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Key West Art & Historical 
Society Celebrates 
Fantasy Fest Altruism and 
the Candidates Behind it
Key West Art & Historical Society presents “Royal Retrospective: Forty Years of 

Fantasy Fest” October 4-20 in the Bryan Gallery of the Custom House Muse-
um. Co-curated by Tennessee Williams Museum founder Dennis Beaver and Soci-
ety curator Cori Convertito, Ph.D., the exhibit pays homage to Key West’s annual 
Fantasy Fest revelry, royalty, and altruism through memorabilia, keepsakes, photo-
graphs, and posters.

Fantasy Fest events are sponsored in part by the Monroe County Tourist Devel-
opment Council and the Florida Keys Council of the Arts.  For more information, 
contact curator Cori Convertito, Ph.D., at cconvertitofarrar@kwahs.org or 305-
295-6616 x112. Your Museums.  Your Community.  It takes an Island.
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

The Key West munic-
ipal budget numbers 

aren’t quite adding up yet.
On Sept. 3, the city 

commission voted to 
approve on first reading a tentative 
$186.8 million budget for fiscal year 
2019-2020, beginning on Oct. 1. That 
budget includes a 3.5 percent proper-
ty tax increase, which translates into a 
millage rate of 2.1535, or $215 per ev-
ery $100,000 of taxable assessed value. 

But the next night, Sept. 4, commis-
sioners voted down a proposal to begin 
charging for nighttime parking at the 
Jackson Square parking lot on Thomas 
Street behind the county courthouse. 
Currently, that lot is used for county 
employee parking during the day and is 

free to anyone after 6 pm. By charging 
for nighttime parking in the lot and adja-
cent 500 block of Thomas Street, budget 
officials estimated a $244,000 increase in 
revenue; revenue needed to pay for the 12 
new city staff positions and higher sala-
ries for some reclassified job descriptions 
that are included in the ‘FY 2020 budget.

Now, with that $244,000 in antic-
ipated revenue gone, no one is quite 
sure where the money to pay for the 
new staffing levels will come from.

“Absent that revenue, obviously 
there will be budget adjustments,” 
said city Manager Jim Scholl. “So, the 
short answer up front would be no 
new positions and no reclassification 
or we eliminate bodies. That’s the only 
way we can balance the general fund 
without [those new] revenues.”

Finance Director Mark Finigan is 
now tasked with finding a way forward 

and will present the next draft budget 
at a special meeting Wednesday, Sept. 
11, 5 pm at City Hall. A final public 
hearing on the budget will take place 
on Oct. 2. 

But with the draft budget now ap-
proved on first reading, the tax rate 
cannot be increased, only lowered. So, 
if the 12 new positions, which include 
a dedicated inspector for HARC, a 
part-time administrative assistant to 
the city commission and a new park-
ing rights of way coordinator, are to 
remain in the budget, spending cuts 
elsewhere will have to be found.

“We all want to put in $45,000 for the 
Fourth of July fireworks. That may have 
to come out,” said Commissioner Jimmy 
Weekley, who, along with Commissioner 
Billy Wardlow, voted against the budget. 
Wardlow wanted to lower the proposed 
tax increase. He said he was against hir-

ing new staffers and since property values 
have increased so much in the past year 
– which leads to higher taxes based on 
those new valuations – the city already is 
expecting more tax revenue. 

“If you’ve got that revenue coming 
in, there’s no need to raise [the tax 
rate]. We’ve got to keep expenses down 
and stop hiring people,” Wardlow said.

In other news, incoming city Man-
ager Greg Veliz announced he is pro-
moting Patti McLauchlin, the current 
city Information Technology Director, 
into his former position as assistant 
city manager. McLauchlin has worked 
for the city for over 30 years.

“I think [Veliz] made the right de-
cision,” said Weekley. “He had told 
me that one of the areas he wasn’t as 
strong in was IT. She’s got that strong 
support. I’m excited for her. And I’m 
excited for the city.” n

K E Y  N E W S

Key West budget finagling not finished

• COHIBA  •  ROMEO Y JULIETA  •  MONTECRISTO
•  ROCKY PATEL  •  ARTURO FUENTE
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PointBreakCigars.com



4
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 12-18, 2019

s e p t e m b e r  12 - 18,  2 0 1 9

Published Weekly

Vol. 9  No. 89

                      PUBLISHER/EDITOR 
Guy deBoer

NEWS WRITERS
Pru Sowers

Terry Schmida

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Ralph DePalma, Bill Klipp, Guy deBoer

DESIGN 
Nand K. Pandey, konklifedesign@gmail.com

PIXEL WRANGLER 
JT Thompson

CONTRIBUTORS

Jeff Johnson &
Paula Forman 
Short Answers
Ian Brockway 

Tropic Sprockets
Tammy Fox-Royer
Florida Keys SPCA

Sylvia Bogart 
Astrologically Yours

Joanna Brady
Reviewer

SUMMER INTERN
Emily Bracher

ADVERTISING  
Jose DeLaRosa – 585.203.5156

Ashley Williamson – 410.999.4917
305.296.1630

Advertising Deadline Every Friday
PRINT-READY advertising materials due by 

Friday every week for next issue of KONK Life.
Ad Dimensions 

Horizontal and Vertical: 
Full, 1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 1/8 page, bizcard

Ad Submissions 
JPG, TIFF, PDF — digital formats only

Send to production@konklife.com

CIRCULATION
Kavon Desilus ASSISTANT

Ben Neff ASSISTANT

KONK Life is published weekly by KONK 
Communications Network in Key West, Fla. 
Editorial materials may not be reproduced 
without written permission from the network.

KONK Communications Network
(305) 296-1630 • Key West, Florida

www.konklife.com

K E Y S  N E W S

First State Bank Sponsors 
Nicky’s Paddle Celebration

Pictured: First State Bank Simonton Branch Manager Leslie Concepcion (on right) and Assistant 
Branch Operations Manager Mia Castillo (left) present Jamie Sorbelli (center) with a $250 spon-
sorship for Nicky’s Paddle Celebration. This fun-filled event, held on Sunday, September 15th, 
remembers and honors the memory of 10 year-old Nicky Sorbelli, who inspired so many to seize 
the moment and make the best of every day. For more information, please visit NickysCelebra-
tion.org. Proceeds benefit The Cancer Foundation of the Florida Keys and The Nicky Sorbelli 
Scholarship Fund.

Foster Parent Training 
Classes begin in Key West 
September 18th
Wesley House Family Services is seeking nur-

turing families interested in providing a lov-
ing home to children and teens who are in the fos-
ter care system. 

Classes begin September 18th in Key West and are 
held each Wednesday night for six weeks, and one 
Saturday day class. Registration is required.

To register or for more information call Megan 
Burgess at 305-809-5020 or e-mail at megan.bur-
gess@wesleyhouse.org.

Together, Wesley House Family Services and pro-
spective foster families can increase the capacity in our 
communities to provide nurturing caring homes to care 
for the most vulnerable children. n
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Full details & submission guidelines 
available at womankindkeywest.org

Key West jumps into hurricane relief action
BY PRU SOWERS
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

When the going gets tough, Key 
West gets going.

Hurricane Dorian was still savaging 
Great Abaco in The Bahamas when a 
core group from the Conch Republic 
Navy sprang into action. After meet-
ings on Saturday and Sunday over the 
Labor Day weekend, members of the 
normally light-hearted social group 
had formed a non-profit organization, 
Key West Cares, to begin soliciting do-
nations to help the residents of Green 
Turtle Cay, one of the barrier islands 
off mainland Great Abaco in The Ba-
hamas and Key West’s official sister 
city. Damage reports were only just 

starting to trickle in on Tuesday but 
Paul Menta, who is spearheading the 
Facebook page for Key West Cares, 
said the news is devastating.

