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BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

Leadership sometimes requires fig-
uring out where the crowd is go-

ing, and then getting in front.
It may be that two anti-Trump 

movements are merging, and it could 
be a bipartisan pincer movement.  On 
one side, the Democrats will relent-
lessly advocate for issues the majority 
of voters want solved; while simulta-
neously, individual Republican poli-
ticians are starting to say what many 
Republicans know - the President 
is dangerously unstable, immoral, 
un-Republican and un-American.

Examples of issues about which 
most Americans agree, and on which 
they want action, include: GUNS 
(background checks, assault weapons 
& other reasonable reforms);  Kitch-
en table ECONOMICS (recession, 
trade wars, national debt, low dis-
posable income);  Flexible affordable 
HEALTH CARE (and you can keep 
your expensive private insurance if 
you want);  GLOBAL WARMING 
(it’s real, it’s here and we’re doing 
nothing);  RUSSIA & Putin (they’re 
not our friends, they attacked us, 
they’re still cyber attacking us, & our 
democracy is at risk because we’ve 

done nothing to punish them & pre-
vent further damage - while the Pres-
ident  tries to help Russia get into 
the G-7).

The Republican side of the pincer 
began with cracks in the Trump wall 
of sycophancy - a conservative Re-
publican Congressman from Michi-
gan, former Massachusetts Governor 
Bill Weld running against Trump, 
former Tea Party Republican Con-
gressman from Illinois Joe Walsh 
challenging Trump in the primary, 
a former Ohio governor and a line 
of others who say they’re just a step 
behind - all pointing out the Presi-

dent’s immorality, mental and emo-
tional instability, and the irreversible 
harm a malignant narcissist is doing 
to our nation and the world.

Politically, it isn’t about the likeli-
hood of someone other than Trump 
becoming the Republican nomi-
nee for President in 2020. It’s about 
whether one or more conservative 
Republicans run against Trump as 
an Independent(s) in the general 
election, as Ralph Nader did to the 
Democrats in 2000. It wouldn’t take 
the loss of many Republican votes to 
prevent a Trump reelection - even if 
Putin interferes again. n

The Emperor Has No Clothes
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

The Fiscal Year 2019-
20 Key West City 

budget isn’t even ap-
proved yet but city offi-
cials are already making 

good on their promise to hike several 
fees and utility charges as a way to in-
crease badly-needed revenue.

Stormwater fees are going up three 
percent. Solid waste – trash pick-up 
– will go up 1.65 percent for residen-
tial houses and 1.6 percent per ton for 
commercial properties. And the sewer 
fee will rise 3.5 percent in the next fis-
cal year, beginning Oct. 1.

All of those increases passed unan-
imously at the Sept. 20 city commis-
sion meeting without any discussion. 

But the next item in the agenda, 
proposing to increase the workforce 
downtown parking permit fee by 46 
percent, from $120 a month to $175, 
got a lot of attention. 

The permit program is aimed at lo-
cal workers and allows them to park 
without charge in the downtown area 
at parking meters and municipal lots 
for $120 a month. It accompanies an-
other workforce parking program that 
charges $25 a month for workers to 
park in the Caroline Street municipal 
garage and either walk or grab a ride on 
the free Duval Bus Loop to get to their 
downtown workplace. Both of the per-
mit programs charge significantly less 
than the market rate for what the city 
could receive for those parking spaces 
if they were open to the public. And 
it is time to narrow that gap, said city 

Parking Director John Wilkins.
“That [increase to $175 for the 

downtown parking permit] is to bring 
it closer to the market rate of month-
ly parking in the downtown district, 
which is currently at $200,” he told 
commissioners.

That $55 jump, 46 percent, was hard 
for some commissioners to swallow.

“My concern is the big jump,” said 
Commissioner Greg Davila. “The last 
increase was in October. It hasn’t even 
been a year since we raised it.” 

Commissioners voted last October 
to increase the downtown permit from 
$100 to $120.

But Eric Detwiler, a member of the 
city’s Sustainability Advisory Board, 
told commissioners that of the 185 
people who currently pay for the con-
venience of parking close to their busi-

ness, only 49 might be workers, the 
people the permit program is designed 
to help. The others are local attorneys 
(31); the Tropical Shell and Gifts store 
at 207 Simonton (49); Ocean Key Re-
sort, a hotel at Zero Duval St., (48); 
and Historic Tours of America (8). 
The remaining 49 have been grouped 
as “miscellaneous.” But Detwiler said 
at least one of the businesses utilizing 
the permit program is “gaming the sys-
tem.” He pointed out that Ocean Key 
has a large parking lot where its em-
ployees could park. However, the hotel 
charges guests $25 a day to park in its 
lot, and uses the street permits for its 
employees, Detwiler said.

“We’re talking about the Ocean Key 
House, which owns their own park-

K E Y  N E W S

Parking permit, utility fees going up in Key West
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ing and is basically having their 
employees park on your street 
so they can charge their guests 
more,” Detwiler said. “They actu-
ally charge their guests a rate of 
$25 a day. So, their market rate 
for parking for their guests is sig-
nificantly more than what they’re 
actually paying to have their 
workers park on your streets.”

Commissioner Mary Lou 
Hoover said she knows several 
of permit holders in the miscel-
laneous category and they are 
business owners, not employees.

“These are not to be confused 
with the people in the service 
industry. This [proposed permit 

fee increase] is not going to hurt 
those people,” she said.

The vote to boost the permit fee 
to $175 was 4-3, with commission-
ers Billy Wardlow, Sam Kaufman 
and Davila voting against because 
they wanted a smaller increase. 
Wardlow said that while he had 
heard of parking spaces in Truman 
Annex being sold for thousands of 
dollars, the local workforce can’t 
afford that.

“The thing is, we’re here to 
help the workforce,” he said.

“I agree. If I thought this was 
the workers, and not the business 
owners, I’d be right there with 
you,” Detwiler told Wardlow.

For the past several budget 
cycles, city officials have focused 
on cutting spending, as opposed 

to increasing revenue, as a way 
to keep property taxes relative-
ly stable. But all that cutting 
has hit the bone. City Manager 
Jim Scholl and finance Director 
Mark Finigan have been warn-
ing for months that the only 
way to maintain city staff, ser-
vices and maintenance is to find 
new sources of funding. The 
draft 2019-2020 budget is pro-
posing to boost property tax-
es by 3.5 percent over rollback 
– the budget is scheduled for a 
vote at a special meeting Sept. 
3 – but it became clear in this 
summer’s budget workshops 
that increasing taxes wasn’t go-
ing to be enough to cover cost 
increases for personnel and 
maintenance. n
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The Key West Firehouse Mu-
seum in cooperation with 

the Key West Fire Department 
would like to invite all First Re-
sponders and the community to 
attend the 18th Anniversary of 

the September 11 tragedy.
The remembrance will be held 

beginning promptly at 8:30and 
will last about 45 minues.  There 
will be a gathering before and af-
ter and admission to the muse-

um will be free for the day.   
There will also be a brief Bless-

ing of the First Responders cer-
emony for any First Responder 
who would like to participate.

