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BY ROGER C. KOSTMAYER

While the Republican Party is busy 
shutting down state primaries 

to protect their President from other 
Republican primary candidates (like 
former governors Bill Weld and Mark 
Sanford, and former Representative 
Joe Walsh), the Democrats are real-
izing they need a big win across the 
board in 2020 if they hope to have a 
functioning Constitutional democracy 
that allows elected officials to do their 
job and solve serious problems.  A big 
win requires a party to win the House, 
White house & the Senate, and carry 
the lion’s share of local elections.

At the moment, the Democrats are 

split over which strategy is more like-
ly to achieve their bold election ob-
jectives and enable them to get things 
done the American people most need 
and want.  Some insist on the Rust 
Belt strategy that targets Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and the 
more conservative/moderate constit-
uencies that voted for Trump; others 
advocate for “Y.E.S. plus minorities” 
(targeting the young, educated, sub-
urban & minorities) similar to the 
more progressive Obama model.

In a sense, the Rust Belt focus is 
about (learning from) the past, and 
the YES strategy is about the future.  
Properly executed, either strategy 
should be successful, but if you want 

a Big Win, it requires Democrats to 
figure out big tent ways to employ 
BOTH strategies - simultaneously 
and effectively.  This is difficult, but 
possible, only if the central thrust is 
to go to the people and both listen 
and educate. 

One big tent, all hands on deck, tactic 
could be a team-versus-Trump approach 
where the Obamas, all the Democratic 
candidates, and other leaders become 
surrogates for their ticket and personally 
go to the states and demographics where 
they are most effective.

Hopefully, what ever strategy 
emerges, the result will increase partic-
ipation and accurately reflect the will 
of all the people. n

DO BOTH Transit Driver 
of the Quarter
Key West Transit Director Rod 

Delostrinos has named Jean Jo-
seph as Driver of the Quarter.

Joseph joined Key West Transit in 
January of this year. “His hard work 
and excellent customer service have 
allowed him to achieve this award ear-
ly in his career,” Said Delostrinos. n

Rogelio Hernandez, Transit Op-
erations Manager, Joseph Jean,  
and Director Rod Delostrinos.
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Although “looming 
over Key West” is a 

bit of an exaggeration, 
the 90-foot-high mu-
nicipal landfill on Stock 

Island, aka Mount Trashmore, does 
rise above this sea level community. 
But concerns about possible pollu-
tion from the landfill, which closed in 
1992, have been getting higher.

The Key West City Commission 
directed the city Sustainability Advi-
sory Board (SAB) at the beginning of 
the year to undertake an examination 
of the landfill focusing on safety and 
environmental concerns. The SAB was 
also asked to recommend possible fu-
ture uses of the 16-acre landfill site. 

That report, which found no harmful 
gas or leakage from the approximately 
90-year-old landfill, will be the subject 
of discussion at the Sept. 17 city com-
mission meeting.

Despite the all-clear SAB report, 
there are still some concerns. Commis-
sioner Sam Kaufman, who sponsored 
the original resolution asking the SAB 
to work with the city Utilities Depart-
ment to look at possible safety con-
cerns, is not happy that it appears no 
independent landfill experts were con-
sulted during the examination.

“Many of us were expecting an in-
dependent report, not one from city 
management to confirm the safety of 
the landfill,” Kaufman wrote in a July 
11 letter to SAB Chairwoman Monica 
Haskell. “This does not appear to be 
an independent study and report and 

much of the two-page report is repeti-
tion of previous reports already made 
by city management in the previous 
one to two years.” 

A routine compliance inspection of 
Mount Trashmore was conducted on 
April 24 by the state Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP). It 
found multiple, relatively minor “ar-
eas of concern,” including deficien-
cies in how the landfill stormwater 
management system was being main-
tained, caused primarily by the storage 
of 30 city-owned vehicles at the site; 
unlocked ground water monitoring 
wells; unfilled holes caused by iguana 
digging, which could tear the 30-mil-
limeter PVC membrane protecting the 
landfill; and some low points on the 
hill “that could retain stormwater and 
accelerate erosion.” Those could easily 

be corrected by re-grading the low ar-
eas and stabilizing with planted vege-
tation, the FDEP report said. 

“No causes for alarm have been 
found at the landfill, verified by re-
ports and conversations with both the 
FDEP and EPA [federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency],” wrote Alison 
Higgins, Key West Sustainability Co-
ordinator, in a June 7 letter to the SAB.

Seven of the 32 gas vents on the land-
fill hill show measurable levels of poten-
tially harmful gases, including methane 
and hydrogen sulfide. But those gases 
were only detectable inside the vents 
themselves and only for a few hours a 
day. No measurable amount of the two 
gases could be found one foot down-
wind from the vents, Higgins said.

K E Y  N E W S

What’s next for ‘Mount Trashmore?’
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 X Continued on page 4
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“Landfill gas peaks roughly five to seven years af-
ter burial but can produce residual amounts of gas 
for 30 to 50 years.  It has been [approximately] 32 
years since biodegradable garbage was last buried 
at the Key West landfill; therefore, gas production 
is roughly 26 years past peak.  Seventy-eight per-
cent of the 32 gas vents no longer have measurable 
amounts of gas venting,” Higgins told the SAB. 

Then there is the question of whether toxins from 
the landfill are dripping down inside the hill and 
into the ocean. When Mount Trashmore was cre-
ated in the early 1930’s, no bottom liner was ever 
installed to catch any chemicals leaching downward.

“No one disputes that the landfill has no bottom 
liner or collection mechanism for the toxic chemi-
cal soup existing there known as ‘leachate.’ No bot-
tom liner means that the toxic chemicals are going 
somewhere, correct,” asked Kaufman in his July 11 
letter to the SAB.

But Higgins and the SAB were not concerned 
about ocean pollution coming from the landfill. They 
pointed out that in the past 30 years of the city report-
ing water and air quality sampling to the FDEP, “no 
corrective measures have determined to be necessary.”

“Only one parameter, Total Dissolved Solids 
(TDS), was found to occasionally exceed Ground-

water Cleanup Target Levels. These exceedances 
were at Wells #2 and #3, closest to the ocean. Due 
to their geography, lack of any other parameter 
exceedances, and with the knowledge that salinity 
can cause higher TDS levels, the TDS exceedanc-
es were determined to not be leachate leaks,” Hig-
gins reported to the SAB. “Staff reviewed Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Commission databases back to the 
1997 and found no evidence of fish kills or seagrass 
die-offs in the area.”

