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Who Should Select Whom?
BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

Should voters choose the poli-
ticians who represent them, as 

the Constitution requires; or should 
the politicians choose the voters 
they want by gerrymandering, as is 
happening in many states?

“Gerrymandering” is manipu-
lating the geographic boundaries 
of electoral districts in a way that 
favors one party over the other.  
This practice is universally con-
demned as unjust, harmful to our 
democracy and it violates the spir-
it of the Constitution. Inexplica-
bly, gerrymandering is not illegal.  
The Supreme Court has, once 

again, failed because the conser-
vative (Republican appointed) 
majority refused to set standards 
and make it illegal to rig elections 
this way - even though the Chief 
Justice acknowledged gerryman-
dering was unjust.

Both Democratic and Republi-
can politicians now have access to 
voter data, sophisticated mapping 
programs and precise tools to rig 
elections in their favor by draw-
ing strange shaped districts. This 
means that in a state or district 
that’s divided 60/40 between the 
two parties, when the minority 
party is in control (holding the 
legislature and or the Governor’s 

mansion) it can give themselves a 
long term electoral advantage over 
the 60% majority party. Votes 
don’t count. In Maryland, the 
Democrats are guilty of flagrant 
gerrymandering; In N.C., Wisc., 
Michigan, Ohio, Pa., Arkansas, 
Texas, Va. and others, Republi-
cans are the accused.

Due to the SC’s failure, only a 
Congress and White House con-
trolled by Democrats will create 
a non-politician, non-partisan 
commission that could establish 
standards, oversight and criminal 
accountability to close this gaping 
wound in our system.

Happy 4th of July! n

At Blue Heav-
en, on Sat-

urday July 13th 
@ 6:30 pm, the 
CRZBs Consort 
trio will provide 
the tropical jazz 
& fusion music background sounds for dinner at 
this famed Keys emporium. Chris Burchard is on 
synth guitar, Gary Rivenson plays a 60’s classic 
Fender Bass, & skippo on his Craviotta drums. 
Call 296-8666 for more info. n

CRZBs Consort 
trio on July 
13th
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Dissatisfied with 
the “generic” na-

ture of $39,400 worth 
of artwork slated to be 
installed in the new-
ly-renovated Frederick 

Douglass Gym on Olivia Street, some 
residents are asking that the art pur-
chase be delayed in order to incorporate 
more of the history of Bahama Village.

John Wilson Smith, president of 
the Frederick Douglass Black Educa-
tors Memorial Project, emphasized 
that he thinks the two art installations 
selected for purchase by the Key West 
Art in Public Places board (AIPP) are 
“beautiful.” However, the two proposed 
installations – one made of mosaic art 
glass rectangles and the other a series of 
painted hardwood panels representing a 

“Junkanoo Fantasy” – are aimed more 
at tourists than the residents of Bahama 
Village, Wilson Smith said. The Black 
Educators Memorial Project committee 
is requesting that art representing spe-
cific examples of the history surround-
ing the former Frederick Douglass 
School and the teachers who taught in 
the all-black facility be included.

“These [Douglass Gym] walls are 
sacred. And they should honor the an-
cestors, the Frederick Douglass black 
educators, Douglass School and the 
community for future generations and 
the city of Key West,” Wilson Smith 
said. “Soon, the Conchs and the indig-
enous people, when they return to Key 
West, the only place we’ll be able to 
find our history is the cemetery.”

The Douglass Gym on the corner 
of Emma and Oliva streets has been 
recently renovated into a recreation 
and community center, with a gym, 

locker rooms and a community class-
room. But its history goes back almost 
150 years. The first Frederick Douglass 
School, named after one of America’s 
most famous African-American orators 
and abolitionist of the 1800s, opened 
in 1870. Since the Monroe County 
School System was segregated at the 
time, the Douglass School was for Afri-
can students taught exclusively by black 
teachers. The school moved twice as 
enrollment increased but was closed in 
1965 when the county school system fi-
nally integrated. The building was used 
briefly as a community college and then 
became the Glynn Archer Junior High 
School. In its last chapter, it became 
the Douglass Elementary School from 
1970 to 1977, when it closed for good.

The AIPP board was instructed to 
issue a request for proposals in Febru-
ary for artwork to adorn the walls of 
the new community center and select-

ed two of the 13 proposals that were 
submitted. One, from McMow Glass 
in Lake Worth, Fla., is a $25,00 in-
stallation consisting of three mosaic 
glass “vignettes” portraying Douglass 
himself, one representing the power of 
knowledge and a third of a tiger, which 
was the mascot of the original Freder-
ick Douglass High School.

The second installation, costing 
$14,400, was designed by local artist 
JH Allen and consists of 20 painted 
wood panels that would be attached 
to the ceiling trusses in the gym. The 
theme represents the Junkanoo, a vi-
brant street festival that originated in 
the Caribbean and which is celebrated 
in Key West each year during the Ba-
hama Village Goombay Festival.

Key West City Commissioners were 
sympathetic to Wilson Smith’s request. 

K E Y  N E W S

New Douglass Gym artwork draws complaints 

• COHIBA  •  ROMEO Y JULIETA  •  MONTECRISTO
•  ROCKY PATEL  •  ARTURO FUENTE

~ All Brand Name Cigars ~
Hookas, Hookah Tobaccos, & Tobacco Accessories

HAND-ROLLED CUBAN LEAF CIGARS

POINT BREAK
CIGAR FACTORY

3 LOCATIONS: 
600 Duval  •  921 Duval  •  403 Greene

305.295.6110
PointBreakCigars.com

 X Continued on page 4
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Commissioner Sam Kaufman 
said Wilson Smith “makes some 
good points” and asked if there 
was enough space in the new 
recreation center for additional, 
more Bahama Village history-spe-
cific art. Commissioner Clayton 
Lopez, who represents the Baha-
ma Village district, said he has 
“absolutely no problem” with the 
two selected art installations but 
that they didn’t go far enough to 
represent the neighborhood’s his-

tory. He suggested that “on very 
sacred walls…. we place art repre-
senting those people, those activ-
ities, those events that have taken 
place, that have laid the ground-
work for what Bahama Village is 
as we know it today.”

Wilson Smith said he had 
spoken to one city official who 
said there may be money sepa-
rate from the AIPP public art 
fund that could be used to add 
artwork to the Douglass Gym. 
Commissioners then voted 
unanimously to purchase the 
two recommended installations 

but to also ask the AIPP board 
and the Bahama Village Rede-
velopment Advisory Commit-
tee to work together on adding 
more community-specific art to 
the community center.

“We have an opportunity to do 
Phase 2 down the road and actu-
ally recognize the black educators 
of Frederick Douglass School,” 
said Mayor Teri Johnston.

“Please help us preserve our 
history,” said Wilson Smith. 
“It’s about extraordinary, ordi-
nary people who made us who 
we are.” n
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F L O R I D A  K E Y S

Key West, July 3

Recent leg-
islation in 

Tallahassee has 
changed some 
procedures, but 

Key West’s tree ordinance is still 
in effect, protecting the city’s 
urban canopy. Removal or trim-
ming of most types of trees on 
the island is still subject to re-
view by the urban forester and 
the Tree Commission.

The statute that went into effect 
on July 1st provides a provision 
for residents to trim or remove 
trees that are a danger to people or 
property without a City permit, as 
long as they have documentation 
from an ISA certified arborist or 
a Florida landscape architect that 
the tree is, indeed, a danger.

Commercial and non-residen-
tial property owners must still 
obtain a city permit in accor-
dance with the City’s ordinance.

“The Tree Commission will 
continue reviewing permits for the 
trimming and removal of trees that 

are not deemed dangerous by an 
ISA certified arborist or a Florida 
licensed landscape architect with 
supporting documentation,” says 
Urban Forester Karen DeMaria.

“As always, we’re working 
closely with the community’s ar-
borists to help the community 
understand this new process,” 
she said. “Essentially, it will allow 
a resident to work with an ISA 
certified arborist or a Florida li-
censed landscape architect when 
a tree is deemed dangerous. For 
example, if a large tree’s structure 
is weakened by severe termite 
damage and is a threat to safety, 
dangerous to people or property 
as determined by an ISA certi-
fied arborist or a Florida licensed 
landscape architect, the resident 
can obtain the essential docu-
mentation and remove the tree 
without seeking a City permit.”