We hope to see you there. n

The Key West Firehouse 
Museum invites to attend 18th 
Anniversary of the Sept 11 
tragedy

With the current king tides, 
and the threat of some heavy 

rain over the Labor Day weekend, 
the City of Key West wants to 
encourage residents to help out 
by taking a look at nearby storm 
drains to see that they’re clear of 

leaves and fronds and other debris.
This team effort will help the 

City’s utilities department fo-
cus on the most severe potential 
flood areas and ensure that prop-
erty owners’ homes and busi-
nesses avoid possible flooding.

This is a good time to remem-
ber to avoid driving in flood-
ed areas. And if you must drive 
through standing water, remem-
ber to proceed slowly in order 
to avoid sending wakes of water 
into homes and businesses. n

Key West preparing for rainfall
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Foster Parent 
Training Classes 
begin in Key West 
September 18th
Wesley House Fami-

ly Services is seeking 
nurturing families interested 
in providing a loving home 
to children and teens who 
are in the foster care system. 
Classes begin September 
18th in Key West and are 
held each Wednesday night 
for six weeks, and one Satur-
day day class. Registration is 
required.

To register or for more 
information call Megan 
Burgess at 305-809-5020 or 
e-mail at megan.burgess@
wesleyhouse.org.

Together, Wesley House 
Family Services and prospec-
tive foster families can increase 
the capacity in our communi-
ties to provide nurturing car-
ing homes to care for the most 
vulnerable children. n

‘Real Women Do Drag 2019’, to 
benefit The Royal Campaign 
of FANTASY FEST and AH
Real Women Do Drag’, a 

collaboration between 
the Key West Business Guild, 
AQUA nightclub and A.H. of  
Monroe County, Inc. (AH) 
will produce the first All-Can-
didate event of The Royal 
Campaign FANTASY FEST 
2019 since Kickoff.

On Friday night, September 
6th, 2015 Fantasy Fest Queen 
Jodyrae Campbell will pres-
ent the Key West Womenfest 
version of her successful ‘Real 
Men Do Drag’.

The potential King of 
Swing, Queen of Soul and the 
Dukettes will be in attendance 
to cheer on the gender-bend 
-- for Queen, Karen Frank-
Noll and Val Edgington; for 
King, Ryan Acker And Kevin 
‘Woody’ Wood.

The competition, from 6 - 8 
p.m. at AQUA, 711 Duval, will 
be hosted by Elle Taylor and 
emceed by Laurie Thibaud.

Reserved seating in various 
spaces at AQUA is $25; stand-
ing room the night of the event 

will be $10 (bar seating will be 
first-come, first-served). Ad-
vance ticketing is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/realwomen-
dodrag2019/

Tips and other proceeds will 
be equally divided among all 
represented Candidates.

“We have 4 unique individ-
uals ‘harmonizing’ this year for 
‘Rock and Royalty’,” noted AH 
Executive Director Scott Prid-
gen. “Each is empathetic and 

 X Continued on page 6
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Karen Frank-Noll—The Candidate Bio of 
The FANTASY FEST 2019 Royal Campaign
One of the first thing you’ll notice 

about Karen Frank-Noll, beyond 
her ever-present smile, is her stride-- 
her walk is forceful and full of purpose.  
While she freely concedes, “I am no 
good at sitting still,” it’s ironic that she 
also considers herself an introvert. The 
butterfly on her Queen for FANTASY 
FEST logo is as much about her own 
vibrant metamorphosis.

Frank-Noll, 64, has never really, de-
spite insisting so, been less than brave. 
Her personal journey from Wisconsin 
to Key West, like that of so many, was 
complicated, with obstacles to over-
come, including a suffocating marriage 
that gave her two wonderful daughters 
(plus seven grandchildren and 3 great 
grandchildren) and a diminished sense 
of self. Wisconsin winters are long. 
Karen’s was even longer.

“I’ve had to work very hard to break 
out of that cycle,” she explains, “and it 
was only down here that I have found 
my voice again.”

Work for a banking consulting firm, 
“helping banks make money,” had 
proven frustrating and it was during a 

February 2006 business-related semi-
nar in Key West she met her partner of 
13 years, Jerry Hughes, at Two Friends 
Patio Restaurant on Front Street. “He 
was singing at karaoke and he asked 
me to dance. I, in turn, invited him to a 
work party.” By late summer that same 
year, 2006, she moved permanently to 
Key West.  Her father, 87, has worked 
over fifty years in the not-for-profit 
arena, so it was a natural segue that she 
sought employment at AH Monroe 
(then AIDS Help) as an executive as-
sistant, finally becoming the Agency’s 

accountant while also overseeing Hu-
man Resources and functioning as the 
office manager. “I tend to ‘grow’ every 
job I’m given,” she laughs. 

Embracing the late Robert Walker’s 
vision for the Agency, she “began to 
see life in a different way. It was tru-
ly life-changing.” Following that, she 
worked with Kim Wilkerson at Island 
Home Care and when the business 
sold to a larger concern, she opted not 
to return to the corporate world.” I 
want to be a giver and not just deliver 
to the consumer.”

Part of the giving has included rid-
ing with the Key West Mile Markers 
biking team in their annual trek from 
Miami to Key West for the past 12 years 
to raise money for The SMART Ride 
which she’ll undertake again in No-
vember 2019 while juggling her Queen 
campaign activities. “When I joined 
The SMART Ride, the most daunting 
part was asking for money from friends 
and family. Now it’s the easiest. When 
you ask people, with passion, to open 
their checkbook, they embrace it.”

It was a similar ride in Wisconsin 

that first introduced her to the mech-
anism of fundraising for HIV/AIDS, 
but it was “AH that made it person-
al,” Karen notes. “People asked why 
I haven’t run for Queen before,” but 
employment at the Agency preclud-
ed participating in the Campaign as a 
candidate. “Now I can make a contri-
bution back to AH and rally commu-
nity support,” she elaborates. 

Her goals for the Campaign include 
“doing things in parts of the communi-
ty that typically “aren’t part of the Royal 
Campaign,” including Jell-O Wrestling 
at Rick’s Bar on Duval and a Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream event at the Key 
West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gar-
den (on Stock Island, just over the Cow 
Key bridge), where she’s General Man-
ager…another reason the butterfly of 
her branding is so relevant. Permanent-
ly shedding the chrysalis was, ”now or 
never.” She’s even, in placing her logo 
on a pink shirt, defied her redhead 
mother’s caution about mixing red and 
pink. “She also told me never to sing in 
public and…well…I stepped outside 
myself when I sang at Kickoff.” n

courageous…and each have a unique sto-
ry, in their own casual words, to tell the 
public about our mission of Health and 
Housing for everyone in the Keys.”