If the city commission accepts the report find-
ings, it will move on to the second part of the SAB 
directive, to recommend future uses for the 16-acre 
landfill site. So far, the SAB has concluded that re-
moving the 90 feet of debris would be exorbitantly 
expensive and cause potentially harmful debris dust.

“The impact mining would have on all the res-
idents and businesses in the area would be severe 
from dust and noise to exposing garbage to the 
elements and traffic conditions of hauling the ma-
terial out of the Keys. The rough cost estimate is 
between $80-$180 million,” according to Higgins.

If true, that leaves limited potential for future 
use of Mount Trashmore.

“I look forward to considering ideas such as na-
tive plantings to create habitat for vulnerable bird 
and butterfly species; a solar or wind farm; an art 
park; active or passive recreational space; and oth-
ers,” SAB Chair Haskell said. n

What’s next...
 X Continued from page 3

Sgt. Sims Honored for 20 Years 
of Service
Key West, Sept 10

During the recent City Commission meeting, 
Chief Sean Brandenburg commended Sgt. 

Carter Sims for his 20 years of service to the Key 
West Police Department by presenting him with a 
gold watch. Sgt. Sims has served on the bike patrol 
as well as the training and accreditation officer and 
SWAT Team Leader. During his tenure, he once 
represented the department during an appearance 
on the television show COPS.

During his 20 years with the department, he has 
received numerous commendations, including the 
Lifesaving Award.

“As a team leader and training officer, Sgt. Sims 

has always displayed dedication and professional-
ism to motivate and encourage his colleagues,: said 
Chief Brandenburg. n

City Manager Greg Veliz congratulating Sgt. 
Carter Sims for 20 years of service after Police 
Chief Sean Brandenburg presented him with a 
gold watch.
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Christopher Peterson Still at LA TE DA
LA TE DA 1125 Duval St. is 

thrilled that Christopher Peter-
son, North Americas foremost Fe-
male Impersonator, is back for an-
other season in the Crystal Room 
Cabaret.  He brings his hit show 
EYECONS where he opens his mag-
ic closet on stage and instantly trans-
forms into the Great Ladies of show 
business right before your eyes.

The show is ALL LIVE, no lip-sync 
here, his singing talent far surpassing 
any expectations you may have of a 
female impersonator. Known for his 
comic timing and cutting-edge humor 
Christopher fills the Crystal Room 
with laughter and applause. Peterson 

will dazzle you with his performances 
of Marilyn Monroe cooing a modern 
version of Diamonds are a Girl’s Best 
Friend, the new queen of country Reba 

McEntire, Joan Rivers kvetching, Bet-
te Midler with Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy and her take on divorce, then 
right into Cher’s final, final tour. Just 
when you thought that was enough 
you will see the whitest Tina Turner in 
the world and Cabarets own Liza Min-
nelli, and to cap it off a look at La Cage 
Aux Folles. He does this all on stage as 
he changes right in front of you into 
the bejeweled costumes of his own cre-
ation. You will also see a little of Chris-
topher’s talent on the silver screen as 
he shows you a clip from the movie 
Rat Race where he starred alongside 
Academy Award winning actor Cuba 
Gooding Jr. in a hilarious scene you 

will not forget. Feel free to stay af-
terward and meet Christopher for a 
photo and chat, or you can meet him 
downstairs for a drink and some en-
tertainment from our piano bar. This 
show is now celebrating it’s 20th year 
in Key West, a tradition for the whole 
family to experience (well at least the 
Adams Family).  The Washington Post 
said… “The brass, you expect from a 
female impersonator. The class may 
come as a surprise.”

For tickets and information call 
305 296 6706, on line at Lateda.com 
or stop by La te da 1125 Duval St. 
and join him for a cool drink and a 
hot show! n
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Valerie Edgington (better known as 
just “Val”) wanted to run for Queen 

of Fantasy Fest when she realized that, 
as Queen, she could help the communi-
ty in variety of ways. If asked, “Why are 
you running?”, she replies “it’s person-
al now; it’s not just names… it’s faces; 
it’s people I love with this disease and 
I want to help.” Her slogan, “Choose 
Love”, promotes her belief that in ev-
ery situation, we have a choice: We can 
either react out of fear….. or out of 
love. There is already so much fear in 
the world she wants to remind people 
to CHOOSE LOVE!

Born in Trenton, Michigan, Val 
found herself moving around a lot be-
fore settling back in Michigan. Even 
then Valerie knew what she wanted 
and that was to live in Key West. Sure, 

it took 15 years, but now she is exactly 
where she was meant to be.

Val was fortunate to have a friend, 
Laura, who later became her partner, 
and together they raised Val’s two chil-
dren (Samantha 26 & Cody 31). Five 
years ago, when the stars aligned, Val 
and her partner sold the house, packed 
up their fur-babies (Benny & Bear) 
and drove the 1600 miles to Key West, 
FL with no job or home, but relying 
on pure faith that everything would 
work out the way it should.

When Val arrived in Key West 
in 2014, she had missed the Royal 
Kickoff by one day. Still, she wanted 
to help out and fortunately was able 
to join Mary-Lynne “ML” Price’s bid 
for Queen (a successful campaign, it 
should be noted). Since working on 

that first campaign, she has remained 
involved in multiple charities. Last 
year, she carried multiple roles for can-
didate Mike Syring, while also doing 
what she could for each candidate…a 
pivotal role in her candidacy decision 
for this year. Also, she is a celebrity 
chef for Literacy for Americans; won 
Queen of Xena Fund; won ‘Real Wom-
en So Drag’; and volunteers for Sam-
uel’s House.  Val has even established 
her own YouTube show called “In Key 
West with Val”. While the show is fo-
cused on celebrating and introducing 
the characters of Key West, she is go-
ing to live stream the campaign. You 
can subscribe so you can follow along 
and/or get involved…. https://tinyurl.
com/InKeyWestwithVal.

CHOOSE LOVE and Vote for Val! n

The Royal Candidate of FANTASY FEST 2019

Key West, Sept 11

The College of the Florida Keys 
(CFK) stands ready to accept stu-

dents and those who were planning to 
become students at the University of 
The Bahamas (UB) who have been dis-
placed by Hurricane Dorian.  As part of 
the Florida College System, CFK is au-
thorized to accept students from areas 
impacted by major storms, waive out-
of-state fees, and create modifications 
to support their continued education.