However, she and the Tree 
Commission strongly encourage 
residents in this situation to provide 
the documentation to the City.

“That way we have it in the 
property file,” said DeMaria. 

“It ensures that the resident 
won’t be suspected of a code vi-
olation. Trees removed without 
the required documentation or 
a permit from the Tree Com-
mission will be subject to en-
forcement proceedings.”  

For all other trimmings and 
removals, permits will continue 
to be reviewed by the Tree Com-
mission.

Key West’s tree ordinance is 
aimed at protecting certain spe-
cies of trees and ensuring that the 
canopy continues to shade future 
generations of residents. Under 
the ordinance, property owners 
must obtain permits to trim or 
remove certain types and sizes of 
trees, and may be required to re-
place the tree with a viable alter-
native. The permits come at no 
cost to the property owner.

Under the new law, residents 
must be sure, if faced with a tree 
that is deemed dangerous, that 
the arborist is ISA certified or the 
landscape architect is licensed in 
Florida and has an occupational li-
cense from the City of Key West. n

State Law Affects Local Tree 
Ordinance

New Douglass...
 X Continued from page 3
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Key West Softball State Champs
BY EMILY BRACHER 

Two of the four Key West Girls 
Softball League travel teams came 

home with a state title after a long 
weekend of games in Fort Myers. 
From June 28-30, these young athletes 
put everything they had onto the field 
and it paid off. Over the course of the 
weekend, the 8u team went 5-0 and 
the 14u team went 6-1, all leading to 
their eventual victory. 

Head coach of 8u, Raymond 
Vasquez, has been coaching softball for 
four years. Their ultimate goal was to 
use all of their other tournament expe-
riences to build them into the champi-
onship worth team they became. “We 
all had to work together to accomplish 

these goals as a team and a Key West 
Lady Conchs family,” Vasquez ex-

plains. Along with a stacked team of 
players, a large coaching staff helped 
develop these girls playing skills. 

Charley Bracher, 8, and the team’s 
catcher, experienced her first travel 
season this summer. When asked what 
her favorite part about being on a trav-
el team, she elaborates, “That you can 
experience different spots on the field.” 

The other winning team, the 14u 
squad, had high hopes from the begin-
ning. The first two days of the tour-
nament, they started at the top. They 
overpowered the teams they faced, not 
letting any runs in for those first five 
games. Head coach, Shawn Smith, has 
been coaching softball for almost 10 

8u team and coaching staff show 
off the #1 after winning the cham-
pionship game. Coaches (left to 
right), Karl Malsheimer, Eric Brown, 
Raymond Vasquez, Sherman Ham-
lin, Cody Dickerson, Jason Garcia, 
Missy Bracher, and Christina Pel-
licer. Players (left to right), Chloe 
Kongos, Gabby Pichardo, Eveline 
Zanetti, Aaliyah McLeod, Liana 
Brown, Jaelyn Estevez, Carlie Ham-
lin, Lucy Katz, Arianna Garcia, Char-
lie Bracher, Kaleaya Dickerson, and 
Summer Bailey all show faces of joy 
after their accomplishment.

The 14u girls hug each other before 
one of their games on Saturday. 
(Top) Ty Marie Cervantes, Madeline 
Perusse, Sophia Wardlow, Caroline 
Smith, Scarlet Niles, Isabelle Fran-
co, Montunique Van Staden, (bottom) 
Emily Bracher, Trecia Whetstone, 
Cheyenne Carr, and Ku’uleilani Haia 
all smile with the love they have for 
each other. 

 X Continued on page 6
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K N O W  Y O U R  R I G H T S

Can I be arrested for texting while driving?
BY BARRY E KRISCHER

While it may be hard to believe 
based on current behaviors the 

Florida Legislature in 2014 created 
the “Florida Ban on Texting While 
Driving Law.”  See, 316.305, F.S. 
This law created a secondary traffic 
infraction for any person who manu-
ally enters letters, numbers, or other 
symbols into a wireless communica-
tion device while operating a motor 
vehicle. As a secondary offense a mo-
torist could not be cited for violat-
ing this law unless the motorist was 
being stopped or detained for a dif-
ferent violation.  However, this year 
the Florida Legislature has updated 
the law and as of July 1, 2019, any 
violation of the Florida Texting law 
will be considered a primary offense. 
What that means is an officer will 
be allowed to detain a motorist and 
issue a traffic citation solely for “tex-
ting while driving.” 

Section 316.306, F.S., prohibits us-
ing a wireless communications device 
in a handheld manner in a designated 
school crossing, school zone or active 
work zone area. 

This second part of the law goes 
into effect on October 1, 2019. Af-
ter that date a motorist can be pulled 
over and issued a warning for using 
wireless communications devices in a 
handheld manner in school and work 
zones. Starting January 1, 2020, mo-
torists will be issued a citation for not 

using a wireless communications de-
vice in a hands-free manner in school 
and work zones.

These statutes makes clear that a 
wireless communications device is 
any device capable of being used in a 
handheld manner, that is designed or 
intended to receive or transmit text 
or character-based messages, access or 
store data, or connect to the Internet 
or any communication service and 
that allows text communications. This 
includes a cell phone, tablet, laptop, 
two-way messaging device, including 
an electronic game that can be used in 
a handheld manner.

Penalties for texting and driving 
are set out in section 316.305. A first 
offense is considered a non-moving 
traffic violation with a base $30 fine, 
not including additional court costs 
or other fees, and no points assessed 
against the driver license. A second 
offense within five years is a moving 
traffic violation, with a base $60 fine, 
not including court costs and other 
fees, and 3 points assessed against 
the driver license. For using a hand-
held device in a school zone and work 
zone, the penalty is a moving traffic 
violation, with a base $60 fine, not 
including court costs and other fees, 
and 3 points assessed against the driv-
er license.

The statute does provide for some 
exceptions. The law does not apply to 
vehicles that are stationary. Thus, tex-
ting while at a red light or stop sign is 

exempt. However, if a driver remains 
stopped when the light turns green the 
driver could be cited for impeding the 
flow of traffic if they are required to be 
in motion and are distracted by their 
phone. Other exceptions apply to a 
driver who is:
• Performing official duties, such as 

operating an emergency vehicle 
(i.e., law enforcement, fire ser-
vice professionals, and emergency 
medical service providers).

• Reporting an emergency, a crime 
or other suspicious activity to law 
enforcement.

• Receiving messages that are:
 a. related to the operation and/or 

navigation of the motor vehicle; b. 
safety-related information (emer-
gency, traffic, and weather alerts); 
c. data used primarily by the mo-
tor vehicle; or d. radio broadcasts.

• Using the device in a way that does 
not require manual entry of char-
acters, except to initiate a function 
or feature.

And the important exception ap-
plies to a driver who is using the device 
in a hands-free manner for navigation 
purposes. The law does allow any driv-
er to utilize their phone or other devic-
es to track GPS directions.

A law enforcement officer who 
stops a motor vehicle for a violation 
of the texting ban must inform the 
driver of his or her right to decline a 
search of his or her wireless commu-
nications device and the officer may 
not: 1. Access the wireless communi-

cations device without a warrant; 2. 
Confiscate the wireless communica-
tions device while awaiting issuance 
of a warrant to access such device; 
and, 3. 

Obtain consent from the mo-
tor vehicle operator to search his or 
her wireless communications device 
through coercion or other improper 
method. The law is clear that consent 
to search a driver’s wireless communi-
cations device must be voluntary and 
unequivocal.

Interestingly, while the law is in-
tended to eliminate distracted driv-
ing there is no law prohibiting eating, 
drinking, shaving, or putting on make-
up while driving. Constantly checking 
on an infant in a car seat or a dog in 
the backseat is equally distracting and 
there is no law in Florida that would 
allow an officer to ticket a driver for 
doing those activities.

While the new law is effective July 
1, troopers and officers will be issuing 
warning citations until Jan. 1, 2020, as 
a grace period. So, the answer to the 
opening question is “yes.”

