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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

One vote.
Just one vote 

made the difference be-
tween ending the Mall 
on Duval pilot program 

and keeping it going for the next few 
months. A last-minute barrage of crit-
icism of the six-month test that closes 
three blocks of Duval Street to vehicles 
on the weekend almost sealed its fate, 
with several business owners on the af-
fected three blocks saying the Mall is 
costing them customers and money.

Despite the fact no one had heard 
anything from the negatively impact-
ed businesses, primarily art galleries 
in the 600 block of Duval, until about 
two weeks ago, commissioners were 

concerned enough by the complaints 
to discuss ending the pilot program 
immediately. Ultimately, a single-vote 
majority agreed to a compromise, vot-
ing 4-3 to extend the pilot program to 
November instead of next February, as 
was originally proposed. 

“This agenda item has turned into 
a highly emotionally-charged issue in 
the last two weeks,” Mayor Teri John-
ston, a strong supporter of the Mall, 
observed.

A large crowd packed the commis-
sion meeting, including a contingent 
put together by Carl Fischer, President 
of the newly-formed Central Duval 
District, a coalition of several busi-
nesses in and around the Mall that 
have worked to keep it open since it 
began in February. Those supporters 
wore t-shirts saying, “We Love Mall 

on Duval,” and several spoke in sup-
port of extending the pilot program. 
Joseph Madrid, an employee at Tuck-
er’s Provisions, 611 Duval St., read a 
letter from the owner, Kurt Mataraz-
zo, supporting the Mall. So did Mau-
reen Johnston, manager of Willie T’s 
restaurant, 525 Duval. Ed Russo, who 
owns The Green Pineapple, 1130 Du-
val St., with his wife, said the Mall has 
brought local residents back to Duval.

“I’ve seen so many people there that 
I haven’t seen in years and years and 
years. It’s becoming the place to be,” he 
told commissioners.

“Mall on Duval has brought activ-
ity back to our area, which is helping 
our businesses,” said Joey Schroed-
er, the owner of multiple commercial 
buildings in the 700 and 800 blocks of 
Duval.

But an equally passionate group of 
business owners said the Mall has driv-
en people off of the sidewalks and into 
the streets. As a result, several art gal-
leries, which depend on their window 
displays to bring people into the store, 
are hurting.

“The Mall seems to suck the people 
away from our storefront along the pe-
destrian sidewalk, for which we pay a 
premium compared to other locations, 
and into the streets away from the gal-
lery,” said Kellie Alpert who operates 
an art gallery at 601 Duval St.

“We had already seen a reduction 
in our sales,” said Amber Shaffer, who 
owns Wyland Gallery, 623 Duval, 
with her husband, Jay. “When [Duval] 
started to be closed earlier [2 pm Fri-
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day through Sunday, instead of 
the original 5 pm], that just in-
creased our negative situation.”

What caught commissioners’ 
attention were statistics present-
ed by Dan Dingeman, owner of 
Mangos Restaurant, 700 Duval 
Street, which has seen a 13.5 per-
cent reduction in monthly sales 
year over year since the pilot pro-
gram began in February. Ding-
eman said he recently surveyed 
all 64 businesses in the 500, 600 
and 700 blocks of the Mall to see 
if the owners and/or managers 
were in favor of it.

“Forty of them, 63 percent, 
have said this hurts their busi-
ness. Sixty-three percent! I don’t 
know what else you have to hear 
from us,” he said.

Commissioner Greg Davila 
was startled by those numbers 
and proposed that the Mall pi-
lot program only be extended 
through October to give city 
staff time to do its own survey 
of business owners to corrobo-
rate Dingeman’s statistics. Ulti-
mately, he agreed to extend the 

program through November, as 
proposed by Commissioner Jim-
my Weekley. But Davila said that 
while he has heard from “lots of 
people” who like the Mall, he 
doesn’t want to do anything to 
hurt local business owners.

“If we’re hurting half of the 
businesses, if they still say no [at 
the end of November], I’m not in 
favor of continuing this,” he said.

Commissioners Clayton Lo-
pez, Billy Wardlow and Mary 
Lou Hoover voted against ex-
tending the pilot program. 
Wardlow said it was time to pull 
back the program “and go back 
to the drawing board.” Hoover 
proposed stopping the Mall for 
three months to assess its impact.

“Somehow, I think we’ve 
missed the mark,” she said.

But Johnston and Weekley 
pleaded for more time to work 
out the issues voiced by the op-
posing business owners. Weekley 
pointed out the city has been 
discussing shutting down all or 
portions of Duval Street to traf-
fic since 1985 and the pilot pro-
gram is the first time the idea has 
taken shape.

“We need to be able to con-

tinue this and get through the is-
sues that are separating us now,” 
he said.

Commissioner Sam Kaufman 
agreed.

“If we pull the plug on it now, 
it could be another 30 years until 
the momentum is created again 
to try to do something like this,” 
he said, adding, “We’re sort of 
stuck in the middle here. We 
don’t want to hurt the businesses 
but we don’t want to pull it away 
from people who really like it.”

Johnston said she was sur-
prised to hear the recent com-
plaints, pointing out that there 
has been a weekly public meeting 
since the Mall began in February 
open to all business owners. No 
one had said anything negative 
about the pedestrian walkway 
until the last two weeks, she said.

“There are a handful of people 
that didn’t have any suggestions, 
don’t want to make it work and 
want to cut the program off. I 
just don’t think that’s what this 
program is about,” she said. “It’s 
about trying to create a better ex-
perience on a street that I think 
we can all admit is well worn at 
this point.” n
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Mall on Duval...
 X Continued from page 3

BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

Israel barred two US brown skin 
Democratic Congresswomen 

from entering their country be-
cause an American President said 
it would be “weak” to allow his 
political rivals in. Using partisan 
domestic politics, in both coun-
tries, to sully democratic and dip-
lomatic principles, is a dangerous 
precedent - and this isn’t the first 

time for either ruler. A healthy 
non-political and non-partisan 
relationship between these two 
close allies is essential for both, 
and this episode is a violation.

The corrupt political lead-
er of each of these two de-
mocracies violated precedent, 
tradition, diplomacy and the 
welfare of their countries, for 
political gain. Their actions 
were unAmerican, undemo-

cratic and dumb.
The good news is the imme-

diate and bipartisan outrage 
and criticism in both nations - 
from Americans, Israelis and the 
American Jewish community.  
Insecure autocrats and dictators 
are afraid of free speech, open de-
bate and criticism; democracies 
welcome them as opportunities 
to improve, educate, persuade 
and develop concensus. n

Unamerican and Undemocratic



F L O R I D A  K E Y S

5
www.konklife.com • AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 4, 2019

Experiment in International Living
BY EMILY BRACHER  

Founded in 1932, the Experiment 
in International Living (EIL) is 

an immersive learning program for 
students around the globe. For up to 
a month, young individuals get to ex-
plore a foreign country where they fo-
cus on different ideas and learn about 
about the area surrounding them.With 
topics like cultural discovery in Spain 
or ecology in Ecuador, new knowledge 
gained and experiences made is the 
overall goal.

