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BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

The House of Representatives 
should initiate impeachment in-

quiries as soon as possible.  If you 
are an elected Representative, and 
believe the President has committed 
treason, bribery, obstruction of jus-
tice, high crimes & misdemeanors, 
or failed to live up to the President’s 
sworn oath to uphold the Consti-
tution of the US, you are Constitu-
tionally required to impeach.

Even if you believe that, in the 
future, the US Senate won’t provide 
the necessary 67 votes to convict, 
this shouldn’t be the basis for NOT 
initiating an impeachment inquiry 

(II).  An II involves investigations 
and public hearings, as in the Nix-
on case, that increasingly clarify and 
dramatize crimes committed by a 
President - such as the 10 obstruc-
tion of justice cases described in 
the Mueller Report.  An II doesn’t 
require the House to submit a case 
to the Senate, so there need not be 
fear of a President claiming victory 
because the Senate failed to convict.

There are several additional rea-
sons why an II should be initiated 
now.  First, time is running out 
and in 5 months it will be an elec-
tion year.  Secondly, in the tech-
nical/legal arena an II gives the 
committees an advantage when 

courts rule on subpoenas, access 
to documents and other discov-
ery information. Judges tend to 
rule more favorably when it’s the 
people’s right to impeach (instead 
of Congressional oversight) versus 
executive power.  

It’s possible that II investigations 
and hearings will cause both the 
public and more politicians to de-
mand Presidential accountability, 
reaffirmation that no one is above 
the law, and national security ac-
tion against Russia.  But even if it 
doesn’t, the negative impact of a 
bipartisan  impeachment inquiry 
on a sitting President running for 
reelection, would be profound. n

Impeachment inquiries - why wait? Kris Pabian 
joins the BOD of 
Wesley House 
Family Services
At the Wesley House Family Ser-

vices  Annual Meeting in Sep-
tember, Kris Pabian will be joining 
the BOD of Wesley House Family 
Services. Prior to joining the BOD, 
Kris has served on the Associate 
Board of Wesley House Family Services.

Wesley House Family Services mission is 
to promote and enhance the safety , well-be-
ing and development of children by educating, 
supporting and meeting the needs of families 
throughout Monroe County. n
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

The party’s over.
While Key West 

property owners have 
generally seen un-
changed tax rates in sev-

en of the past 10 years, the upcoming 
fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 isn’t going 
to be so pleasant, according to prelim-
inary budget estimates presented at a 
series of city commission workshops 
last week. As of now, city Budget Di-
rector Mark Finigan is estimating a 
relatively small annual tax increase of 
$38 for a house valued at $488,888. 
But the finance department is also rec-

ommending a series of new and higher 
fees beginning in October, including 
charging for evening parking at the 
currently-free county courthouse on 
Thomas Street and at Smathers Beach. 
The new fees will generate an estimat-
ed $1.9 million in new revenue and 
represent a different way of managing 
the city’s finances.

“Most of the time we spend a lot of 

time on expenditures and looking for 
ways to cut back” on spending, Fin-
igan told city commissioners. “This is 
probably the first year… in which we 
really concentrated on new revenue 
opportunities.”

Calling the draft fiscal year 2019-
2020 city budget “highly dependent” 
on finding new sources of revenue 
to pay for the rising costs of running 

the city, Finigan proposed 12 areas 
of either new charges or increased 
fees for existing services. Those in-
clude $534,000 in new revenue from 
charging for parking at Smathers 
and the county courthouse. Another 
$300,000 in new revenue is projected 
from charging a “convenience fee” for 
using a credit card to pay the rent on 
city leases, parking and fuel. Current-
ly, the city absorbs the two percent hit 
credit card companies charge.

Other new fees include charging 
to use public spaces, such as wed-
dings on city beaches, and creating a 
delinquency penalty for late fees on 

K E Y  N E W S

Key West finances need significant boost in 
upcoming fiscal year
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“Most of the time we spend a lot of time on 
expenditures and looking for ways to cut back” 
on spending, Finigan told city commissioners. 
“This is probably the first year… in which 
we really concentrated on new revenue 
opportunities.”
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city-owned property. Finigan is 
also proposing to increase fees 
for fire plan and inspections, 
parking at Mallory Square, resi-
dential parking permits and em-
ployee assistance parking.

“You have to find new reve-
nues. You’re not going to do it on 
the back of expenditures year in 
and year out,” Finigan said.

Over the past decade, city 
commissioners have made sta-
ble taxes their priority. While 
politically advantageous, spend-
ing cuts have resulted in poor-
ly-maintained roads and side-
walks, which are now drawing 
loud complaints. Other city ser-
vices have also suffered, as new 
staff could not be hired to han-
dle increasing service demands 
on several city departments, 
including building permits, 
resulting in long delays. One 
of Mayor Teri Johnston’s cam-
paign promises was to improve 
the quality of life for residents 
and, as was clear in the budget 
workshops, that takes money.

“I don’t advocate a huge [tax] 
increase but I certainly advocate 
increases that get us back on 
track slowly and surely,” she said.

“It’s a double-edged sword,” 
Finigan acknowledged. “If you 
want new parks, then we have 
to provide the people to man 
those parks.”

The preliminary budget, 
which Finigan will revise and 
present for public comment on 
September 3, calls for 10 new 
staff positions, including a new 
rights of way coordinator, four 
non-commercial licensed bus 
drivers, one maintenance tech, 

two janitors and one part-time 
administrative assistant. That 
drew concern from some com-
missioners.

“Personally, right now, when 
we want to raise the taxes, I can’t 
see any sense in making any new 
positions,” said Commissioner 
Billy Wardlow. “I don’t see where 
it’s necessary now.

Commissioner Clayton Lopez 
said that the finance department 
has been preparing the commis-
sion for higher taxes by saying it 
would help avoid layoffs of exist-
ing staff. Now, the proposed new 
positions are “contrary to the 
whole dialogue,” he said. 

But Finigan responded that 
only two of the 10 proposed new 
staff positions would be paid 
out of the general fund, which is 
the primary fund supported by 
property taxes. The others eight 
positions would be paid out of 
self-funded departments such as 
the city marina and city transit, 
both of which are so-called “en-
terprise” funds, where bus fares, 
boating slip fees and rents paid 
on city-owned buildings along 
the historic seaport pay for main-
taining those areas.

Commissioners sat through 
two days of budget presenta-
tions, asking questions but large-
ly leaving department requests 
unchallenged. However, several 
commissioners asked that addi-
tional new positions be added 
to the draft budget, including a 
new inspector for the Historic 
Architecture and Review Com-
mission, a parks and recreation 
coordinator and reinstating a re-
quest for a sustainability intern. 

“With so much direction on 
environmental issues that we have 
been giving to the sustainability 

director, we probably ought to re-
think that intern,” said Commis-
sioner Jimmy Weekley.

Police Chief Sean Branden-
burg had requested three new po-
lice officers but was turned down 
in preliminary budget discus-
sions. He went before commis-
sioners at the budget workshop to 
lay out his case, saying all current 
officers are assigned to patrol the 
streets, leaving detective positions 
unfilled. That caused concern on 
the commission.

“I think you’re an essential 
service,” Mayor Johnston said.

“We can add as many bod-
ies as you want in any depart-
ment you want,” responded City 
Manager Jim Scholl. “As long as 
you’re willing to pay for it.”

The city’s share of the annual 
property tax bill accounts for 25 
percent of that charge. The re-
maining portion is made up tax-
es levied by Monroe County, the 
mosquito control district, public 
schools and three water districts. 
Budget discussions for the up-
coming fiscal year are ongoing 
in those areas but are expected to 
increase, as well.

