
and appeared in videos for Comedy 
Central--all before her 27th birthday! 
She has also performed at the New 
York Comedy Festival, San Francisco 
Sketchfest, and High Plains Comedy 
Festival. Brooklyn Magazine called her 
one of Brooklyn’s 50 Funniest People, 
BUST says she’s a comic “you should 
be obsessed with,” and Vulture recent-
ly featured her for “Follow Friday.” Sa-

mantha is a skilled joke writer and her 
comedy is clever, disarming, and sly.

Mike Stanley performs on Thurs-
day and Friday, June 13th and 14th. 
Originally from Motown, and after 
spending a decade honing his craft in 
Chicago, Mike now tours constantly. 
He was named “Best Chicago Stand-

up Comedian” in a People’s Choice 
poll and “Best Detroit Comedian” by 
HOUR Magazine. He has appeared 
in The Just For Laughs Comedy Fes-
tival, The Adam Corolla Show and 
Funny or Die’s Odd Ball Comedy 
Fest. Mike has performed with many 
great comedians including Jerry Sein-

feld, Robin Williams, Al Madrigal, 
Jim Gaffigan, Bill Burr, Dave Attell, 
Doug Stanhope, Larry Miller, Andy 
Kindler, Artie Lange, Christopher Ti-
tus, and many more.

Comedy Key West also hosts a 
weekly Wednesday Madhouse Show; 
a fun, local’s showcase that’s different 
each week! Enjoy open mic, standup, 
sketch comedy, games & more. If in-
terested in testing your comedy skills 
during this relaxed open mic night, 
contact Joe at Comedy Key West.

Doors open at 7:30 PM and Show-
time is at 8:30. There is a 2-drink 
minimum in the showroom. For more 
information about the comedians and 
to purchase tickets visit www.come-
dykeywest.com. Bottlecap is located at 
1128 Simonton Street in Key West. n

Mike StanleySamantha Ruddy
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR

Are you in the market for a 
luxurious, impeccably re-

modeled and roomy home in Paradise 
that still retains the fetching elegance 
and Old World charm of early 20th 
Century Key West construction?

Then the gorgeous Conch-style 
home at 1119 Whitehead St. could be 
just what you’re looking for!

They don’t build houses like this one 
anymore – and never furnished them 
this nicely when they did.

This fantastic three-bedroom, two-
bath wood-frame doll house in the 
heart of Old Town offers the best of 
both these desirable worlds, the result 
of a two-year renovation project.

Constructed in 1923 this bright 
and airy L-shaped residence offers 
1,800 square feet o;f living space on 
a nearly 3,700 square-foot lot, with 
an inverted wraparound porch, and a 
bricked courtyard with high end pa-
tio furniture, and off-street parking 
space. Plans are even available for a 
cocktail-sized swimming pool, for that 
crowning touch to the private and 
lushly-landscaped yard. A high-quali-
ty metal roof provides both protection 
from the elements, and another stylish 
element of quality Key West design.

Inside, the spacious living and din-
ing room area is all class, with vault-
ed ceilings and exposed wood beams. 
The gourmet kitchen is a chef ’s dream! 
Stylish brushed marble and quartz 
countertops, built-in storage, and state-

of-the-art commercial grade stainless 
steel appliances and copper and bronze 

fixtures offer plenty of possibilities to 
create that perfect multi-course dinner 

party feast, or intimate meal for two 
with that special someone. Guests will 
marvel at the propane gas and electric 
stove, as they sip Champagne at the 
custom kitchen island, with strategical-
ly located recessed and hanging lights.

The rest of the house is equally im-
pressive, with magnificent white oak 
flooring, exposed Dade County pine 
and cypress walls and ceilings, custom 
tiling, and large impact-resistant glass 
windows throughout. Naturally there 
is an abundance of unique furniture 
and artwork, much of which is avail-
able for purchase from the owners

Visitors will marvel at the size of the 
master bedroom suite, with its cathe-
dral ceilings and extra storage space. 
An ensuite bathroom features brand 
new fixtures and beautiful shower for 
two, as well as an unusual stand-alone, 
claw-foot copper soaking tub.

Two additional guest bedrooms are not 
much smaller than the master and also 
contain the warm accents so prevalent in 
the rest of the home. One of these also of-
fers a vaulted ceiling with easy access to 
the additional attic storage space. The sec-
ond bathroom is also breathtaking.

Each room of this residence will 
always be at the perfect temperature, 
thanks to the new central air-condi-
tioning five mini-splits.

The unassuming exterior of the 
home has been freshly painted with Key 
West-appropriate colors. The lucky new 
owners may never want to leave, but 
will nonetheless find themselves mere 
blocks from the finest dining and enter-
tainment establishments on the island.

Historic charm and a righteous restoration on a 
lovely Old Town Key West lot

This freshly remodeled home offers 1,800 square feet of living space on 
a good-sized Old Town lot, with rare off-street parking. Photo contributed

A cathedral ceiling and plenty of wood accents give this guest bedroom 
authentic Key West flavor. Photo contributed
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The second guest bedroom also has charm to spare, as well as access 
to the attic storage space. Photo contributed

The living room area is a great place to relax or entertain. Photo contributed

You’ll fall in love with the roomy master bedroom 
suite! Photo contributed

This copper soaking tub and shower for two are 
highlights of the master bedroom’s ensuite bath-
room. Photo contributed

A spacious and well-equipped gourmet kitchen includes top-of-the-line 
stainless steel appliances and numerous other features. Photo contributed
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Contact us to view our New Listings!