“That thing [Hurricane Dorian] just 
sat there and spun on them,” he said 
about the approximately 450 residents 
of Green Turtle Cay. “They’re going to 
need a lot of different things.”

Key West and New Plymouth, the 
main village on Green Turtle, which is 
only about three miles long and a half-
mile wide, became sister cities in 1977, 
honoring the influx of residents who 
left the Bahamian Cay to settle in Key 
West over the years, bringing their ship 
building, sponging and fishing skills to 
the U.S. Bahamian painter Alton Lowe 
has a museum of his work on the Cay, 

which also houses several items from 
Key West. In addition, there is a “Loy-
alist Memorial Sculpture Garden,” a 
Bahamian national monument, with 
busts of prominent Bahamian resi-
dents, similar to the sculpture garden 
in Key West next to Mallory Square. 
Some people have busts in both gar-
dens to honor their joint heritage.

With Dorian still heading towards 
the U.S. mainland, the adrenaline level 
of Key West Cares members – about 
1,500 had joined the Facebook page 
by Tuesday – is high, with several boat 
owners ready to set sail for Green Tur-
tle, about 300 miles away. But that 
would be the worst thing to do right 
now, Menta said. He has been in touch 
with Ministry of The Bahamas offi-

cials, who said it is too dangerous for 
boats because of all the debris in the 
water. In addition, roads are impass-
able so any supplies cannot reach the 
people who need them right now.

“They don’t want any boats coming 
in. Zero. They’re more worried about 
getting people out. I just put that mes-
sage out [on the Facebook page.] A lot 
of local boaters were ready to go over,” 
Menta said.

The best way to help is to gather 
monetary donations, which are being 
collected by the Glad Tidings Taber-
nacle, 1209 United St. The Taberna-
cle’s lead pastor, Bishop Jonathan Car-
ey, is from The Bahamas himself.

 X Continued on page 8
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FKAA’s Cindy Bunch 
Retires on a High Note
Florida Keys, September 5

Cindy Bunch, a 26-year employee with the Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority, had 
a banner week. Not only did she celebrate her retirement, she was also recog-

nized as the Authority’s Employee of Quarter for the second Quarter of 2019.
Cindy has had an outstanding career at the Authority.  Starting as a Customer 

Service Clerk in 1993, Cindy rose through the ranks to her current position as Ac-
counts Receivable Specialist.  Due to her substantial experience and superior cus-
tomer service skills, Cindy was selected to handle some of the most challenging 
assignments, noted Executive Director, Kirk Zuelch. “Cindy will be missed by all of 
us, including the many customers she has assisted throughout her career”.

The Authority wishes Cindy well as she heads off to enjoy time with her grand-
daughter and entire family. n

Cindy Bunch receives her Employee of the Quarter and retirement rec-
ognition from the FKAA’s Board of Directors. Pictured from left to right: 
Richard J. Toppino, Vice-Chairman, Cara Higgins, Board Member, Cindy 
Bunch, J. Robert Dean, Chairman and Kirk C. Zuelch, Executive Director.

Local Artists Win Prestigious Grant
The Florida Keys Council of the 

Arts proudly announces two lo-
cal artists, Nellie Appleby and Vivien 
Segel, are the 2018-2019 winners of 
the South Florida Cultural Consor-
tium Award for Visual and Media 
Artists.

Ms. Appleby and Ms. Segel were 
both awarded a prize of $7,500, 
joining several other artists from 
South Florida so honored in this 
year’s SFCC competition. The SFCC 
grants are among the largest such 
awards provided by local arts agen-
cies in the United States. The South 
Florida Cultural Consortium Pro-
gram offers the largest regional, gov-
ernment-sponsored artists’ grants in 
the United States, awarding $15,000 
and $7,500 grants to resident visual 
and media artists. 

Since it was established in 1988, 
the Consortium has awarded close 
to $4 million to over 300 artists. The 
Consortium is an alliance of the Arts 
Councils of Broward, Palm Beach, 
Miami-Dade, Monroe and Martin 
Counties.

Nellie Appleby’s life and work are 
deeply engrossed with the study of 
ecology and plants, the cultivation of 
gardens and beauty, the exploration 
of wildness and the examination of 
culture and expression through the 
actions of photography and sculpture. 
She has dedicated her life to these 
practices. She lives and works in be-
loved Key West, Florida.

Ms. Segel, with her fascination 
for tools and woodworking, creates 
assemblages and collages using odd 

or old objects, wood or parts from 
damaged antique furniture and oth-
er rejected items that she sometimes 
finds in the streets or at yard sales. 
All her pieces are generally reworked 
several times, involving all composi-
tion aspects. 

The reconfiguration and refin-
ing process often ends up showing 
complete changes from the original 
concept. 

This constant evolution is evidence 
of her desire to always test, stretch 

and expand her abilities. To Segel, 
personal and professional life chal-
lenges have always been tools for 
self-improvement and her search is 
constant and endless.

The South Florida Cultural Con-
sortium Visual and Media Artists 
Grant Program is a cooperative proj-
ect funded in part with the support 
of the Boards of the five counties 
and of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the Florida Department of 
State Division of Cultural Affairs 
and the Florida Council on Arts and 
Culture.

In preparation for the 2020 
South Florida Cultural Consortium 
Visual and Media Artist Grant Pro-
gram, The Florida Keys Council of 
the Arts is offering a free workshop 
this Friday, September 20, 2019 
from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm at the Gato 
Building, 1100 Simonton Street 
Key West, FL 33040

RSVP appreciated: 305-2954369 / 
director@keysarts.com. For more in-
formation visit, www.keysarts.com or 
call the office – 305.295.4369. n

Vivien SegelNellie Appleby



F L O R I D A  K E Y S

7
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 12-18, 2019

SAME OR NEXT DAY 
APPOINTMENTS

CARDIOLOGY OF THE KEYS

Key West • Marathon • 305.294.8334

Physician and location subject to availability.

• The only Ivy League affiliated cardiology practice in South Florida.
• Close to you with two convenient locations in the Keys.

• Mount Sinai Medical Center has been named one of the nation’s
100 Top Hospitals by IBM Watson HealthTM for two consecutive years,
and is the only hospital in South Florida to be named to the 2019 list.

Dr. Joan Homan Dr. Ray Rodriquez Dr. Roger Steinfeld

First State Bank’s Magalnik 
Promoted to Operations 
Supervisor
First State Bank is proud to announce the promotion of Ma-

rina Magalnik to Operations Supervisor. 
Magalnik joined the First State Bank family in June of 2008 

as an EFT Reconciliation Coordinator. She was promoted to 
Bookkeeping Supervisor in 2008, Senior Customer Service 
Support in 2012, and Operations Support Specialist in 2016.

She has proven her value in all the roles she has held within 
the Bank.  Dawn Lau, Deposit Operations Officer describes her 
as “providing very good service to our branch staff and man-
agement; in addition, she strives to be accurate and prompt in 
all of her responses or requests for information.” 

Born in Russia, Magalnik studied Architectural Design be-
fore moving to the United States where she attended Miami 
Dade College until starting her banking career. n

First State Bank’s Almeida 
Promoted to Customer 
Service Representative, 
Digital Banking
First State Bank is proud to 

announce the promotion 
of Margarita Almeida to Cus-
tomer Service Representative 
– Digital Banking.

Almeida joined First State 
Bank in June of 2016 as a Teller 
at the Key West Winn Dixie lo-
cation. She has proven herself as 
a valuable member of the Teller 
Line at that branch. “Margari-
ta’s loyalty and dedication to her 
customers, her co-workers, and 

the Bank are exemplary,” said 
Deanna Jones, Online Banking 
Supervisor “We are proud to 
recognize her with this promo-
tion and are confident she will 
continue to deliver the excep-
tional experiences customers 
have come to expect.”