Currently, the property tax 
millage rate in Key West is $2.21 
per every $1,000 of assessed val-
ue. Finigan is proposing a FY 
‘19 millage rate of $2.15 but 
that will apply to an increase in 
property values. For example, a 
home valued at $460,000 in the 
current fiscal year will jump to 
$488,888 in FY ‘19

The total property value in 
Key West rose 6.9 percent in FY 
2018 to just over $7.8 billion. 
That represents an increase of 
$504 million over FY ‘18, due 
primarily to new construction, 
Finigan said. n
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Former Key West international airport employee 
under investigation for role in unlicensed 
contracting, financial wrongdoing
Key West, July 26

The State Attorney’s 
Office, Monroe 

County Human Re-
sources Department 
and Monroe County 

Attorney’s Office investigated a claim 
of unlicensed construction work at Key 
West International Airport done by 
CYM Builders. The company, created 
March 13, 2019, lists Carlos Montero 
as the owner. Montero shares an ad-
dress with former Airport Finance An-

alyst Yanisleidis Rodriguez. The investi-
gation found that Rodriguez processed 
several invoices for payment to CYM 
Builders under her $5,000 purchasing 
limit. In at least one instance, she au-
thorized a payment to the company and 
the check was deposited into a bank ac-
count she shares with Montero. 

The Monroe County Budget and 
Finance department first identified 
the concern. Monroe County follows a 
strict set of ethical guidelines, including 
not tolerating the use of public funds to 
benefit one’s self, family, or friends.

“We take these matters very serious-
ly,” said Roman Gastesi, Monroe Coun-

ty Administrator. “We want to be clear 
that such wrongdoing will not be toler-
ated in the County, and we are pleased 
that our existing system of checks and 
balances identified this issue.”

A disciplinary hearing for Rodriguez 
was held on July 24, and her employ-
ment with the County was terminated 
due to her involvement.   

Montero is a convicted felon on proba-
tion for unrelated offenses and does not 
hold a Florida contractor’s license. Rodri-
guez and Montero remain under investi-
gation by the State Attorney’s Office. n

“We take these matters very seriously,” said Roman 
Gastesi, Monroe County Administrator. “We want to be 
clear that such wrongdoing will not be tolerated in the 
County, and we are pleased that our existing system of 
checks and balances identified this issue.”

Isl
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Lower Keys Medical Center and Keys Medical 
Group welcome Head and Neck Surgeon
Key West, July 24

Lower Keys Medical Center and 
Keys Medical Group welcome 

Timothy J. Schneider, MD, FACS.  
Board-certified in Otolaryngology/
Head and Neck Surgery and a Fellow 
of the American College of Surgeons, 
Dr. Schneider treats airway condi-
tions; cancers of the skin, head and 
neck; salivary diseases and tumors; 
thyroid disease, nodules and cancer; si-
nusitis and nasal polyps; deviated nasal 
septum and obstruction; hearing loss; 

swallowing and voice disorders; tinni-
tus; tonsil or adenoid infections; and 
vertigo and dizziness.  

Dr. Schneider graduated from Wake 
Forest University, Bowman Gray 
School of Medicine in Winston-Salem, 
NC, and completed his residency at 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
in New Orleans, LA. 

“We are pleased to welcome Dr. 
Schneider and his family to our Low-
er Keys Medical Center family and to 
our beautiful and unique community,” 
said David Clay, CEO of the hospital. 

Keys Medical Group – Otolar-
yngology is located 3428 North 
Roosevelt Boulevard, Key West. 
Appointments may be requested at 
(305)294-5727 or at KeysMedical-
Group.com. Most insurance plans 
are accepted. 

Keys Medical Group is a 
multi-specialty physician practice 
offering primary care, obstetrics and 
gynecology, orthopedics and sports 
medicine, gastroenterology, pulmon-
ology, interventional cardiology and 
behavioral health services. nTimothy J. Schneider, MD, FACS

CoffeeMill Dance Studio Fall 2019 semester 
schedule posts Aug 1, classes begin, Sept 3
Key West

CoffeeMill Dance Studio, Key West’s 
premier instructional dance studio 

for over 35 years, kicks off their Fall 2019 
semester on September 3 with a full roster 
of child/teen classes at their two locations 
at ‘The Annex’ at 804 Simonton Street 
and ‘By the Bay’ at 3340 North Roosevelt 
Blvd. #2. The full schedule will post on-
line at coffeemilldance.com on August 1. 

A cultural haven in the dance com-
munity, the Coffee Mill offers profes-
sional dance instruction to all ages and 
skill levels with weekly classes in Ballet, 
Pointe, Jazz, Modern, Contemporary, 
Tap, Lyrical, HipHop, Pre and Towards 
Ballet, Creative Movement, and Hippi-
ty Hop. Instructors lead with a blend of 
discipline and fun, allowing students to 
explore, enjoy, and grow while cultivat-
ing an awareness and understanding of 
movement, rhythm, choreography, and 
connection to classmates. 

CoffeeMill is also home to Young 
Dance Collective (YDC), CoffeeMill’s 
newly-formed non-profit dance com-
pany comprised of student dancers ages 
8-17 that have already garnered numer-
ous awards at NUVO Dance Competi-
tion in Orlando. Led and choregraphed 
by CoffeeMill’s Ballet Director Joseph 

Goodman, the selected young dancers 
are offered an academy-like study and 
discipline with a rigorous syllabus in 
the Russian-based Vaganova technique 
as well as contemporary training and 
choreography with Kara Querio. They 
rehearse for multiple performance op-
portunities throughout the year, in-

cluding street fairs, parades, nursing 
homes, Fantasy Fest’s Children’s Day 
and Coronation, and November and 
March performances at the Tennessee 
Williams Theatre. YDC will start class-
es and rehearsals prior to Fall semester. 
Those interested in auditioning should 
call the studio at 305-296-9982.

CoffeeMill’s two locations with 
three instructional studios have al-
lowed them to expand their instruc-
tional offerings as well as support the 
development of the young company. 
They also offer workshops, private les-
sons, and performance opportunities, 
as well as recreational classes for adults.

Spaces are limited; register now to 
explore or continue the development 
of your child’s dance instruction in this 
fun and challenging dance program. For 
more information, call the CoffeeMill 
Dance Studio at 305-296-9982, email 
coffeemilldance@aol.com, or visit cof-
feemilldance.com for a full schedule. n

CoffeeMill’s Young Dance Collective pause for a photo during the school’s 
end-of-year DanceWorks performance. Photo by Touch of Key West Photography.
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Affordable Housing Project begins on College Road
Key West, July 26

Crews are nearly finished the demo-
lition of the former SPCA, Easter 

Seals and Mosquito Control Build-
ings to make way for the Garden View 
Apartments workforce housing on 
College Road on Stock Island.

The City of Key West has partnered 
with the Key West Housing Authority 
to create 103 one-bedroom units ex-
plicitly made for the local workforce.

The City Commission, after ex-
ploring a number of ways to best use 
the property, directed staff to proceed 
with creating the much-needed hous-
ing. The City-owned properties have 
been vacant for some time, and the de-
cades-old buildings are no longer us-
able. The new units will run about 650 

square feet, and the project includes 
parking for 125 cars as well as bike and 
scooter parking.

Construction drawings should be 
finished in October, and the project 
should break ground in December.

“We’re very excited to see this project 
underway,” said Assistant City Manag-
er Greg Veliz. “The community under-
stands the dire need for affordable work-
force housing, and this is an important 
repurposing of City-owned property 
that will benefit our community.”

Estimated at about $27 million, 
the project will rely on state Commu-
nity Development Block Grant - Di-
saster Relief funding and the Hous-
ing Authority’s borrowing capacity 
as well as the Monroe County Land 
Authority. n

The defunct structure that formerly housed the Florida Keys Mosquito 
Control offices is the last to be demolished to make way for affordable 
workforce housing.



F L O R I D A  K E Y S

8
www.konklife.com • AUGUST 1-8, 2019

SIGN UP FREE TODAY to receive
daily local news & information...

the largest subscription digital news in the
Florida Keys! Delivered to your in-box... 

News • Weather
Community Events

Limelight Photo Gallery
Real Estate • Music

Entertainment • Sports
Theatre • Dining
Movie Reviews

Fishing • Dance
Art Galleries

And it’s ALL FREE...
just sign up at:

KonkLife.com/Blast

KONK
Blast!
KONK
Blast!