A series of frenzied, frisky, feisty and 
always fabulous series of fundraising 
events Keys-wide have been innovated by 
the Candidates and a corps of volunteers 
to raise the most money and ascend to the 
Coronation throne at the Lofton ‘Coffee’ 
Butler Amphitheater at Truman Water-
front on Friday, October 18th, including:

A weekly ‘Aqua Idol’ competition at 

Aqua nightclub, 711 Duval, through 
October 15th; the much-loved Sunday 
BINGO upstairs at the 801 Bourbon Bar, 
hosted by QMitch and equally rewarding 
all Candidates, through October 13th; 
the 7th Annual Red Shirt Run, donat-
ed annually by Theme Runs owner Beth 
Moyes, on Saturday morning, October 
5th; and the 4th Annual Royal Retrospec-
tive, at The Custom House, 281 Front 
Street, on Thursday, October 17th.

All events are subject to change due to 
weather and venue. Updates are accessible 
at www.AHMonroe.org, various Facebook 
platforms, individual websites, YouTube 
and via various social media outlets. n

Real Women...
 X Continued from page 5 Sloan’s Key Lime Pie 

at Rum Row
The Gates Hotel Key West’s very own Rum 

Row serves up unique takes on the classic 
liquor all year round. For a true taste of Key 
West this National Key Lime Pie Day, try the 
signature Sloan’s Key Lime Pie ($16) crafted 
with Key West First Legal Rum and fresh key 
lime juice together with a dash of condensed 
milk, cardamom liqueur, simple syrup and a 
fresh egg, shaken and served with a dollop of 
whipped cream and crushed graham cracker 
& captain crunch rim. n
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Key West Art & Historical Society welcomes 
“Storm of the Century” author Willie Drye as 
Distinguished Speaker Series Guest
Key West

After South Florida reporter Wil-
lie Drye went through Hurricane 

Andrew in 1992, he decided that if he 
was going to live in a part of the world 
known for these storms, learning all 
he could about them would help him 
stay sane.  His research eventually led 
him to write “Storm of the Century: 
The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935,” 
a riveting account of the devastating 
category 5 storm that destroyed Henry 
Flagler’s Overseas Railroad and killed 
more than 400 people in the Florida 
Keys.  Drye will share insights on how 
he originally came to write about the 
1935 hurricane, the people he met 
in the course of his research, and the 
hurricane itself, and will also present 
his newly revised and released edition 
of his book on Thursday, September 
26, from 6:00PM – 7:00PM in the 
Helmerich Research & Learning Cen-
ter on the third floor of the Custom 
House Museum, 281 Front Street.

Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety caught up with the Distinguished 
Speaker for a sneak peek into the eve-
ning’s discourse. 

You’ve written extensive stories on 
hurricanes, tornadoes, and tsunamis 
during your 35-year career. When 
did your fascination with fierce 
weather begin?

In 1954, I was a few days away 
from my fifth birthday when Hurri-
cane Hazel struck North Carolina. It 
brought 140-mph winds that devas-
tated southeastern North Carolina. 
We lived a couple hundred miles in-
land, but went to help my aunt and 

uncle who lived on Oak Island near 
Southport, at the mouth of the Cape 
Fear River near Wilmington. There 
was nothing left of their house but 
a concrete slab. The destruction was 
crazy. Houses pushed off their foun-
dations, windows tilted toward the 
sky. Debris and wreckage and peo-
ple’s belongings strewn everywhere. 
A dirty brown line on many walls, 
higher than your head, which indicat-
ed how deep the water had been. For 
some reason it didn’t frighten me, it 
fascinated me. 

Are there any people you inter-
viewed for your book who stand out?

Not many survivors of the Labor 

Day Hurricane of 1935 were still alive, 
but I was lucky enough to connect 
with Bernard Russell in Islamorada, 
who had probably the most remarkable 
experience of anyone who survived the 
storm. Bernard was 16 years old at the 
time. He was trapped on the beach at 
Islamorada as the storm surge—driv-
en by winds that reached 200 mph 
at times—came ashore. Somehow, he 
survived. Talking to him about his ex-
perience was one of the most fascinat-
ing interviews I’ve ever done.

Tom Hambright, the historian at 
the Monroe County Public Library in 
Key West, was also a memorable char-
acter. He provided a wealth of sourc-

es, as well as depth and context to the 
history of the hurricane. Jerry Wilkin-
son in Tavernier opened his massive 
files on the hurricane, and he and his 
wife Mary Lou put up with me during 
many research trips to the Keys. 

What makes the second edition 
different than the first?

I’ve expanded the stories of many 
of the people who experienced the 
Labor Day Hurricane of 1935, in-
cluding the tale of Leonard Povey, 
the daredevil American pilot who 
made history’s first hurricane-hunt-
er airplane flight on that September 
2, 1935 afternoon. This guy, whose 
motto was “God hates a coward,” 
climbed into a little open-cockpit, bi-
plane fighter in Havana that day and 
went looking for the most powerful 
hurricane on record. I don’t know if 
he was crazy or the bravest man on 
earth, but he found the center of the 
hurricane. There’s also a new chap-
ter about Hurricane Irma and how it 
compares to the Labor Day Hurricane 
of 1935, and I think readers will find 
that interesting.

Drye will be available for book sales 
and signings after the presentation. 
Books can also be purchased at the 
Custom House Museum’s store.  

Distinguished Speaker Series pre-
sentation tickets are $5 for KWAHS 
members, $10 for non-members, and 
are available at kwahs.org/events. Ear-
ly ticket purchase is recommended.  
Sponsored by the Helmerich Trust, 
Key West Marriott Beachside Hotel, 
and the State of Florida Division of 
Cultural Affairs.  Your Museums.  Your 
Community.  It takes an Island.

Hurricane expert and award-winning author Willie Drye is to appear as 
Key West Art & Historical Society Distinguished Speaker Series guest on 
Thursday, September 26. (Contributed photo)
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Ribbon Cutting for New 
Marina Facility

This morning Mayor Teri Johnston 
and the City Commission cut the 

ribbon on the new Dockmaster facility 
at Garrison Bight.

The new facility offers boaters new 
restrooms, showers, and laundry facil-
ities. The new building also houses a 

maintenance shop as well as the Dock-
master’s office.

This $1.2 million dollar project was 
funded in part by a boating infrastruc-
ture improvement grant from the Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. n

Port and Marinas Director Doug Bradshaw, Marina Supervisor David Haw-
thorne, Architect William Horn, Police Chief Sean Brandenburg, Commis-
sioners Billy Wardlow and Clayton Lopez, Mayor Teri Johnston, Vice May-
or Sam Kaufman, Commission Gregory Davila, City Manager Jim Scholl, 
Project Manager for Pedro Falcone Contractors Ken Bygler, and Deputy 
Port and Marina Director Karen Olsen.