Almeida was born in Cuba 
and moved to Key West in 
2005.  She attended Daytona 
Community College before 
joining the Bank. n
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Another way to help is to donate 
supplies and the Key West Cares Face-
book page will have information about 
what will be needed. There is a public 
meeting at 1:30 Wednesday, Sept. 4, 
at Key West City Hall to continue the 
organization process. Anyone who 
wants to help is welcome to attend.

“This recovery is going to go on for 
a long time,” said former Key West 
Mayor Craig Cates, who is helping 
the relief effort. “We want to collect 
as much stuff as we can to get it over 
there as quickly as we can.”

“The biggest impact that Key West 
Cares is going to have, I think, is 
you’ll see flotillas going over in No-

vember when we know what they 
need. It’s going to be a long haul,” 
Menta said. “We can send over 100 
generators but if they don’t have any 
gas, they’re useless. I know from ex-
perience you need mosquito repel-
lent, tarps. Tarps are gold.”

Assistant Key West City Manager 
Greg Veliz was at the initial meeting, 
along with Mayor Teri Johnston and 
Commissioner Clayton Lopez, when 
Key West Cares was formed. He said 
the city is offering meeting space at 
City Hall but is waiting to see what 
else is needed going forward.

“It’s so early on. We don’t know 
what they need yet. But we’re going 
to support any effort we can; collec-
tion points, sponsorship, whatever 
we can do,” Veliz said. n

Key West jumps...
 X Continued from page 5

Student Teachers 
at Bahama Village 
Music Program 
help kick off 20th 
Season of free 
music education
Bahama Village Music Program student teachers have 

rocked the start of the 20th season of free music educa-
tion for children. (From left to right) Akilah winters, Gabe 
Rodriguez, Leia Bryan, Sophia Da Silva, Nicole Natal, Sarah 
Valdez, Divya Navani, (back row) Charles Winters, Ella Hall, 
Teresa Gaitan-Palencia, Delaney Smith, Mercedes Da Silva, 

Jesse Brady teach private instrument lessons as well as help with a dozen 
classes offered by BVMP, from Music Theory to School of Rock to Joyful 
Voices choir. For more information about enrollment and classes offered, 
please visit their website at bvmpkw.org or call Katchen Duncan at 305-
504-7664 or Katchen@bvmpkw.org. Celebrating 20 years of free music ed-
ucation for children  It takes a Village. n
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Ryan Acker, in his Campaign logo, 
thanks you for being a friend. In 

turn, he promises to be one of the best 
friends you’ve ever had: “When I see 
someone in need…if I can somehow 
make their life better…I’m there.” 

And that is how he, who you can 
usually find at the front bar of Bour-
bon St. Pub, has arrived at the door-
step of the Royal Campaign of FAN-
TASY FEST as a King Candidate.

Originally from Lansing, Michigan 
(where his parents, a sister, brother- in- 
law and two nephews still reside), Ryan, 
38, left his home state to work for Dia-
monds International in the Caribbean, 
ultimately residing on St. Thomas, but 
his desire to return to the States was 
granted by a retail opportunity with 
the same company in Key West about 
a decade ago. Jill and Sandy, then-own-

ers of Aqua nightclub on Duval, hired 
him to bartend during shows and it was 
shortly thereafter that Bourbon St. Pub 
management approached him. 

It was there, at 724 Duval, that Ryan 
became experienced in the art of rais-
ing money. It started with a fundraiser 
for a local chiropractor, a friend who 
had fallen into medical crisis. Financial 
need for ongoing care and rehabilita-
tion was steep and Ryan was pivotal in 
raising over $6,000. The unexpected 

death of a fellow bartender propelled 
Ryan again to generate funds for a gra-
cious burial and transportation for the 
family to say goodbye. He earned the 
crown of King of Mardi Gras in 2016 
by collecting money “in any way possi-
ble” between 10 p.m. and Midnight to 
benefit The Sister Season Fund. Other 
past experiences include that of Mark 
Patterson’s successful bid for King and, 
last year, pitching in on Larry Black-
burn and Bernadette Restivo’s respec-
tive Campaigns.

So why him, and why AH, and why 
now? “Everything just fell into place. I 
know that every year, when people do 
this, they give a big part of their every-
day life, and I’m financially ready, plus 
my work schedule is more flexible. It 
seems meant to be.”

Ryan concedes that HIV/AIDS never 

directly touched his life early on. It wasn’t 
until he became imbedded into the Key 
West community that he became fully 
aware of the struggles many have who 
depend on AH for medical, housing or 
mental health services. Ryan has had 
many experiences with recipients of AH 
programs by chance. For example:

“I was dressed up and when my 
Uber driver asked where I was head-
ing, I told her that I was attending an 
information meeting for AH King of 
Fantasy Fest. During my drop-off, she 
cried and hugged me. She’s a resident 
of AH-owned property and she told 
me, “Without them, I wouldn’t have a 
place to live’. That explains everything. 
We have to be each other’s friend. I 
consider my Campaign a joint effort 
because that’s how it’s done in Key 
West: as a team.” n

The Royal Candidate of FANTASY FEST 2019
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Upper Keys Rotary Clubs 
Join Forces for Hurricane 
Dorian Relief

Help Rotarians “stuff the boat” for 
Hurricane Dorian relief in the Ba-

hama islands. The Upper Keys Rotary 
Foundation, Key Largo Rotary and Key 
Largo Sunset Rotary have joined forces 
to collect supplies and monetary dona-
tions for bulk purchases which will be 
directly ship to the Bahamas.

Working with Rotary District 6990, 
which includes Monroe, Miami-Dade 
and Broward counties, as well as the 
Grand Bahama Islands, the Upper Keys 
Rotary Foundation, led by Disaster 
Coordinator Don Horton, and fellow 
members, have secured a 181-foot ves-
sel to haul supplies to the areas of need 
in the Bahama. Dockage has been re-
served and Rotarians on the islands will 
assist with distribution efforts.

“Before the storm finished its path 
of destruction, efforts were under-
way,” said Horton, a 20-year Rotar-
ian. “We have done hurricane relief 
efforts following Irma, Florence and 
Michael. We are familiar with the 
most-pressing needs and have the 
connections to ensure donations are 
fairly distributed.”

Tax-deductible donations can be 
made at https://keysrotary.club/do-
nate, or mailed to Upper Keys Rotary 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1514, Tavernier, 
FL 33070, with Hurricane Relief in the 
memo line. In addition, several drop-
off locations are available in the Upper 
Keys. Check out the Facebook page, 
Upper Keys Rotary Club, for the most 
current dates and times. n

Pallets of supplies purchased tax-free are ready to ship to the Bahamas for 
Hurricane Dorian Relief efforts.
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Poetry Reading with  
B.H. Fairchild

Thurs. Sept. 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Tennessee Williams Theatre

About B.H. Fairchild
B.H. Fairchild is the author of seven 
collections of poetry, including The 
Arrival of the Future (Swallow’s Tale 
Press, 1985); Local Knowledge (W.W. 
Norton, 2005; The Art of the Lathe 
(Alice James Books, 1998), which was 
a finalist for the National Book Award 

and also received the Kingsley Tufts 
Poetry Award, the William Carlos 
Williams Award, the PEN West Po-
etry Award, and the California Book 
Award; Early Occult Memory Sys-

tems of the Lower Midwest (W.W. 
Norton, 2003), which received the 
National Book Critics Circle Award 
and the Bobbitt National Prize for 
Poetry from the Library of Congress; 
Usher (W.W. Norton, 2009); and The 
Blue Buick: New and Selected Poems 
(W.W. Norton, 2014), which was one 
of two books of poetry chosen for the 

ALA 2015 Notable Books List and was 
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. He 
has been awarded Guggenheim, NEA, 
and Rockefeller (Bellagio) fellowships. 
His poems have appeared in The New 
Yorker, Paris Review, Hudson Review, 
Southern Review, Poetry, Yale Review, 
The Sewanee Review, and many other 
journals and anthologies. 