FREE
Every Day!

FIRM welcomes new board members
Key West, July 25

The Board of Direc-
tors of Fair Insur-

ance Rates in Monroe (FIRM) wel-
comes Wayne Carter, CEO, Marathon 
and Lower Keys Association of Real-
tors® to join the fight against unfair 
insurance rates as a new Director.  As a 
real estate industry expert for over 20 
years, Wayne’s contribution to FIRM 
is invaluable in maintaining a strong 
relationship with Realtors® in Monroe 
County and other parts of the state. 
Wayne has been the organizer, join-
ing forces with the Key West Associ-
ation of Realtors the last two years, of 
the FIRM Charity Golf Tournament, 
FIRM’s largest fundraiser.

FIRM regretfully says good-bye to 

Directors Michael Larson and Rob-
ert Maynard who each served for four 
years.  “FIRM’s Directors are all volun-
teers and do not receive any compensa-

Wayne Carter, CEO, Marathon and  
Lower Keys Association of Realtors®

tion for their tireless efforts,” explained 
President Mel Montagne.  “We have 
several committees, and they are all 
active. It is an honor and a privilege 
to work with so many talented people 
who volunteer their time to help all of 
the residents of Monroe County.”

Mel Montagne, Steve Russ, Joe 
Walsh, and Theresa Faber are con-
tinuing their terms as President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary re-
spectively.

Fair Insurance Rates in Monroe 
(FIRM) is a grassroots non-profit 
working for affordable and available 
wind and flood insurance for Monroe 
County.  FIRM’s efforts have resulted 
in over $500 million in catastrophe 
insurance savings for Monroe and a 
variety other related insurance bene-
fits. Residents can become members of 
FIRM at no cost and keep current with 
catastrophe insurance and mitigation 
issues at FIRMKeys.org. n

Monroe county fire 
rescue responds to 
shrimp boat fire on 
stock Island
Stock Island

Monroe County Fire Rescue was 
dispatched to a shrimp boat 

fire at Robby’s Marina on Stock Is-
land on Tuesday, July 23 at 4:38 
p.m. The area was cleared at 9:28 

p.m. There were no injuries. The 
steel-hulled boat was in the process 
of being salvaged and was de-fueled 
earlier that day.

Key West Fire Department and Na-
val Air Station Key West Fire Depart-
ment assisted with the operation. n

SB1 Monroe County Fire Rescue, Key West Fire Department, and Naval 
Air Station Key West Fire Department is on scene at a shrimp boat fire on 
Stock Island. Photo: Craig Marston/MCFR
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Key West Art & Historical Society celebrates 
the work of WPA artist Martha Watson Sauer at 
Custom House Museum
Key West Art & Historical Society 

honors the plein air work of Mar-
tha Watson Sauer in a solo exhibit 
which opens with a special reception 
on Friday, August 23 from 6:00pm 
-7:00pm and runs through November 
10, 2019 in the Bumpus Gallery at the 
Custom House Museum, 281 Front 
Street. Surroundings: Watercolors by 
Martha Watson Sauer pays tribute to 
more than half a century of Sauer’s 
work, which also include her personal 
effects and sketchbooks. 

Highlights include Key West ar-
chitecture, people, and landscapes 

as well as watercolors from Sauer’s 
extensive travels around Mexico, 
the Caribbean, Europe, and across 
the United States, and demonstrate 
a mastery that attracted the likes of 
artists employed by the Work Prog-
ress Administration sent to the island 
during the Great Depression to en-
courage tourism. 

For more information call Cori 
Convertito, Ph.D., at 305-295-6616 
x112, email her at cconvertitofarrar@
kwahs.org, or visit kwahs.org. Your 
Museums.  Your Community. It Takes 
an Island. n
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Mayor Teri Johnston 
proclaimed USS Billings 
Week July 29th thorugh 
Aug 3rd

As Key West readies to welcome the 
commissioning ceremony for the 

USS Billings, Mayor Teri Johnston has 
proclaimed July 29th through August 
3rd as USS Billings (LCS 15) Week.

The new warship is named for Bill-
ings, Montana, which has a proud his-
tory of producing the defenders of our 
nation with one in every 10 residents 
having served in the military.

“The men and women of USS Billings 
(LCS 15) proudly represent the core val-
ues of honor, courage, and commitment 
of the United States Navy,” reads the 
proclamation, “and will be forever wel-
come in Key West.” Although the Navy 
has been an integral part of the city since 

1822, the August 3rd commissioning is 
the second such honor for Key West. The 
USS Spruance was commissioned here in 
October of 2011. There ceremony will be 
held at 10 a.m. at the Mole Pier.

The commissioning of a ship is often 
referred to as its coming to life – it is the 
moment that the ship is put into active 
duty. Mayor Johnston, in the procla-
mation, said she salutes and commends 
“the officers and crew of USS Billings 
(LCS 15) and congratulate them on the 
Commissioning of the Navy’s newest 
and most advanced warship. 

I extend to them our wholehearted 
support and appreciation for all that 
they endeavor and do.” n

Members of the Navy League accepted the proclamation naming USS Bill-
ings Week from the City Commission.

“The men and women of USS Billings (LCS 15) 
proudly represent the core values of honor, 
courage, and commitment of the United States 
Navy,” reads the proclamation, “and will be 
forever welcome in Key West.”
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Free summer retreat offered for preteens and teens
Limited spaces are available for a free 

overnight camp for Monroe Coun-
ty youth ages 10-17, to be held August 
5-10 at the Melvin M. Jelsema Chil-
dren’s Center in Plantation Key. 

“We’re happy to make this special 
experience available at no cost to qual-
ifying youth,” said camp director Se-
bastian Rivera. This is the last of three 

camps held this summer, and youth 
attending the first two weeks had so 
much fun that they did not want to go 
home, Rivera said. 

Daily outings like Sky Zone, snor-
keling, and roller blading are funded 
in part by the Community Founda-
tion of the Florida Keys. Recreation, 
Life Skills, and Educational program-

ming is made possible thanks to the 
Ocean Reef Community Founda-
tion. A United Way of the Florida 
Keys grant funds meals and snacks 
prepared by a chef, from fresh and 
healthy ingredients. 

All other costs, including free trans-
portation to and from the Middle or 
Lower Keys, are covered by the Helen’s 

Hope Foundation along with county, 
state and federal grants.

Youth at-risk of making bad deci-
sions, who would benefit from a su-
pervised, structured environment are 
encouraged to apply for the free camp. 
For more information, contact Sebas-
tian Rivera at (786) 458-5174 or Chris-
ti Shortes at (305) 852-2882 x239. n

Hemingway Look-Alikes Give Scholarships to  
CFK Students
Key West, July 23

The “Papas” of the Hem-
ingway Look-Alike 

Society (HLAS) kicked-off 
the festivities of the famous 
Hemingway Look-Alike 
Contest by presenting 
$10,000 in scholarships to 
students at The College of 
the Florida Keys (CFK) on 
the stage of Sloppy Joe’s on 
July 18.  “Papa” Fred John-
son, HLAS Scholarship 
Chair, awarded three schol-
arships to students with 
literary talent and six schol-
arships to nursing students. 
He also presented the Ker-
mit “Shine” Forbes Schol-
arship, named for Hem-
ingway’s boxing sparring 
partner, to a CFK-bound 
Key West High School 
graduate.

The Hemingway Look-
Alike Society established 
the CFK scholarship 20 
years ago with the purpose 
of encouraging education 
and literary talent in the 
community where the leg-

endary writer called home 
in the 1930s and pro-
duced some of his most 
enduring literary works.  
The scholarship was later 
opened up to nursing stu-
dents.  To date, they have 
awarded 260 scholarships 
and built an endowment 
of $646,000 to fund fu-
ture scholarships for many 
years to come.