Purveyors to the Royal Court of the King and Queen of Fantasy Fest are 
presented to attendees of this year’s candidate kickoff at the Southern 
Most House. Photo by Pete Arnow.

“Following the Fish: Hemingway in 
Key West” to be next KWAHS Happy 
Hour with the Historian event
Raise a toast to Key West history with 

Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety Curator Cori Convertito, Ph.D., on 
Wednesday, September 11 from 4:30pm 
to 5:30pm during her popular “Happy 
Hour with the Historian” program at 
the BottleCap Lounge, 1128 Simonton 
Street, Key West. Enjoy a complimentary 
beer, wine or well drink while Convertito 
presents on the evening’s topic, “Follow-
ing the Fish: Hemingway in Key West.”

The Nobel Prize-winning author who 
lived and wrote in Key West during the 
1930s immersed himself in Florida Keys 
game fishing. Convertito will share in-
sights on both his angling exploits and 
his lesser known conservation activities.

Happy Hour with the Historian is 
limited to 60 attendees; reserve your 
spot now at kwahs.org/events— $8 for 
KWAHS members, $10 for non-mem-
bers. For more information, contact Cori 
Convertito, Ph.D. at 305-295-6616 
x112 or cconvertitofarrar@kwahs.org. n

Photograph from the Ernest Hem-
ingway Collection of the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum, Boston. (Image:KWAHS
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The public is invited to document king 
tides (the highest high tides of the 

year) to help plan for future flood risks. 
Everyone is welcome to participate!

For the last weeks in August, Sep-
tember, October and November, the 
normal high tides in the Keys will 
reach new heights as the annual cycle 
of the sun and moon draw closest to 
Earth, producing flooding up to 2.5 
feet above normal. 

King tide images offer a living re-
cord of the changes to our coasts and 
shorelines and a glimpse of what our 
daily tides may look like in the future 
as a result of sea level rise. The South-
east Florida Regional Climate Change 
Compact Counties, consisting of Mon-
roe, Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm 
Beach, are planning for an additional 
3-7 inches of sea level rise by 2030 and 
9-24 inches by 2060, based on U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers reports.

Building a photographic library of 
how our islands are already experienc-
ing flooding is an important step to 
helping areas that are especially vul-
nerable. Here is how you can help:

1) Pick your Sites: We want photos 
from all over the Keys.  It is important 
to choose a site that is both low and 

recognizable as a spot that is usually 
above ground. Especially important 
are areas near your neighborhood that 
most people might not know about. 

2) Time Your Tide: It is important 
to be there at the highest tide for the 
best photo. Once you have chosen 
your area, check the tide chart for the 
right time for your area (high tide time 
can vary by up to an hour depending 
on where your site is located). http://
www.saltwatertides.com/dynamic.dir/
floridakeyssites.html  

3) Send it In: Email your best pho-
tos to FloridaKeysKingTides@gmail.
com. We will web-post the best shots 

on our Flickr site and used to obtain 
help with adaptation. All high tide 

photos submitted to the cause will be-
come the property of Monroe County, 
with full credit to the photographers.  
See our full map of photos available 
through the City of Key West website 
or Preserve Island Life Facebook page. 

King tides photo contests began in 
Queensland, Australia in 2009 and 
are now held in at least three coun-
tries and ten states in this country. 
King tides are not related to climate 
change and are not sea level rise. The 
term king tide is a non-scientific term 
used to describe naturally occurring, 
exceptionally high tides that take place 
when the sun and moon’s gravitational 
pull align making the oceans bulge. n

• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!

King Tide Photo Challenge August-November 2019
Local Governments need you to document how sea level rise will impact the Keys

Atlanta’s Mike Veal at 
the Hog’s Breath Saloon
The Mike Veal Band, Atlanta’s favor-

ite party band brings its energy and 
excitement to the Hog’s Breath Saloon, 
400 Front St., Sept. 9 - 15, rocking the 
stage from 4:30 – 8:30 pm.

Veal plays a hot combination of 
blues, rock, and funk. Diverse musi-
cal backgrounds and regional influ-

ences color each member’s contribu-
tion to the tight sound for which the 
band is admired.

Atlanta partiers and club patrons 
throughout the Southeast know the 
band delivers a killer show every 
time. Stop by the Hog’s Breath and 
see for yourself.n
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Buoys and signs 
replaced, added in 
wildlife refuges and 
marine sanctuary

Backcountry boaters in the Lower 
Florida Keys may notice more reg-

ulatory signs and buoys around unin-
habited islands, long protected by fed-
eral agencies. Utilizing Hurricane Irma 
Congressional supplemental funding, 
the Florida Keys National Wildlife Ref-
uges Complex is repairing, replacing, 
and installing the fixed regulatory signs 
and buoys in both the Great White Her-
on National Wildlife Refuge and Key 
West National Wildlife Refuge around 
12 protection zones established by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in agree-
ment with the State of Florida in 1992. 
The areas also were designated as Wild-
life Management Areas in Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary in 1997. 

These signs and buoys mark regula-
tions existing since 1992 that remain 
the same today. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service identified these mark-
ings as priorities to better inform the 
public of existing regulations, facilitate 
law enforcement, and enable the Ser-
vice, NOAA, and the State of Florida to 
optimize management of critically im-
portant and unique habitats. Due to be 
completed in September, the marking 
project delineates several of the closed, 
no entry, no motor, and idle speed reg-
ulated areas from Upper Harbor Key to 
Boca Grande Key.

For a list of marine zones and reg-
ulations, visit floridakeys.noaa.gov/
zones/. n

Photo: NOAA



U P P E R  K E Y S

11
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 5-11, 2019

Monroe County Fire Rescue helps replace Blue 
Tarps on IRMA damaged roofs
Tavernier 

Monroe County Fire Rescue Sta-
tion 22 and off duty firefighters 

spent Wednesday morning replacing 
the blue tarps on a roof of a home that 
was damaged by Hurricane Irma. The 
homeowner, Adam Holoman, is wait-
ing for permanent repairs to take place 
on his Tavernier house. 

“I was really happy to see them this 
morning,” said Holoman, who could 
smell moisture in the house each time 
it rains. “I am really appreciative to 

Monroe County Fire Rescue firefight-
ers for their time and labor.”

The temporary roofing materials 
and tarps were donated by the Salva-
tion Army and Rebuild Florida. Mon-
roe County Sheriff’s Office also went 
to a different home to help with blue 
tarp replacement in Key Largo.

“It is important we help our neigh-
bors keep their homes dry while they 
still wait for permanent repairs to take 
place,” said Lt. Ryan Devitt of Monroe 
County Fire Rescue. “A lot of hands 
make for fast and easy work.” n

Monroe County Fire Rescue Lt. Patrick Kybers and firefighters Cameron 
Cowart and Lazaro Rangel replace the blue tarps on Adam Holoman’s 
Tavernier home. Holoman is waiting for permanent repairs to take place.