The College of the Florida Keys 
(CFK) invites the community to 

CFK Poetics: A Visiting Poets Series 

comprised of three events. The series 
kicks off with open mic poetry on Sep-
tember 18 at 6 p.m. in the Library on 
the Key West Campus. The College 
will host two evening events with es-
teemed poets B.H. Fairchild, on Sep-
tember 19 at 6 p.m., and Chelsea 
Rathburn, on October 9 at 6 p.m. in 

the Tennessee Williams Theatre on the 
Key West Campus. All events are free 
and open to the public.

CFK Poetics is made possible 
through the support of the Flori-
da Humanities Council. The goal of 
this series is to connect the Florida 
Keys community and CFK students 

with poets whose work illustrates the 
critical intersections and changing 
landscapes and examines the social, 
psychological, and environmental 
changes that working-class residents 
in a tourist destination can identify 
with and by which they can be in-
spired. n

The College of the Florida Keys invites community 
to “CFK Poetics: A Visiting Poets Series”

Poetry Reading with  
Chelsea Rathburn

Wednesday, October 9th 2019  
at 6:00 p.m.

Tennessee Williams Theatre

About Chelsea Rathburn
Chelsea Rathburn is the poet laure-
ate of Georgia and author of three 
books of poetry, including the New 
York Times New & Noteworthy col-
lection Still Life with Mother and 
Knife, published in 2019 by Lou-
isiana State University Press. Her 
poems and essays have appeared in 
Poetry, Ploughshares, the Atlantic, 
Creative Nonfiction, and many other 
journals. A fifth-generation native of 
Miami, she currently lives in Macon, 
Georgia, with her husband, the poet 
James Davis May, and their daugh-

ter. She is an assistant professor of 
English and creative writing at Mer-
cer University.
Funding for this program was pro-
vided through a grant from the Flor-
ida Humanities Council with funds 
from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities.  Any views, findings, 
conclusions, or recommendations ex-
pressed in this program do not nec-
essarily represent those of the Florida 
Humanities Council or the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.
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A Positive Step of Monroe County Seeks Group 
Facilitator for Upper Keys Program

A Positive Step of Monroe County, Inc., a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization serving Monroe 

County’s highest risk kids and their families since 
1999, is seeking a Group Facilitator for its Father-
hood Program in the Upper Keys, which helps 
dads develop new skills as parents and co-parents, 
and in anger management, health, and substance 
abuse awareness, among other topics. 

The successful candidate should have two years 
of experience facilitating group sessions, teaching, 
or another related field. The successful candidate 
will be required to guide participating Fatherhood 

Program dads through an evidence-based work-
book curriculum. 

There are 12 1.5 to 2 hour group sessions, held 
once a week, with the position paying $35.00 per 
hour plus miles. 

The successful candidate must pass a background 
screening and have a valid Florida driver’s license 
and transportation. 

Interested candidates for this Upper Keys posi-
tion can mail a resume to apsmccrp@aol.com. For 
more information about APSMC and its programs 
visit apsmc.org. n
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BY BARRY E KRISCHER

The better question would be 
“should I leave a child in my car 

unattended?” Given the heat of the 
day in south Florida the answer is 
self-evident. That said, what does Flor-
ida Statute 316.6135 provide?

It is a crime to leave a child in a car 
unattended for longer than 15 minutes 
or for any period of time that results in 
great bodily harm, permanent disabil-
ity, or permanent disfigurement to the 
child. However, it is not unlawful to 
leave a child alone in a car for less than 
15 minutes, provided the car is not 
running and the health of the child is 
not in danger. Which is odd, as most 
people would leave the engine running 
so as to keep the AC running in the 
closed vehicle.

Thus, the crime of Leaving a Child 
Alone in a Car occurs when a “care-
giver” leaves a child younger than 
six-years old unattended in a motor 
vehicle for longer than 15 minutes. A 
caregiver is defined as a parent, legal 
guardian, or other person responsible 
for a young child.

Additionally, if the child is left unat-
tended in a running motor vehicle for 
any period of time that results in great 
bodily harm, permanent disability, or 
permanent disfigurement to the child, 
the crime is enhanced from a misde-
meanor to a felony. 

While the research makes clear that 
the interior of a vehicle can become 
dangerously hot in 10 minutes, if 
the child does not suffer great bodily 
harm, permanent disability, or perma-
nent disfigurement, it is a defense to 
the crime of Leaving a Child Alone in 
a Car that the period the child was left 
unattended was less than 15 minutes.

Hyperthermia is the greatest dan-
ger. Heat stroke can damage the brain 
and other body organs and even lead to 
death. It doesn’t take long for a child’s 
body to become over heated when left in 
a car. Research by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
shows that, heatstroke can occur when 
outside temperatures are as low as 60 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Even on a moderately 
sunny day, a car becomes like an oven, 
rising 20 degrees or more in 10 minutes 
— car interiors can reach 117 degrees 
when it’s only 72 degrees outside. And 
cracking a car window open doesn’t keep 
the inside temperature of the car from 
rising, say safety experts. Most of the 
children who have died from heat stroke 
after being left alone in a car were 3 years 
old and under, but it has happened to 
children as old as 14.

What to do? C.H.L.A., (Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles), suggests every-
one A.C.T.:

A: Avoid heatstroke-related injury 
and death by never leaving your child 
alone in a car, not even for a minute. 
And make sure to keep your car locked 
when you’re not in it so kids don’t get 
in on their own.

C: Create reminders by putting 
something in the back seat of your car 
next to your child such as a briefcase, 
a purse or a cell phone that is needed 
at your final destination. This is espe-
cially important if you’re not following 
your normal routine.

T: Take action. If you see a child 
alone in a car, call 911. Emergency 
personnel want you to call. They are 
trained to respond to these situations. 
One call could save a life.

So…, the answer to the opening 
question is, never leave a child alone in 
a vehicle, even for a minute! And make 

sure to keep your car doors locked 
when you are absent, so children don’t 
get in on their own.  

Barry Krischer has been a criminal 
law practitioner for 48 years. He served 
as State Attorney in Palm Beach County 

from 1992 - 2008. He currently volun-
teers at the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
Office, Legal Affairs Unit, and regularly 
provides in-service training to law en-
forcement officers. He can be reached at 
KrischerLaw@outlook.com. n

K N O W  Y O U R  R I G H T S

Can I leave my child in my car to run an errand for 
3 minutes?

It is a crime to leave a child in a car unattended for 
longer than 15 minutes or for any period of time that 
results in great bodily harm, permanent disability, or 
permanent disfigurement to the child. However, it is 
not unlawful to leave a child alone in a car for less than 
15 minutes, provided the car is not running and the 
health of the child is not in danger. Which is odd, as 
most people would leave the engine running so as to 
keep the AC running in the closed vehicle.
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 09/12
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

TURNER HARRISON
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 09/13
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 09/14
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 09/15
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 09/16
RAVEN COOPER
noon - 5pm

BLACK & SKABUDDAH
6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 09/17
ALLEN “FRANKENDREAD” HOLLAND
noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR
6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 09/18
TONY BALTIMORE
noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER
6:45 - midnight

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 09/12

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES
EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Friday 09/13

CLOSED WHILE WE
MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!
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Saturday 09/14

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/15

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/16

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/17

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Saturday 09/18

CLOSED WHILE WE

MAKE OURSELVES

EVEN PRETTIER! :)

Bottlecap / Blue Room

1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  

FL 33040

littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Thursday 09/12

Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Coffee Butler

5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 09/13

Piano Bar Happy Hour  

5:30-7:30

Larry Smith & Christine  

Cordone 8-11

Saturday 09/14

Piano Bar Happy Hour James 

King 5:30-7:30

Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Sunday 09/15

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Liza 

Jane and Nina Newton  

5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 09/16

Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with

Malathi 5:30-7:30

Little Room Jazz Jam with Larry 

Smith 8-11

Tuesday 09/17

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 

Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 09/18

Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Karen Hiens

5:30-7:30

Chris Burchard & Company 8-11

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

The Jessie Brown Trio Returns to 
the Hog’s Breath Saloon

Jessie Brown, a singer-songwriter from 
Indiana, returns at the Hog’s Breath Sa-

loon, 400 Front St., Sept. 16 – 22,taking 
to stage for the mid-shift gig,4:30 – 8:30 
pm. Jessie has been playing music since 
she was a little girl. Her family was part of 
a touring southern gospel group, and Jes-
sie traveled and sang with them starting at 
age three until she was 13. “I didn’t have 
what people probably think of as a tradi-
tional childhood,” she says. “But I feel so 

privileged to have had a background like 
that. I learned to love being on stage.”