Key West High School has been 
working with the Experiment for the 
past 5-7 years. This year, over 10-15 

students from the high school were giv-
en the opportunity to take part in this 
program. Lindsay Moore, Takestock di-
rector, helped a lot of the students with 
the application progress. “The process 
of traveling to a different country, meet-
ing new people. They gain indepen-
dence. It’s like an ever evolving learning 
experience,” Moore explains.

Eric Barter, sophomore, made his 
way to Thailand this summer where he 
explored temples and ziplined through 
the mountains. He got to experience 
daily life in a Thai village when he 
stayed with his host family. “While 
I was there I saw how different life 
was,”Eric states. “If I hadn’t thrown my 

myself into adventures, I Would have 
never gone ziplining in the mountains, 
and eaten bugs in the street markets of 
Bangkok. You’re really only there once, 
so make it count.” 

Another sophomore from the high 
school, Jamison Klettheimer, crossed 
the pond and made it to Germany, 
where she studied the European Union 
and international relations. “I think it 
has changed me as I am more inde-
pendent and it really steered me from 
what I thought I wanted to do some-
thing I like even more,” she explains. 
“Pick something that you really love 
or even something that’ll take you out 
of your comfort zone but do it because 
it’s worth it for the experience and the 
memories you make.” 

Every program came with two, Amer-
ican, group leaders. Darriel McBride 
was one of the Journalism and Media 
in the U.K. group leaders. “I decided 
to become a group leader because I love 
to travel and I love working with high 
school students,” Mcbride elaborates. “I 
enjoyed the one on one conversations I 
had with each of the students and dis-
covering what we all had in common.” 

At least one time throughout the 
school year, a representative from EIL 
will make an appearance at the school.. 
They will share information about the 
program, scholarship opportunities 
through the school, and alumni sto-
ries. For more information about the 
program, visit the website www.exper-
iment.org. n

Eric Barter, sophomore, strokes an elephant at the elephant nature park 
in Thailand. According to Eric, this was his favorite moment of the trip. 
“To see these massive mammals who has been tortured by their owners 
finally get the treatment they deserved was amazing,” Eric exclaims.
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Key West, August 20

Take Stock in Children scholarship 
applications are now available 

in Monroe County middle and high 
schools. Students in grades 7 – 10 who 
meet the income and academic guide-
lines should apply for this unique col-
lege scholarship & career readiness 
opportunity. 

“This is an outstanding program 
that offers much more than a college 
scholarship to eligible candidates. Our 
students meet once a week for 45 min-
utes during the school year with their 
volunteer mentor, they participate 
in college and career readiness work-
shops, and receive assistance from their 
college success coach while in middle 
and high school,” explains TSIC pro-
gram coordinator Chuck Licis. 

Eligible TSIC students sign a con-
tract promising to earn passing grades 
each grading period, maintain good 

attendance and behavior, attend col-
lege/career readiness workshops, meet 

weekly with their mentor, and remain 
crime and drug free. Upon successful 
completion of the Take Stock in Chil-
dren program, high school graduates 
receive access to a Florida Prepaid tui-
tion scholarship!

“Whether their goal is to earn an 
associate’s or bachelor’s degree, or an 
industry certificate,” Licis said, “our 
team of TSIC success coaches and 
mentors along with their teachers and 
parents help guide and motivate the 
TSIC scholars towards their dream of 
attending the Florida college, universi-
ty, or technical college or their choice.”

Take Stock in Children is the flagship 
program of the Monroe County Educa-
tion Foundation. Over 700 scholarships 
have been granted to Monroe County 
students since 2000, and over 70% of 

 X Continued on page 7

Commemorative 
tributes for 
people and pets
Key West resident Buster Brown stands by his own 

personalized commemorative brick, set into the 
waterfront walkway adjacent to the Custom House 
Museum. Would you like to be memorialized like Bust-
er and other notable characters? A limited number of 
personalized commemorative bricks are available now 
and—purchased for yourself, your business, a friend, or 
a pet—support the ongoing costs of keeping the Cus-
tom House a beacon of historic preservation. To order 
a brick and leave your legacy in Key West, contact Key 
West Art & Historical Society Membership Coordina-
tor Kim Livingston at 305-295-6616, ext. 106, or go to 
kwahs.org and click on “Support” then “Buy a Brick.” n

Mentor Mark Roby, TSIC 2019 Grad Tristian Woolery, TSIC 2019 Grad Cole 
Yeager, and TSIC Program Coordinator Chuck Licis.

Take Stock in Children 2019-2020 Scholarship 
Applications available
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those students have earned a college de-
gree or career certificate. Well above the 
national average! For more information, 
visit www.monroecountyedfound.com. 
Contact a Take Stock in Children Col-
lege Success Coach at a school near you 

for an application of more information.
Completed TSIC scholarship ap-

plications for the current year must be 
submitted by Friday, September 13, 
2019. Applications and required doc-
uments may be returned to the front 
office of each middle or high school or 
mailed to Take Stock in Children, PO 
Box 2561, Key West, FL 33045. n

City Commission 
Honors Outgoing Board

The Key West City Commission, 
during Tuesday’s regular meet-

ing, gave recognition to the members 
of the Truman Waterfront Advisory 
Board. The board, now that the Tru-
man Waterfront Park is nearing com-
pletion, has been sunsetted.

Mayor Teri Johnston noted that the 
waterfront park is nearing the final 
phase of development with the cre-
ation of multiuse sports fields.

“Over the years,” she said, “there 
have been hundreds of people in-
volved in this. We seated a board in 
2009 to oversee construction of the 
park. It was a tremendous effort by a 

lot of people.”
Mayor Johnston then named the 

men and women who served on the 
board:

Al Sullivan and Jim Gilleran served 
for ten years, from its inception until 
the board was dissolved this month.

Robert Cintron came on the board 
in 2012, Ben Volpian in 2015, and 
Colleen Mellies in 2016.

In addition, Mayor Johnston gave 
a shout out to other members of the 
community who dedicated many 
hours and months to ensuring the 
park encompassed the vision and 
needs of the Key West community. n

City Commissioner Mary Lou Hoover, TWAB members Jim Gilleran, Ben 
Volpian and Robert Cintron, and Mayor Teri Johnston.

Take Stock...
 X Continued on page 6

L - R Greg Wheeler, CFO Wesley House Family Services; Brittani Hard-
en, Southernmost Bocce League; Beth Barrett, CEO Wesley House 
Family Services.
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Key West Art & Historical Society Invites Public to 
Experience Free Key West Historic Marker Tours
Key West, Aug 21

Key West Art & Historical Society 
invites locals and tourists to expe-

rience a multi-platform, self-guided, 
and free tour program of Key West’s 
historic sites devised to highlight the 
island’s unique multi-cultural history 
and heritage through the Key West 
Historic Marker Tours website and 
phone app.