Monroe County Fire Rescue Firefighters Cameron Cowart, left, Candice 
Hubbs, Josh Gonzalez, John Reduelo, Lt. Ryan Devitt, Lazaro Rangel, 
and Lt. Patrick Kyburs help homeowner Adam Holoman replace the blue 
tarp on his roof while he awaits permanent repairs.
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Florida Keys Council of the Arts and the South 
Florida Cultural Consortium present FREE 
Application Workshop in Key West
The South Florida Cultural Consor-

tium Program offers the largest re-
gional, government-sponsored artists’ 
grants in the United States, awarding 
$15,000 and $7,500 grants to resident 
visual and media artists from the coun-
ties of Broward, Martin, Miami-Dade, 
Monroe, and Palm Beach. Since it was 
established in 1988, the Consortium has 

awarded close to $4 million in fellowships 
to over 300 artists. In addition to receiv-
ing the grant, the artists take part in an ex-
hibition hosted and organized by a visual 
arts institution in one of the five counties.

2019/2020 SFCC WORKSHOPS: 
DEMYSTIFYING THE PROCESS

How are recipients selected and 
how can an applicant improve his/her 

chances of being noticed? Find out at 
one of four workshops being offered 
across the South Florida region. At-
tendance at a workshop is encouraged, 
but not required. Our local workshop 
will be held Friday, September 20th 
from 2 until 4 pm, Gato Building, 
First Floor Conference room, located 
at 1100 Simonton Street, Key West, 

Florida. Please RSVP: 305-295-4369 
or director@keysarts.com 

Application deadline is Monday, Oc-
tober 28, 2019, 11:59 pm. Application 
is available now, and can be found on 
our website, www.keysarts.com un-
der Important Links and Grants tab, or 
click here: https://miamidadearts.org/
south-florida-cultural-consortium-sfcc. n
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Monroe County-Led Hurricane IRMA Marine 
debris cleanup reaches one year anniversary
Monroe County 

The Monroe County-led Hurricane 
Irma marine debris and sediment 

removal project has reached the one-
year mark. The debris and sediment 
removal activities in the 258 approved 
canals throughout Monroe County, 
Islamorada and Marathon are consid-
ered a triumph for the overall Florida 

Keys environment. In the past year, 
more than 15,000 cubic yards of ma-
rine debris and 8,000 cubic yards of 
sediment have been removed.

The canal cleanups are funded by a 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Emergency Watershed Pro-
tection $49.2 million grant used to 
clean Hurricane Irma marine debris 

from canals and was awarded in Au-
gust 2018. 

“Everyone has worked hard over the 
past year to clear the canals of debris 
and help restore our marine environ-
ment. We are extremely grateful to 
NRCS for the grant funding.” said 
Rhonda Haag, Monroe County’s Di-
rector of Sustainability, who is over-
seeing the project. “We also want to 
thank our vendors, Tavernier-based 
Adventure Environmental and Wood 
Environmental, who are the ones out 
in the hot sun every day clearing the 
debris and monitoring the work.”

As of Aug. 20, $26.5 million of the 

grant funding has been spent on the 
clearing of marine debris and sediment 
in 190 of the 258 canals. The project is 
projected to be completed in November.

The NRCS is the federal agency 
that determined which canals were 
approved for clearing. The County 
submitted engineering-based applica-
tions that included underwater sonar 
and photographs to NRCS as part of 
the project application process. Mara-
thon and Islamorada canals were also 
included in the applications.

To read more about the canal ma-
rine debris cleanup, visit www.monro-
ecounty-fl.gov/hurricaneirma. n

Marine debris created by Hurricane Irma is still being removed from canals 
throughout the Florida Keys. On the year anniversary of the project, sunken 
boats and other debris were removed from Canal #46 in Key Largo between 
Transylvania Avenue and Oceanview Drive by Adventure Environmental, 
Inc. Two crews worked the canal with heavy machinery to remove the debris.
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 09/05
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos &  
Chris Case
6:45 - midnight

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 09/06
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER BAND
6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 09/07
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 09/08
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

PRINCE AZARIYAH

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 09/09
RAVEN COOPER
noon - 5pm

PRINCE AZARIYAH
6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 09/10
GARY HEMPSEY

noon - 5pm

TBA

6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 09/11
TONY BALTIMORE

noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 09/05

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES
EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Friday 09/06

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!

Ralph De Palma Photography| 2019 Calendar

the Soul of Key West
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Saturday 09/07

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES
EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/08

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES
EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/09

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES
EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/10

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES
EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/11

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

The Green Room
501 Greene St., 741-7300

thegreenroomkeywest.com

n

Saturday 09/07

DJ PRIMETIME

6:00 am - 12:00 pm

Wednesday 09/11

HADEN CARPENTER AND  

NICK BROWNELL

12:00 am - 3:00 am

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  
FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 09/05
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Coffee Butler

5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 09/06
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 

Hiens 5:30-7:30

Ericson Holt 8-11

Saturday 09/07
Piano Bar Happy Hour James 

King 5:30-7:30

Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Sunday 09/08
Bilingual Spanish Piano Bar  

Happy Hour Annie Mayo  

5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 09/09
Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30

Little Room Jazz Jam Hosted by 

Peter Diamond 8-11

Tuesday 09/10
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 

Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 09/11
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Karen Hiens

5:30-7:30

Chris Burchard & Company 8-11

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

Reggie Sullivan Band 
Hog’s Breath Saloon
The Reggie Sullivan Band plays the 

late-night gig, 9 pm – 1 am, Sept. 9 - 
15, at the Hog’s Breath Saloon.

Reggie Sullivan received his Bache-
lor of Music degree in Jazz Studies from 
the University of South Carolina in 
2006 and has since become one of the 
most-requested musicians in Colum-
bia, SC. He has performed with musi-

cal legends such as Marian McPartland, 
Olivia Newton-John, Wycliffe Gordon, 
Herlin Riley, Chris Potter, Yuseef Latif, 
Ron McCurdy, Howard Hewitt, Randy 
Crawford, Joe Sample.

The band has been influenced by 
many musical genres and it delivers a 
high-energy show that promises to give 
you a good feeling. n
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

The Peanut 
Butter Falcon

Directed by Tyler Nilson, “The Pea-
nut Butter Falcon” is a giddy story 

in the tradition of “Huckleberry Finn” 
centering on a young adult Zack with 
Down’s Syndrome (Zack Gottsagen), 
who wants to be a professional enter-
tainment wrestler.

Though the story is buoyant and 
cheerful it does not sweeten or sentimen-
talize its narrative. The action is brisk 
and entertaining while every character is 
whole and impacting. To its credit, the 
film never feels maudlin or sappy.

Zack hates the institutional home 
where he lives. His friend Carl (Bruce 

Dern) urges him to escape once and 
to continue with his dream to reach a 
wrestling school run by The Saltwater 
Redneck (Thomas Hayden Church).