Jessie knew that she wanted to be a coun-
try artist when she took the stage and per-
formed the first song she wrote. “Music has 
always been a part of my life, but singing 
my own song was such an adrenaline rush,” 
she says. “I thought, this feels good and this 
feels right. It’s what I was created to do.”

Come on in to the Hog’s Breath Saloon 
and meet Jessie Brown, for yourself. n
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

It: Chapter Two

Stephen King’s nearly 12,000 page 
epic ‘Moby Dick of horror’ returns 

to the screen with its second install-
ment, once again directed by Andy 
Muschietti. While losing some of its 
previous spontaneity and surprise 
through its focus on the adult cast and 
the minor treatment of the original 
stars, “It: Chapter Two” still manages 
some charge mainly through the scary 
and compelling figure of Pennywise 
(Bill Skarsgård) and the talents of Jes-
sica Chastain.

This second chapter begins where 
the first left off. The terrifying su-
pernatural clown-shaped force is at 
it again now in the 21st century and 
there are more deaths of minors com-
bined with the plainly unlucky.

The clown-buster kids are now all 
grown up (much to the dismay of this 
sequel). Comic Bill Hader plays wise-
guy Richie Tozier. James McAvoy is 
the angst ridden Bill Denbrough who 
used to stutter and Jessica Chastain is 
Beverly Marsh, the empathic and kind 

red-haired girl with whom everyone is 
infatuated, especially the chubby and 
very likable Ben Hanscom, now played 
by Jay Ryan as a handsome athletic 
type who has lost quite a bit of weight.

The gang has a wonderful time re-
uniting despite some initial scares. All 
of them previously became nauseous 
with fear. No matter, it is now the era 
of the iPhone and they are settling 
down to a Chinese feast. But watch 
out for those fortune cookies...

During the after dinner conver-
sation, the gang gets more than they 
asked for.

The friends quickly become aghast 
and horrified realizing that It—a bloody 
murderous force—has re-energized.

The Loser’s Club tries to come up 
with a solution; there is cause for a child-
hood ritual. It, the shape-shifter is a cos-
mic force and it is nearly unstoppable.

There is some good acting. Both 
Hader and Chastain are excellent 
because we can see the child with-
in. A highlight is Joan Gregson as a 
terribly spooky aged lady. There are 
also some arresting visuals, notably 
the restaurant scene which features 
some visuals inspired by painter Hi-
eronymus Bosch or H.R. Giger. And 
Skarsgård is terrific as the frightful 
Pennywise, although he is a clown of 
very few words.

Where the film suffers is in its focus 
on the adult characters, who are not 
nearly as interesting as their child coun-
terparts. Most of the adults are preoccu-
pied with going from place to place and 
there is little in between. It all becomes 
a short attention span festival with one 
quick fright-face after another.

Fans will cheer for the cameo of Ste-
phen King as a nonchalant antiques 
dealer (in addition to director Peter 
Bogdanovitch as, what else, a director) 
but for the most part the film becomes 
a noisy rush.

When the team conducts a kind of 
séance with its focus on rotten boards, 
hidden doors, zombies and skulls, the 
film plays like a silly scene from “The 
Goonies” rather than something truly 
scary. Too many transformations in-
volve rotten flesh and become repetitive. 
An exception is the drain sighting by an 
adult Bill Denbrough, who is overcome 
with guilt. There is real haunt.

While the final third of the film feels 
like “Ghostbusters” and the overly 
corny “The Goonies,” it is Pennywise 
alone who has one last fine moment: 
deflated in his power, the clown be-
comes a tiny mewling baby in Victo-
rian dress. The effect is both macabre 
and poignant. n

Tel Aviv on Fire

Tel Aviv on Fire,” Sameh Zoabi‘s 
comic film is a somewhat zany 

send up of political affairs regarding Is-
rael and Palestine, with some thought-
ful and pensive accents. Like Armando 
Iannucci’s “The Death of Stalin,” this 
is a colorful portrait of an artist strug-

gling to write for a soap opera in an 
occupied land. It is pointed and brisk.

Salem (Kais Nashef) is a production 
assistant on a Palestinian-made soap 
opera. He is fed up with his routine 
as a glorified errand runner. By chance 
Salem meets Assi (Yaniv Biton) an 
Israeli guard who likes his show, but 
wishes it were more romantic. Salem 
picks Assi’s brain for ideas and he gets 
a few suggestions. Salem then asks Assi 
for more material. Assi agrees to write 
several scenes in exchange for daily 
portions of hummus.

The soap opera team loves the new 
scripts.

Assi is a pushover for romance and 
demands an Israeli / Palestinian wed-
ding story.

The film portrays everyone locked 
in their own insular worlds. Assi 
prides himself on being macho and 
strong, yet he loves sentimental pab-
ulum. Assi also wants the soap to be 
Disneyesque to please his wife. Soap 
star Tala (Lubna Azabel) is vain and 
demands to be on-camera and glam-
ourous at all times.

Meanwhile Salem is at pains to ex-
press something meaningful about the 
Israeli occupation.

While it helps to know something 
of the Israeli-Palestine conflict, lay au-
diences can still appreciate the mad-
cap sensibility, the sharp dialogue and 
some quirky happenstance.

“Tel Aviv on Fire” belongs in the 
same canon of social commentary 
films such as “Dr. Strangelove” and 
“Women on the Verge of a Nervous 
Breakdown”.

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

“



Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

Cuban Coffee & Sandwiches

Get a FREE Bag of Chips and
FREE Fountain Drink (70 flavors!)

with your Sandwich purchase.

• Great SANDWICHES
made to order!

• ATM • Hot, Iced & Cuban COFFEE
• Boat Wrapped Sandwiches

• Soda, Snacks, Ice & COLD BEER
• Fishing Poles, Bait, Tackle & Supplies

6AM to 3PM • 305-292-3309
For full menu, see our ad in the Konk Life Restaurant Guide.

Tony’s
Cuban Cafe
In the Southernmost Shell Station
at North Roosevelt & First Street

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
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B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Kneeling front, Danny Hughes, and back row left to right, Paul Menta, John Toppino, 
John Sims, Stephanie Wiese, Robert Spottswood Jr., Billy Wardlow, Clayton Lopez, and 
Jim Gilleran are pictured with relief supplies for Key West’s Sister City of Green Turtle 
Cay in the Bahamas. Organized by the Key West Cares hurricane Dorian relief organi-
zation and sponsored by the Toppino and Spottswood families, Linda Turek, Fury Wa-
tersports, Sebago Key West, Keys Energy Services and others in the Keys community, 
these and other critical supplies were on the two first relief flights out of Key West on 
Friday, “Angel 1” which departed Key West at approximately 12:30pm and “Angel 2” 
which departed shortly thereafter. (Lisa Weise/Key West Cares)
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Red Barn Theatre Launches Into 40th Season with 
Sparkling New Website and Stellar Lineup

Forty years. It rolls off the tongue 
easily: Forty years.