“The College pledges to do all it can 
to provide educational opportunities 
to Bahamian college students and to 
connect them with the resources they 
need to be successful,” said CFK Presi-
dent Dr. Jonathan Gueverra. 

The College is looking to the Keys 
community for all forms of assistance 
to support Dorian survivor students be-
yond the classroom.  Resources needed 
include housing, food, clothing, trans-

portation, and living expenses.
“As a community of Irma survivors, 

we can channel our empathy into acts 
of generosity to help our island neigh-
bors,” said Gueverra.  He and his wife 
Josephine plan to sponsor one or more 
students in their home, which was 
recently restored after severe damage 
from Hurricane Irma.

State Representative Holly Raschein 
praises the College’s efforts: “Two years 

ago following Hurricane Irma, our beau-
tiful Florida Keys received an outpour-
ing of help from beyond our community 
as we began our recovery process.  In the 
aftermath of Hurricane Dorian it is now 
our turn to pay it forward to our Baha-
mian neighbors, and I am proud that 
our very own College of the Florida Keys 
is providing help to students impacted 
by this devastating hurricane.”

Individuals and families who have 
the ability and desire to house stu-
dents, provide transportation, donate 
toward living expenses, and/or provide 
other assistance are asked to contact 
Naomi Walsh in CFK’s Advancement 
Office at 305-809-3198 or naomi.
walsh@fkcc.edu. n

The College of the Florida Keys to accept 
Bahamian students displaced by Dorian; 
Requests support from community

“The College pledges to do all it can to provide 
educational opportunities to Bahamian 
college students and to connect them with the 
resources they need to be successful,” said CFK 
President Dr. Jonathan Gueverra.





F L O R I D A  K E Y S

8
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 19-25, 2019

SIGN UP FREE TODAY to receive
daily local news & information...

the largest subscription digital news in the
Florida Keys! Delivered to your in-box... 

News • Weather
Community Events

Limelight Photo Gallery
Real Estate • Music

Entertainment • Sports
Theatre • Dining
Movie Reviews

Fishing • Dance
Art Galleries

And it’s ALL FREE...
just sign up at:

KonkLife.com/Blast

KONK
Blast!
KONK
Blast!

FREE
Every Day!

Spottswood Announces Management Promotions

Spottswood Management, Inc. 
has appointed George Galvan as 

the new General Manager of the Key 
West Marriott Beachside Hotel. A 
hospitality veteran of over 30 years, 
Galvan began his career at the Orlan-
do World Center Marriott as a guest 

service agent and progressed through 
several positions before returning to 
his hometown of Key West. In 1998, 
he was named General Manager of 
the Days Inn, a Spottswood property. 
From there, George had stints as the 
corporate Director of Sales and Gener-
al Manager of Spottswood’s timeshare 
property, the Coconut Beach Resort. 
During his tenure at the Coconut 
Beach Resort, he was named Key West 
General Manager of the Year in 2016 
and has served on the Tourist Devel-
opment Council’s District Advisory 
Board since 2007. 

“George is a great example of the 
local hospitality talent available in our 
city; he has been involved with the 
Chamber board, the Lodging board, 

Lower Keys Health System board of 
trustees, Offshore Power Boat Associ-
ation and chaired the City’s Historical 
Architectural Review Commission. A 
member of the Rotary Club, he served 
as President in 2004.”, explains Robert 
Spottswood, President of Spottswood 
Management. “In addition,” Spotts-
wood said; “George is a licensed Flor-
ida Community Association Manager, 
a license required for management of a 
condominium hotel, which Beachside 
is. As one of the few remaining locally 
owned and operated hotel companies 
in the Florida Keys, we are excited to 
see George join the outstanding team 
at Beachside.” Mr. Galvan and his wife, 
Jean Marie, live in Key West and are the 
proud parents of two children. n

Dan Burley has been appointed 
General Manager of the Coconut 

Beach Resort timeshare property in 
downtown Key West. Mr. Burley has 

been involved with resort and restau-
rant management in the Florida Keys 
since 1990 when he was the control-
ler and AGM for the former Hamp-
ton Inn in Key West. After stints with 
The Islander Resort and Southernmost 
Beach Resort, Burley most recently 
managed the Southernmost House. A 
graduate of the Southern Alberta Insti-
tute of Technology, Mr. Burley has an 
associate’s degree in Hotel and Restau-
rant Management. “Dan has been 
around the hospitality business since 
he was 19 years old and running his 
first restaurant.”, according to Spotts-
wood. “His extensive experience and 
knowledge of Key West will serve the 
owners and guests of Coconut Beach 
Resort very well.”

About Spottswood Companies
Spottswood Companies, Inc. and 
its affiliates (SCI) are a diversified, 
family-owned organization with in-
vestments in real estate, timesharing, 
marinas, hospitality, broadcasting 
and banking. We understand the im-
portance of our relationships with 
our investors, our customers, our 
employees and our community, and 
we seek to create, nurture and man-
age innovative programs that will 
benefit and encourage these very im-
portant relationships over the long 
term. n

KWPG Open MIc, Sunday, 10/6, 
7pm, Key West Library
The Key West Poetry Guild will 

gather Sunday, October 6th, 
2019 at 7 pm in the Auditorium of 
the Key West Library for our Month-
ly Reading.

The Key West Poetry Guild has 
met the first Sunday of almost every 
month for over forty years. We carry 

on the spirit of the Island of the Arts 
and Robert Frost’s Sunday Salon’s at 
the then-home of Jesse Newton Porter 
on Caroline St., Key West.

The Guild has one rule...the Poetry 
you share must be your own work. 

For more info, please visit our face-
book page. n
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Full details & submission guidelines 
available at womankindkeywest.org

Hurricane relief efforts for Key West sister city 
ramp up
BY PRU SOWERS
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Seven plane runs, 
including a few in 

large DC-3 aircraft. 
More than 15 tons of 
supplies delivered. Over 

$160,000 raised in donations, with 
more coming in from a sold-out bene-
fit concert on Saturday, Sept. 14.

That’s what Key West Cares has or-
ganized in the two weeks since Hur-
ricane Dorian blasted The Bahamas 
with Category 5 winds, the strongest 
hurricane in modern records to strike 
the northwestern Bahamas. One of the 

hard-hit islands was Green Turtle Cay, 
Key West’s sister city. The strong rela-
tionship between the two islands, in-
cluding a long history of Green Turtle 
residents moving to Key West, led to 
the formation of Key West Cares as a 
way for Key West residents to help out.