Zack, oiled with soap, pushes through 
some bent security bars. The effect is 
akin to a delightful Popeye cartoon.

Zack hides in a boat owned by scoff-
law fisherman Tyler (Shia LeBeouf) 
just as he is trying to evade two other 
fishermen (John Hawkes and the rap-
per Yelawolf) who are bent on revenge.

Tyler is bewildered by the stowaway 
but doesn’t have the heart to refuse 
him. Zack just wants company (and 
some directional aid) until he gets to 
The Saltwater Redneck.

Health aide Eleanor (Dakota John-
son) is on the hunt to find Zack, but he 
is defiant; refusing to give up and return.

After all, who would?
This film is a genuine adventure 

without a trace of any saccharine feel-
ing. Gottsagen delivers in a debut that 
is never artificial or Disneyesque. His 
acting has discipline and heart. Like 
all successful actors, Gottsagen feels 
at ease in his role. Better still, LeBeouf 
and Johnson are skillfully understated. 
This is easily Johnson’s best outing.

This is not a film about a young man 
with Down’s Syndrome, but a tale about 
a man with a dream while society tries to 
impose its ideas and limitations. This is a 
rebel story with every character making 

their own definition of how life works. 
Though irrepressibly entertaining and 
colorful, “The Peanut Butter Falcon” 
never trivializes its characters or its sub-
ject. It is full of feeling and humor and is 
gratefully human in the best of senses. n

Luce

Luce,” a new film by Julius Onah 
adapted from the play by JC Lee, 

will please fans of both David Mamet 
and Patricia Highsmith. It is a tense 
and uncompromising drama that will 
keep you guessing.

Luce (Kelvin Harrison Jr.) is a teen-
ager adopted from Eritrea on the path 
to success. He is a star student and an 
accomplished debater. His parents, Amy 
and Peter (Naomi Watts and Tim Roth) 
adore him, while his teachers tend to 
blush whenever he crosses their path.

After Luce gives a wondrous speech, 
his teacher Mrs. Wilson, (Octavia 
Spencer) calls a meeting with mom 
Amy with some disturbing findings. 
Luce wrote a violent paper advocating 
murder, and if that is not enough ille-
gal fireworks (capable of being a small 

bomb) were found in his locker.
The parents are incredulous and quick 

to defend their son, while mom hides 
the fireworks. But, it turns out, Dad has 
doubts about his son. Luce tells his par-
ents that his teacher is self-righteous and 
never liked him. The parents are dumb-
founded. It becomes evident that Luce 
is cyberstalking Wilson. Wilson also has 
a hunch that Luce sexually assaulted his 
ex-girlfriend (Andrea Bang).

School opinion remains in Luce’s fa-
vor, but Amy is driven to find the truth.

All the while Luce conducts covert 
meetings with bad boy DeShaun (Bri-
an Bradley). The two have a history 
and DeShaun always received the bad 
end of opportunity by mere chance.

The acting is riveting with blunt, rapid 
fire dialogue reminiscent of Mamet. Kel-
vin Harrison Jr. is superb and delivers an 
Oscar-caliber performance with expres-
sions that oscillate between happiness, 
good humor, affront, obsequiousness and 
frigidity. We see the whole spectrum of 
feeling (or lack of it) within Luce.

This is not a formulaic drama. There 
are no transparent villains or monsters 
here. In watching this film, everyone has 
their toxicity. Above all, the character of 
Luce is both endearing and intimidating.

All of these ingredients make “Luce” 
one of the most disquieting and engag-
ing films of the year. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

“



Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

Cuban Coffee & Sandwiches

Get a FREE Bag of Chips and
FREE Fountain Drink (70 flavors!)

with your Sandwich purchase.

• Great SANDWICHES
made to order!

• ATM • Hot, Iced & Cuban COFFEE
• Boat Wrapped Sandwiches

• Soda, Snacks, Ice & COLD BEER
• Fishing Poles, Bait, Tackle & Supplies

6AM to 3PM • 305-292-3309
For full menu, see our ad in the Konk Life Restaurant Guide.

Tony’s
Cuban Cafe
In the Southernmost Shell Station
at North Roosevelt & First Street

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Florida Keys, Sept 1

The Florida Keys Demo-
crats  hosted supporters 

in Monroe County for an 
old-fashioned Sunday Social 
on August 25th at the Sugar-
loaf Lodge and Tiki Bar. The 
event, “Help Us Get Voters on 
the Bus!” raised over $2300 to 
support Get Out the Vote ef-
forts throughout the Keys.

Guests were asked to 
bring school supplies which 
were donated to the United 
Teachers of Monroe County. 
The organization’s president, 
Holly Hummell-Gorman, 
spoke briefly and provided 
an update, as the county’s 
children begin a new school 
year. Long-time Sugarloaf 
Lodge owner Caren Ward 
provided invaluable support 
for the event and popular 
Keys musicians Brian Rob-
erts and Mike Bailey added 
their talents to the after-
noon’s festivities.

Florida Keys Democrats 
Event
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Key West Art & Historical Society to Present 
Documentary Film “Kevin Roche” The Quiet 
Architect”
Key West, August 29

On Tuesday, September 10, at 
6:30pm, Key West Art & His-

torical Society will present “Kevin 
Roche: The Quiet Architect” in the 
Helmerich Research & Learning Cen-
ter at the Custom House Museum, 
281 Front Street.

A feature profile of the Pritzker Prize 
winning architect who passed away 
this year at 96 years of age, the doc-
umentary, directed by Mark Noonan 
and completed in 2017, considers ar-
chitectural issues from Roche’s career, 
which spanned seven decades. Some 

of his best-known work includes the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, the Oakland Museum of Califor-
nia, the Ford Foundation and United 
Nations Plaza in Manhattan, A Centre 
for the Arts at the Wesleyan Universi-
ty, corporate campuses for Bouygues 
in Paris and Banco Santander in Ma-
drid. Roche has also been the subject 
of special exhibitions at the Museum 
of Modern Art, the Architectural As-
sociation of Ireland in Dublin, and the 
American Academy of and Institute of 
Arts and Letters. 

Noonan says, “This is not a film 
about rarified architectural theory. 

On the contrary, Roche’s ability to 
pierce the skin of architectural theo-
ry allows him to draw deep insights 
into his life and singular architectur-
al process.”

Curated and hosted by Society 
board member and cineaste Michael 
Shields, the final film of the Society’s 
Summer Art Film is “Russian Ark,” 
a film that moves through 33 rooms 
of St. Petersburg’s Hermitage Muse-
um and will be screened on Septem-
ber 24. For more information, visit 
kwahs.org, click “Tickets.” Your Mu-
seums. Your Community. It takes an 
Island. n

Rock Your Trivia Knowledge 
with Key West Art & 
Historical Society and the 
Hard Rock Café
Registration is now open for the Monday, 

September 9, Key West Art & Historical 
Society Trivia Night fundraiser at Hard Rock 
Café, where teams compete for prizes and glo-
ry. Hard Rock Café will be celebrating Freddie 
Mercury that week, with happy hour prices for 
all participants from 5:00-7:00pm and promo-
tional giveaways. 