That’s 1980, in case you don’t want 
to do the math. Gas was seventy-nine 
cents a gallon. CNN, Rubik’s Cube, and 
Post-it Notes debuted. A decent house 
cost $13,000. And Key West’s Red Barn 
Theatre lit its stage for the first time.

This fall, the venerable Red Barn 
will play those lights across that stage 
for its 40th professional season with a 
mix of new, classic, and original work, 
featuring top local, regional, and na-
tional talent. From the unequaled Ter-
rence McNally to the currently white-
hot Nia Vardalos and Aaron Posner, 
the Red Barn has pulled out all the 
stops to celebrate this landmark season 
with Broadway-quality shows.

And to top it off, they’ve launched a 
brand new interactive website that fea-
tures not only everything Red Barn – 
from profiles to tickets to subscriptions 
and more – but provides a look back at 
the theater’s stellar 40 year run as well. 
The new redbarntheatre.com is now up 
and running and open for business.

“Our old web host changed their 
hardware and software, making our 
website pretty much obsolete,” said 

Bob Bowersox, head of Publicity for 
the Red Barn. “The new website is ter-
rific – it looks new and clean, and it’s 
much easier to navigate and use. Our 
thanks to designer Susannah Wells and 
Wonderdog Studios for a great job.”

A visit to the new website will give a 
full rundown of the new 40th season:

Opening December 10 and running 
through January 4 of 2020 will be 
Broadway darling Nia Vardalos’ adap-
tation of Cheryl Strayed’s provocative 
book, “Tiny Beautiful Things,” where-

in a struggling writer takes over an ad-
vice column and humorously addresses 
questions that sometimes have no an-
swers. The show will feature national 
actress Jessica Patton Pellegrino, along 
with local favorites David Black, Mor-
gan Fraga Pierson, and Arthur Crock-
er. It will be directed by Joy Hawkins.

Playwright Aaron Posner’s playful 
new hit play, “Life Sucks”, will take the 
stage January 14 through February 8, 
starring David Black, George DiBraud, 
Aaron Duclos, Jessica Miano Kruel, 

Karl Stahl, Caroline Taylor, and Susan-
nah Wells, again directed by Hawkins. 
A group of old friends, ex-lovers, and 
occasional enemies gather to grabble 
with life’s thorniest questions and each 
other. What could possibly go wrong?

The Red Barn’s always original and 
very popular “Short Attention Span 
Theater” returns February 18 through 
March 14, with this year’s theme, “The 
Twilight Zone”. The evening of very 
funny, very oddball short plays will 
be produced and directed by the Red 
Barn’s founding family, Mimi and Gary 
McDonald and their now-adult kids, 
Jack and Amber. Expect anything and 
everything to happen.

And this stellar season will end with 
Broadway legend Terrence McNally’s 
classic “Frankie and Johnny at the Clair 
de Lune”, running March 24 through 
April 18. Directed by Murphy Davis, 
the play is a timeless love story about 
a waitress and a short order cook, their 
one-night stand, and their longing for 
more. It will star Erin McKenna and 
an as-yet unnamed actor.

There will also be two Special Events 
(not part of the Subscription Series): 
“The Mood I’m In”, a special two-night 
musical evening with singer, pianist, 
arranger Jim Rice (whose talent has 
graced many a stage show in Key West) 
will run February 2-3; and “John Wells 
is Still Alive and Well and Living In 
Key West” will run March 8 and 9, fea-
turing raconteur and troubadour John 
Wells, one of the founders of the Red 
Barn, who will offer his audiences over 
40 years of his stories and songs.

All in all, a great season at one of Key 
West’s true gems. For more information 
and tickets for this big 40th season, visit 
the new website at redbarntheatre.com 
or call the box office at 305-296-9911. n
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Domino and 
Milhouse
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

Two kind boys and one good man 
forever changed the lives of two 

very lucky cats. 
Domino and Milhouse  came into 

the shelter as strays within two months 
of each other in mid-2018. Milhouse 
was part of a group of trapped feral 
cats, most of whom were not able to 
be tamed or trusting enough to be 
adopted as house cats. After being 
spayed/neutered, those cats were ei-
ther returned to a caretaker at their 
original location, became employed as 
“ratters” by responsible local business-
es, or went to other local rescues. But 
Milhouse showed potential as a house 
kitty and went into our colony rooms 
where he adapted quickly and began 
what was to be a long wait for his sec-
ond chance. 

Domino’s entry to the shelter was 
a bit more dramatic. He was found 
in front of a Domino’s Pizza by two 
young boys. They knew this little kit-
ten was not in a good place, needed 
help, and determined to change that. 

They found a box and set out to catch 
him. They quickly learned that there is 
no correlation between the size of the 
kitten and the amount of shredding an 
arm can sustain during the capturing 
process, but that didn’t deter them! 
Somehow they managed to get Domi-
no contained and safely to the shelter. 
This was quite a feat, since they were 
transporting him in a cardboard box 
while traveling on a bike and a skate-
board. These boys were willing to go 
the distance for one little kitten and 
became instant heroes!

Unlike Milhouse, Domino did not 
easily adapt to shelter life. His early 
life experiences and possibly his genet-

ics left him with lots of fear. We were 
still at our old shelter where space 
was limited.  Each time we put him 
up for adoption in the colony rooms, 
the stress of the other cats and territo-
ry constraints caused him to get sick, 
which kept delaying his chances for 
adoption. When we moved into the 
new shelter, two big things changed 
for Domino. He moved into one of 
our new, spacious cat-friendly colony 
rooms. But more importantly,  Dom-
ino met Milhouse!  Friendships be-
tween animals, like with us, can be a 
powerful antidote to fear and isolation. 
As Milhouse took Domino under his 
paw, Domino started to come out of 

his shell. All the while, our volunteers 
and staff were engaging him using re-
ward-based training  through our Jack-
son Galaxy Cat Pawsitive Program, 
which also helped him gain confidence 
and become more adoptable. 

Time passed, and these two fur-
friends spent their days together. 
When Christopher came to the shelter 
looking to adopt a cat, “cat” was sin-
gular. But that’s not the way it went. 
He chose Milhouse but because Mil-
house had chosen Domino, Chris 
could not separate them and decided 
to adopt both boys. We were thrilled 
for the cats and very grateful to Chris 
for his open-hearted generosity. How-
ever, when he took them home, this 
wasn’t instantly one of those “...and 
they lived happily ever after” stories. 
On day two, both cats disappeared, 
and after a panicky search, Chris 
found them squirreled away, hidden 
under his guitar amplifier! Things have 
definitely improved as the weeks have 
passed. It’s taking time for Domino 
to learn that he is safe now but he is 
gradually building his trust in Chris.  
Chris’s patience and kindness is paying 
off and in baby steps, Domino is mak-
ing a new human friend. Having his 
steadfast pal Milhouse at his side, we 
feel confident that this story will ulti-
mately end with “...and they all lived 
happily ever after! n 
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Third Annual A Night at the Museum Event Benefits 
Florida Keys History and Discovery Foundation
Islamorada, FL

The Florida Keys History and 
Discovery Foundation is excit-

ed to announce plans for the third 
annual signature event, A Night at 
the Museum: Bootlegger Bash, with 
title sponsors, Islamorada Distilling 
and Islamorada Beer Company. The 
event is Saturday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m., 
at Keys History & Discovery Center 
and Islander Resort Conference Cen-
ter, MM 82.

For one night only, we’ll harken back 
to the Keys’ rum-running days where the 
prohibition contraband will be flowing 
and casino gaming chips will be flying! 
Guests will enjoy a cocktail reception, a 
delicious dinner and dessert, as well as 
an opportunity to bid on enticing trips, 
jewelry, personal indulgences, and much 
more in the live and silent auctions – all 

while having a roaring good time! 
Numerous sponsorship and under-

writing opportunities are available. 
The Signature Event Committee is 

also seeking items for the live and si-
lent auctions. This event sold out in 
advance the last two years; ensure you 
don’t miss the fun and secure your 
seats today by visiting www.keysdis-
covery.com/upcoming-events! For 
more information, contact Foundation 
Membership and Events Manager Erin 
Muir at 305-922-2237 or at info@
keysdiscovery.com.