“It [Key West Cares] is volunteer 
and donation driven,” said Bernadette 
Restivo, a member of the group’s fi-
nance committee and current Fantasy 
Fest Queen. “The need over there, it 
will take years to rebuild them.”

Amazingly, there were no deaths on 
Green Turtle Cay, although there were 
some serious injuries, according to for-
mer Key West Mayor Craig Cates, who 

is a founding member of Key West 
Cares. But most of the buildings on 
the small island, which measures only 
three miles by one-half mile, are severe-
ly damaged, if not destroyed complete-
ly. Cates went to the island last week 
as part of a Key West Cares assessment 
team, flying in to nearby Treasure Cay, 
then ferrying over to Green Turtle be-
cause its airport is not functional.

“There’s only one ferry left. All the 
others had sunk,” he said. “There’s so 
much damage out there. The out-is-
lands are the last to get help because 
[other relief efforts] are working on the 
main island.”

The first supply runs from Key West 

to Green Turtle contained water, food 
and immediate essentials. The call 
now is for cleaning supplies, including 
bleach to combat mold, and children’s 
books, games and school supplies. Do-
nations can be dropped off at multiple 
locations around Key West, including 
the Winn-Dixie, CVS, Fausto’s, Good 
Tidings Church and any public library. 
There is also a main donation drop-off 
location at 6000 Peninsular Avenue on 
Stock Island, where Key West Cares 
has several storage containers.

Cates said the next step is to finalize 
arrangements with a barge owner in 

 X Continued on page 10
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EPA opens public 
comment period for 
Oxitec’s Experimental 
Use Permit application
Florida Keys, Sept 11

Today, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) published in 

the Federal Register a notice of receipt 
of an application for an Experimental 
Use Permit (EUP) for the release of 
Oxitec’s 2ND generation Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes in Monroe County, Florida. 
This marks the opening of the 30-day 
public comment period, after which 
the EPA will review the comments as 
part of their evaluation of Oxitec’s 2nd 
Generation Mosquito EUP project.

The purpose of Oxitec’s proposed pi-
lot project is to determine the efficacy 
of Oxitec’s 2nd Generation Aedes ae-
gypti mosquitoes as a control method 

of the Aedes aegypti mosquito in Mon-
roe County.

“For close to 10 years, we have been 
looking at new technologies to control 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito,” said Flor-
ida Keys Mosquito Control District 
(FKMCD) Executive Director Andrea 
Leal. “This is a difficult mosquito to 
control and, therefore, every possible 
option must be considered.”

The link to EPA’s docket containing 
information on the EUP application 
will be available on the FKMCD web-
site (http://www.keysmosquito.org) by 
1pm. For more information, please con-
tact the Florida Keys Mosquito Control 
District by email (questions@keysmos-
quito.org) or phone (305-292-7190). n

Marathon. The barge can haul 80 tons 
of supplies, as opposed to about 3.5 
tons in an airplane. While the use of the 
barge may be donated, Key West Cares 
will have to pay for gas and a crew.

“We want to take building supplies 
over; plywood, lumber, plumbing, 
pipes. Things we haven’t been able to 
get on a plane,” Cates said. “We want to 
go to the next step. Every building [on 
Green Turtle] is damaged.”

In addition to supply donations, 
money is needed, as well. The Key 
West Cares Finance Committee is han-
dling the money through First State 
Bank and Kurt Lewin. While direct 
donations can be made through the 
Key West Cares Facebook page, there 

have also been two recent benefit con-
certs. One was held this past weekend 
by Billy Currington, a country music 
singer-songwriter who has strong con-
nections to both Key West and Green 
Turtle. Currington also sat in at a ben-
efit concert held at the Key West The-
ater Saturday, Sept. 14, where local 
stars like Coffee Butler and the Bubba 
System entertained. The proceeds from 
both concerts are still being calculated, 
Restivo said.

“It was a sell-out,” she said about the 
Key West Theater concert. “The mini-
mum tickets were $50. Then we had a 
silent auction and a live auction.”

“It was an incredible event, very 
emotional” Cates said. “The may-
or welcomed everybody. They talked 
about Key West coming together to 
help. It was a great night.” n

Hurricane relief...
 X Continued from page 9
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• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!

Key West Art & Historical Society to present 
documentary film “Russian Ark”
On Tuesday, September 24, at 

6:30pm, Key West Art & Historical 
Society will present its final Summer Art 
Film, “Russian Ark,” in the Helmerich 
Research & Learning Center at the Cus-
tom House Museum, 281 Front Street.

Alexander Sokurov’s spellbinding mas-
terpiece “Russian Ark” is a multi-award-
winning film consisting of one single, un-
broken camera shot that moves through 
33 rooms of St. Petersburg’s Hermitage 
Museum. “It’s a staggering work of art,” 
says Society board member, film series 
curator, and cineaste Michael Shields. 
“An impressive technical feat that is also 
cinematic poetry of the first order.”

As Sokurov’s camera glides in and 
out of cathedral-like galleries, opulent 

ballrooms and shadowy corridors and 
workrooms, three centuries of Russian 
history and European art are com-
pressed into a single 96-minute shot. 
In the dreamlike journey, an unseen 
modern filmmaker (voiced by Sokurov) 
is guided by a scornful French diplo-
mat through the great paintings of El 
Greco, Rembrandt, Van Dyck, Rubens 
and others; at the same time, we’re of-
fered glimpses of both iconic and pri-
vate moments in Russian history. 

“Russian Ark” is an extraordinary 
film that, like the museum itself, cap-
tures three centuries of Russian culture 
and history in all its beauty, confusion, 
terror, and majesty. For more informa-
tion, visit kwahs.org, click “Tickets.” n

On Tuesday, September 24, at 6:30pm, Key West Art & Historical Society will 
present its final Summer Art Film, “Russian Ark,” in the Helmerich Research 
& Learning Center at the Custom House Museum, 281 Front Street. (Image 
Credit: THE KOBAL COLLECTION / FORA FILM/HERMITAGE BRIDGE STUDIO]
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Monroe County Fire Rescue stations accept 
donations for Hurricane Dorian survivors
Monroe County, Sept 9

M
o n r o e 
Coun-
ty Fire 

Rescue and the Professional Firefight-
ers of Monroe County, IAFF Local 
3909, are partnering together to ac-
cept donations for Hurricane Dorian 
victims in the Bahamas to aid in their 

relief following such a devastating hur-
ricane event. 