Here’s how it works: Register your team in 
advance at KWAHS.org/events. Team are made 
up of a maximum of 4 persons and register with 
a full team at $20.00 ($5.00 per person). Each 
team will have its own table and there are also a 

limited number of single tickets for seats at the 
bar at $5.00 per person. September 9 categories 
are Sports, Who Said That, Queen Songs (audio 
round), General Knowledge, and Disney, with 
great prizes for first, second, and third place 
teams. Doors open at 5:00pm with the compe-
tition commencing at 5:30pm. 

Proceeds benefit Key West Art & Histori-
cal Society’s Curatorial department. For more 
information contact Cori Convertito, Ph.D., 
at cconvertitofarrar@kwahs.org or call 305-
295-6616 x 112. Your Museums. Your Commu-
nity. It takes an Island. n
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Two Years Later
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Just shy of the two-year anniversary of 

the devastating Category Four Hurri-

cane Irma, our Marathon Campus was 

once again in the cone of uncertainty 

with monster Hurricane Dorian set to 

impact the state of Florida. 72 hours 

before the threat of any possible impact 

we must evacuate our Marathon Cam-

pus to ensure all the animals at the shel-

ter are safe before a storm. Once again 

we reached out to our Hurricane Fos-

ters throughout our community who 

opened their arms to our shelter pets in 

need. Hurricane Fosters keep a shelter 

animal safe whether they choose to stay 

or leave, until the threat has passed, or 

our shelter can reopen. Having initiated 

our first evacuation since Irma, with the 

emotions and impacts rising back to the 

surface, this is a story about all the ani-

mals at our shelter and how you can be a 

lifesaving partner.  

September 2017, as it became more 

and more likely that the Florida Keys 

would feel the wrath of Hurricane 

Irma, on Day One we started preparing 

the exterior of the shelter for possible 

impact: trimming branches, pulling 

down shade sails, packing away any-

thing that could fly away, securing ex-

terior kennels and storage, assembling 

hurricane pet kits and carriers. Our 

staff and volunteers worked count-

less hours and fell asleep exhausted 

that evening, hoping her path would 

change. Day Two, Irma was angrier 

than ever and aiming her fury at the 

Keys, the decision was made to evac-

uate the animals at the shelters into 

Hurricane Fosters. Hurricane Fosters 

are amazing community members pre-

pared to take a pet in the case of an ap-

proaching storm. However, Hurricane 

Irma was headed straight for the Keys 

and tourist and local evacuations were 

issued, for very good reason.  Everyone 

was is in a panic. Call after call, people 

were leaving and preparing their own 

homes and families, and our situation 

grew more desperate in Marathon. 

Staff and volunteers made signs and 

stood out on US1 begging for anyone 

to take a pet before they left. We ex-

tended our hours and got out as many 

as we could before Day Three, when 

the last animals miraculously found 

families to take them in. 

Evacuating was a nightmare, and af-

ter the storm passed through, and with 

most of us trapped on the mainland with 

no communication, there was nothing 

but time to worry about our own homes 

and the animals we sent into foster. Were 

they safe? Did they evacuate? Were pets 

left behind? Was our home still there? 

The lives of our shelter pets, our friends, 

our family, our community hung in a 

state of uncertainty. 

Surviving any natural disaster is a 

slow process to recovery. Throwing 

away your personal items is emotional. 

Tearing apart your house and discover-

ing mold is sickening. Seeing the brown 

decaying landscape is depressing. For all 

of us here in the Keys, we all must have 

a strength inside us to carry on even 

when times are tough. In the case of an 

animal welfare worker, this meant put-

ting our own lives back together while 

rebuilding the shelter. It meant creating 

a safe dry mold-free space in our house 

for our own pets, while responding to 

calls of animals left behind or lost in 

the storm. It meant working count-

less hours in blazing heat with no cell 

phone service, internet, or air condi-

tioning at home each night after chain 

sawing through fallen trees to be able to 

open the door to the shelter during the 

day. For months we worked to put our 

Marathon Campus back together and 

for some of our staff, they spent years 

putting their lives back together, bal-

ancing their own needs with the needs 

of the homeless animals we serve. 

Thinking about an animal shel-

ter during the threat of a Hurricane 

may not be first on everyone’s minds 

understandably. But I’d like to take 

the time to remind you that between 

our two campuses in Key West and 

Marathon we have nearly 300 ani-

mals at any given time that, just like 

your own pets, need to be prepared in 

case of emergency. I hope you’ll con-

sider contacting our Marathon Cam-

pus and signing up to be a hero to a 

homeless pet in need as a Hurricane 

Foster. Although Irma will forever re-

main a reminder of the price of para-

dise, it’s also a reminder of how truly 

incredible and caring our community 

is. Every single animal was evacuated 

from both campuses in 2017. Every 

single animal was kept safe. Of the 

hundreds of animals entrusted to peo-

ple just like you in our community, 

nearly half were adopted by the fam-

ilies that cared for them during some 

of the most physically and mentally 

challenging times in our lives. 

I want to take a moment to thank 

all of our Hurricane Fosters past and 

present, and to those that are willing 

to help when we need you most. It is 

only because of caring compassionate 

people like you that we can continue 

to keep our homeless pets in paradise 

safe. If you’re interested in joining us 

as a Hurricane Foster, or learning more 

about becoming a Hurricane Foster, 

please contact me at Tammy@fkspca.

org or our Director of Operations in 

Marathon at Tara@fkspca.org. n
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Kevin Theriault, ED of the Key West Business Guild, 
Christopher Elwell of Royall Furniture, and Virginia 
Panico, Executive VP of the Key West Chamber of Com-
merce were proud to hold an annual  joint mixer of the 
two organizations at Royal Furniture.

Key West Chamber President Michael Morawski, left, 
and Key West Business Guild  VP Chuck Licis, right,
congratulate Danielle Occhinto for wining the cash raffle 
at the organizations’ joint mixer held at Royal Furniture.

Kristen Livengood and Stephanie Scuderi visited 
during a recent after hours mixer.

Christopher Elwell and his furry pal Royal were proud to host the highly successful joint 
mixer of the Key West Chamber of Commerce and the Key West Business Guild at his fur-
niture store.
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2018 Queen of Fantasy Fest Bernadette Restivo with Dwight Hill and Jac-
queline Luhta of Iberia Bank at a joint mixer of the Business Guild and 
the Chamber of Commerce.

Susan Kent and Virgina Panico will both speak during the Womenfest 
luncheon of the Key West Business Guild on September 4, 2019.