611 Grinnell St. #4
Old Town • 2BD/1BA 

Pool + Location = Ideal! 
$675,000

1324 Seminary St. A 
Mid-Town West • 2BD/1BA

Large Tropical Garden
$519,000

1119 Whitehead St. • $1,495,000
Old Town • 3/2 • A Total Coastal Renovation
Just Sold!  105 Key Haven Road • $800,000 

1

See Map

2

See Map

7
See Map

6
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Great care has been taken to trans-
form this sturdy and charming piece of 
Key West history into a minor palace that 
would elicit envious stares from even the 
most jaded Manhattanite. Why not set 
up a showing and make this showpiece 
YOUR Key West dream home today!

This fine property is being offered for 

just $1,495,000. For more information, 
or to set up a showing, call listing agents 
Jenna Blackwell (305-393-6573) or 
Derek Epperly (305-923-4833,) both 
of Berkshire Hathaway Knight & 
Gardner Realty, or email them at Der-
ekAndJenna@KeysRealestate.com.

keysscribe@aol.com

An inverted wraparound porch, and bricked courtyard offer plenty 
of outdoor space in the shade or sun. Plans are available to build a 
swimming pool. Photo contributed
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

2

5  

6

7  

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 165 Cutlass Lane, Cudjoe Key ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750

2 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 1BR/1BA Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

3 808 Shavers Lane 2BR/1BA
Jon Seibert, Century 21 Island Life

Janine Seibert, Century 21 Island Life

305-433-0552

305-433-1911

4 109 Front Street #214, Key West 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

5 1126 Olivia Street #421, Key West 3BR/2.5BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

6 611 Grinnell St. #4 Old Town 2BD/1BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

7 1324 Seminary St. A Mid-Town West 2BD/1BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

8
Cudjoe Key

1

3

4
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 15/05/19  $549,000  $523,000 14 Golf Club Dr 1996 Single Fam 3 No 4

Century 21 Island Life Coastal Collection Real Estate 15/05/19  $619,000  $615,000 22 Whistling Duck Ln 1996 Townhouse 3 No 4

Coastal Collection Real Estate Bascom Grooms Real Estate 15/05/19  $499,000  $485,000 13 Whistling Duck Ln 1995 Townhouse 3 No 4

Key West Luxury Real Estate Key West Luxury Real Estate 17/05/19  $75,000  $60,000 1445 1445 Roosevelt Blvd, 
B5-20 1997 Boat Slip 0 Yes 4

Keller Williams KW Compass Ocean Sotheby's International 20/05/19  $599,000  $560,000 2505 Seidenberg Ave 1943 Single Fam 3 No 3

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 22/05/19  $1,375,000  $1,335,000 3615 Eagle Ave 1958 Single Fam 4 No 3

Coastal Collection Keller Williams KW Compass 14/05/19  $999,000  $920,000 1402 Pine St 1929 Duplex 3 No 2

Realty Executives Key West Realty Executives Key West 15/05/19  $399,000  $387,500 1401 Newton St, #2 1933 Condo 1 No 2

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 17/05/19  $779,000  $749,000 1306 Newton St 1989 Single Fam 2 No 2

Keller Williams KW Compass Century 21 Island Life 17/05/19  $625,000  $580,000 1609 Catherine St 1953 Single Fam 3 No 2

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 21/05/19  $399,000  $399,000 1320 Virginia St 1948 Single Fam 2 No 2

Century 21 All Keys Century 21 All Keys 22/05/19  $1,079,000  $983,500 1800 Atlantic Blvd, #238C 1984 Condo 2 Yes 2

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 16/05/19  $899,000  $856,667 203 Southard St, #1 1995 Townhouse 2 No 1

Sellstate Island Properties Sellstate Island Properties 17/05/19  $614,900  $597,000 909 Southard St 1928 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Last Key Realty 20/05/19  $1,925,000  $1,732,000 317 Angela St 2018 Single Fam 5 No 1

Coldwell Banker Schmitt BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 21/05/19  $979,000  $940,000 606 Truman Ave, #7 1988 Townhouse 2 No 1

Truman & Co. Theo Glorie, Inc 21/05/19  $715,000  $715,000 1121 Packer St 1923 Single Fam 2 No 1

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of May 15th, 2019 to May 22nd, 2019



624 Whitehead Street in Old Town • 305-499-9100 • DivineKeyWest.com
Walk-Ins Welcome • Open Mon - Sat: 10am to 5pm • Sundays by appointment

• SERVICES: Hydrafacials, Body Contouring, IPL &
Laser Hair Removal, IV-Nutritional Therapies
• DIVINE MASSAGES: Deep Tissue, Couples,

Classic Swedish • DIVINE PACKAGES: Wedding Glow,
Bachelorette Party Special and Soothing Express Treatments

Everyone is happier
and more confident
when you can look

and feel your
best... and that
is what drives

us at DIVINE
MEDICAL

SPA!

Join Us for Our GRAND OPENING
Friday, June 14th at 6:30pm

Raffles for: 2 HydraFacial Treatments,
Velashape Treatment & Sublime Skin Tightening Treatment

• HydraFacial Demonstration •
Sign up for Treatments at our Grand Opening and GET 25% OFF