Editor’s Note: Barry Krischer has 
been a criminal law practitioner for 48 
years. He served as State Attorney in 
Palm Beach County from 1992 - 2008. 
He currently volunteers at the Palm 
Beach County Sheriff’s Office, Legal 
Affairs Unit, and regularly provides 
in-service training to law enforcement 
officers. He can be reached at Krischer-
Law@outlook.com. n

years. “With the experience and ath-
leticism of this team, I had very high 
expectations and I encouraged them to 
have the same,” Smith states. 

On Sunday, the final day of the 

games, they only had to win one game 
to win it all. If they lost, they would 
have to win the next game to take 
home first. That is exactly what they 
did. After losing the first game on Sun-
day, they walked into the second game 
with the mindset of winning, and win-
ning only. “The truest test of character 

of a team and individual players is not 
how they handle success, but how they 
handle adversity,”Smith explains. 

One of the four high school players 
on the team, Cheyenne Carr, has been 
playing softball for six years. “What I 
valued most about this team was that 
everyone was a leader, it wasn’t just 

one person being the ‘team captain’,” 
she explains. As these girls get older, 
they see the competition increase, but 
also strengthen the bonds they have 
with their teammates around them. 
“My teammates were like sisters to me 
and you don’t get that feeling with ev-
ery team,” Cheyenne states. n

Key West Softball...
 X Continued from page 4
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Key West, July 2

Key West Police Chief Sean 
Brandenburg accepted reac-

creditation from the Commission 
for Florida Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation last week in Orlando. 
The commission approved recom-
mendations to renew accreditation 
made by assessors in April.

“I want to congratulate the entire 
department for having attained re-
accreditation,” Chief Brandenburg 
wrote in a message sent to the entire 
department. “This prestigious des-
ignation reflects the dedication and 
professionalism with which your 
serve on a daily basis.

“This award is recognition of 

this department’s commitment to 
providing the highest level of law 
enforcement service to our com-
munity and our visitors,” contin-
ued Brandenburg. “I am proud and 
honored to lead the professional 
men and women of the Key West 
Police Department who embody 
our core values of respect, integrity, 
fairness and service.”

Chief Brandenburg gave partic-
ular accolades to Officer Jason Cas-
tillo and Accreditation Manager 
Linda Mack for their hard work on 
the entire accreditationprocess.

In April, a team of state asses-
sors spent three days scrutinizing 
all aspects of the department to 
ensure it meets the highest level 

of best practices standards for the 
state. Accreditation sets a high lev-
el of professionalism in a law en-
forcement agency. It’s a voluntary 
process that allows the department 
to constantly measure itself based 
upon standards set by its peers 
across the state. The assessments 
are conducted every three years, but 
the process itself is a daily practice 
in every officer’s career. It allows 
each to remain familiar with the 
department’s policies and ensures 
the most professional department 
possible. Accreditation ensures to 
the community a knowledgeable 
police department that provides 
the very best service possible to the 
community. n

KWPD Earns Reaccreditation

Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels, President 
of the Commission for Florida Law Enforce-
ment Accreditation, Key West Police Chief 
Sean Brandenburg, Accreditation Manager 
Linda Mack, Sgt. Jason Castillo, Capt. Randy 
Smith, and Lori Mizell, the Commission’s Ex-
ecutive Director.
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Zonta Club of Key West hosts 38th Annual 
Installation and Awards Banquet
Zonta Club of Key West installed 

this year’s board members and 
recognized distinguished individuals 
at its 38th Anniversary Celebration at 
the Key West Yacht Club on June 18.

Congratulations to all those who 
were recognized, including:

Zontian of the Year: Mechelle 
Burgohy
Mechelle Burgohy served as Zon-
ta Club of Key West’s President for 
two terms. She spent countless hours 
planning and facilitating numerous 
meetings and fundraisers, and made 
tremendous strides to help Lower Keys 
women through the club’s health care 
and scholarship services.  She is also 
recognized for her unwavering dedica-
tion to all club members, helping them 
overcome personal obstacles and keep-
ing the club fun and productive. 

Non-Zontian Woman of the 
Year: Capt. Andrea Thompson 

Captain Andrea Thompson is recog-
nized as this year’s Non-Zontian Wom-
an of the Year for her dedication and 

community service toward Monroe 
County residents. She serves as Pres-
ident of two not-for-profit organiza-

tions, Monroe County Firefighters Be-
nevolent Association and Florida Keys 
Drowning Prevention Task Force.

Martina Thurmond Scholarship 
Winners: Doina Racu and Anastasia 
Ledovskya, who are both pursuing a 
career change and are studying to fulfill 
the requirements to become registered 
nurses.  They are currently studying at 
Florida Keys Community College.

The 2019-2020 Club Officers 
are:
• Bonnie Helms (President)
• Alison Kerr (President-Elect)
• Mechelle Burgohy (Vice President)
• Priscilla Bennett (Secretary)
• Nicole Belles (Treasurer)
• Molly Ersay (Centurion)
• Jerilyn Barack (Board Member)
• Marilyn Douthett (Board Member)
• Barbara Avila (Board Member)
• Pamela Lindner (Board Member)

To learn more about Zonta Club 
of Key West, visit www.zontakeywest.
com. n

Front Row: Shirley Freeman, Bonnie Helms, Barbara Avila, Mechelle Bur-
gohy. Back Row: Cyndi Chatman, Sarah Evans, Judy Schultz, Alison Kerr, 
Caryn Quinn, Pamela Lindner, Priscilla Bennett, Marilyn Douthett, Nicole 
Belles, and Wendy Holifield.

Key West Sunrise Rotary installs president, board
Jeremy Wilkerson will 

serve as president of the 
Key West Sunrise Rotary 
Club for 2019-20. Board 
members include Warren 
Leamard, president elect/sec-
retary; George Wallace, im-
mediate past president; Da-
vid Geller, treasurer; George 
Lindner, parliamentarian; 
Greg Barnes, club admin-
istrator; Matt Babich, ser-
geant-at-arms; Frank Wood; 
membership chair; David 
Clay, attendance; Brian Doe, 
Rotary Foundation; Scott 
Russell, community service, 

Kirby Chambers, grants and 
scholarships; Marty Hirsch, 
programs; Gena Parsons, 
publicity; and Sue Fowler, as-
sistant sergeant-at-arms.

The Key West Sunrise Rota-
ry Club in the Conch Repub-
lic, established in 1988 as the 
first Rotary Club in Key West 
to admit women, provides 
community service, supports 
charities and funds college 
scholarships through events 
including BrewFest and a golf 
tournament. The club meets 
on Fridays at 7 a.m. at the 
Marriott Beachside Hotel. n

Sunrise Rotary Board 
2019-20 (seated) Brian Doe, 
Rotary Foundation; Jeremy 
Wilkerson, president; Kirby 
Chambers, grants and 
scholarships; (standing) 
Gena Parsons, publicity; 
Warren Leamard, presi-
dent elect/secretary; Frank 
Wood, membership; Greg 
Barnes, club administra-
tion; Sue Fowler, assistant 
sergeant-at-arms; George 
Lindner, parliamentarian; 
Marty Hirsch, programs; 
David Clay, attendance; 
David Geller, treasurer; 
George Wallace, imme-
diate past president. Not 
pictured: Matt Babich, 
sergeant-at-arms; Scott 
Russell, community ser-
vice. (Credit: Tim Dahms)
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• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!

Kids Can Beam Up for Key West Art & Historical 
Society’s Sci-Fi ArtCamp!
Key West, July 3

Registration is now open for 
Key West Art & Historical 

Society’s Sci-Fi ArtCamp!, hap-
pening at Fort East Martello from 
9:00am-4:00pm, July 15-19.  Led 
by instructors Crystal Smith, Kev-
in Lisinski, and Daisy Connolly,  
campers aged 6-12 will have fun us-
ing black light painting techniques 
to learn about the solar system and 
also design UFOs and apply their 
knowledge of the planets and con-
stellations to determine how best to 
travel through space and time. 