Johnson, who earned 
his “Papa” status by win-
ning the 1986 Heming-
way Look-Alike contest, 
credits the generosity of 
his fellow “Papas” for 
being able to contribute 
annually to CFK’s di-
rect-support organization, 
the Florida Keys Educa-
tional Foundation.  John-
son, along with his wife 
Jean and team of “Papas” 
and “Mamas,” collect do-
nations throughout the 
year and fundraise at vari-
ous events held during the 
Hemingway Days celebra-
tion to support the group’s 
ongoing philanthropic 

The Hemingway Look-Alike Society presents $10,000 in scholarships to CFK students.  Stand-
ing (L to R): “Papa 2013” Stephen Terry, CFK students: Emondina Derantin, Sarah Smith, Teresa 
Rodriguez, Rachel Rivet, Mariajose Muro, Emelia Fernandez Cardenas, Raquel Brady, Nadine 
Balbi; and “Papa 1986” Fred Johnson.

commitment to CFK students.
For more information about 

CFK and its scholarship oppor-
tunities, visit the College’s web-

site at www.fkcc.edu and for 
more information about how to 
give to the Florida Keys Educa-
tional Foundation, contact Dr. 

Frank Wood, CFK Vice President 
of Advancement and Foundation 
Executive Director, at 305-809-
3287. n
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Updated Community Resource Guides available
Florida Keys

United Way 
of the Flori-

da Keys (UWFK) 
is pleased to an-
nounce the re-
lease of the updat-
ed Florida Keys 

Community Resource Guide. Work-
ing in partnership with organizations 
throughout Monroe County, UWFK 
provides thousands of booklets as 
resources for the entire community. 

Residents are encouraged to use the 
Community Resource Guides as a re-
ferral source for services available in 
Monroe County.

All of the listings included in the 
printed version, as well as additional 
Disaster Resources, are available at 
KeysUnitedWay.org/CommunityRe-
sourceGuide. The online edition has 
the most up-to-date information, 
contains live website links and phone 
numbers where applicable, and is in 
a user-friendly format. A download-
able PDF copy of the Community 

Resource Guide is also available on 
the webpage.

Community Resource Guides are 
available to the public at locations 
throughout the Keys including the Flor-
ida Department of Health - Monroe 
County offices at the Gato Building in 
Key West, the Ruth Ivins Center in Mar-
athon, and the Roth Building in Tav-
ernier. Residents may email Resource-
Guide@KeysUnitedWay.org or call 
305-735-1929 for more information.

Set quantities are available to Monroe 
County organizations. Additional copies 

may be available for a suggested donation.
The Community Resource Guide is 

made possible through support from 
the Monroe County Homeless Services 
Continuum of Care, LowerKeys Med-
ical Center, and the Monroe County 
Sheriff’s Office. UWFK’s mission is 
to be the leader in community caring, 
making our community a better place 
for all Monroe County residents. Dis-
tributing the Community Resource 
Guide as a tool to better serve the Flor-
idaKeys community is one of the many 
ways this is accomplished. n
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305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

MYCEF brings Sailing back to the Middle Keys 
with the Mixer-In-the-Middle Regatta

Marathon Yacht Club Education 
Foundation/Middle Keys Sail-

ing held the first regatta in decades 
for Marathon, Saturday, July 20th on 
the azure waters off 33rd Street, with 
a pool party for skippers and crew at 
The Marathon Yacht Club. 

Ten knot winds greeted sailors on 
the flat, warm waters of the Gulf. Ear-
ly threatening thunderstorms failed 
to materialize as the sailing went on 
uninterrupted throughout the after-
noon on two overlapping modified 
Olympic courses.

Twenty boats in multiple classes 
under twenty feet vied for the covet-

ed crown of Sir or Dame Mix-Master, 
complete with a side mounted ball 

O’Pen Bic
Jack Shepard (1st)
Sage Russell (2nd)

Opti
Alexander Edlin (1st)
Reif Wallen (2nd)
Ethan Avigs (3rd)

Sunfish
Zuber Yacoe (1st)
David Scopino and Brady (2nd)
Arjen and Adrien Holdinga (3rd)

Laser
Max Troisi (1st)
Owen Yacoe (2nd)
Mia Troisi (3rd)

Flying Scot
Jim and Cheryl Signor (1st)
Jabbo Gordon, Sophia Hutchins, 
Ginger French (2nd)

Hobie 16
Ben Hermelin and Heidi Ruse (1st)
Carlos Rojas and Sarah Hackney (2nd)
Julian and Emma Ramsingh (3rd)

cap. Sailors came from all corners of 
Monroe County to participate in this 
pre-season regattato benefit youth sail-
ing education. Young and adult alike 
sailed alongside each other in a series 
of 5 races. Racing was fast and furious, 
with different classes mixing it up on 
the water. Tricky currents, wind shifts, 
and a difficult racecourse challenged 
sailors’  skills to the end, with many 
races decided within a few seconds. 

“Thank you to our generous spon-
sors, coaches, parents, volunteers and 
skippers for making this event such a 
huge success,” said Betsy Lefler, MY-
CEF Chair. “Congratulations to the 
winners, and let’s do this again.”

2019 Mixer in the Middle Regatta 
Results by Class:

For more information on youth sail-
ing education please contact Betsy Le-
fler at middlekeyssailing@mycef.edu n
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 08/01
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon – 5:00 pm

Cool Duo with Sam  
Ramos and Friend
6:45 pm - Midnight

Friday 08/02
Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon – 5:00 pm

Raven Cooper Band
6:45 pm - 11:45 pm

Saturday 08/03
Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon – 5:00 pm

Raven Cooper Band

6:45 pm - 11:45 pm 

Sunday 08/04
Michael McCloud & Friends
Noon – 5:00 pm

Jannik

6:45-11:00 pm 

Monday 08/05
RAVEN COOPER
Noon—5:00 p.m.

Black & Skabuddah 
6:45 - 11:00 pm 

Tuesday 08/06
Gary Hempsey
Noon – 5:00 pm

Tom Taylor
6:45 - 11:00 pm  

Wednesday 08/07
RAVEN COOPER
6:45 - 11:00 pm

Tony Baltimore
Noon - 5:00 pm

Wednesdays thru Sundays
9 pm - 1 am
Magician Frank Everhart, Jr. – Up 
close and personal magic in the Sail 
Loft at Schooner Wharf.

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 08/01
Blake Lankford 5pm
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 08/02
Brandon Hooker 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 08/03
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 08/04
Dr von Hilsheimer 1pm
Mrjorie Lee 8pm

Saturday 08/05
TBA

Saturday 08/06
Elmore’s Revenge 8pm

Saturday 08/07
 Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 8:00pm

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300
thegreenroomkeywest.com
n

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Thursday 08/01
Jason Lamson
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Ken Fairbrother
11:00pm - 3:00am

Friday 08/02
Joe the Show
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Nick Walker
11:00pm - 3:00am

Saturday 08/03
Nick Brownell
11:00pm - 3:00am

Sunday 08/04
Turner Harrison
4:00pm - 7:00pm

David Warren
11:00pm - 3:00am

Monday 08/05
Tim Hollohan
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Myles Mancuso
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Zach Lovering
11:00pm - 3:00am

Tuesday 08/06
SHASTINA
4:00pm - 7:00pm

TBD
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Chris Toler
11:00pm - 3:00am

Wednesday 08/07
BRANDON HOOKER
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Myles Mancuso
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Nick Brownell
11:00pm - 3:00am

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  
(305) 296-2807
bottlecapkeywest.com
n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—
doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  
FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 08/01
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 
Butler 5:30-7:30
Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 08/02
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Saturday 08/03
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Ericson Holt 8-11

Sunday 08/04
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 08/05
Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 
Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30
Larry Smith Jazz Jam 8-11

Tuesday 08/06
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 
Smith 5:30-7:30
Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 
Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 08/07
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 
Hiens 5:30-7:30
Chris Burchard & Company 8-11

The Jessie Brown returns 
to the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon
Jessie Brown, a singer-songwriter from 

Indiana, returns at the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon, 400 Front St. July 29 - 31, tak-
ing to stage for the late-afternoon gig, 
4:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Growing up in the heartland of In-
diana, Jessie has been passionate about 
music since she was a little girl. Her fam-
ily was part of a touring southern gospel 
group, and Jessie traveled and sang with 
them starting at age three until she was 
13. “I didn’t have what people probably 
think of as a traditional childhood,” she 
says. “But I feel so privileged to have had 
a background like that. I learned to love 
being on stage.”