Originally designed and launched 
by Bruce Neff under the auspices 
of Key West Historic Markers Inc., 
the program merged with Key West 
Art & Historical Society in 2018.  It 
consists of three primary elements: 

a map of cultural and museum at-
tractions featuring 121 historic loca-
tion markers that pay tribute to Key 
West’s colorful past, phone apps that 
act as a personal museum docent 
to support those taking the self-led 
walking tours, and a comprehensive 
website at KWHMT.org that pro-
vides a virtual tour of Key West, his-
toric background and community in-
formation, digital collections of local 
postcards and cigar box art, and links 
to Google maps. 

Key West has one of the largest his-
toric districts with the densest amassing 
of historic frame vernacular buildings 
in the country. The island’s history 

encompasses unique architecture, Civ-
il War forts, famous authors’ homes, 
connection to wars and revolutions, 
once-thriving turtle and sponging in-
dustries, sunken treasure galleons, slave 
ships, Flagler’s railroad, boom and bust 
economies, and much more.

To plan your own tour, visit the Key 
West Historic Marker Tour website at 

KWHMT.org, download the free Key 
West Historic Marker Tour phone app 
at keywest.oncell.com, or call 305-
507-0300 for a free Key West “Voices 
of History” phone tour. For more in-
formation, contact curator Cori Con-
vertito, Ph.D., at 305-295-6616 x112. 
Your Museums.  Your Community.  It 
takes an Island. n

The 327-foot U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Ingham, docked at 0 Southard 
Street at Truman Waterfront, is designated Historic Marker number 26 of 
121 on the Key West Historic Marker Tours.

The Key West Writers Guild will meet  Saturday, September 14, 2019 from 

9:00 A.M. to noon in the Conference Room at the Condominiums at 2601 

S. Roosevelt Blvd., Key West Florida. 

Enter through the gate just to the left of the flagpoles. Please park across 

the street on South Roosevelt (Free Parking). For questions, call 904-403-

0866. n

Key West Writers Guild 
Meeting Saturday, 
September 14 2019
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Key West, Aug 21

On Thursday, September 26, 
from 6:00PM – 7:00PM, Key 

West Art & Historical Society wel-
comes Distinguished Speaker Series 
guest Willie Drye, author of “Storm 
of the Century: The Labor Day 
Hurricane of 1935,” to the Helmer-
ich Research & Learning Center on 
the third floor of the Custom House 
Museum, 281 Front Street. Drye 
will discuss how he originally came 

to write about the 1935 hurricane, 
the people he met in the course of 
his research, and the hurricane it-
self. He will also present his new-
ly released “Storm of the Century: 
The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935 – 
Revised Edition,” updated with ad-
ditional details about the hurricane 
of 1935, along with a new chapter 
devoted entirely to Hurricane Irma, 
which struck the Keys in 2017.

Drye, also author of the IPPY 
Award-winning “For Sale-American 

Paradise: How Americans Were Sold 
an Impossible Dream in Florida,” 
has been a reporter and editor for 
more than 35 years and has written 
extensively about hurricanes, torna-
does, tsunamis, and other topics for 
National Geographic since 2003. 
The original “Storm of the Century: 
The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935,” 
published in 2002 and now out of 
print, is regarded by many as the 
definitive account of the devastating 
category 5 storm that made landfall 

Monday, September 2, 1935, de-
stroying Henry Flagler’s Overseas 
Railroad and killing more than 400 
people in the Florida Keys. 

Sponsored by the Helmerich Trust, 
Marriot Beachside Hotel, and the 
State of Florida Division of Cultural 
Affairs, early ticket purchase is rec-
ommended. Distinguished Speak-
er Series presentation tickets are 
$5 for KWAHS members, $10 for 
non-members, and are available at 
kwahs.org, click ‘tickets.’ n

• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!

Key West Art & Historical Society welcomes 
“Storm of the Century” author Willie Drye as 
Distinguished Speaker Series Guest

Hurricane expert and award-winning author Willie Drye is to appear as 
Key West Art & Historical Society Distinguished Speaker Series guest on 
Thursday, September 26. (Contributed photo)
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Stuff the Bus for Monroe 
County Students’ Success
In Monroe County, 54% of families with 

children cannot afford life’s basic neces-
sities. Many of these children begin the 
school year without school supplies such 
as pencils, backpacks, books, and other 
items they need to succeed in school.

United Way of the Florida Keys’ 
Stuff the Bus program provides school 
supplies for these children, ensuring 
they have the tools to excel this aca-
demic year. Working closely with the 
Monroe County School District, each 
school uses the funds raised to purchase 
exactly the items their students need.

The success of Stuff the Bus is only 
possible through the continued generos-
ity of individuals, businesses, and civic 
groups in Monroe County. Every dollar 
collected for Stuff the Bus goes directly 
toward purchasing supplies. Financial 
donations allow the program to expand 
beyond backpacks, paper and crayons to 
include important educational devices 
like graphing calculators, equipment for 
children with special needs and other 
tools necessary for the school year.

Donations may be made before 
August 31:
• Online at KeysUnitedWay.org by 

clicking on the red Donate button
• By checks mailed to PO Box 2143, 

Key West, FL, 33045
Other ways to support Monroe Coun-

ty students:
• Make a donation to “Tools for 

Back to School” at Publix checkout 
counters in August.

• Sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able for businesses and organizations

• Attend a Stuff the Bus event. Do-
nations will be accepted August 6 
at Bottle Cap Lounge in Key West, 
hosted by the Rotary Club of Sunset 
Key West; or, bring a $10 admission 
donation on August 22 to the Holi-
day Inn in Key Largo, hosted by the 
Key Largo Chamber of Commerce. 
More details at KeysUnitedWay.
org/StuffTheBus2019.

Everyone is encouraged to join UWFK 
in supporting efforts to send Monroe 
County children back to school prepared 
for the new academic year. n

Key Largo elementary students have comfy new seats for reading time 
thanks to STB funding.
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The Board of Governors of the Com-
munity Foundation of the Florida 

Keys (CFFK) is pleased to announce 
that after a four-month national search 
Jennifer McComb has been hired as 
CFFK’s new President and CEO, effec-
tive October 1st. Jennifer is a resident 
of the Upper Keys and has extensive 
nonprofit management and fundrais-
ing experience. She will follow Dianna 
Sutton, who is retiring in November as 
CFFK’s President after nearly 15 years. 
Dianna will be working with Jennifer 
through the transition. 

In making the announcement, 
Board Chair Ron Burd said, “We set 
our standards high in the search seek-
ing someone with both community 
foundation experience and a knowl-
edge and love of the Keys. We have 
both attributes in Jennifer, along with 
experience and tremendous passion. 
She will stand on the shoulders of the 
superb leadership of Dianna Sutton, 
who is retiring after 15 impactful years 
and paved the way for Jennifer through 
her tremendous efforts which have 
positively affected tens of thousands of 
residents throughout the Keys.”