Michelle Finer and Dr. Debra Ling at Royal Furniture during a combined 
after hour mixer.
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Grand Opening of The Learning Center
Photos by Ralph De Palma
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Bobby’s Monkey Bar 14th Anniversary
Photos by Guy deBoer
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to o�er. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

Native Plants for 
Sale at the Key West 
Tropical Forest
Key West, Florida Keys

The Nursery at the Key West Trop-
ical Forest & Botanical Garden 

will be offering native trees, shrubs 
and vines for sale from 9am to noon 
on Saturday, September 21, 2019. 
161 species of plants are now available 
bringing the inventory to more than 

1,500 plants which attract butterflies 
and birds. Key West Tropical Forest 
members receive a 15% discount. All 
proceeds directly benefit the Garden’s 
conservation program.

The Garden is located at 5210 Col-
lege Road on Stock Island. For more 
information call 305-296-1504 or vis-
it www.keywest.garden. n

Volunteers Sought at the 
Key West Tropical Forest
Key West, Florida Keys

The 15-acre Key West Tropical Forest is seek-
ing volunteers who want learn about our na-

tive plants by helping with trimming, weeding, 
installation, mowing and general maintenance 
in the Garden. The Garden supplies all tools and 
gloves. The Garden’s nursery is also seeking volun-
teers who want to learn more about our natives by 
propagating, transplanting and helping to main-
tain the 1,500 plants. Volunteers meet in the nurs-
ery on Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 9 
to noon. For more information, please call 305-
296-1504 or email info@keywest.garden. Also vis-
it the website at www.keywest.garden.The Garden 
is located at 5210 College Road on Stock Island. n Photos by Audrey Thompson
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos by Rocky Tyrone

Are you ready to take 
the plunge and buy an 

island retreat that’s within walking 
distance of the best Key West has to 
offer? The charming two-bedroom, 
one-bath home located in the heart 
of Old Town may be just what you’re 
looking for!

Tucked away in a secluded com-
pound of classic Key West cottages, 
611 Grinnell St. Unit #4 offers the 
architectural touches, such as hard-
wood floors, so loved by residents of 
the Southernmost City, in a nearly 
800 square-foot house that’s easy to 
keep, and close to just about every-
thing this desirable part of town has 
to offer.

In fact this very private compound 
is actually easy to miss if you’re not 
looking for it! A small monthly asso-
ciation fee covers the maintenance of 
the good-sized swimming pool and 
deck area, as well as the mature land-
scaping – including a majestic banyan 
tree, which provides plenty of shade on 
hot summer days.

Inside, this wood-frame residence, 
built in 1928, offers an open concept 

living area, with the two bedrooms 
and bathroom located off to the side. 
Plenty of natural light gives the rooms 
a cheerful coziness that’s right in tune 
with the rest of the neighborhood.

Unit 4 is far back from Grinnell 
Street, affording quiet and privacy.

Out on the street, however, this 
neighborhood (located in Flood Zone 
X for the cheapest flood insurance) has 
it all. There’s a handy dog park just a 
stone’s throw away, as well as one of 
Key West’s favorite Cuban coffee count-
ers, just down the street. Beyond that 
are the famed bars and restaurants of 
the Key West Historic Seaport, the Key 
West Library, and the fun and excite-
ment of Duval Street, all within walk-
ing distance or a short bicycle trip away.

This island abode has been 
well-maintained by its current owner, 
with a new roof installed earlier this 
year, as well as three new mini-split air 
conditioning units. The exterior has 
also been freshly painted.

Purchase of the furnishings may be 
negotiated with the owner, making 
this an easy house to move into – and 
to fall in love with.

If you’ve got sand in your shoes 
and are ready to have your very own 
Key West pied-a-terre, make an ap-
pointment today to see this homey 

Location, location, location!
This charming yet affordable Key West hideaway 
has potential to spare

The cozy living room features a vaulted ceiling, Dade County Pine, hard-
wood floors and a new mini-split AC system. 

New landscaping and fresh exterior paint make 611 Grinnell St. #4 
sparkle. 
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little gem. You could become the 
lucky newest resident of the Old 
Town North neighborhood! It’s all 
here waiting for you, in the heart of 
Key West.

The home at 611 Grinnell St. is being 

offered for just $625,000.

To schedule a showing, or for more 

information, contact Listing Agents 

Derek Epperly and Jenna Blackwell of 

Berkshire Hathaway Knight & Gardner 

Realty, at305-393-6573, or by email at 

DerekandJenna@keysrealestate.com

To view more of their listings, visit 

their office, at 336 Duval St., or online 

atwww.keywestrealestate.info

keysscribe@aol.com

The enclosed screened-in porch is perfect for relaxing or enjoying your 
morning coffee or evening cocktail.

The open kitchen is quite functional for all of your cooking needs.

The good-sized master bedroom is charming and inviting.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

FEATURED LISTING
611 Grinnell Street #4 • Old Town, Key West

Flood Zone X. Charming 2/1 bungalow in a gated compound, surrounded by a  
large sunny pool encompassed by mature native shade trees. This home is  
located in the desirable neighborhood of Old Town North, which features every-
thing within a short stroll or bike ride that is quintessential Key West - architecture, 
shopping, nightlife and culture. Call us today for a private viewing! $625,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
58 Palm Drive • Saddlebunch Key

See Map

2

See Map

3
2
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See Map

4

The spare room can act as a second bedroom or would make an ideal  
home office. 

The back deck is located off of the spare room. Ideal for grilling and 
relaxing.

Cool off and relax in the large, virtually private shared pool encompassed 
by lush shade trees. 
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 611 Grinnell St. #4, Old Town, Key West  
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

4
3

2 
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Bascom Grooms Real Estate 26/08/19  $409,000  $395,000 59 Golf Club Dr 1996 Condo 2 No 4

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Beach Club Brokers 26/08/19  $399,000  $375,000 3314 Northside Dr, #16-16A 1985 Condo 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 26/08/19  $1,049,000  $975,000 38 Seaside S Ct 2005 Townhouse 4 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 23/08/19  $499,000  $450,000 1407 Olivia St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Truman & Co. 26/08/19  $2,375,000  $2,200,000 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #308 1986 Condo 3 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Coldwell Banker Schmitt 27/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,617,500 725 White 1952 Commercial 13 No 2

Truman & Co. Century 21 Island Life 23/08/19  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 1115 Southard St 1899 Single Fam 3 No 1

Preferred Properties Preferred Properties 23/08/19  $965,000  $905,000 11 Hutchinson Ln, #4 1913 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 23/08/19  $619,000  $608,000 1024 Packer St 1948 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 26/08/19  $239,900  $230,000 201 Coppitt Rd, #106 1974 Condo 1 Yes 1

Bascom Grooms Real Estate Keller Williams KW Compass 28/08/19  $649,000  $637,000 217 Truman 1933 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 23/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,520,000 24 Sunset Key Dr N/A Lots 0 Yes 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of August 22nd, 2019 to August 28th, 2019
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