It was also through her family that 
Jessie discovered a love of country mu-
sic. “I always listened to a lot of country 

music growing up,” she says. “My aunt 
and several members of my family al-
ways had it going.” 

She also says that southern gospel and 
country music have threads of the same 
roots, so writing and performing her 
own country songs feels very much like 
home to her.

Jessie knew that she wanted to be a 
country artist when she took the stage 
and performed the first song she wrote. 
“Music has always been a part of my 
life, but singing my own song was 
such an adrenaline rush,” she says. “I 
thought, this feels good and this feels 
right. It’s what I was created to do.”

Come on in to the Hog’s Breath Sa-
loon and meet the country sensation, 
Jessie Brown, for yourself. n

Chad Burch& Rusty 
Lemon at the Hog’s 
Breath Saloon

Tim Williams Band at the 
Hog’s Breath

Chad Burch are back at the Hog’s 
Breath Saloon, Aug. 1 - 4playing the 

mid-shift, 4:30 – 8:30 pm.
Key West resident Chad Burch has 

made a name for himself as a local 

favorite on the music scene. He has 
been featured on VH1 and spends 
two months every year performing on 
Martha’s Vineyard and all around New 
England. n

Philly-based singer-songwriter Tim 
Williams and his band play the 

Hog’s Breath Saloon, 4:30 – 8:30 p.m., 
July 29 – Aug4. Williams has two CDs, 

“We Begin” and “Blue Ribbon.” His 
shows are often comedic as well as mu-
sical. Stop in and be entertained with 
music and laughs. n
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S H O R T  A N S W E R S 
BY  J E F F  J O H N S O N n P A U L A  F O R M A N

Bad 
Boyfriend 
Blues 
My sister is dating a guy 
who’s a complete knuckle-
head. No job, no personal-
ity and tons of tattoos. We 
tried everything to knock 
sense into her. She recently 
moved in with him and it’s 
ruining her and her rela-
tionship with family and 
friends. Any advice?
Dear Concerned Sibling:
Now that you’ve said 
your piece -- make peace. 
The decision is hers to 
make, unless she is under 
18. More negativity from 
you is likely to bond 
them together — “us 
against the world” syn-
drome. Now, grin and 
bare it. Perhaps the scales 
will fall from her eyes. 

Money 
Talking
Dear Short Answers:
I have a friend who is success-
ful at her job, owns an expen-
sive apartment and only the 
best clothes. Every time we 
arrange to meet up, she has 
just come from her exclusive 
club or a spa.  Then she tells 
me how well she’s doing at 
her job and complains about 
money and the decreased 
value of her apartment. I’m 
mostly unemployed. I used to 
enjoy spending time with my 
friend but have been avoid-

ing her. Should I tell her that 
she’s incredibly insensitive or 
just write her off?
Friend has Money
Dear Friend has Money:
It is almost always worth 
the effort and the risk of 
telling a good friend that 
she has let you down. But 
think through what you 
want to say and separate 
your money worries from 
her insensitivity – they are 
two different issues.

You Go 
Girl!
Dear Short Answers:
For the past seven years, my 
husband has been saying that 
he is going to get his life in 
order. Now we have children 
and life is still the same. He 
is in a job that doesn’t pay, he 
drinks way too much, and we 
never have sex. I stay because 
of the kids, and because we get 
along as friends, but it is clear 
to me that I am not in love 
with him. I know I deserve 
more.  The question is, when 
do I go get more? When the 
kids are older or now?
Waiting
Dear Waiting:
You have clearly waited 
long enough. You sound 

very resolved that this 
relationship is over. Get 
out and get on with your 
life. Now.

New Wife,  
New Life?
Dear Short Answers:
I am dating a wonderful, 
understanding woman who 
I think could become my sec-
ond wife. How many details 
of my previous marriage (to 
an unstable, alcoholic wife 
who I continue to have con-
tact with regarding our kids) 
should I share with her?
Past Sins
Dear Past:
Tell her the truth about 
your first marriage. It is 
part of who you are and 
will certainly have some 
impact on your relation-
ship with her in the fu-
ture. The wonderful and 
understanding woman 
you describe is likely to be 
grateful for your candor, 
and a helpmate in dealing 
with issues that may arise 
concerning your kids and 
your ex.

I-Crazy
Dear Short Answers:
My kid just asked for an 
i-Pad. We are barely mak-
ing ends meet. But he says he 
needs it for school. What do 
I do?
i-Crazy
Dear i-Crazy:
Simple. Tell him no.
Life is complicated.  Short 
Answers isn’t.

Send a question about whatever is bothering you to KonkLife@shortanswers.net or go to 
www.shortanswers.net and a psychologist and sociologist will answer.  A selection of the best 
questions will be printed every week in KonkLife.

The Community Foundation of the Florida Keys receives a donation 
from the Key West Marriott Beachside Resort to help with its Commu-
nity Inniatives programs.  Shown are Cliff Taylor, Marriott Beachside 
GM, SFFK President and CEO Dianna Sutton, and Marriott Beachside 
Stephanie Wiese, Dir of Operations and Robert Lamberson, Dir of 
Rooms. Photo by Pete Arnow
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Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS

SHREK ROCKS THE WATERFRONT
SHREK THE MUSICAL will delight audiences of all ages with performances Friday, August 2nd 
at 7pm and Saturday, August 3rd at 2pm and 7pm.

This Junior version of the hit musi-
cal comedy is produced by the  Wa-

terfront Youth Theater, and sponsored 
in part by a Grant from the Commu-
nity Foundation of the Florida Keys. 
Tickets can be purchased on-line  at 
waterfrontplayhouse.org or by calling 
305-294-5015.

Based on the Dreamworks Anima-
tion Motion Picture and the Book by  
William Steig, the musical has a book 
and lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire, 
music by Jeanine Tesori and follows 
Shrek, a big green ogre and his jour-
ney  into the world to make his liv-
ing. Along his way he comes across a 
refugee caravan of fairytale creatures 

including Pinocchio, the Three Bears, 
the Three Little Pigs, the Big Bad 
Wolf, Peter Pan, an Ugly Duckling, 
a Fairy Godmother, a Wicked Witch, 
the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter, the 
Sugar Plum Fairy, Humpty Dumpty, 
and an Elf. They explain of their ban-
ishment from the Kingdom of Duloc, 
by order of the evil Lord Farquaad, 
who sentenced them into penal trans-
portation for being freaks, under pen-
alty of death if they ever return. 

Although hesitant, Shrek decides to 
travel to see Farquaad and try to regain 
his swamp, but his journey takes him 
to Duloc and back, fighting dragons 
and finding his true love. 

Directed by Tom Thayer, choreo-
graphed by Penny Leto, set design 
by Michael Boyer, drama instructor 
John McDonald and stage managed 
by Rena Dahlgren. The cast includes: 
Gannon Fox as Shrek, Meghan Barter 
as Fiona, DJ Mills as Donkey, Arthur 
Crocker as Lord Farquaard, Jake Fer-
guson as Pinocchio, Rylee Rich as Ugly 
Duckling, Juliana Strunk as Baby Bear, 
Kelci Grooms as Mama Bear, Mia 
Lee Cawvey as Wicked Witch,  Travis 
Thompson as Little Ogre, DeMarcus 
DeRoche as Guard, Cat Tucker as Pe-
ter Pan,  Angelina Diaz as Dragon, Ja-
mie Everitt as Gingy  and Ervin Tumm 
as the Big Bad Wolf. n
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Key West Art & Historical 
Society welcomes “Storm 
of the Century” author 
Willie Drye as Distinguished 
Speaker Series Guest
On Thursday, Sep-

tember 26, from 
6:00PM – 7:00PM, 
Key West Art & His-
torical Society wel-
comes Distinguished 
Speaker Series guest 
Willie Drye, author 
of “Storm of the Cen-
tury: The Labor Day 
Hurricane of 1935,” 
to the Helmerich Re-
search & Learning 
Center on the third 
floor of the Custom 
House Museum, 281 
Front Street. Drye 
will discuss how he 
originally came to 
write about the 1935 
hurricane, the people 
he met in the course of his research, and 
the hurricane itself. He will also present his 
newly released “Storm of the Century: The 
Labor Day Hurricane of 1935 – Revised 
Edition,” updated with additional details 
about the hurricane of 1935 as well as a new 
chapter devoted entirely to the 2017 Hurri-
cane Irma.