Jennifer’s nonprofit background 
includes development, marketing and 
administrative experience. She has 
served as the Chief Development Of-
ficer with the Florida Keys Children’s 
Shelter since 2017, managing all fund-
raising efforts of the Keys-wide orga-
nization with a $2.5 million budget. 
Previously, she served as  Executive 
Director of the Ocean Reef Commu-
nity Foundation, Executive Director of 
Good Health Clinic, and Director of 
Operations of United Way of the Flor-
ida Keys. She is the immediate past 
president of the Rotary Club of Key 
Largo, a mentor in the Take Stock in 

Children program, and board mem-
ber of the Ocean Reef Chamber of 
Commerce and Upper Keys Humane 
Society, among others. Jennifer is a 
graduate of Cornell University and has 
a Master’s degree in Direct Marketing 
from Northwestern University. 

As CFFK’s new President, Jennifer 
will lead the organization’s administra-
tive, fundraising and community lead-
ership and outreach efforts. She will 
spearhead CFFK’s continued develop-
ment efforts in the Middle and Upper 
Keys, expanding outreach as part of 
CFFK’s strategic Vision 20/20 plan. 

Says Jennifer McComb, “I love our 
unique island community, and am ex-
cited to take on the challenge of help-
ing build philanthropy here to enhance 
the quality of life for our residents and 
visitors. I look forward to learning 
from Dianna, working hand-in-hand 
with the board, and empowering more 
locals to get involved to ensure a strong 
future for the Florida Keys.”

CFFK’s current President and CEO 
Dianna Sutton will retire in Novem-
ber. Under Dianna’s distinguished 
15-year leadership, CFFK’s assets have 
substantially grown from $4 million to 
$20 million today, the awareness and 

effectiveness of the nonprofit sector 
in Monroe County has significant-
ly increased, and CFFK has achieved 
national recognition as a top grant 

maker and received accreditation for 
U.S. community foundations. Dian-
na helped lead the Foundation’s man-
agement of $29 million in grants and 
program services, including more than 
$3 million in funds for vital disaster 
recovery aid through two major relief 
initiatives following Hurricane Wilma 
in 2005 and Hurricane Irma in 2017. 
She co-created the Leadership Success 
Academy board training program, 
significantly grew the annual Unsung 
Heroes volunteer recognition event, 
and helped secure an estimated $60 
million in future legacy gifts. 

More information is available at 
www.cffk.org or by calling 305-292-
1502. n

Jennifer McComb Named CFFK’s New President 
and CEO; Dianna Sutton to Retire in November

Jen McComb Dianna Sutton.
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Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary Advisory 
Council Regulatory and Zoning Alternatives 
Development Workplan 
In response to requests by members 

of the public, shifting environmen-
tal conditions and threats in the Keys, 
better scientific information, and legal 
requirements, Florida Keys Nation-
al Marine Sanctuary is conducting a 
review of sanctuary regulations, in-
cluding the rules and boundaries for 
marine zones in the sanctuary and sur-

rounding national wildlife refuges. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Florida 
Keys National Wildlife Refuges Com-
plex, which co-manages 20 of the sanc-
tuary’s 27 Wildlife Management Areas, 
will also play a key role in the review 
while simultaneously updating its own 
Backcountry Management Plan. More 
information about this process can be 

found at: http://floridakeys.noaa.gov/
review/welcome.html. 

http://floridakeys.noaa.gov/review/
welcome.html

This draft workplan outlines how the 
Sanctuary Advisory Council (Council) 
will be developing recommendations 
for changes to the FKNMS regulations 
and marine zoning plan. The Coun-

cil began work on developing goals 
and objectives in 2011 and provided 
NOAA and the State of Florida with 
support during the initial public com-
ment and scoping period. Based on the 
direction from the FKNMS manage-

 X Continued on page 15
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Key West

The Monroe County Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) 

held its monthly meeting Wednesday 
at the Harvey Government Center in 
Key West. Below are some highlights:

Gastesi Contract Renewal
Monroe County Administrator Ro-

man Gastesi accepted a contract renewal 
from the Board of County Commission-
ers to extend his employment to Monroe 
County through Oct. 18, 2024. 

“Working for the citizens of Monroe 
County at the pleasure of the Board of 
County Commissioners has been one 
of the highlights of my career, and I 
look forward to spending the next five 
years before my retirement committed 
to the continued success of Monroe 
County,” said Gastesi. 

Before accepting the County Ad-
ministrator job for Monroe County in 
May 2008, Gastesi served as Regional 
Director of South Florida Water Man-
agement District for five years and 
held various positions at Miami-Dade 
County for 15 years.

Gastesi was commended on his 
leadership and ability to hire motivat-
ed and professional staff in his 11 years 
in the County’s 22 departments and 
approximately 560 employees. 

“That person at the top is the glue 
that holds the team together,” said 
Commissioner David Rice.

Following the leadership of the 
Board of County Commissioners 
and Monroe County’s dedicated staff, 
Gastesi has advanced the County’s 
presence at State and Federal levels. 

Gastesi plans to move into the Flor-
ida Retirement System’s Deferred Re-
tirement Options Program (DROP) 

in November, a pension plan where he 
can continue to work while his earned 
pension is deposited into a savings ac-
count for up to five years. 

2020 Legislative Agenda  
approved

The Monroe County Board of 
County Commissioners approved the 
2020 state legislative agenda. Each 
year, the commissioners and staff eval-
uate the trends and issues affecting 
the County’s programs and services to 
identify potential policy or substantive 
legislative issues. 

The County will continue to focus 
on unique water quality and land ac-
quisition needs, the importance of 
wind insurance affordability, and va-
cation rental regulations. The County 
will also continue to advocate for the 
creation of a 50/50 rule for a joint 
County/State shared financial respon-
sibility in takings-cases.

The county will be seeking legis-
lative appropriations of $20 million 
for water quality, $5 million for land 

acquisitions, $750,000 for the vessel 
pump out program, $3 million for the 
Overseas Heritage Trail, and $500,000 
for upgrades to the Guidance Care 
Center’s Baker Act Receiving Facility. 

The draft legislative agenda can be 
viewed at www.monroecounty-fl.gov/
legislativeaffairs. 

Sugarloaf School Workforce 
Housing Subarea approved

The Board of County Commis-
sioners approved a future land use 
adjustment from education to mixed 
and commercial use for the Sugarloaf 
School Workforce Housing Subarea. 

The Monroe County School Board use 
of the property includes a site-specific 
adoption with density up to 20 afford-
able units to build workforce housing. 
A representative for Monroe Coun-
ty School Board said it would be for 
school board employees.

Employee Housing Options 
The Board of County Commission-

ers directed staff to investigate ways to 
address the employee housing issue. 
The commissioners were updated by 

Highlights from the Monroe County Board of 
County Commissioners Aug 21 meeting in Key West

Steve Torrence was recognized by 
the Board of County Commission-
ers for his more than 12 years of 
service on the Human Services Ad-
visory Board. The Human Services 
Advisory Board reviews funding 
requests from nonprofit human ser-
vices agencies and makes recom-
mendations to the commissioners.

 X Continued on page 18
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 08/29
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos &  
Chris Case
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 08/30
MICHAEL McCLOUD &  
FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND
6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 08/31
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND
6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 09/01
Jannick & Friend
6:45-11:00 pm
Reggae, current and classic pop 
favorites with the steel drum sound of 

the islands.