The signature fundraising event 
benefits the Florida Keys History 
and Discovery Foundation, which 
operates the Keys History & Discov-
ery Center. Proceeds from the event 
will help support our most popular 
program, the Keys History & Dis-
covery Presents lecture series, stu-
dent field trips, exhibit expansions 
and more, to enhance educational 
and enrichment opportunities for lo-
cals and visitors alike. n

Guests at the second annual A Night at the Museum come dressed to the 
nines for the signature event. The third annual A Night at the Museum: 
Bootlegger Bash is set for Saturday, Nov. 16. (Photo credit to Alexander 
Neufeld Photography)

Key West Art & Historical Society’s Parent and 
Me Fort Adventures happen at Fort East Martello 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through May
Registration is open for this season’s 

Parent and Me Fort Adventure class-
es at Fort East Martello, 3501 S. Roo-
sevelt Blvd., offered on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings from 10:00am – 
11:30am by Key West Art & Historical 
Society. Led by educator Linda Stolze, 
the toddler-centric education program 
celebrates hands-on, inquiry-based 
learning while inviting children and par-
ents to explore the Fort and its artifacts, 
dioramas, and immersive exhibits.

Each week, this fun and education-

al class focuses on specific themes that 
include art, science, math, and build-
ing. Following a playful group circle 
time that promotes creativity, sensory 
exploration and problem solving, Ms. 
Linda will fill the morning with en-
gaging activities. Stolz received her BS 
from Murray State University in Ken-
tucky with a degree in PR and Equine 
Science, was certified for Teaching En-
glish as a Foreign Language (TEFL) and 
TESOL (Teachers of English to Speak-
ers of Other Languages) at UCLA, and 

then received her teaching credentials 
in Special Education, K-12 from Cali-
fornia State University at Northridge. 

Children will also be able to enjoy 
the Imagination Playground, water 
play, and story time in the spectacular 
setting of the Martello tower.

Classes are free for Key West Art & 
Historical Society members; suggested 
donation for non-members. For more 
information visit kwahs.org or contact 
Kassandra Collett at 305-295-6616 ex-
tension 114. n

Children examine flowers, a word 
that starts with the letter “F,” held by 
educator Linda Stolze during a previ-
ous Key West Art & Historical Society 
Parent and Me Fort Adventures class. 
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Monroe County Commissioner Heather Carruthers was happy 
to support the opening part of Womenfest 2019 at Alexander’s 
Guest House. Photo by Pete Arnow.

Jack Dingeman of Mangoes Restaurant, welcomes a group of 
ladies from Dallas to Drag Brunch No 2. Photo by Pete Arnow.

This group of women from the Boston area were happy to enjoy the Womenfest 
Pool Party at the Garden bar of  Bourbon Street Pub. Photo by Pete Arnow.

In spite of Hurricane Dorian, The Womenfest Kickoff was a great success this year 
at Alexander’s Guest House. Photo by Pete Arnow.
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Kevin Theriault, ED of the Key West Business Guild, Christo-
pher Elwell of Royall Furniture, and Virginia Panico, Executive 
VP of the Key West Chamber of Commerce were proud to hold 
a joint mixer of the two organizations at Royal Furniture. Photo 
by Pete Arnow.

Lennie Whitney, Joe Mather and Steve Aube get ready for the 
Womenfest luncheon of the Key West Business Guild. Photo by 
Pete Arnow.

Fritzie Estimond, Events Coordinator for the Key West Busi-
ness Guild thanks Laura Zequeira of Alexander’s Guest House 
for hosting the very successful opening party of Womenfest 
2019. Photo by Pete Arnow

I’ll Steal Your Wife was a big hit at the Mangoes Drag Brunch during Womenfest. 
Photo by Pete Arnow.
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2019 Womankind BraZaar live-auction Gala 
Fundraiser featuring a “Big Top” motif seeks artist 
to create themed-bras for live auction 
Since its inception in 2007, artists 

and designers have rallied their 
creativity to help Womankind net over 
$120,000 during their annual BraZaar 
gala fundraiser, proceeds that provide 
hundreds of women in need with 
free or affordable services, especial-
ly with breast health care. This year, 
the crowd-engaging, high-energy live 
auction featuring one-of-a-kind dec-
orated bras modeled by Womankind 
supporters is set to parade down the 
three-ringed catwalk on Thursday, 
October 17, from 7pm-10pm at Key 
West Theatre with a “Big Top Bash.” 
A dazzling ringmaster of ceremonies 
will introduce circus-style performanc-
es and games played by willing guests 
between presentation of bras and their 
ensembles. There will be spectacular 
surprises, hilarious booby prizes, a 
pre-auction welcome of sweet treats 
and libations and an online silent auc-
tion of additional decorated bra de-
signs that launches Friday, October 11.

Big Pine Key resident and stained-
glass artist Cathy Bouquet is no strang-
er to the event, supporting Woman-
kind’s purpose and mission with an 
original design entry since 2014. She 
offers sage advice for those wondering 
what it takes to make their own design.  

What were some of your designs and 
where did you get your ideas? “Little 
Miss Cupcake” was inspired from a Katy 
Perry video. “Pistol Packing Patty” was 
named after my over-the-top adventur-
ous little sister. “Full House,” modeled 
by Danilea Baswell, along with “Pare 
Fore,” modeled by Jenn Stefanacci, were 
created for last year’s Fantasy Fest theme, 
“The Games People Play.” I had a blast 
walking through Key West Dollar Store 

in the kiddie toy isle for ideas. 
Why did you decide to start making 

“ensembles” to go with the bra? I wanted 
to bring this event up to a new level, and, 
in doing so, hopefully raise more mon-
ey for Womenkind. Ensemble additions 
included an elaborately decorated tutu, 
headpiece, fishnet gloves and props.

What did it take to make them? Af-

ter reviewing the selected Fantasy Fest 
theme and weekly-themed parties, I 
strolled thru local stores such as Bealls 
Outlet, Home Depot, Dollar Store, 
Fairvilla, Ben Franklin – I so miss that 
place – and Pinterest. My first step 
was choosing that special bra. I did 
not have a mannequin, so I purchased 
a large plastic flower pot with a 38-

inch circumference and strapped the 
bra around it. Decorating the straps 
required pre-stretching and pinning to 
the work surface. A model head form 
was used to build the head piece. 

What is the best part of being part 
of this special fundraiser? Realizing 
that through my creations, I can pro-
vide funds for Womankind to assist lo-
cal women, men, and teens to receive 
quality health care by compassionate 
and devoted staff.   

Any advice for first-time participat-
ing artists? Let your imagination flow. 
Use E6000 adhesive. Put forth that 
WOW factor. Bring a smile to people’s 
faces. Give back to your community.  

Designs are blind juried, with accepted 
submissions entered in the event’s live and 
silent auctions. Artists whose designs are 
selected for the live auction will receive a 
complimentary event ticket. The bra with 
the highest live auction bid and the au-
dience favorite chosen through “voting 
with dollars” will win fabulous “Breast 
in Show” and “Most Mammarable” priz-
es. Deadline for submissions is Tuesday, 
October 1st. Download your applica-
tion now at WomankindKeyWest.com/
brazaar, get started on your design, and 
know that your participation helps raise 
awareness of breast health while raising 
money to help Womankind advance its 
mission to provide breast cancer screen-
ings and exams to local women. 