The original “Storm of the Century: The 
Labor Day Hurricane of 1935” published 
in 2002 and now out of print, is regarded 
by many as the definitive account of the 
devastating category 5 storm that made 

landfall Monday, September 2, 1935, destroy-

ing Henry Flagler’s Overseas Railroad and kill-

ing more than 400 people in the Florida Keys. 

Distinguished Speaker Series presentation tickets 

are $5 for KWAHS members, $10 for non-mem-

bers, and are available at kwahs.org/events. Early 

ticket purchase is recommended.  Sponsored by 

the Helmerich Trust, Southernmost Beach Re-

sort, and the State of Florida Division of Cultural 

Affairs. For more information, contact Danielle 

Holliday at 305-295-6616 ext114.  Your Muse-

ums.  Your Community.  It takes an Island. n
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Happy Hour, Lunch & Summer Specials!

Get TOP SHELF
placement in

KONK Life’s Summer
Specials page each

week, steering hungry
diners to you for

$50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

Free
Delivery!

Happy Hours
from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

Join Us Sunday for...
Watermelon Sangría  Passion Fruit Sangría
Local Art • Local Vendors • Local Products

Additional vendors of all types are
welcome to our Sunday Fun Day Brunch 

Fresh Produce Locally Grown!
JACK WOLF on Stage 1PM every Sunday

903 DUVAL STREET • 305-998-4389

Join us for The Jerry 
Garcia Birthday Bash at 
The Green Parrot
Please Join Reef Relief at The 

Green Parrot on August, 1st 
for our 4th Annual Jerry Garcia 
Birthday Bash! There will be a 
silent auction and a 50/50 raffle 
with proceeds benefitting Reef 
Relief. The Happy Dog will be 
bringing back Jerry Garcia’s and 
Grateful Dead music for three 
sets starting at 5:00pm and 
continuing until 12am. See you 
there!

Reef Relief is a nonprofit 
membership organization dedi-
cated to improving and protect-
ing our coral reef ecosystem. n

Thursday, August 1st 
 The Green Parrot Bar 

5pm-12am 

4th Annual Jerry Garcia 
Birthday Bash 

to Benefit 

Silent 
auction, 

raffle, and 
live music 
from The 

Happy Dog 
starting at 
5:30pm!
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Special Ed
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

From time to time a pet comes 
into at one of our campuses 

that  is truly unique. Sometimes 
it’s a physical attribute, like a 
missing leg or crinkled ear, other 
times it’s a personality trait like a 
silly bark or playful trot. We knew 
Ed was special from the very be-
ginning when he first arrived five 
years ago as a puppy at our Mar-
athon Campus. With his distinct 
head tilt and a wild hairdo Ed was 
not like the rest. 

Ed was diagnosed with an un-
known neurological disorder char-
acterized by slight tremors, a head 
tilt, spinning in circles and the 
occasional “outburst.” He did not 
have typical dog communication 
skills and would get frustrated 
trying to let staff and volunteers 
know what he wanted. Once he 
got worked up, he was very hard 
to calm down. He would bark and 
bark, run in circles and try to bite 
at your feet. He was seeking atten-
tion, and needed something, but 
what? It was a compassionate staff 

member who quickly grabbed Ed 
during one of his “episodes” and 
flipped him upside down like a 
baby. Immediately the tantrum 
stopped and Ed was sent into a 
shark-like trance. It was then we 
realized this sweet boy just wanted 
to be held. 

Staff and volunteers carried Ed 
around most of the day in a baby 
sling. He absolutely craved being 
held and was happiest when he 
was upside down in your arms. 
Although it made day to day 
tasks a little more challenging 
whilst carrying a dog around, it 
was what made Ed feel safe and 
comfortable. 

When Ed was adopted it was an 
exciting day for everyone! Some-
one had finally come along that 
understood his special needs. For 
five wonderful years Ed was happy 
in his home with his family. Until 
his mom got sick. Unable to care 
for herself anymore it was with a 
heavy heart that Ed was returned to 
our Marathon Campus and placed 
for adoption again. We had found 
that special someone once, but 
could there really be two families 
out there for a dog that needed so 
much special attention? 

One day a contractor working 
on some post-Hurricane Irma re-

pairs at our Marathon Campus 
noticed Ed and staff carrying him 
around like a baby. Curious, he 
asked his story and why Ed was al-
ways in someone’s arms. Turns out 
Josh and his wife have a soft spot 
for special needs dogs and were in-
terested in taking on the responsi-
bility of being Ed’s new family. We 
couldn’t believe it! Not one, but 
two happy adoption days for Spe-
cial Ed! Ed now lives on a boat and 
is currently sailing around the Ca-
ribbean. His new family says Ed is 
never far from their side and they 
love and adore him and the quirks 
that make him unique. (They have 
a strikingly similar hairdo as well!) 

Here at the Florida Keys SPCA 
we are committed to ensuring the 
animals in our care receive the 
absolute best care we can pos-
sibly give them until they find 
their forever families. In the case 
of Ed, that meant carrying a dog 
around in our arms, while work-
ing and caring for the hundreds 
of other animals at our shelter. As 
a no time limit shelter, as long as 
an animal is happy, healthy and 
adoptable, they can stay with us 
as long as they need to. Even if it 
requires a lot of extra love and a 
little extra work. To support our 
efforts in finding every homeless 

pet in paradise a forever family, your donations help 
pets like Special Ed. For more information on how 
you can become a part of our lifesaving mission, or 
for more on how you can adopt a pet into your home 
and heart contact me at Tammy@fkspca.org. n
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

BY ALBERT KELLEY

Stalking by its most basic definition 
is a willful, malicious, and repeat-

ed following or harassing of another 
person.  When we think of stalking, 
we often think of the cliché image: 
a guy in the bushes with binoculars; 
the guy following someone walking 
home, etc. However, stalking can also 
be repeated phone calls to an individ-
ual’s home or workplace, damaging or 
vandalizing personal property such as 
a house or a car, or repeatedly send-
ing unwanted gifts or letters. Unbe-
knownst to many, there are subcate-
gories of stalking. 

Coming up in this article are some 
words you might have never heard of, 
so here are their definitions accord-
ing to the Florida statutes. The term 
“harass” means to “engage in actions 
that cause a person a great deal of 
emotional distress for no legitimate 
purpose”. This basically means you 
can’t go outside someone’s house and 
yell that you’re going to kill them. 
Then there’s the “course of conduct” 
which is “a pattern of conduct com-
posed of a series of acts over a peri-
od of time, however short, which 
evidences a continuity of purpose”. 

An example would be someone com-
ing to a person’s home every day and 
leaving a threatening note in their 
mailbox. The term doesn’t include 
constitutionally protected activities 
such as picketing or other organized 
protests, so if you want to go in front 
of city hall at 4 p.m. every Sunday 
and yell about whatever, go ahead. 
Next there’s a “credible threat”. The 
blanket definition is “a verbal or non-
verbal threat, or a combination of 
the two, including threats delivered 
by electronic communication or im-
plied by a pattern of conduct, which 
places the person who is the target 
of the threat in reasonable fear for 
his or her safety or the safety of his 
or her family members or individuals 
closely associated with the person, 
and which is made with the apparent 
ability to carry out the threat to cause 
such harm.”  As it can be hard to ar-
ticulate if a threat has any weight, the 
decision is often made in court on a 
case by case manner. Lastly there’s the 
term “cyberstalk”.  This is a relatively 
new term, coming about in the early 
2000’s. It has the same legal guide-
lines as regular stalking but applies 
when the stalking is online. For exam-
ple, a person could be charged with 

cyber stalking if they repeatedly send 
emails to a person despite the victim 
making it clear they no longer wish to 
receive such messages. 