People wishing to donate any of 
the following types of supplies may do 
so at designated Monroe County Fire 
Rescue stations:
• Bottled Water
• Canned Goods
• Can openers
• Mosquito repellent
• Sunscreen
• Liquid hand sanitizer

• Diapers
• Baby wipes
• Baby formula
• First-aid supplies
• Flashlights
• Batteries
• No clothing is being accepted.
• Monroe County Fire Station Drop 

Off Locations:
• Stock Island - Station 8, 5655 

MacDonald Avenue, MM 5
• Sugarloaf - Station 10, 17175 

Overseas Highway, MM17

• Big Pine – Station 13 – 390 Key 
Deer Boulevard, MM 30.5

• Layton – Station 18 – 68260 Over-
seas Highway, MM 68.5

• Tavernier – Station 22 – 151 Ma-
rine Avenue, MM 92

Monroe County Fire Rescue Person-
nel will be available between 9 a.m. and 6 
p.m. through Monday, Sept. 16 to receive 
donations at the above locations. Delivery 
of donated supplies will be coordinated 
by the Firefighters of Monroe County. n



U P P E R  K E Y S

13
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 19-25, 2019

Card Sound Road Toll Rate change will take place 
Oct. 1, 2019

CARD SOUND 
ROAD, FL – A 

new toll rate on Card 
Sound Road will be 
effective on Oct. 1, 

2019. The toll adjustment is in accor-
dance with the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics Consumer Price Index. 
• $1.54 for two-axle vehicles: cars, 

pickup trucks or motorcycles
• $3.06 for three-axles
• $4.08 for four-axles
• $5.10 for five-axles
• $1.02 per additional axle

The toll is completely electronic us-
ing Toll-By-Plate or SunPass. No cash 
is accepted at the toll. The toll helps 

fund maintenance costs of the road and 
future repair and replacement of the 
five bridges along Card Sound Road.

Two discount programs are avail-
able for Monroe County residents with 
two-axle vehicles that use SunPass and 
have an account in good standing.  

The 2020 Annual Pass is for fre-
quent users that allows for unlimited 
trips through the toll. The fee is $370 
per year and runs from Jan. 1 through 
Dec. 31. Additional information on 
how to obtain an annual pass will be 
released later this year. 

For more information on the toll 
and discount programs, visit www.
monroecounty-fl.gov/cardsoundtoll. n
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 09/19
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos &  
Chris Case
6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 09/20
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

FUEL ON FIRE

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 09/21
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

FUEL ON FIRE

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 09/22
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 09/23
RAVEN COOPER

noon - 5pm

BLACK & SKABUDDAH

6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 09/24
ALLEN FRANKENDREAD HOLLAND

noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR

6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 09/25
TONY BALTIMORE

noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER

6:45 - midnight

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!
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The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 09/19
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 09/20
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 09/21
KEY WEST MUSIC FEST NOON
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 09/22
KEY WEST MUSIC FEST NOON
Marjorie Lee 9pm

Saturday 09/23
TBA

Saturday 09/24
Elmore’s Revenge
8:00pm

Saturday 09/25

Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 8:00pm

Bottlecap / Blue Room

1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West  

FL 33040

littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Thursday 09/19

Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Coffee Butler

5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 09/20

Piano Bar Happy Hour  

5:30-7:30

Larry Smith & Christine  

Cordone 8-11

Saturday 09/21

Piano Bar Happy Hour James 

King 5:30-7:30

Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Sunday 09/22

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Liza 

Jane and Nina Newton  

5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 09/23

Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with

Malathi 5:30-7:30

Little Room Jazz Jam with Larry 

Smith 8-11

Tuesday 09/24

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with Larry 

Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 09/25

Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Karen Hiens

5:30-7:30

Chris Burchard & Company 8-11

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

The Snipes Return to the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon
Four of Nashville’s popular veteran 

singer-songwriters have teamed up 
and call themselves The Snipes. 

They will be returning to the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon Sept. 23 – 29, 9 
pm – 1 am.

Mike McAdam, no stranger to the 
Hog’s Breath with his creative gui-
tar playing, will be joined by talented 

Crake Leonard on base, Dann Herril on 
drums, and Mike Means on guitar and 
the band promises a string of original 
songs mixed in with your favorite mu-
sic from the 60s, 70s and 80s. Stop in 
and catch this talented group of sing-
er-songwriters!

For more information, call 305-296-
4222. n
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Brittany Runs a 
Marathon

Paul Downs Colaizzo delivers a 
warm crowd pleaser with “Britta-

ny Runs a Marathon,” his directorial 
debut. The film is positive and affect-
ing without feeling sugary or forced. It 
is an emotive story, light at its core and 
it doesn’t go for cheap laughs.

Brittany (Jillian Bell) is an over-
weight young woman whose health is 
in danger. She drinks to excess and the 
doctor tells her of fatty liver disease. 
She remains fatalistic.

Brittany joins her shallow room-
mate Gretchen (Alice Lee) for drinks at 
a club. She is treated dismissively and 
goes from bad to worse.

The next day after Skyping with her 
sister’s husband (Lil Rel Howery) and 
seeing her friends traveling and happy, 
Brittany resolves to jog around the block. 
She makes it but is a sweaty wreck.

Brittany has a brush with Cather-
ine (Michaela Watkins) a judgmental 
neighbor who wants to be friends. 
Brittany wants no part of it. She sets 
her mind to running—alone.

Along her path in Central Park, Brit-
tany does meet the kindly chattering 
Seth (Micah Stock) who quickly bonds 
with her self-deprecating humor.

The highlight of the film is Bell who 
is authentic and understated. We expe-
rience Brittany’s circumstance. She is 
patronized as an ordinary woman, but 
her wit gives her both charm and charge. 
She wants to better herself, but is blight-
ed by social media and her belittling and 
vicious fair weather friend Gretchen.

Brittany carries on. Sadly, she is quick 
to cringe under an arched eyebrow or a 
snarky opinion. Humor is a weapon.

The film is also a fine character 
study. We see Brittany morose as a 
heavy person. Then as she begins to 
lose weight, we see her spirit lift and 
she begins to open herself to others. 
Weight can be a psychological barrier 
and all it takes is one uncomfortable 
party to bring the shadow of Brittany’s 
former self and her panicked facial ex-
pressions say all that is necessary.

Utkarsh Ambudkar (Blindspotting) 
is excellent as a self-centered, opin-
ionated but amiable slacker who falls 
for Brittany. His oafish character Jern 
seems overly confident, but in reality 
his casualness is a survival mechanism 
with arrogance only a defense. Jern is a 
person of feeling and empathy.