Monday 09/02
Jannik
Noon - 5:00 pm  
Reggae, current and classic pop 
“favorites with the steel drum sound of 
the islands.

Prince Azariyah
6:45 - 11:00 pm
Current and classic favorites from  
Eric Claapton to Al Green to Stirng  
and more!

Gary Hempsey
Noon - 5:00 pm  
Acoustic classic rock with fun  
audience participation!

Tuesday 09/03
TBA

6:45 - 11:00 pm Tuesday,  

September 3rd

Wednesday 09/04
Tony Baltimore

Noon - 5:00 pm

Classic rock, funk, pop and originals. 

A great acoustic show. 

Raven Cooper

6:45 - 11:00 pm

Melodic mix of country, blues, 

pop favorites, originals and more. 

Humorous audience interaction.

9 pm - 1 am Wednesdays thru 

Sundays

Magician Frank Everhart, Jr.– Up 

close and personal magic in the Sail 

Loft at Schooner Wharf

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com
n

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Thursday 08/29

Daniel Ethridge 5pm

Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 08/30

Daniel Ethridge 5pm

Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 08/31

Daniel Ethridge 5pm

Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 09/01

Marjorie Lee 8pm

Saturday 09/02

Trenton Chandler 8pm 

Saturday 09/03

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/04

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

The Green Room

501 Greene St., 741-7300

thegreenroomkeywest.com

n

Saturday 08/29

DJ PRIMETIME

6:00 am - 12:00 pm

Wednesday 08/30

HADEN CARPENTER AND  

NICK BROWNELL

12:00 am - 3:00 am

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  
FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 08/29
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  
Coffee Butler
5:30-7:30
Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 08/30
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 
Hiens 5:30-7:30
Ericson Holt 8-11

Saturday 08/31
Piano Bar Happy Hour James 
King 5:30-7:30
Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Sunday 09/01
Bilingual Spanish Piano Bar  
Happy Hour Annie Mayo  
5:30-7:30
Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 09/02
Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 
Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30
Little Room Jazz Jam Hosted by 
Peter Diamond 8-11

Tuesday 09/03
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 
Butler 5:30-7:30
Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 
Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 09/04
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  
Karen Hiens
5:30-7:30

Chris Burchard & Company 8-11

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

ment plan (2007), the Council’s guid-
ance in adopted goals and objectives, 
and public comments, certain specific 
priority issues will be considered and 
addressed by the Sanctuary Advisory 
Council as part of this process.  
Working Groups and Subcommittees

The Council may form subcommit-
tees or working groups to address spe-
cific topics and assist the Council in its 
deliberations and recommendations. 
Subcommittees are comprised solely of 
members of the Council while working 

groups may be composed of members 
of the council and persons outside the 
council. Working groups must also be 
chaired by a member of the council. 
Working groups allow the opportunity 
to gather information from community 
experts, specific user groups, scientists, 
etc. in order to address specific issues. 
Information or advice resulting from 
discussions is presented to the Coun-
cil and may be incorporated into the 
Council recommendations to the sanc-
tuary superintendent. n

Florida Keys...
 X Continued from page 12
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

David Crosby: 
Remember My 
Name

A.J. Eaton’s “David Crosby: Re-
member My Name” is a striking 

portrait of rock legend David Crosby, 
the front man of Crosby, Stills, Nash 
and Young. In the group, Crosby was 
part of “Ohio,” one of the most famous 
protest songs ever (composed by Neil 
Young), about the Kent State shoot-
ings in 1970, where four students were 
shot and killed.

Crosby is a man of experience and 
memory. He acknowledges that he act-
ed like an arrogant “asshole” in his re-
lations with Stills, Nash & Young but 
offers no apologies, other than drug 
addiction. He still carries love for Joni 
Mitchell but also some palpable resent-
ment. By his own admission he was 
selfish with her, unable or unwilling to 

give Mitchell the attention she needed.
Crosby, with a liver transplant, di-

abetes, and numerous stents in his 
heart, wonders, writes, continues to 
sing and is now touring. Music is what 
he has to give.

Crosby is amused by the fact that 
Dennis Hopper played a version of 
him in “Easy Rider” remarking that 
if he was truly in it himself, it would 
have been a better film.

Crosby was always notorious, 
reminiscing with something close 
to glee about the time Stills and 
Nash kicked him out of the band for 
speaking about the Kennedy assassi-
nation, being too political and not 
Pop enough. (Crosby was the artist 
after all who posed with an American 

flag wrapped gun at his head while 
smoking a joint, essentially giving 
the finger to blind patriotism)

This rift with his bandmates includ-
ing Neil Young is a wound that is still 
open, festering and refusing to heal. 
Although decades have passed, Stills, 
Nash, and Young (because of a person-
al insult) will not talk to him.

We are treated to some colorful an-
imation which highlights this icon’s 
curmudgeonly whimsy and cheerful 
recklessness, which he has only recent-
ly achieved.

Crosby seems to have a special place 
in his hell-heart for Jim Morrison, who 
made fun of his sunglasses during a 
gig. “I can’t stand that guy,” he says in 
paraphrase, numerous times.

Yet despite his infamous history, the 
musician has a Zen awareness in mov-
ing forward. We can take heart that his 
dry comic spirit and his person is in-
tact despite many battles of the heart 
and mind.

One might want for more self-anal-
ysis other than “I was an asshole” but 
it is enough to know that the artist 
is still driven and creating. Crosby 
deeply cares about current affairs but 
there is also a hidden menagerie of 
wild thoughts and harmonic desires 
that thrive within him. He consents 
that time is the “final currency” and 
he yearns for more. Afraid of death, he 
nonetheless accepts reality. Married to 
Jan Dance since 1987, with one son, 
we can take comfort that the musician 
likes his present reality. Crosby does 
seem to be experiencing something 
like joy in tranquility. Music as a nu-
minous force is the adhesive that keeps 
Crosby together and it propels him to 
more auditory exploration.

“David Crosby: Remember My 
Name” is a must for any devotee, but 
even newcomers will enjoy this color-
ful, insular and meaningful documen-
tary about a very serious yet contrary 
musician with the inimitable cinemat-
ic mustache and laughing eyes. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays



Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

Cuban Coffee & Sandwiches

Get a FREE Bag of Chips and
FREE Fountain Drink (70 flavors!)

with your Sandwich purchase.

• Great SANDWICHES
made to order!

• ATM • Hot, Iced & Cuban COFFEE
• Boat Wrapped Sandwiches

• Soda, Snacks, Ice & COLD BEER
• Fishing Poles, Bait, Tackle & Supplies

6AM to 3PM • 305-292-3309
For full menu, see our ad in the Konk Life Restaurant Guide.

Tony’s
Cuban Cafe
In the Southernmost Shell Station
at North Roosevelt & First Street

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
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Bryan Cook, Director of Employee Services, 
on specific turnover and recruiting challenges 
in the County. He also answered questions re-
garding the recent Evergreen study that were 
raised by the commissioners. Monroe Coun-
ty has about 30 positions that remain unfilled 
due a variety of reasons, including salary dis-
crepancies and housing. He presented the 
commissioners with seven recently declined 
employment offers for open positions. 