Tickets are $30 for general admission 
and $50 for preferred seating and can 
be purchased at thekeywesttheater.com. 
For more information about entry sub-
mission, or for businesses who wish to 
sponsor an artist’s bra, contact Mel at 
MGortarez@Womankindkeywest.org or 
call Womankind at 305-294-4004. n

Daniella Baswell models Cathy Bouquet’s “Full House” ensemble created 
for last year’s Womankind BraZaar gala fundraiser. This year’s Brazaar 
with a “Big Top Bash” theme seeks creatives to submit their decorated 
bras, with a deadline of October 1. For more information, contact Mel at 
MGortarez@Womankindkeywest.org or call Womankind at 305-294-4004. 
Photo courtesy of Cathy Bouquet
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to o�er. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

KWAHS Members 
Breakfast

Key West Art & Historical Society Membership Coordinator Kim Living-
ston, third from left, was joined by Society members, left to right, Bever-

ly Goldner, Patricia Hanna, Bill Goldner, Margo Ellis, Katharine Ward, and 
volunteer Edward Barowski at a members breakfast gathering at the Custom 
House Museum on Friday morning.

“Members get special parties and breakfast events like this one,” said Liv-
ingston, “plus other perks like early VIP admission to exhibit openings, a 
20% discount in our museum stores, advance and discounted registration 
in educational programs, and free admission to all our stewarded properties 
- the Custom House Museum, Key West Lighthouse & Keepers Quarters, 
Fort East Martello and the Tennessee Williams Museum.”  The next mem-
ber breakfast takes place on September 20. For more information on Society 
membership contact Kim Livingston at 305-295-6616, ext. 106.

Key West Art & Historical Society Announces 
Music at Martello Concert Featuring Perpetual 
Groove and The Happy Dog Band
On Thursday, December 12, 2019, 

Key West Art & Historical So-
ciety proudly presents the latest live 
concert event in its popular Music at 
Martello series, held on the grounds 
of historic Fort East Martello, 3501 S. 
Roosevelt Blvd. Doors open at 6:00pm 

with The Happy Dog Band starting at 
7 followed by featured legendary jam 
band, Perpetual Groove. 

Perpetual Groove, known for a sound 
that fuses Southern rock, funk, jazzy 
improvisation, indie rock and synth 
loops, and whose hits include “Save for 

One,” “Mr. Transistor,” “Three Weeks,” 
“Teakwood,” and “Walking in Place,” 
will be performing from their classic 
play list along with material from their 
newly released self-titled album.

Concertgoers are encouraged to bring 
chairs and blankets for a “backyard casu-
al” setup that will include food vendors 
and cash bar. General admission is $25; 
children under 12 admitted free. Limit-
ed parking is available; bicycling is en-
couraged. Ticket sales begin September 
17, 2019 at kwahs.org/tickets. n
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos by Rocky Tyrone

Are you ready to take 
the plunge and buy an 

island retreat that’s within walking 
distance of the best Key West has to 
offer? The charming two-bedroom, 
one-bath home located in the heart 
of Old Town may be just what you’re 
looking for!

Tucked away in a secluded com-
pound of classic Key West cottages, 
611 Grinnell St. Unit #4 offers the 
architectural touches, such as hard-
wood floors, so loved by residents of 
the Southernmost City, in a nearly 
800 square-foot house that’s easy to 
keep, and close to just about every-
thing this desirable part of town has 
to offer.

In fact this very private compound 
is actually easy to miss if you’re not 
looking for it! A small monthly asso-
ciation fee covers the maintenance of 
the good-sized swimming pool and 
deck area, as well as the mature land-
scaping – including a majestic banyan 
tree, which provides plenty of shade on 
hot summer days.

Inside, this wood-frame residence, 
built in 1928, offers an open concept 

living area, with the two bedrooms 
and bathroom located off to the side. 
Plenty of natural light gives the rooms 
a cheerful coziness that’s right in tune 
with the rest of the neighborhood.

Unit 4 is far back from Grinnell 
Street, affording quiet and privacy.

Out on the street, however, this 
neighborhood (located in Flood Zone 
X for the cheapest flood insurance) has 
it all. There’s a handy dog park just a 
stone’s throw away, as well as one of 
Key West’s favorite Cuban coffee count-
ers, just down the street. Beyond that 
are the famed bars and restaurants of 
the Key West Historic Seaport, the Key 
West Library, and the fun and excite-
ment of Duval Street, all within walk-
ing distance or a short bicycle trip away.

This island abode has been 
well-maintained by its current owner, 
with a new roof installed earlier this 
year, as well as three new mini-split air 
conditioning units. The exterior has 
also been freshly painted.

Purchase of the furnishings may be 
negotiated with the owner, making 
this an easy house to move into – and 
to fall in love with.

If you’ve got sand in your shoes 
and are ready to have your very own 
Key West pied-a-terre, make an ap-
pointment today to see this homey 

Location, location, location!
This charming yet affordable Key West hideaway 
has potential to spare

The cozy living room features a vaulted ceiling, Dade County Pine, hard-
wood floors and a new mini-split AC system. 

New landscaping and fresh exterior paint make 611 Grinnell St. #4 
sparkle. 
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little gem. You could become the 
lucky newest resident of the Old 
Town North neighborhood! It’s all 
here waiting for you, in the heart of 
Key West.

The home at 611 Grinnell St. is being 

offered for just $625,000.

To schedule a showing, or for more 

information, contact Listing Agents 

Derek Epperly and Jenna Blackwell of 

Berkshire Hathaway Knight & Gardner 

Realty, at305-393-6573, or by email at 

DerekandJenna@keysrealestate.com

To view more of their listings, visit 

their office, at 336 Duval St., or online 

atwww.keywestrealestate.info

keysscribe@aol.com

The enclosed screened-in porch is perfect for relaxing or enjoying your 
morning coffee or evening cocktail.

The open kitchen is quite functional for all of your cooking needs.

The good-sized master bedroom is charming and inviting.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

FEATURED LISTING
611 Grinnell Street #4 • Old Town, Key West

Flood Zone X. Charming 2/1 bungalow in a gated compound, surrounded by a  
large sunny pool encompassed by mature native shade trees. This home is  
located in the desirable neighborhood of Old Town North, which features every-
thing within a short stroll or bike ride that is quintessential Key West - architecture, 
shopping, nightlife and culture. Call us today for a private viewing! $625,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
58 Palm Drive • Saddlebunch Key

See Map

2

See Map

3
2
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See Map

4

The spare room can act as a second bedroom or would make an ideal  
home office. 

The back deck is located off of the spare room. Ideal for grilling and 
relaxing.

Cool off and relax in the large, virtually private shared pool encompassed 
by lush shade trees. 
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 611 Grinnell St. #4, Old Town, Key West  
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

4
3

2 
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Bascom Grooms Real Estate 26/08/19  $409,000  $395,000 59 Golf Club Dr 1996 Condo 2 No 4

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Beach Club Brokers 26/08/19  $399,000  $375,000 3314 Northside Dr, #16-16A 1985 Condo 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 26/08/19  $1,049,000  $975,000 38 Seaside S Ct 2005 Townhouse 4 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 23/08/19  $499,000  $450,000 1407 Olivia St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Truman & Co. 26/08/19  $2,375,000  $2,200,000 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #308 1986 Condo 3 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Coldwell Banker Schmitt 27/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,617,500 725 White 1952 Commercial 13 No 2

Truman & Co. Century 21 Island Life 23/08/19  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 1115 Southard St 1899 Single Fam 3 No 1

Preferred Properties Preferred Properties 23/08/19  $965,000  $905,000 11 Hutchinson Ln, #4 1913 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 23/08/19  $619,000  $608,000 1024 Packer St 1948 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 26/08/19  $239,900  $230,000 201 Coppitt Rd, #106 1974 Condo 1 Yes 1

Bascom Grooms Real Estate Keller Williams KW Compass 28/08/19  $649,000  $637,000 217 Truman 1933 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 23/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,520,000 24 Sunset Key Dr N/A Lots 0 Yes 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of August 22nd, 2019 to August 28th, 2019
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