Stalking/cyberstalking/harassment 
is punishable as a first-degree misde-
meanor, unless there’s a violent threat 
involved, then it becomes a third-de-
gree felony. 

Related to cyberstalking is sending 
explicit images (a photograph, pic-
ture, motion picture, film, video, or 
digital representation). This can be a 
difficult area to enforce as it must be 
proven not to fall under freedom of 
speech. Thankfully there are laws to 
protect victims of these actions.  As 
individuals, we have a right to expect 
a reasonable expectation of privacy, 
unless we consent otherwise.  If the 
image was taken of a person depicted 
in a sexually explicit manner with-
out their consent and is released in a 
public way, even if to only one other 
person, it can lead to significant emo-
tional and physiological harm. To 
discourage this behavior, the statutes 
make the publishing of these images 
is a first-degree misdemeanor. 

The statute also mentions an un-
related issues: misuse of laser light-
ing devices. This statute arises due to 

the fear that shining a laser light at 
someone can cause.  Laser lights are 
often associated with firearms and as 
such, a laser light from an unknown 
source can create a well founded fear 
in a person. A person who willful-
ly and knowingly shines a laser at a 
law enforcement officer is guilty of 
a non-criminal violation (meaning 
they can be fined but will avoid jail). 
Anyone who shines a laser on a per-
son operating a car, boat, airplane 
or anything of the sort is guilty of a 
third-degree felony, unless it results 
in bodily harm or death, in which it 
becomes a second- felony.

Al Kelley is a Florida business law 
attorney located in Key West and pre-
viously taught business law, personnel 
law and labor law at St. Leo Universi-
ty.  He is also the author of four law 
books: (“Basics of Business Law” “Ba-
sics of Florida’s Small Claims Court”, 
“Basics of Florida’s Landlord/Tenant 
Law” and “Basics of Starting a Flor-
ida Business” (Absolutely Amazing 
e-Books)). This article is being offered 
as a public service and is not intended 
to provide specific legal advice.  If you 
have any questions about legal issues, 
you should confer with a licensed Flor-
ida attorney. n

Business Law 101 / STALKING
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Bahama Village Music Program Summer Recital 
Photos by Ralph De Palma
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Key West Weddings  
and Renewals

Packages starting at $250.
Ask about our Bachelorette Spa-rties!

(305) 293-WEDO (9336) 
www.keywestweddingsandrenewals.com

David Brooks, Ordained Minister

Spec ia l i ze  in  Beach  Weddings

Keys Democrats Fish & Sip 
Photos by Ralph De Palma
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Locals and visitors can explore art, architecture, 
and history at four Key West Art & Historical 
Society museums
Key West, July 24

Did you know that the four muse-
ums stewarded by Key West Art 

& Historical Society—Custom House 
Museum, Key West Lighthouse & 
Keepers Quarters, Fort East Martel-
lo Museum, and Tennessee Williams 
Museum—are listed in TripAdvisor’s 
“The 10 Best Museums in Key West?” 
And, the Society offers free admission 
to locals with ID on the first Sunday 
of each month, free admission daily to 
Monroe County students with a stu-
dent ID, and $5.00 admission daily 
for out-of-county student ID holders 
at all locations. Here is a sampling of 
what is happening now:

Custom House Museum, the iconic 
four-story architectural “crown jewel” 
of Key West and one of the finest exam-
ples of Richardsonian Romanesque ar-
chitecture in the U.S.. 281 Front Street:

“The Restless Eye // The Visions 
of Olga Manosalvas,” Bryan Gallery 
through September 30. The exhibit – 
a spectacular amalgam of acrylics, oils, 
embroidery and found objects - high-
lights the works of Florida Keys-based 
and internationally exhibited painter 
and sculptor Olga Manosalvas.

“Wish You Were Here: Postcards 
from Paradise,” Bumpus Gallery, 
through August 11, 2019, showcases 
more than 130 years’ worth of vin-
tage images taken from Key West 
Art & Historical Society’s archives, a 
repository that contains over 2,000 
collected and digitized postcards. 
The exhibit features aesthetically 
engaging cards in original, reproduc-
tion, and enlarged formats as well as 

information on the many facets of 
postcard collecting and their influ-
ence on social, economic, and archi-
tectural history. 

Ongoing: Guy Harvey’s “The Old 
Man and The Sea” sketches, 59 orig-
inal pen-and-ink drawings inspired by 
Hemingway’s “The Old Man and The 
Sea,” created by internationally ac-
claimed artist and conservationist Guy 
Harvey when he was a teenager. 

Ongoing: “Overseas to the Keys: 
Henry Flagler’s Overseas Railway” 
celebrates an important part of Flor-
ida Keys history and the incredible 
engineering feat that joined mainland 
Florida to Key West. Outstanding ele-
ments include a railroad car that trans-
ports visitors back to the early 1900s, 
an oversized map of the Florida Keys, 
home video shot from the railroad in 
the 1920s, and related objects and 

ephemera from the Society’s perma-
nent collection. Supported by the Wil-
liam R. Kenan Jr. Charitable Trust, 
Thomas Kenan, the Monroe County 
Tourist Development Council, and 
Lamont Harris.

Ongoing: “Tennessee Williams 
– The Playwright and the Painter,” 
Inner Vecchie Gallery. One of the 
most prolific playwrights of the 20th 
century and a Key West resident for 
more than 30 years, Tennessee Wil-
liams took up painting in the 1960s. 
The gallery showcases 15 of his 
paintings dating from the 1970s, all 
bequeathed to Key West Art & His-
torical Society by friend and benefac-
tor David Wolkowsky.

Fort East Martello Museum, a Civ-
il War era fort constructed to provide 
protection against enemy sea assault 
and now one of the finest preserved 

examples of Martello style military ar-
chitecture in the United States. 3501 
South Roosevelt Blvd:

“Stanley Papio – Junkyard Rebel,” 
a permanent exhibit of more than 
100 sculptural objects and three-di-
mensional constructions that gives 
tribute to the American folk artist 
who saw art where others saw junk. 
For more than three decades, the re-
bellious welder-turned-metal-artist 
transformed the “trash” in his Key 
Largo yard into extraordinary works 
of art, many of them comical and 
caustic commentary on neighbors 
and naysayers. Today, Papio is cele-
brated annually during the Key West 
Art & Historical Society Papio Kinet-
ic Sculpture and Art Bike Parade

“Ghosts of East Martello,” a per-
manent exhibit of the world’s most 
famous haunted doll whose mesmer-
izing and eerie history began just af-
ter the turn of the 20th century when 
he was created by the Steiff Company 
and given to young Gene Otto, son of 
a prominent Key West doctor. Delve 
into the bizarre but true lore of Carl 
Tanzler, self-proclaimed Count von 
Cosel, and his passion for the beauti-
ful, but unfortunately deceased, Elena 
Milagro Hoyos Mesa, with whom he 
lived until 1940, when he was arrest-
ed for grave robbery and possession of 
a dead body. 

A destination for Tennessee Wil-
liams enthusiasts and scholars, the 
exhibit showcases displays objects 
from his life and work while living 
in Key West from 1949 until his 

The Custom House Museum, 281 Front Street, is one of four museums 
stewarded by Key West Art & Historical Society where locals can enjoy 
free admission on the first Sunday of each month.

 X Continued on page 25
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to offer. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

death in 1983. The collection of historic, 
archival materials keeps alive the impor-
tance of his legacy and offers the largest 
collection of Williams’ memorabilia and 
literary artifacts available to the public. 
Displays include artist Jane Rohrschnei-
der-Carper’s model of the playwright’s 
home at 1431 Duncan Street, first edi-
tion plays and books, images from the 
late local photographer Don Pinder, and 
original steps from the film adaptation of 
Williams’ play “The Rose Tattoo,” which 
was filmed entirely in Key West. 