ArtCamp! is $200 per session 
for Society members and $225 for 
nonmembers. Other upcoming 
sessions include:  Wreckers Camp 
(July 22-26), Mario Sanchez 
Camp (July 29-August 2), and 
Adventure Camp (August 5-9).  
Included are all supplies and light 
snacks. Detailed descriptions of 
ArtCamp! sessions along with 
registration information can be 
found at kwahs.org/events. Reg-
istration fills quickly.  Sign up 
now to secure your child’s spot! 
Your museums. Your community. 
It takes an island. n
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Mayor Honored for Mall 
on Duval Initiative

The Florida Planning 
and Zoning Associ-

ation (FPZA) presented 
Key West Mayor Teri 
Johnston with its “Out-

standing Elected Official Award” for 
her continued efforts toward programs 
to rejuvenate and transform Duval 
Street, affordable housing, assisting 
the homeless, and creating a more us-
er-friendly City Hall. 

The FPZA stated that projects such 

as “Mall on Duval,” the pedestri-
an shopping and dining experience, 
“embody Mayor Johnston’s ability to 
strike a balance between tourism and 
the residents of Key West, bringing 
forward an opportunity for progress.” 

The FPZA held its Annual Awards 
Luncheon in Key West this year during 
which they also presented Mayor Emeritus 
Craig Cates and Bender & Associates, Ar-
chitects, with an award for “Outstanding 
Redevelopment of Key West City Hall.” n

Mayor Teri Johnston receives the award from Alexis Crespo, State Presi-
dent of the Florida Planning and Zoning Association

Atlanta’s Mike Veal Band at the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon

The Mike Veal, Atlanta’s favorite party guy 
brings its energy and excitementto the Hog’s 

Breath Saloon, 400 Front St., July 15 - 21, rock-
ing the late-night stage from 9 pm 1 am.

Veal and his band plays a hot combination of 
blues, rock, and funk. 

For more information, call 305-296-4222. n
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Everything on Sale Both Locatio
ns 2

0% - 7
5% Off

Florida Keys Democrats 
hosting “Mimosas and a 
Million Corals” on July 14th
Florida Keys, July 5

The Florida Keys Demo-
crats are hosting  their 

first Sunday Salon, “Mimo-
sas and a Million Corals” 
on Sunday, July 14th from  
3:00-5:00 PM at the Unity 
of the Keys Spiritual Cen-
ter, 1011 Virginia Street, 
Key West. 

Dr. Dave Vaughan, 
President of Plant a Mil-
lion Corals LLC, will 

provide guests with infor-
mation on the coral resto-
ration programs he direct-
ed, as well as his discovery 
of coral micro-fragmen-
tation, a process that al-
lows coral to re-grow in 
new plantings on the reef. 
Dr. Vaughan is now help-
ing scientists around the 
globe with this process, as 
a scalable tool for reef res-
toration. 

Space is limited.  Sug-

gested donation is $25 
and includes mimosas, 
beer, soda, light refresh-
ments, and questions/
conversations with our 
speaker. 

For reservations go to 
https : / /secure .actblue .
com/donate/mimosa2019 
or email chair@keysdems.
com. chair@keysdems.
com or go to https://se-
cure.actblue.com/donate/
honorshirley3. n

At the Little Room (821 Du-
val) on Monday, July 15th 

at 8pm, Larry Smith hosts his 
weekly Jazzjam, with skippo on 
drums. Jazzy singers & instru-
mentalists are all welcome to 
come play. And on Wednesday 
the 17th, at 8pm, Chris Burchard 
& Co. (with Gary Rivenson on 
bass, & skippo on drums ), take 
the Little Room stage with an 
instrumental trio blend of fu-

sion, great American Songbook, 
Metheney, & originals. n

Larry Smith hosts 
weekly Jazzjam 
on July 15th at the 
Little Room
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Greater Florida Consortium of School Boards
Key West, July 1

The Greater Florida Consortium 
of School Boards wishes to an-

nounce that School Board Member  
Andy Griffiths of Monroe County 
was recently elected President of the 
Consortium at their June  meeting 
of the Consortium in Tampa, Flor-
ida. Griffiths will lead Consortium 
business for the 2020 Legislative ses-
sion. Griffiths will host all 10 mem-
ber school districts in Key West on 
August 15-16 to meet and draft a 

legislative platform to guide the work 
of the Consortium in 2020. Grif-
fiths is the immediate past Chairman 
of the United Way of Florida and a 
past President of the Florida School 
Boards Association.

“It is critical for small school dis-
tricts like Monroe to partner with 
other districts with common inter-
ests to pursue legislative action that 
improves education for our students. 
With only one house member and one 
State Senator it is vital for us to be 
part of organizations like the Consor-

tium to stand with us on issues affect-
ing Monroe County Schools and all 
school districts that share our unique 
challenges”, Griffiths said after his ap-
pointment to his new position.

Outgoing president Debbie Haw-
ley from St. Lucie Public Schools 
said, “Mr. Griffiths brings a wealth 
of knowledge to the position and will 
continue the tradition of excellent 
leadership for the members of the 
Consortium, Congratulations Andy!”

For further information contact 
Tom Cerra at (305) 513-9995. n
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Commissioner Michelle Coldiron Earns Certified 
County Commissioner Designation
Orlando, July 1

The Florida Coun-
ties Foundation 

presented Monroe 
County Commis-
sioner Michelle 

Coldiron with the Certified County 
Commissioner designation following 
completion of a comprehensive study 
program. Coldiron received the desig-
nation during an awards ceremony held 
at the Florida Association of Counties 
Annual Conference in June.

“This was a great experience to 
learn more about all the different as-
pects of county government as well as 

to meet other elected county commis-
sioners throughout the State of Flori-
da,” said Coldiron.

County commissioners voluntary 
enroll in the program to enhance 
their skills relevant to their duties and 
responsibilities as an elected official. 
A total of 477 Florida commission-
ers have received the designation. In 
the County, she joins Commissioners 
David Rice and Heather Carruthers, 
who also have the designation, and 
Mayor Pro Tem Danny Kolhage, who 
has a Certified Constitutional Officer 
designation. 

“The program provides an overview 
into the intricacies of county govern-

ment where commissioners can learn 
a variety of valuable tools necessary to 
assist them in their public service ev-
ery day,” said Florida Counties Foun-
dation Executive Director, Eric Poole. 
“Those that choose to participate in 
the program display an exception-
al commitment to serving Florida’s 
counties.” 

Coldiron completed the course-
work covering ethics and Sunshine 
Law, county government roles, re-
sponsibilities, structure, and author-
ity, financial management, growth 
management, negotiation skills, eco-
nomic development, and effective 
communication. n

Eric Poole, Executive Director of the 
Florida Counties Foundation pres-
ents Monroe County Commissioner 
Michelle Coldiron with her Certified 
County Commissioner designation.
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 07/11
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos &  
Chris Case
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 07/12
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

CAYO RITMO BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 07/13
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

CAYO RITMO BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 07/14
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Monday 07/15
RAVEN COOPER
Noon—5:00 p.m.

BLACK & SKABUDDAH
6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 07/16
GARY HEMPSEY

noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR

6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 07/17
JEFF CLARK

NOON - 5PM

RAVEN COOPER

6:45 - MIDNIGHT

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 PM - 1AM

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 07/11
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 8:00pm

Friday 07/12
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 07/13
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 07/14
INNA VISION 7pm $ 
 
Saturday 07/15
TBA

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Saturday 07/16
Elmore’s Revenge 8pm

Saturday 07/17
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 8:00pm

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
thegreenroomkeywest.com
n

Thursday 07/11
Jason Lamson
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Nick Brownell
11:00pm - 3:00am

Friday 07/12
Sharese Nicole
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Zach Lovering
11:00pm - 3:00am

Saturday 07/13
Mike Naughton
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Chris Toler
11:00pm - 3:00am

Sunday 07/14
Shastina
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Zach Lovering
11:00pm - 3:00am

Monday 07/15
Tim Hollohan
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Drew Gunning
11:00pm - 3:00am

Tuesday 07/16
SHASTINA
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Chris Toler
11:00pm - 3:00am

Wednesday 07/17
TURNER HARRISON
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Zach Lovering
11:00pm - 3:00am

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  
(305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com
n
Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—
doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  
FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 07/11
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 
Butler 5:30-7:30
Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 07/12
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Ericson Holt 8-11

Saturday 07/13
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Sunday 07/14
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 07/15
Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 
Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30
Larry Smith Jazz Jam 8-11

Tuesday 07/16
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 
Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 07/17
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 
Hiens 5:30-7:30
Chris Burchard & Company 8-11
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Midsommar
From director Ari Aster (Heredi-

tary) dysfunction and the bizarre 
is again the order of the day. Here 
instead of haunted family houses, 
we have a commune in Sweden that 
engages in some indescribable prac-
tices to say the very least. While not 
as scarily surprising as its anti-homely 
predecessor, the latest “Midsommar” 

is blunt, eerie and effectively claustro-
phobic with some wonderfully creepy 
cinematography by Aster veteran 
Pawel Pogorzelski.