Possible housing programs for consideration 
include, but aren’t limit to, rental assistance, 
homeowner assistance loan program, county 
owned housing, and/or signing bonuses.

Hurricane Irma Financial  
Update

Tina Boan, Monroe County Director of 
Budget and Finance, presented the Hurricane 
Irma recovery finance report at today’s Board 
of County Commission meeting in Key West.

As of Aug. 21, 2019, the County has sub-
mitted $60.9 million in completed and ten-
tative projects for approval to the U.S. Dept. 
of Homeland Security Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and the Flori-
da Department of Emergency Management 
(FDEM). The state has validated, or approved, 
$37.1 million of the $45 million in completed 
or in-progress projects to be dispersed to Mon-

roe County. The County has received a total of 
$26.3 million (in the bank). The remaining ex-
penses are still in the first review phase. Mon-
roe County has an expectation to get about 
$55 million in reimbursements. 

A detailed list of projects submitted to 
FEMA that have been obligated, paid, pend-
ing, or are under review can be found at www.
monroecounty-fl.gov/irmafinancials. 

Solid Waste Assessment Clarifica-
tion

Monroe County property owners recently 
received a notice regarding the Solid Waste 
Assessment (garbage collection and haul out) 
commencing Oct. 1, 2019. 

This is not a “new assessment,” it is a notice 
required by F.S.197.3632, that there is going 
to be an increase over last year’s Solid Waste 
Assessment. The increase is $8, not $402.

Last year all property owners paid $394, 
this year property owners will be paying $402, 
hence the $8 increase and need for a notice.

The County apologizes for any confusion 
the “Notice of Hearing to Impose and Provide 
for Collection of Solid Waste Assessments” 
may have caused.

If this does not address your concerns, contact 
the office of Monroe County Solid Waste Man-
agement at 305-295-4323 or 305-292-4536. n

Highlights from...
 X Continued from page 13

Maryland musician Oren 
Polak at the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon
Maryland musician Oren Polak plays at the Hog’s Breath 

Saloon, 400 Front St., mid-shift gig – 4:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Aug. 26 – Sept. 1.

Polak is touring clubs along the Southeastern United States 
and is looking forward to his gig at the Hog’s Breath Saloon. 
Come in for happy hour and give Polak a return welcome to 
Key West greeting. n

BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

This documentary film is an intimate visit 
with Toni Morrison and her friends as 

they describe her life and literary achieve-

ments. The film, like the author, is an open, 

honest discussion of a life and career of a 

gifted black American woman, Nobel Prize 

winning author, editor and single mother. If 

you love books, and good story tellers, you’ll 

love Toni.

The film is rich with history, culture and 

insights into the lives of, mostly, black wom-

en and their children. Nobel Prize winner 

and literary lion, Toni, died recently at the 

age of 88, but this dynamo lived, and exam-

ined, a remarkable and meaningful life to 

the fullest. The film is good and moving. n

TONI MORRISON: The Pieces 
I Am 
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You have a rare opportunity to meet 
artist Chris DeRubeis, one of the 

world’s hottest selling artists! His 
unique works of art are featured prom-
inently at high-end galleries through-
out the United States and abroad.

He will be at the Grand Opening of 
DeRubeis Fine Art of Metal Gallery at 
their new location at 619 Duval Street 
for one night only! Saturday, Septem-
ber 7th from 7PM to 10PM.

Chris Derubeis – All Art 
Should Inspire and Evoke 
Emotion
Chris DeRubeis is the inventor of a 
new style of artwork known as Ab-
stract Sensualism® Abstract Sensualism 
uses a metal canvas as the foundation 
and is characterized by the way the art 
reflects and moves in the light and its 
sleek, sexy curves and imagery.

“I favor metal because I can com-
bine a form of sculpture as the foun-
dation for my expression and have 
found a way to enhance my ability to 
communicate emotions more intently. 
All art should inspire and evoke emo-
tion….Art should be something you 
can actually feel.” – Chris DeRubeis.

Original Artwork Giveaway to 
One Lucky Winner
You could be the winner of the one-of-
kind “Red Wine Pour” piece of artwork 
created by Chris DeRubeis and valued 

at over $1,300! There is no purchase 
necessary. One entry per person. The 
winner will be drawn at 11PM and you 
don’t have to be present to win. But, you 
do have to enter in person on Saturday, 
September 7th from 10AM to 10PM.

Grand Opening – Derubies
This spectacular Grand Opening event 
is ONE NIGHT ONLY:

Saturday, September 7th
7PM to 10PM

• Meet Chris DeRubeis live and 
in-person

• Free hors-d’oeuvres
• Complimentary beverages
• Raffles and Giveaways

Derubeis Fine Art of Metal 
Gallery – Key West
DeRubeis Fine Art of Metal offers 
original artwork from DeRubeis 
and 11 other hand-selected artists. 
Because of the unique method by 
which DeRubeis creates his artwork 
(a concoction of a metal canvas, 
power tools, grinders, sandpaper, 
chemicals, paint, fire and creative 
genius), no two pieces can ever be 
the same.

“I like the movements that the grinds 
on the metal have with all the sweeps 
and curves, and all the soft, sensual 
movement lines.” – Chris DeRubeis. n

Tim Carter 
Band is 
back at 
the Hog’s 
Breath 
Saloon

Tim Carter returns to the late-night 
shift spot, 9 p.m. – 1 a.m. on the 

outdoor stage at the Hog’s Breath Sa-
loon, 400 Front St., Aug. 26 – Sept.1.

Tim Carter brings an eclectic 
sound to the Hog, including rock, 
folk, blues, country, and bluegrass. 
Tim & his band are looking forward 
to playing selections for their Key 
West friends and fans. Tim is just 
back from a European tour.

Stop by, and hear why the band 
makes new fans no matter what 
shift they play at the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon. For more information, call 
305-296-4222. n

Meet Chris Derubeis at Derubeis 
Gallery’s Grand Opening

“I favor metal because I can combine a form of 
sculpture as the foundation for my expression 
and have found a way to enhance my ability to 
communicate emotions more intently. All art 
should inspire and evoke emotion….Art should 
be something you can actually feel.” – Chris 
DeRubeis.
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Sasha: Before 
and After
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Shelter stories are sometimes similar 
but the animals involved are always 

different and the humans who help 
them are always special.  Sweet Sasha’s 
story is one you may have heard the 
likes of before, but her heartwarming 
story is not one to be missed. Her be-
fore and after pictures say it all!

Like other enforcement agencies, 
we often deal with the same cast of 
characters again and again. For us, it’s 
those who may be either neglectful 
or simply not as responsible as they 
should be when it comes to their ani-
mals.  Animals are considered property 
in our legal system and they have few-
er rights than the humans who “own” 
them. There are times when we would 
rather keep an animal and find it a new 
home but the law says we must return 
it to the owner if the animal’s condi-
tion does not meet the legal standards 
of neglect. Unfortunately, the legal 
standards for humane care that are on 
the books are not as high as we would 
like. Sasha, a sweet senior German 

Shepherd, was a victim of this unfortu-
nate reality. Each time we got her in as 
a stray, she was not in good condition 
and was in need of much better care 
than she appeared to be getting.  Her 
back end and hips were weak, making 

getting up and walking any distance a 
challenge. Her ears and skin were bad, 
and her nails were painfully long.  Her 
owners cared enough to come and get 
her every time she came in, but even-
tually they didn’t come forward and 
she became ours. 