For more information on these and 
other Society exhibits - including WPA 
art and works of folk artist Mario Sanchez 
– along with hours of operation, mem-
bership and volunteer opportunities, visit 
kwahs.org. n

Locals and visitors....
 X Continued from page 24

This season, DKW is proud to 
bring you more innovative per-

formances, events and outreach, 
including Flock + Treasure, a dance 
duo project by Kyla Piscopink & 
Jordan Fife Hunt. Flock + Treasure 
will debut in NYC at Dixon Place 
on December 30th. The rest of 
DKW’s 2019-2020 season will be 
announced soon.

Founded in 2008, Dance Key 
West is a 501c3 nonprofit organiza-
tion. DKW’s mission is to support 
and produce the artistic vision of 
Kyla Piscopink, to promote the art 
of dance, and to share the experience 
of the art form by engaging individ-

uals, the underserved community of 
Key West, and communities beyond. 

DKW is committed to creating 
innovative dance projects & pro-
ductions. DKW artistic director 
Kyla Piscopink explains, “It is im-
perative as artists that we get out-
side of our comfort zone and take 
risks that challenge our perceived 
boundaries. Without risk, there’s no 
growth.” Thus far, the company has 
demonstrated some pretty impres-
sive growth - performing at New 
York Fashion Week, Dixon Place, 
Lincoln Center, Triskelion Arts, 
and all over the beaches, streets & 
stages of Key West.

In addition to creating and per-
forming, DKW has also developed 
and implemented community 
outreach programs including The 
ReMARCable Dance Project and 
BVMP Dance &  Technique, both 
free of cost to the participants. These 
community outreach programs are 
growing with every passing year, 
and Piscopink credits the growth 
to wonderful partnerships with 
Bahama Village Music Program & 
MARC, along with generous sup-
port from the community.

To learn more, or to make a 
tax-deductible donation, please vis-
it: dancekeywest.org. n

DKW announces innovative 
performances, events and outreach
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos Contributed

Most houses and com-
mercial buildings sit 

forever on the parcel of land where 
they were built.

In the famously non-conformist 
Conch Republic, however, it is de-
lightfully apropos that citizens have 
been breaking that particular mould 
for well over a century. Without elec-
tric wires or plumbing to deter the 
process, some of Key West’s most in-
teresting buildings were rolled to new 
locations around town in the early 
days of the settlement.

The four-bedroom, three-bathroom 
home at 1424 White St. has a backstory 
that’s even more intriguing. This house, 
currently listed with Realtor Mike 
Caron of Keller Williams Key West 
Compass Realty, once stood on Caro-
line Street, in the heart of Old Town. 
It was later moved to White Street – 
then completely rebuilt inside its own 
footprint – to live yet another life, as 
a wonderfully repurposed and solidly 
constructed single family home.

In its third and current manifes-
tation, this perfect blend of classic 
Conch architecture and modern con-
venience graces an over 4,000 square-
foot lot in the desirable Casa Marina 
area of Key West. With its original 

entrance way pillars left as a graceful 
reminder of its 1928 construction, 

the nearly 2,400 square feet of living 
space was rebuilt by an award winning 

builder from the ground up in 2003. 
Much like Key West’s “new” city hall, 
it was reconstructed with top-quality 
materials inside its own shell – then 
revealed as a brand new home.

Beautiful whitewashed Dade 
County Pine walls greet visitors en-
tering the front door, with a large 
staircase leading to the three upstairs 
bedrooms. The two second floor guest 
bedrooms have a large renovated 
bathroom between them, with beau-
tiful turquoise quartz countertops 
and glass tiled walls.

The two-room master suite features 
a cathedral ceiling and a large bath-
room also in turquoise. The downstairs 
fourth bedroom is currently being 
used as an office, and boasts another 
completely renovated bathroom.

The residence’s large, open con-
cept first floor is a great place for 
dining/entertaining, as are the pri-
vate rear gardens, with their mature 
landscaping, Ipe decking, and heat-
ed cocktail pool, constructed in the 
home’s original cistern.

The chef ’s kitchen was redesigned 
in 2018 and features beautiful Vadara 
counters, an under counter beverage 
cooler, five-burner gas cooktop, wine 
refrigerator, and top-of-the-line stain-
less steel appliances.

The possibilities for this property 
abound, from a year round home to 

A classic White Street home, ready for your  
own ‘transformation’

This stately yet sturdy home is a perfect blend of Old World design and 
New World construction.

High ceilings and large rooms make this house a great vacation home 
or long-term rental unit.
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a wonderful luxury rental, in a part 
of Key West known for its dining and 
shopping options, art galleries, beach-
es, dog park, and bocce courts. A great 
neighborhood to call home.

The storied house is about to un-
dergo its third transformation – to be-
come YOUR new home!

Make an appointment for a show-
ing today. Then start making plans 

to move into this splendid neighbor-
hood showpiece. The fabulous proper-
ty at 1424 White St. is being offered at 
just $2,190,000.

For more information, or to set up a 

showing, call listing agent Mike Caron, of 
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty 
at 508-269-8565, emailmike@caronkey-
west.com, or visit www.caronkeywest.com.

Keysscribe@aol.com

The current owners are willing to negotiate the purchase of their high 
quality furniture.

A large rear yard is a great place to relax with friends and enjoy the ma-
ture landscaping and heated pool.

This completely remodeled kitchen is a gourmet chef’s dream!

A his-and-hers bathroom separates two of the three second-floor  
bedrooms.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Contact us to view our current listings!

58 Palm Drive
Saddlebunch Key • 3BD/2BA 

Great Starter Home! 
Reduced! $475,000

1119 Whitehead St. 
Old Town • 3BD/2BA

Chef’s Kitchen & Island Style
$1,495,000

Curious what your home is worth? Call us today!
Congratulations to our Seller! Recently Sold! 

1324 Seminary Street, Unit A

1

See Map

See Map

2

See Map

5
See Map

4
3
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No expense was spared during the 2003 remodeling.

Heart-of-pine flooring adds yet more practical character to this neighbor-
hood showpiece home.

Outdoor dining is a breeze in this house’s spacious rear yard.

See Map

6
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

2

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 165 Cutlass Avenue, Cudjoe Gardens 4BR/3BA ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750

2 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

3 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

4 1119 Whitehead St. 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

5 58 Palm Drive 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

6 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

6

5

4
3 

Cudjoe Key

1
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Century 21 Island Life Preferred Properties 19/07/19  $599,000  $,80,000 2601 Roosevelt Blvd, #302B 1967 Condo 2 Yes 3

Homelister, Inc. Sunny Keys Realty 19/07/19  $429,000  $415,000 3362 Pearl Ave 1980 Townhouse 2 No 3

Truman & Co. BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 18/07/19  $1,275,000  $1,250,000 1215 Duncan St 1963 Single Fam 2 No 2

Preferred Properties Location 3 Real Estate 19/07/19  $895,000  $820,000 1706 Seminary St 1959 Single Fam 3 No 2

Coastal Collection Coastal Collection 19/07/19  $2,100,000  $2,100,000 1209 Laird St 2018 Single Fam 4 No 2

At Home in Key West Coldwell Banker Schmitt 22/07/19  $549,000  $532,500 1336 Duncan St 1969 Condo 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 22/07/19  $129,000  $95,000 1801 Roosevelt Blvd, #12 0 No 2

Century 21 All Keys BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 24/07/19  $809,000  $795,000 1800 Atlantic Blvd, 126C 1984 Condo 2 Yes 2

Beach Club Brokers Keys of the Keys Realty 16/07/19  $745,000  $700,000 1005 Eaton St 1924 Duplex 3 No 1

Lokation Real Estate Coastal Collection 18/07/19  $1,590,000  $1,450,000 215 Whitehead St 1938 Single Fam 3 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Key West Luxury Real Estate 22/07/19  $1,950,000  $1,800,000 528 Front St 2005 Commercial 0 No 1

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of July 17th, 2019 to July 24th, 2019



 