Dani (Florence Pugh) is having a 
bad semester. Her mentally ill sister 
just killed herself and her parents. 
Dani’s boyfriend Christian (Jack 
Reynor) offers little to no support, 
having second thoughts about their 
four year romance. He is emotional-
ly cold, almost supernaturally so, but 

for those well acquainted with Ari As-
ter’s work this is par for the course. 
The director turns icy distance into a 
poetic staple.

Christian secretly decides to go 
to Sweden with his buddies to un-
wind on summer break. The sensitive 
Pelle (Vilhelm Blomgren) invites him 
to stay with family. Dani finds out 
during a party secondhand and feels 
understandably disrespected. Em-
barrassed, Christian then invites her, 
half-heartedly. 

Dani agrees to go. After all, a change 
of scene together might help the ailing 
relationship.

The two other buds merely shrug 
shoulders. Josh (William Jackson 
Harper) just wants to pursue his the-
sis on local customs and Mark (Will 
Poulter) only cares about sex with per-
missive girls.

When the crew of forlorn four ar-
rives at Harga and notices that a bright 
sun is still out at nine p.m. combined 
with the sight of Pelle warmly embrac-
ing his relative a little too long, we 
know we are in for it.

Acting as an all too kind guide, Pelle 
smooths over any awkwardness, but 
Dani notices a small crowd laughing 
and becomes convinced that they are 
laughing at her.

Grass grows under her skin.
Pugh is perfect as the ultimate sub-

jugated protagonist who, at least for 
the most part, maintains her observant 
dignity. Dani is a kind of Alice in Won-
derland figure. 

Vilhelm Blomgren is par excellence 
as the diplomatic and omnipresent 
Pelle who subverts consideration into 
something positively creepy. The actor 
has the best lines in the film and steals 
the show.

Suffice to say, this Swedish com-
mune is abound with prismatic 
flowers but it is far from rosy and 
you do not want to spend a honey-

moon here. The environs and its in-
habitants make a kind of tilting and 
shattered Lucy in the Sky with Dia-
monds where cold herring is served 
whole without any respite, literally 
and figuratively.

There are shocking moments of 
bloody pulp and intricate bodily defor-
mations but it echoes Day of the Dead 
by Salvador Dali more than Eli Roth.

In an Aster film, people go about 
their routines as tiny human minia-
tures put in motion under prisons 
by some misanthropic design. In this 
case, slanted wooden huts with im-
possibly pitched roofs resemble arrows 
pointing to the guilty, but few sins are 
more heinous than peeing on an ances-
tral tree. As in “Hereditary” the young 
people especially appear driven by a 
morose inexorable force, originated 
by either mass behavior or something 
geometrically unnamable. 

Whatever the case, nudity rises in 
its melancholic pageantry once again, 
an apparent Aster trademark. 

If the director’s brand of somber 
and grim Guignol is not your idyll, 
do your best to tolerate the “Midsom-
mar” gore for the last scene of Florence 
Pugh. The actor is a blend of the beau-
tiful and the horrible as she is covered 
in flowers. One single flower is actu-
ally pulsating, hyperactively pink and 
not to be missed. n

Spider-Man: Far 
from Home

 X Continued on page 18
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Barroso Law, PLLC focuses their 
practice solely in the area of marital 
and family law, including dissolution 

of marriage, paternity, 
enforcement/modification 

proceedings, alimony, child support, 
timesharing and parental 

responsibility, equitable distribution, 
LGBT family law and adoption.

Mel Fisher Days 2019

Key West, July 1

This summer’s Mel Fisher Days are 
set for July 11th-13th. Every sum-

mer a celebration is held in honor of 
Mel Fisher, a man who pursued his 
dreams and discovered a fortune in 
treasure in the seas off Key West, in-
spiring millions to follow their own 
dreams and earning him the title of 
The World’s Greatest Treasure Hunter. 

During the 16-year search for the 
Nuestra Senora de Atocha, Key West 
embraced Mel, his family and crew, 
and supported them when others did 
not. Now his namesake company, Mel 
Fisher’s Treasures, is committed to 
giving back to the island community 
he called home. 100% of Mel Fisher 
Days’ net proceeds benefit two chari-
ties, Wesley House Family Services and 
Michael Abt Jr. Have a Heart Founda-
tion. Wesley House Family Services is 
a nationally accredited not-for-profit 
dedicated to protecting and nurturing 
children and strengthening families 
with services spanning Monroe Coun-
ty, Florida. Their mission is to promote 
and enhance the safety, well-being and 

development of children by educating, 
supporting and meeting the needs of 
families. The Michael Abt Jr. Have a 
Heart Foundation’s mission is to pro-
vide AED’s (Automatic Emergency 
Defibulators) to public schools nation-
wide. The funds from this foundation 
provide AED’s to schools which do not 
already have them as well as secondary 
units to schools with large campuses 
and provide advanced education for 
school health aides and training for all 
school staff in the use of these lifesav-
ing machines. 

On the 11th and 12th Mel Fish-
er Fans can participate in Behind the 
Scene Tours of the Mel Fisher’s Trea-
sures Conservation Lab on Thursday 
and Friday, 10am & 3 pm, at 200 
Greene Street, 4th Floor of the Mel 
Fisher Maritime Museum. Space is 
limited; Pre-registration is encouraged 
on the Mel Fisher Days website.  

The annual Dock Party at Schooner 
Wharf will take place Saturday, July 
13th from 3pm-9 pm at 202 William 
Street. From 4:30pm-6:30pm, Captain 
Andy Matroci and his crew are offering 

tours on board Mel Fisher’s Treasures’ 
90 foot salvage vessel, J.B. Magruder. 
The Magruder will dock at the His-
toric Seaport, just behind Schooner 
Wharf Bar. 

The evening is filled with a HUGE 
silent auction, live auctions, the famous 
Cupcake Contest, 50/50 raffles, the pre-
sentation of the prestigious Mel Fisher 
Lifetime Achievement Award, great 
music and drink specials. The famous 
Mel Fisher silent auction will offer over 
$18,000 in exotic items including ev-
erything from gourmet dinners to lux-
urious vacations and authentic treasure 
from the Atocha, The Santa Margarita 
and the 1715 fleet shipwrecks. 

The Lifetime Achievement award 
will be presented to R, Duncan Mat-
thewson III, a shipwreck archaeologist, 
who started his career in the 1970s 
working with Mel Fisher in his quest 
for the Nuestra Senora de Atocha. 

Until July 13th, Mel Fisher Fans can 
enter a free raffle to win an Authentic 
Rare Atocha coin valued at $2,700 at 
both of the Mel Fisher retail locations, 
200 Greene Street or 613 Duval Street. 
Drawing for the Raffle Winner will 
take place at Schooner Wharf around 
9PM. Must be present to win. 

For a full Mel Fisher Days schedule 
and advance registration discount tick-
ets visit www.MelFisherDays.com. n

A member of the J.B. Magruder dive crew shows a group participating 
in the Treasure Hunting Boat Tours recent artifacts recovered from the 
Atocha shipwreck trail.
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B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S

Jon Watts returns to the Marvel Universe to 
direct “Spider-Man: Far from Home“. As in 

the previous chapter, “Homecoming”, Watts 
treats the comic-book material with energy 
and empathy, giving his hero the richness he 
deserves. Once more, Spider-Man is as spirited 
as he is colorful.