Several weeks after we got Sa-
sha the last time, we got a call from 
a caring citizen about a sick cat she 
found in her yard and asked for our 
help. She turned out to be someone 
we knew because she had adopted a 
senior German Shepherd many years 
before, ironically a dog in very similar 
condition as Sasha when she adopt-
ed. Her name was Kim and she had 
a very big heart for all animals. She 
loved German Shepherds, and had a 
real soft spot for the seniors who were 
down on their luck.   When we real-
ized who it was that we were talking 
to on the phone about the stray kitty,  
we “just happened” to mention that 
we had a very sweet senior German 
Shepherd in need of a good home. 
Kim showed up at the shelter the next 
day to meet Sasha! 

She visited a few times, getting to 
know Sasha and bringing her treats 
and toys. On one visit she gave Sasha 
a squeaky red snake which immediate-
ly became a favorite toy.  When Kim 
brought in her two little boy dogs for a 
meet, it seemed like a perfect match all 

the way around.  We were so thrilled 
and relieved to know that our very 
sweet old girl was looking at a bright 
future. We like to send our adopted 
dogs home with things that have their 
familiar scent, like a blanket and toy, 
to help with the transition. When it 
came time for Sasha to leave, we had 
her blanket but her favorite red snake 
was missing. We looked everywhere 
but had no luck, so we had to send her 
home without it. 

Sasha quickly settled into her new 
home like she’d been there forever. 
Kim started her on a high-quality diet 
and supplements for her skin and hips 
and in no time, she began to thrive in 
her new life. She became animated and 
playful, and surprised Kim with her 
new found spunk! 

From all the pictures and updates 
we’ve received, it sounds like this sweet 
senior is revisiting her puppyhood. 
She’s giving her new mom lots of love 
and many laughs. She’s a special dog 
who’s found a very special person!

Note: A couple days after Sasha 
left, Mr. Snake showed up in the clean 
toy bin. We nabbed it right away and 
called Kim.  She told us that when she 
gave it back to Sasha, our pretty girl 
immediately recognized it and seemed 
VERY happy to have her favorite toy 
back again.  Apparently now it’s rarely 
out of her sight! n
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AH Monroe KING Queen Kick-off 2019
Photos by By Guy deBoer
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AH Monroe KING Queen Kick-off 2019
Photos by By Guy deBoer
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AH Monroe KING Queen Kick-off 2019
Photos by By Guy deBoer
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City Commission Names Commission Hoover to 
Serve on Transportation Committee

The Key West City Commission unani-
mously agreed that Commissioner Mary 

Lou Hoover will serve as the City’s repre-
sentative to the newly-created Florida Keys 
Transportation Coordination Committee. 
The committee will study and research traffic 
issues and create formal recommendations to 
the governing bodies of the five cities and the 

Monroe County Commission.
The committee is made up six elected 

officials, one from each municipality and 
one from the county commission. State 
and regional transportation officials as well 
as city and county staff will work with the 
committee to help make recommendations 
and answer questions. The committee will 

discuss enhancing public transportation, 
increasing intercounty trips for added con-
venience, and promotion of services to out-
of-town visitors, as well as bring other ideas 
to be considered.

Vice-Mayor Sam Kaufman will serve 
as the alternate appointment for the City 
Commission. n

Carol Garcia, left, and Marge Holtz, right, indulge in a bit of “picket fence gossip” with some painted companions on Friday evening during an opening 
reception for “Surroundings: Watercolors by Martha Watson Sauer” at the Custom House Museum, 281 Front Street. The exhibit, which runs through 
November 10 in the museum’s Bumpus Gallery, pays tribute to more than a half-century of Sauer’s work.
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One of the first thing you’ll no-
tice about Karen Frank-Noll, 

beyond her ever-present smile, is her 
stride-- her walk is forceful and full 
of purpose.  While she freely con-
cedes, “I am no good at sitting still,” 
it’s ironic that she also considers her-
self an introvert. The butterfly on 
her Queen for FANTASY FEST logo 
is as much about her own vibrant 
metamorphosis.

Frank-Noll, 64, has never really, 
despite insisting so, been less than 
brave. Her personal journey from 
Wisconsin to Key West, like that of 
so many, was complicated, with ob-
stacles to overcome, including a suf-
focating marriage that gave her two 
wonderful daughters (plus seven 
grandchildren and 3 great grandchil-
dren) and a diminished sense of self. 
Wisconsin winters are long. Karen’s 
was even longer.

“I’ve had to work very hard to break 
out of that cycle,” she explains, “and it 
was only down here that I have found 
my voice again.”

Work for a banking consulting 
firm, “helping banks make money,” 
had proven frustrating and it was 
during a February 2006 business-re-
lated seminar in Key West she met 
her partner of 13 years, Jerry Hughes, 
at Two Friends Patio Restaurant on 
Front Street. “He was singing at ka-
raoke and he asked me to dance. I, in 
turn, invited him to a work party.” 
By late summer that same year, 2006, 
she moved permanently to Key West.  
Her father, 87, has worked over fifty 
years in the not-for-profit arena, so it 
was a natural segue that she sought 
employment at AH Monroe (then 
AIDS Help) as an executive assistant, 
finally becoming the Agency’s accoun-

tant while also overseeing Human Re-
sources and functioning as the office 
manager. “I tend to ‘grow’ every job 
I’m given,” she laughs. 

Embracing the late Robert Walker’s 
vision for the Agency, she “began to 
see life in a different way. It was tru-
ly life-changing.” Following that, she 
worked with Kim Wilkerson at Island 
Home Care and when the business 
sold to a larger concern, she opted not 
to return to the corporate world.” I 
want to be a giver and not just deliver 
to the consumer.”

Part of the giving has included rid-
ing with the Key West Mile Markers 
biking team in their annual trek from 
Miami to Key West for the past 12 
years to raise money for The SMART 
Ride which she’ll undertake again in 
November 2019 while juggling her 
Queen campaign activities. “When I 
joined The SMART Ride, the most 
daunting part was asking for money 
from friends and family. Now it’s the 
easiest. When you ask people, with 
passion, to open their checkbook, 
they embrace it.”

It was a similar ride in Wiscon-
sin that first introduced her to the 

mechanism of fundraising for HIV/
AIDS, but it was “AH that made 
it personal,” Karen notes. “People 
asked why I haven’t run for Queen 
before,” but employment at the 
Agency precluded participating in 
the Campaign as a candidate. “Now 
I can make a contribution back to 
AH and rally community support,” 
she elaborates. 