At one point, Brittany moves back 
home to Philadelphia and there is a 
one second shot of the Rocky statue. 
More than anything “Brittany Runs a 
Marathon“ is an underdog story. The 
actual Brittany O’Neill (on whom this 
film is based) proved that you don’t 
have to be Rocky Balboa to re-create 
your physical self anew when she ran 
the New York City Marathon.

The drive is within. n

The Goldfinch

Donna Tartt’s gripping novel “The 
Goldfinch” comes to the screen 

directed by John Crowley (Brooklyn) 
with mixed results. It boasts wondrous 
cinematography by Roger Deakins 
and some solid acting by Finn Wolf-
hard and Oakes Fegley, but is rife with 
flashbacks that are muddled and melo-
drama that is unrealistic and heavy.

Theo (Oakes Fegley) is a young 
preppy boy seeming born in a Brooks 
Brothers suit. On a whim, he accom-
panies his mother on a visit to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

A bomb goes off.
Theo lives with the Barbours. Ni-

cole Kidman and Boyd Gaines play the 
robotic foster parents. The days are dif-
ficult for Theo but he likes their son, 
Andy (Ryan Foust) who bears a resem-
blance to young Alvy in “Annie Hall.”

After a time, Theo is sent to live 
with his macho abusive father (Luke 
Wilson) and his escort wife (Sarah 
Paulson) in the desert of Las Vegas that 
looks like Mars. The only bright spot 
is Theo’s friendship with Boris, (Wolf-
hard) a goth Ukrainian kid that hates 
the sun and likes LSD.

Theo’s father becomes angry and 
unbearable. Theo resolves to go to New 
York City to return a rare ring given to 
him by Welty (Robert Joy), an antique 
dealer and bombing victim.

Little Theo has nowhere to go. By 

chance, he comes across a shop run by 
Hobie (Jeffrey Wright) and they be-
come partners in business.

Hobie has no idea that Theo has a 
rare Trompe l’oeil painting, deliriously 
offered to him by Welty, near death.

Theo has urges to return the art but 
does not, associating the painting with 
his mother.

This theft along with a Vicodin hab-
it started by encouragement from Bo-
ris, is Theo’s downfall.

This criminal aspect of the film is 
its most intriguing aspect, bringing 
to mind the seedy side of the well-
to-do and its moral decay as depicted 
in the characters of Tom Ripley and 
Dorian Gray. Here, it is Theo’s pas-
sivity more than anything else that 
creates his demon.

As the film progresses, however, the 
happenstance is thick with sentiment. 
Theo’s childhood crush Pippa (Ash-
leigh Cummings) just so happens to 
live with Hobie and Boris is just sitting 
at the bar when Theo is looking for a 
drug score.

There are multiple upon multiple 
flashbacks, so many that it becomes 
extremely hard to follow. At one point 
Boris is severely injured but by the 
next scene there is no mention of this 
and Boris says the painting is securely 
found. Theo and Boris crisscross the 
globe within minutes. Such a medley 
of locations will confound even the 
most seasoned of le Carre’s fans and 
there is little payoff.

The performances (especially 
during the child segments) are solid 
and compelling as are the Highsmith-
ic and Wilden touches. But with its 
awkward flashbacks and soggy melo-
drama, with everyone entering the 
film at the apropos Hollywood mo-
ment, “The Goldfinch” chirps a some-
what routine melody. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com
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bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.
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The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s
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Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding
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Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island
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Florida
Keys!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS



18
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 19-25, 2019

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Bahama Village Music 
Program kicks of 20th season 
with 7th Annual Sugarloaf 
Oktoberfest Celebration

The 7th Annual Sugarloaf 
Oktoberfest celebration is 

set for Sunday, October 6th at 
the Sugarloaf Lodge Tiki Bar 
from 3pm-7pm, promising a 

tasty, musical afternoon for all who attend.  
The annual fundraiser benefits the Bahama 
Village Music Program, an organization that 
helps bring free musical education to over 200 
students aged 6-16 that would otherwise miss 
out on the lifelong gift of music. 

Guests can anticipate a delicious pork dinner 
by South of the Seven, the new restaurant at the 
Sugarloaf Lodge, a silent auction and live music by 
musicians Larry Baeder, Ben Harrison, Bill Blue, 
and many of the program’s talented students.

Tickets are $15 advance purchase at Sugarloaf 
Lodge, BVMP at 103 Olivia Street, or online at 
bvmpkw.org and $20 at the door. All proceeds to 
benefit the music program, which is funded by lo-
cal donors, foundations, and fundraisers. For more 
information or to make an in-kind auction item 
or monetary donation, call 305.504.7664 or email 
info@bvmpkw.org. Celebrating 20 years of free 
music education for children.  It takes a Village. n

Larry Baeder, Gary Hempsey, John Sauss-
er, and Corey Helms jam out at last year’s 
annual Sugarloaf Oktoberfest. This year’s 
celebration is set for Sunday, October 6th 
at the Sugarloaf Lodge Tiki Bar from 3pm-
7pm, promising a tasty, musical afternoon 
for all who attend.  The annual fundraiser 
benefits the Bahama Village Music Pro-
gram, an organization that helps bring 
free musical education to over 200 stu-
dents aged 6-16. Tickets are $15 advance 
purchase at Sugarloaf Lodge, BVMP at 103 
Olivia Street, or online at bvmpkw.org and 
$20 at the door. For more information or 
to make a donation, call 305.504.7664 or 
email info@bvmpkw.org. Photo by Ralph 
DePalma.
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The City of Key West, Florida Keys 
Council of the Arts, Art in Public 

Places, The Studios of Key West and 
Bahama Village Music Program invite 
you to a “Party in the Park” Friday, 
September 20th from 5-7pm on the 
quay in Truman Waterfront Park in 
front of the USCGC Ingham.

This cultural celebration brings 
together many of our community’s 
beloved organizations and artists to 
celebrate the arts and culture of our 
beautiful community park.  Truman 
Waterfront Park Arts & Culture 
master plan, funded by a prestigious 
“Our Town” grant from the National 

Endowment for the Arts, has invigo-
rated and engaged Key West’s newest 
public space.

Come enjoy performances by the 
Key West High School Conchettes, the 
Caribbean Queen Junkanoos, Bahama 
Village Music Program’s “House of 
Pan” Steel Pan Band, and Key West’s 
own Coffee Butler while exploring 
Truman Waterfront Park.