Peter Parker (Tom Holland) is recuperating 
from the emotionally draining war, brought 
by Thanos which caused the death of his best 
friend Iron Man Tony Stark. Iron Man is not 
explicitly depicted in the film but his image 
is everywhere like Zeus, Jesus or Disney. Iron 
Man becomes a pop trademark. In seeing his 
metallic yellow persona, Parker is filled with 
awe and grows nervous. Starkism is Parker’s 
religion.

Parker is about to go to Venice with his 
school friends. From there, he will go on to 
Paris. He wants to declare his love to MJ (Zen-
daya) at the Eiffel Tower.

Just at the moment Parker is about to put 
his guard down, Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jack-
son) calls with an imperative task. Europe has 
been plunged into chaos by the Elementals: 
Air, water and fire. A trio of mythical monsters 
that usher in destruction. Nick Fury believes 
that Spiderman is the only one with enough 
resilience to defeat the juggernauts.

It is not in Parker’s nature to refuse; he owes 
a favor to Stark’s memory. But, unbeknownst 
to Parker and Fury, there is aid ready at the 
scene, a self-made wizard Quentin Beck (Jake 
Gyllenhaal) dressed like an old fashioned un-
dersea explorer with a sphere for a head. Beck 
saves the day with a little help from our ad-

olescent hero and Parker politely declines a 
partnership with Beck on further lifesaving 
endeavors.

But things are not as secure as they seem.
The film feels like a comic book and is very 

satisfying in a matinee sense. It has vividness 
and vibration. The action never glazes in front 
of the eye. All objects have fluidity and bright-
ness. The events are never boring.

Gyllenhaal is excellent as a duplicitous 
showman wizard, portraying both a person 
of warm charisma and great intimidation. 
The actor has cornered the market on wolfish 
traits. With his bushy brows and roving eyes, 
no one does it better.

Parker’s imperiled romance is also handled 
with heart and depth. Europe is threatened 
with doom in the midst of Parker’s natural-
ly adolescent hormonal rise. Add to that the 
boy’s grief in losing his best friend and men-
tor. These human quandaries are handled with 
feeling, not in shallow magic marker tones but 
with reflection. Zendaya has a unique hesitant 
quality that makes her magnetic and compel-
ling. She is no mere superhero love.

Visually, this chapter is stunning with imag-
ery that flows outward in great rivers of color 
and motion. Quentin Beck’s illusions are the 
stuff of a geometric hell. The frenetic pixila-
tions, tumbling and rapid, recall the work of 
M.C. Escher.

With an swift narrative that entertains, 
combined with charge and some dazzling 
colors, “Spider-Man: Far from Home” thrills 
in the great tradition of a Saturday matinee. 
If this is not enough, a surprisingly heartfelt 
ending will have you rooting for more entan-
glements, be they human or webbed. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

Spider-Man....
 X Continued from page 16

At Virgilio’s, this Tuesday 
July 16th at 9 pm, the leg-

endary island pop fusion sounds 
of the [ORIGINAL!] Savage 
Beets will be featured at with 
Chris Case (a.k.a. Lord Buck-
cyrus), originally from Nassau, 

Bahamas, on guitar, Din Allen, 
on bass, and skippo on drums. 
Their infectious dance grooves 
and 3 part harmonies, runs 
the gamut from classic blues, 
Santana, Stones, and Police, to 
island calypso, soca, and Bob 

Marley/Gregory Isaacs roots 
rock reggae. There is nothing 
like them!! Catch the original 
Beets members of this iconic 
tropical power trio jam band at 
Virgilio’s, 524 Duval (rear). Call 
296-1075 for more info. n

Pop fusion sounds of the Savage Beets 
on July 16th
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Happy Hour, Lunch & Summer Specials!
Get TOP SHELF

placement in
KONK Life’s Summer
Specials page each

week, steering hungry
diners to you for

$50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLarosa at
585-203-5156

or Susan Smith at
305-414-4794
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

Free
Delivery!

Happy Hours
from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

Musician in Residence Ben Wahlund Presents 
“Mile Marker Zero” on July 13
World Class Marimbist Creates a Musical Love Letter to Key West

As part of his artist residency at The 
Studios of Key West, on Saturday, Jul 

13 at 7 P.M., Ben Wahlund, a Grammy 
nominated, award-winning music educa-
tor, composer, and performer, will present 
“Mile Marker Zero,” a recital length solo 
marimba work comprised of twelve short 
pieces - an assortment of musical mem-
ories collected around Key West. Tickets 
for the concert can be purchased at a spe-
cial summer price of only $15/$10 mbrs.

“Wahlund has spent first weeks of 
his residency discovering the places 
and people who make Key West so 
unique,” said Elena Devers, deputy 
director, “With songs like Dolphin 

Watch, Electric Cars and Tiki Bars, 
and Salty Women, he’s developed a 

repertoire for his concert that cele-
brates the spirit of the island.

Wahlund serves as the director of 
percussion at the College of DuP-
age and is a full-time instructor at the 
Northern Illinois University School of 
Music. He performs in ¡The Screaming 
Norwegians! Percussion Duo, the Nap-
er Chamber Players, and Chicago area 
orchestras. Wahlund’s musical compo-
sitions have won numerous awards and 
are performed around the world. Serv-
ing as an island liaison for Wahlund, 
local musician Skipper Kripitz has en-
joyed getting to know his fellow per-
cussionist. “Ben has an instantly per-

ceptible, wide-open creativity. He gets 
the wonder of it, and joyfully swims in 
it,” said Kripitz, “and his compositions, 
conjured so masterfully, reflect that. 
Ben is a standout. You do not want to 
miss the chance to hear him perform.”

“Mile Marker Zero” runs approxi-
mately 75 minutes, and will feature con-
tributions from special guests and co-res-
idents Laurel Oswald Clark, visual artist, 
and Sara Fruner, spoken word artist.

Tickets are on sale now and can be 
purchased at www.tskw.org, by calling 
305-296-0458. Contact - Elena De-
vers, Deputy Director, elena@tskw.
org. 305-296-0458. n

Taking a pause from creating new 
work during his artist residency at 
The Studios of Key West, musician 
Ben Wahlund paid a visit to Key West 
High School to demonstrate the tre-
mendous scope and resonance of the 
marimba. Photo credit: Johnny White.
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n Rescue Tail

Baby and Bella
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Sometimes they come to us two at 
a time. This was how it happened 

with Baby and Bella. Their owner 
was going into assisted living where 
she could not take them. Baby was a 
nine-year-old Yorkie and appeared to 
be in good shape.  Bella, a nine-year- 
old Rat Terrier mix, was a different 
story.  She had some “big” issues, and 
we mean that literally. She was dan-
gerously obese. Her fat had fat!  But 
both dogs were very sweet. We housed 
them together, putting a big bed and 
a smaller one in their kennel. In no 
time, Baby was comfortably stretched 
out in the middle of the big bed and 
poor Bella was sitting on the bare 
floor just looking at her! It was ob-
vious who was running the show in 
this family!

We knew Baby, because of her 
breed and her size, would be easier to 
adopt since small dogs can live a long 
time.  But poor Bella, with her age 
and weight combined, was much less 
adoptable. Overweight animals are 
at risk for all kinds of health prob-

lems and can reduce their appeal to 
potential adopters. But it turned out 
that their “mom” might have sus-
pected this would be the case and 
had put some wheels in motion to 
provide for Bella. Her longtime care-
giver had agreed that when the need 
arose, she would take Bella. She was 
no longer living in the area but she 
reached out to us and said she would 

come to get Bella. We were relieved 
and overjoyed. She drove down to 
the Keys from upstate to pick up 
her old friend and the reunion was 
a joyful one. Bella also was reunited 
with the carer’s own dog, with whom 
she had spent lots of time with in the 
past and got along with very well. 
Her new mom says she fit into her 
home so easily and is very happy.