Her goals for the Campaign in-
clude “doing things in parts of the 
community that typically “aren’t 
part of the Royal Campaign,” includ-
ing Jell-O Wrestling at Rick’s Bar on 

Duval and a Midsummer Night’s 
Dream event at the Key West Trop-
ical Forest & Botanical Garden (on 
Stock Island, just over the Cow Key 
bridge), where she’s General Manag-
er…another reason the butterfly of 
her branding is so relevant. Perma-
nently shedding the chrysalis was, 
”now or never.” She’s even, in placing 
her logo on a pink shirt, defied her 
redhead mother’s caution about mix-
ing red and pink. “She also told me 
never to sing in public and…well…I 
stepped outside myself when I sang 
at Kickoff.” n

Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to offer. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

The Bio of Karen Frank-Noll of The FANTASY FEST 
2019 Royal Campaign

Karen Frank-Noll
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Most houses and com-
mercial buildings sit 

forever on the parcel of land where 
they were built.

In the famously non-conformist 
Conch Republic, however, it is de-
lightfully apropos that citizens have 
been breaking that particular mould 
for well over a century. Without elec-
tric wires or plumbing to deter the 
process, some of Key West’s most in-
teresting buildings were rolled to new 
locations around town in the early 
days of the settlement.

The four-bedroom, three-bathroom 
home at 1424 White St. has a backstory 
that’s even more intriguing. This house, 
currently listed with Realtor Mike 
Caron of Keller Williams Key West 
Compass Realty, once stood on Caro-
line Street, in the heart of Old Town. 
It was later moved to White Street – 
then completely rebuilt inside its own 
footprint – to live yet another life, as 
a wonderfully repurposed and solidly 
constructed single family home.

In its third and current manifes-
tation, this perfect blend of classic 
Conch architecture and modern con-
venience graces an over 4,000 square-
foot lot in the desirable Casa Marina 
area of Key West. With its original 

entrance way pillars left as a graceful 
reminder of its 1928 construction, 

the nearly 2,400 square feet of living 
space was rebuilt by an award winning 

builder from the ground up in 2003. 
Much like Key West’s “new” city hall, 
it was reconstructed with top-quality 
materials inside its own shell – then 
revealed as a brand new home.

Beautiful whitewashed Dade 
County Pine walls greet visitors en-
tering the front door, with a large 
staircase leading to the three upstairs 
bedrooms. The two second floor guest 
bedrooms have a large renovated 
bathroom between them, with beau-
tiful turquoise quartz countertops 
and glass tiled walls.

The two-room master suite features 
a cathedral ceiling and a large bath-
room also in turquoise. The downstairs 
fourth bedroom is currently being 
used as an office, and boasts another 
completely renovated bathroom.

The residence’s large, open con-
cept first floor is a great place for 
dining/entertaining, as are the pri-
vate rear gardens, with their mature 
landscaping, Ipe decking, and heat-
ed cocktail pool, constructed in the 
home’s original cistern.

The chef ’s kitchen was redesigned 
in 2018 and features beautiful Vadara 
counters, an under counter beverage 
cooler, five-burner gas cooktop, wine 
refrigerator, and top-of-the-line stain-
less steel appliances.

The possibilities for this property 
abound, from a year round home to 

A classic White Street home, ready for your  
own ‘transformation’

This stately yet sturdy home is a perfect blend of Old World design and 
New World construction.

High ceilings and large rooms make this house a great vacation home 
or long-term rental unit.
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a wonderful luxury rental, in a part 
of Key West known for its dining and 
shopping options, art galleries, beach-
es, dog park, and bocce courts. A great 
neighborhood to call home.

The storied house is about to un-
dergo its third transformation – to be-
come YOUR new home!

Make an appointment for a show-
ing today. Then start making plans 

to move into this splendid neighbor-
hood showpiece. The fabulous proper-
ty at 1424 White St. is being offered at 
just $2,190,000.

For more information, or to set up a 

showing, call listing agent Mike Caron, of 
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty 
at 508-269-8565, emailmike@caronkey-
west.com, or visit www.caronkeywest.com.

Keysscribe@aol.com

The current owners are willing to negotiate the purchase of their high 
quality furniture.

A large rear yard is a great place to relax with friends and enjoy the ma-
ture landscaping and heated pool.

This completely remodeled kitchen is a gourmet chef’s dream!

A his-and-hers bathroom separates two of the three second-floor  
bedrooms.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Contact us to view our current listings!

58 Palm Drive
Saddlebunch Key • 3BD/2BA 

Great Starter Home! 
Reduced! $475,000

1119 Whitehead St. 
Old Town • 3BD/2BA

Chef’s Kitchen & Island Style
$1,495,000

Curious what your home is worth? Call us today!
Congratulations to our Seller! Recently Sold! 

1324 Seminary Street, Unit A

1

See Map

See Map

2

See Map

5
See Map

4
3
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No expense was spared during the 2003 remodeling.

Heart-of-pine flooring adds yet more practical character to this neighbor-
hood showpiece home.

Outdoor dining is a breeze in this house’s spacious rear yard.

See Map

6
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

2

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 165 Cutlass Avenue, Cudjoe Gardens 4BR/3BA ChelleBe Blades, Realty Executives Key West 305-394-4750

2 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

3 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

4 1119 Whitehead St. 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

5 58 Palm Drive 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

6 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

6

5

4
3 

Cudjoe Key

1
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Century 21 Island Life Preferred Properties 19/07/19  $599,000  $,80,000 2601 Roosevelt Blvd, #302B 1967 Condo 2 Yes 3

Homelister, Inc. Sunny Keys Realty 19/07/19  $429,000  $415,000 3362 Pearl Ave 1980 Townhouse 2 No 3

Truman & Co. BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 18/07/19  $1,275,000  $1,250,000 1215 Duncan St 1963 Single Fam 2 No 2

Preferred Properties Location 3 Real Estate 19/07/19  $895,000  $820,000 1706 Seminary St 1959 Single Fam 3 No 2

Coastal Collection Coastal Collection 19/07/19  $2,100,000  $2,100,000 1209 Laird St 2018 Single Fam 4 No 2

At Home in Key West Coldwell Banker Schmitt 22/07/19  $549,000  $532,500 1336 Duncan St 1969 Condo 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 22/07/19  $129,000  $95,000 1801 Roosevelt Blvd, #12 0 No 2

Century 21 All Keys BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 24/07/19  $809,000  $795,000 1800 Atlantic Blvd, 126C 1984 Condo 2 Yes 2

Beach Club Brokers Keys of the Keys Realty 16/07/19  $745,000  $700,000 1005 Eaton St 1924 Duplex 3 No 1

Lokation Real Estate Coastal Collection 18/07/19  $1,590,000  $1,450,000 215 Whitehead St 1938 Single Fam 3 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Key West Luxury Real Estate 22/07/19  $1,950,000  $1,800,000 528 Front St 2005 Commercial 0 No 1

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of July 17th, 2019 to July 24th, 2019
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HOUSE CALL HIV TESTING
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and Jodyrae Campbe

real womenwomen

reserved seating at

hosted by elle taylor
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emceed by laurie thibaud

FANTASY FEST QUEEN