Rick Worth will wow the crowd by 
re-painting the Studio’s of Key West’s 
art van and Centennial Bank will pro-
vide free hot dogs and hamburgers.  

We want to thank everyone who 
attended one of our community meet-

ings, focus groups, had an interview 
or completed an online survey. Key 
West is incredibly fortunate to have 
received this magnificent waterfront 
property, and we owe a particular debt 
of gratitude to the many, many people 
who dedicated their time and talent to 
design, fund and build this wonderful 
Park for us all to enjoy.  

This project is supported in part by 
the National Endowment for the Arts.  
To find out more about how National 
Endowment for the Arts grants impact 
individuals and communities, visit 
www.arts.gov.

Our Town, Our Park! n

Our Town ~ Our Park!

Party in the Park ~ A Cultural 
Celebration in Truman Waterfront Park

Smithsonian Magazine has desig-
nated Saturday, September 21, 

2019 as the 15th annual “Smithso-
nian Museum Day, A Celebration of 
Boundless Curiosity.” Those wishing 
to participate in Museum Day 2019 
can visit www.Smithsonian.com/
museumday to download a Museum 
Day ticket. Each ticket grants the 
ticket holder and one guest free ac-
cess to the Key West Tropical Forest 
& Botanical Garden.

The Garden is located at 5210 Col-
lege Road on Stock Island. For more 
information call 305-296-1504 or 
visit www.keywest.garden. n

Free Admission 
to the Key West 
Tropical Fores



20
www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 19-25, 2019

S H O R T  A N S W E R S 
BY  J E F F  J O H N S O N n P A U L A  F O R M A N

This Train has Left The 
Station
Dear Short Answers:
I just turned 60 (argh) and am married to a much young-
er woman. She knew I didn’t want kids (never did). But 
she (and her mother) finally convinced me that we should 
have a child. She also promised that I wouldn’t have to do 
anything (I travel a lot for business and for fun). So we 
are expecting a baby in August. I am now having dou-
ble, triple, quadruple thoughts about this. I am stressed 
out beyond anything I have ever experienced. A therapist 
won’t do any good because I know what the problem is. I 
don’t want to have baby! What do I do?
Reluctant Dad
Dear Dad,
Relax. It’s pre-partum panic. Don’t take yourself so 
seriously. No doubt you’ll be a fool for this kid -- and 
unlikely to be any worse at parenting than most of 
the jokers out there. Many of life’s greatest pleasures 
are in the things we have conscientiously avoided.

Pavlov’s Dogs
Dear Short Answers:
My husband really knows how to push my buttons. Criti-
cizing my family, for example. How do I stop myself from 
over-reacting — or reacting at all.
Pushed
Dear Pushed,
We are all like dogs -- the more you reward the be-
havior, the more they do it. Ignore him and it will 
stop being “fun” for him. If that doesn’t work, pun-
ishment is required. 

Horses for Courses
Dear Short Answers:
My partner and I (we’re gay) have been together for about 
4 years. We never planned to be totally monogamous 
(who is?) and we fooled around a lot. But we’re always 
careful. The problem is, I want a monogamous relation-
ship now (I’m 38). I’ve talked to Mike but he just laughs 
it off. Do I break it off now? Look for a solo relationship 
while I’m still living with Mike? Or is there another way 
to convince him that he doesn’t need sex besides me?
Mono-mania
Dear Mono:
If monogamy is a deal breaker for you, you’d best be 
moving on. People change, and if both folks are into 
it, new deals are always possible. But it sounds like 

you and Mike are riding different dreams. And don’t 
shop around while you are with him. If monogamy 
is what you are after–it hurts your credibility.

Gentle, Clear, Firm
Dear Short Answers:
My law partner is 67 and is getting increasingly cranky. 
We have done everything to accommodate him, but noth-
ing works. He has no interests, hobbies or friends. The 
lawyers at the firm want to know: how do you deal with 
an aging, unproductive partner — with unreasonable 
financial expectations?
Will Do the Right Thing
Dear Will:
Have a party for him, create an award in his name, 
and a position of honor -- and then develop bylaws 
and procedures that you could live with if they were 
applied to you. This is as much about a face-saving 
way out as it is about money.

Yuck Police
Dear Short Answers:
I have a friend who “thinks” he’s pulling a fast one when 
he does a quick floss after a meal! Come on!! That’s gross. 
I cued him in that it is NEVER OK in public!  Yet he did 
it again and at my friend’s party!!! What to do?
Gag Me
Dear Gag Me:
Nothing. You told him once.

Life is complicated. Short Answers isn’t.
Send a question about whatever is bothering you to KonkLife@shor-
tanswers.net or go to www.shortanswers.net and a psychologist and 
sociologist will answer. A selection of the best questions will be printed 
every week in KonkLife.
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Key West Art & Historical Society joins Smithsonian 
Magazine’s 15th Annual Museum Day with free 
admission to Custom House Museum
Key West Art & Historical Society 

will open the Custom House Mu-
seum located at 281 Front Street, free 
of charge to all Museum Day ticket 
holders on Saturday September 21, 
2019 as part of Smithsonian Maga-
zine’s 15th annual Museum Day, a 
national celebration of boundless curi-
osity in which participating museums 
emulate the free admission policy at 
the Smithsonian Institution’s Wash-
ington D.C.-based museums.

Museum Day represents a nationwide 
commitment to access, equity and inclu-
sion. Over 450,000 tickets were down-
loaded for last year’s event, and Museum 
Day 2019 is expected to attract more 
museumgoers than ever before. 

“Museums need to embrace a cul-
ture of accessibility and the Key West 
Art & Historical Society wants to pro-
mote equal access by participating in 
the Smithsonian Magazine’s Museum 
Day,” says Society Curator Cori Con-
vertito, Ph.D.

Listed in TripAdvisor’s “The 10 
Best Museums in Key West,” the Cus-
tom House Museum celebrates the 
arts, history, and culture of the island 
through its ongoing exhibits, pro-
grams, and events.  It is the island city’s 

iconic four-story architectural “crown 
jewel” and one of the finest examples 
of Richardsonian Romanesque archi-
tecture in the U.S. 

Permanent exhibits include Guy 
Harvey’s “The Old Man and The Sea,” 
59 original pen-and-ink drawings in-
spired by Hemingway’s novel of the 
same name created by internationally 
acclaimed artist and conservationist 
Guy Harvey when he was a teenager; 

“Tennessee Williams – The Playwright 
and the Painter” which showcases 15 
paintings created by the former Key 
West resident and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning playwright; and “Overseas to the 
Keys: Henry Flagler’s Overseas Rail-
way” which celebrates the incredible 
engineering feat that joined Key West 
to mainland Florida.  Additionally, vis-
itors can peruse WPA art and works of 
folk artist Mario Sanchez.