Within a few days Baby also found 
her bright future. A wonderful couple 
who had always had bigger dogs in the 
past decided to consider a smaller one 
and fell in love with Baby. Their living 
situation was perfect with both adopters 
being able to be home much of the time 
during Baby’s transition into being an 
only dog. They report that she is “ador-
able;  a combination of affection and in-
dependence. I was never a fan of small 
dogs, but now I am.” 

There can be lots of twists and turns 
in the lives of dogs these days; it’s so 
wonderful when those turns lead to a 
great destination. We are grateful to 
both adopters for this happy tale and 
so happy for our two sweet seniors!

Note: If you have a pet who might 
be overweight, check out this helpful 
website and talk to your vet. It’s noth-
ing to take lightly! https://petobesi-
typrevention.org/ n
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Trade treasure tales and priceless memories of 
Key West’s King
Spend a golden day at Schooner 

Wharf Bar, where Spanish galle-
ons, treasure hunting ships, golden 
discoveries and priceless memories of 
the man who made it all happen – Mel 
Fisher – are on tap for this year’s Dock 
Party for Mel Fisher Days.

The celebration of Key West’s golden 
dream weaver begins at 3 p.m. Satur-
day, July 13th at Schooner Wharf Bar, 
where Mel Fisher “made his mark,” 
when his handprints were cast in a spe-
cial mold and a section of the bar top is 
dedicated to his achievements.

Although it took Mel years to find 
the $400 million mother lode of the 
Spanish galleon Nuestra Senora de 
Atocha, it never took him long to find 
his friends at Schooner Wharf, where 
he could share his stories while keep-
ing a sharp eye on the water that held 
the riches he was seeking.

This year’s Dock Party will cele-
brate the 33rd Anniversary of Atocha’s 
Mother Lode Discovery and the “good 
ole’ days” by welcoming the 90’ JB 
Magruder treasure salvage vessel back 
to the docks behind Schooner Wharf. 
For the third time since the 1980s, 
the 100-foot working vessel will be 

on display downtown, showing off the 
latest treasure-finding technology that 
scours the ocean floor for centuries-old 
coins, gold bars, gold chains, emeralds 
and silver ingots. 

Meet the Atocha divers and Ma-
gruder crew as they return from trea-
sure diving and hear tales of high-seas 
and high-stakes adventures from Mel’s 

Golden Crew, current salvors and 
members of the Fisher family. 

The Dock Party will include a lim-
ited number of tours of the treasure 
hunting boat and are available be-
tween 4:30 and 6:30 pm. Advance reg-
istration discount tickets are available 
at MelFisherDays.com. 

Attendees will have a chances to 

win cash with the 50/50 raffle. Take 
a chance to win a Santa Margarita 
Pearl with the popular “Have your 
Cake and Eat it Too” Contest. During 
the party, there will also be live trea-
sure auctions to participate in and a 
HUGE silent auction!

There is a week-long raffle for a 
Grade 3 Atocha coin valued at $1,600 
with a drawing at Schooner Wharf lat-
er in the evening, around 9:00pm. You 
must be present to win!

This year’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award will be presented to Duncan 
Mathewson.

Today’s the Day…to celebrate Mel 
Fisher and his golden crew!  Mel al-
ways said that “This place is a treasure,” 
so….come discover one of our island’s 
favorite watering holes for yourself!

 See you at the Schooner Wharf Bar 
for the Dock Party Saturday, July 13 
to celebrate Mel Fisher Days 2019 as 
the JB Magruder arrives from treasure 
hunting and docks behind the bar! 
Live music with island sounds by Cayo 
Ritmo Band will round out the party – 
it’s sure to be memorable! 

Proceeds from Mel Fisher Days ben-
efit Wesley House Family Services. n
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Shooterz Grand Opening Party 
Photos By Guy deBoer



I N  C O M M U N I T Y

23
www.konklife.com • JULY 11-17, 2019

Key West Weddings  
and Renewals

Packages starting at $250.
Ask about our Bachelorette Spa-rties!

(305) 293-WEDO (9336) 
www.keywestweddingsandrenewals.com

David Brooks, Ordained Minister

Spec ia l i ze  in  Beach  Weddings

Smart Ride “Miss Firecracker 2019” 
Photos By Guy deBoer
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Key West, July 3

Fans of the legendary Ernest Hem-
ingway can look forward to an array 

of cultural offerings presented by Key 
West Art & Historical Society that take 
place July 16 - 21 at the Custom House 
Museum, Key West Old City Hall, and 
the Tropic Cinema during the annual 
Hemingway Days celebration. A mini 
symposium, book signings and read-
ings, a film premier, and museum ex-
hibits dedicated to the iconic writer are 
part of the week’s celebration.  

Tuesday, July 16 from 6:00pm - 
8:00pm at Old City Hall: Key West 
Hemingway Days Mini-Symposium.  

Scholars and writers Brewster Cham-
berlin, PhD., Kirk Curnutt, and Rob-
ert Elder will delight Hemingway 
aficionados with their presentations.  
Tickets are free for members and $5 
for non-members. Book signings and 
a Q & A will follow.

6:00pm: Chamberlin will discuss 
Key West during the time Hemingway 
lived on the island. 

6:35pm: Elder will offer accounts 
from never-before-seen, 99-year-old let-
ters from a young, love-sick Hemingway 
that he recently unearthed. The letters 
illuminate his unrequited love for a 
classmate named Frances Coates, whose 
name shows up throughout his work. 

7:10pm: Curnutt will delve into 
the backstory of Hemingway’s lit-
tle-known 1932 short story “After the 
Storm,” his first attempt to turn Key 
West into fiction. Based on the deadly 
events of the 1919 hurricane that hit 
the Gulf of Mexico, the story imag-
ines the last moments of the Spanish 
steamship Valbanera, which disap-
peared near Rebecca light between the 
Marquesas Keys and the Dry Tortu-
gas. A stark, existential tale of nature’s 
brutality, “After the Storm” unpacks a 
great deal of Key West’s salvaging and 
sponging history.

Wednesday, July 17 from 5:00pm 
– 7:00pm at Key West Old City 
Hall, 510 Greene Street: A longtime 
Hemingway Days tradition, “Voic-
es, Places, Inspirations” spotlights 
contemporary writers from Key 
West and around the U.S. Master 
of Ceremonies Carol Shaughnessy 
moderates the evening of readings, 
storytelling, and presentations from 
novelists and short story authors 
Kirk Curnutt, Kristina Neihouse, 
and Edgardo Alvarado-Vazquez and 

members of the Key West Poetry 
Guild facilitated by Nance Boylan 
who will share the poetry of Hem-
ingway. Free.  

Friday, July 19, two screenings 
at 11:15am and 12:15pm at Tropic 
Cinema, 416 Eaton Street: The film 
premier of “Between Key West and 
Cuba” is a story of the two islands, 
cultures, and people who shaped 
Hemingway’s life and his writing 
for more than 30 years. Followed by 
a Q & A with creators C. Michael 
Curry and Raúl Villarreal. Purchase 
tickets at TropicCinema.com/event/
hemingway-between-key-west-and-
cuba/.

Tuesday, July 16 – Sunday, July 21 
from 9:30am – 4:30pm at the Cus-
tom House Museum: Participants of 
Hemingway Days are invited to the 
Custom House Museum to view a life-
sized bronze sculpture, artifacts, and 
ephemera from Hemingway’s life. 

Register now at kwahs.org or for 
more information contact Society 
Event Coordinator Dani Holliday at 
305-295-6616, x114. n

Celebrate Hemingway Days with Key West Art & 
Historical Society’s array of cultural events

(left to right), Kirk Curnutt, professor and chair of English at Troy University’s 
Montgomery Campus in Montgomery AL and author of “Reading Heming-
way’s To Have and Have Not”; Brewster Chamberlin, researcher, lecturer, 
historian and author of “The Hemingway Log, A Chronology of His Life and 
Times”; and journalist Robert K. Elder, author of “Hidden Hemingway: Inside 
the Earnest Hemingway Archives of Oak Park.”
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to offer. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

SIGN UP FREE TODAY to receive
daily local news & information...

the largest subscription digital news in the
Florida Keys! Delivered to your in-box... 

News • Weather
Community Events

Limelight Photo Gallery
Real Estate • Music

Entertainment • Sports
Theatre • Dining
Movie Reviews

Fishing • Dance
Art Galleries

And it’s ALL FREE...
just sign up at:

KonkLife.com/Blast

KONK
Blast!
KONK
Blast!

FREE
Every Day!

Friday, July 12 Dinner, Music 
and Silent Auction at Unity of 
the Keys
A fundraising dinner and si-

lent auction with music by 
Gabriel Wright, Skipper Krip-
itz, Larry Smith and Christine 
Cordoned is slated for Friday 
July 12 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
Unity of the Keys Spiritual Cen-
ter, 1011 Virginia St. Key West. 
Chef Dan Hatch (of Salute and 
Blue Heaven Restaurants) is 
preparing the entrée, including 
vegan and vegetarian options. 
Church members are bringing 
homemade appetizers, salads 

and delectable desserts. Silent 
auction items include sailing 
excursions on the Argo Navis 
and Schooner Wolf; dinners at 
Amigos, Blue Heaven, Only 
Wood and Salty Angler; two 
$75 Gift Certificates for Nep-
tune Designs Jeweler; a Divine 
Medical Spa Gift Certificate, 
and much, much more. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $8 for 
children and include appetizers 
and salads; a meat, vegetarian 
or vegan main dish; coffee, tea 

and desserts. Doors open at 
6:00 p.m.; dinner starts at 6:30 
p.m. Carry-out is available. Call 
(305) 296-5888 for tickets. 
Dinner is co-hosted by the two 
congregations that share the 
Unity building: Inglesia Evan-
gelica De Santidad “Eben-ezer” 
Church and Unity of the Keys. 
Unity of the Keys Spiritual Cen-
ter is located at 1011 Virginia 
St. in Key West at the corner of 
Virginia and Watson. www.uni-
tyofthekeys.org. n

Cliff Cody Plays 
the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon
West Texas singer-songwriter 

Cliff Cody plays the Hog’s 
Breath Saloon, 400 Front St., mid-
shift gig – 4:30 – 8:30 p.m. July 
15 – 21.

“Chasin Whiskey,” Cody’s first re-
corded cut was recognized as a high-
light of Julie Roberts’ album “Men and Mascara” by Rolling 
Stone Magazine. Since first playing the Key West Songwriters 
Festival, Cody has become a favorite and regular performer in 
the Keys. His soulful voice and story telling style of writing 
has helped him build a loyal following. He makes fast friends 
and forever fans and once you hear him, you’ll become both. 

For more information, call 305-296-4222. n
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos Contributed

Here’s something a lit-
tle unusual . . . A cus-

tom-built home on a quiet Key West 

lane, where all the delights of this 

neighborhood are just a couple of 

blocks in any direction. This spacious 

two-bedroom, two and one half bath, 

Conch-style Greek Revival residence 

offers some 1,400 square feet of living 

space, on a nearly 2,800 square-foot 

lot, in the very heart of Old Town.

Quality built just 20 years ago 

with a steel roof, and using treated 

lumber and Hardiboard cement sid-

ing the house is located on a shaded, 

quiet and picturesque lane, with two 

increasingly rare and gated off-street 

parking spots included!

It was fully remodeled in 2013 and is 

full of convenient, yet elegant touches.

The décor is bright and airy, with the 

first floor featuring nine-foot ceilings, 

an open-concept living/dining/enter-

taining area, deluxe chef ’s kitchen, and 

discretely located half-bathroom. Past 

a wall of glass and French doors is the 

very private tropical rear yard, with its 

sun deck, sparkling (and heated) pool, 

and lush and mature landscaping.

The second floor plan was originally 

designed with three bedrooms in mind, 

but was converted instead into a spa-

cious double master suite with vaulted 

ceilings, a “Florida Room” type porch, 

off of the master and plenty of storage 

space. It could, however, be easily con-

verted back to its original design.

Best of all, this stylish yet comfort-

able property is only half a block from 

tourist attractions such as the Heming-

way Home and Key West Lighthouse, 

and also all the shopping, restaurants 

and theaters – and other exciting di-

versions – of  Bahama Village and 

nearby Duval Street.

Other remodeling elements in-

cluded in the kitchen are high-quality 

maple cabinets, new appliances, and 

quartz countertops. In the rest of the 

house, porcelain tile floors, central AC, 

new water heater, interior and exterior 

paint, and a stacked washer and dryer 

are also included.

In addition, hurricane windows 

or shutters on all openings allow this 

home to qualify for all wind credits 

and with the most favorable “X” flood 

zone location, resulting in very low 

insurance costs.

Given its highly desirable location, 

solid management of this property 

Location, location, location . . .
This custom-built residence at 808 Shavers Ln. is 
where it’s at!

This classic yet contemporary house is located just steps from every-
thing Old Town Key West has to offer.

Built just 20 years ago, the home was completely remodeled in 2013. 
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The home is located on a quiet, shaded lane, and includes two rare 
off-street parking spots.

Mature landscaping and the heated pool make the back yard the perfect 
spot to entertain, or relax with a tropical drink.

could bring in an estimated $100,000/
year in vacation rental income. The 
house is priced below its current ap-
praisal for a quick sale, (and could be 

sold mostly furnished for an easy move.)
For a solid investment and/or stylish 

pied-a-terre, make a plan today to visit 
this unique and comfortable residence!

The custom-built home at 808 
Shavers Ln. is being offered for just 
$1,245,000.

For more information, visit listings 

agents Janine and Jon Seibert at their 
office at 211 Simonton St., in Key West, 
or call 305-433-0552, email jjseiberts@
gmail.com. 

Another shot of the living room. Some of the décor is available for 
purchase from the owners.

The second floor is currently configured as a “double master suite,” but 
could easily be converted to three bedrooms, as was originally planned.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Contact us to view our New Listings!

58 Palm Drive
Saddlebunch Key • 3BD/2BA 

Great Starter Home! 
$499,000

1119 Whitehead St. 
Old Town • 3BD/2BA

Chef’s Kitchen & Island Style
$1,495,000

UNDER CONTRACT!   1324 Seminary St. Unit A
Congratulations to our Buyers! Recently Sold! 

2318 Staples Ave. & 1222 Florida St, Rear

1

See Map

2

See Map

7
See Map

6
See Map

3

See Map

4
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5

Plenty of custom decor touches make this house a perfect blend of old 
and new.
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

2

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 3152 Northside Drive, Key West ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750

2 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

3 808 Shavers Lane 2BR/2.5BA
Jon Seibert, Century 21 Island Life

Janine Seibert, Century 21 Island Life

305-433-0552

305-433-1911

4 3646 Bahama Drive 3BR/2.5 BA
Jon Seibert, Century 21 Island Life

Janine Seibert, Century 21 Island Life

305-433-0552

305-433-1911

5 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

6 58 Palm Drive 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

7 1119 Whitehead St. 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

9
Cudjoe Key

1

3

4

7

8
6  

5
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Truman & Co. 14/06/19  $999,000  $967,000 1341 19th 1995 Single Fam 4 No 4

Sellstate Island Properties Bascom Grooms Real Estate 11/06/19  $525,900  $505,000 2407 Patterson 1963 Single Fam 3 No 3

Truman & Co. Coastal Collection Real Estate 14/06/19  $789,700  $742,500 3010 Flagler 1958 Single Fam 3 No 3

Truman & Co. BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 14/06/19  $695,000  $695,000 2318 Staples 1955 Multi-Unit 4 No 3

Coastal Collection Coastal Collection 17/06/19  $425,000  $425,000 3301 Duck Ave, #K 1983 Townhouse 2 No 3

Ocean Sotheby's International Ocean Sotheby's International 12/06/19  $2,599,000  $2,350,000 330 Julia 1900 Multi-Unit 4 No 1

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Keller Williams KW Compass 14/06/19  $2,200,000  $1,985,000 621 Olivia 1938 Single Fam 4 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 14/06/19  $1,199,000  $1,115,000 216 Fleming 1995 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 14/06/19  $590,000  $590,000 210 Southard St, #2 1991 Condo 1 No 1

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of June 12th, 2019 to June 19th, 2019



 