New exhibits include “Surroundings: 
Watercolors by Martha Watson Sauer,” 
which pays tribute to more than half a 
century of the artist’s plein air paintings 
and incorporates her personal effects 
and sketchbooks, and “The Restless 
Eye: The Visions of Olga Manosalvas,”  
a dazzling amalgam of acrylics, oils, 
embroidery, and found objects where 
viewers can peek into her sense of mem-
ory and meditative realm of ritual.  

Museum Day tickets are available 
for download at smithsonianmag.com/
museumday/museum-day-2019/key-
west-museum-of-art history/tickets.   
Visitors who present a Museum Day 
ticket will gain free entrance for two 
at participating venues on September 
21, 2019. One ticket is permitted per 
email address. A list of participating 
museums, which will be continually 
updated, can be found at Smithsonian.
com/museumday/search. For more in-
formation about Museum Day, please 
visit Smithsonian.com/museumday. 
For more information about the Cus-
tom House Museum, contact Cori 
Convertito at 305-295-6616 x112 or 
cconvertitofarrar@kwahs.org, or visit 
kwahs.org.  Your Museums.  Your Com-
munity.  It Takes an Island. n

Fans of art and history are invited to download a ticket for free entry to the 
Custom House Museum in Key West on Saturday September 21, as part of 
Smithsonian Magazine’s 15th annual national Museum Day celebration.

Scotty Huff Plays The Hog’s Breath Saloon
Start with a guitar player/trumpet 

player/singer, add great songs and 
great arrangements, then mix it up 
with years of road time with the big 
boys and you’ve got Scotty Huff, who 
will be playing the Hog’s Breath Sa-
loon, 400 Front St., Sept. 23 – 29, 4:30 
– 8:30 pm.

Maine native, Huff, jumped into 
Nashville scene in 1997. He toured the 
world with Grammy award winning 
artists The Mavericks for the next three 
years, leading their horn section The 
Havana Horns as lead trumpet player, 
singer, and arranger. In 2001, he joined 
CMA award winner Keith Urban’s 

band playing guitar, banjo, and singing 
harmonies.

Now, Huff’s songwriting and solo voice 
are finally being highlighted. His debut 
album, “Assorted,” is a collection of songs 
in a diverse arrangement of styles that the 
mainstream can only dream of. Check out 
the many sides of Scotty Huff. n
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Key West Cares Benefit Concert @ Key West Theater
Photos by Guy deBoer
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Key West Cares Benefit Concert @ Key West Theater
Photos by Guy deBoer
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Re-released Books Now Available at Keys History 
& Discovery Center
Islamorada, FL 

Two popular books, It Had To Be 
You and Storm of the Century: 

The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935, are 
two new titles available for purchase at 
Keys History & Discovery Center. The 
books have been re-released after being 
out of publication for many years. 

Storm of the Century, first released 
in 2002, was updated to include com-
parisons to Hurricane Irma which made 
landfall in the Lower Keys in 2017. Au-
thor Willie Drye will be presenting on 
this topic the evening of Wednesday, 
Nov. 20, as part of Keys History & Dis-
covery Center Presents lecture series. A 
book-signing will follow. Details can be 
found at www.keysdiscovery.com.

It Had To Be You is a look back to 
the late 1930s in an area of Key Largo 
once known as Planter. The book, origi-
nally printed in 1996, documents some 
of K Wilkinson’s fondest memories of 
simple years living by the water’s edge 
with her husband Jack. The Wilkin-
sons moved in the late 1930s, squatting 
along the Atlantic coast at Mile Marker 
92.5 (in the general area of the pres-
ent-day Harry Harris Park). Jack and K 
called a make-shift tent their home and 
lived largely off what the ocean could 
provide, which included furniture that 
would occasionally wash up.

In addition, It Had To Be You, the ex-
hibit, is on display through late October. 
The Discovery Center is open Wednes-
days through Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Joe and Lindy Roth Foundation 
donated the original manuscript to the 
Florida Keys History and Discovery 
Foundation, which operates the Dis-
covery Center, in the hopes the Foun-
dation could reprint the book. As was 
the wish of K and her family, a dona-
tion from the sale of each book goes to 
the American Cancer Society.

A reprinting of the book in 2012 
was spearheaded by the Historical 
Preservation Society of the Upper 
Keys (HPSUK), an organization for 
which K Wilkinson once served as 
president. A special thanks goes to Lo-
ralea Carrera, HPSUK vice president, 
who provided Bertelli with a selection 
of photographs to include in the up-
coming reprinting. n

“The Charm of the Florida Keys” Cuban Art 
exhibit featuring artist Esteban Machado to 
open at Ocean Sotheby’s in Islamorada on Friday, 
September 27th
The Florida Keys 

Council of the Arts, 
in conjunction with 
Ocean Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty in 
Islamorada and Latin 
American Art Magazine 
is proud to announce 
the upcoming show: 
“The Charm of the 
Florida Keys”, an exhi-
bition of Cuban Artist 
Esteban Machado, cu-
rated by Alaen Ledesma 

Fernandez. An opening 
reception on Friday, 
September 27, from 
6:00 to 8:00 pm at Ro-
berto Russell Gallery at 
Ocean Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, 81888 
Overseas Highway in 
Islamorada.

Join us to enjoy the 
artwork, also hors d’oeu-
vres and wine presented 
by Ocean Sotheby’s, 
and live music. All work 

on exhibit are original 
paintings and are avail-
able for sale.

This exhibit is spon-
sored in part by the Flor-
ida Keys Council of the 
Arts, Ocean Sotheby’s, 
and Latin American Art 
Magazine, as well as oth-
er supporters.  Free park-
ing is available. RSVP’s 
appreciated, please call 
Maria at Ocean Sothe-
by’s, 305-712-8888. n “El Peregrino” (The Pilgrim), painting by Esteban Machado
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Key West, Sept 10th

Hard Rock Cafe® locations nation-
wide will show the highly-antic-

ipated Crossroads Guitar Festival on 
Friday, September 20 and Saturday, 
September 21 through a partnership 
with Joe Hand Promotions in associ-
ation with RRE, LLC.

Widely considered one of the 
world’s all-time greatest guitarists and 
known amongst his peers as a great col-
laborator, Eric Clapton will perform 
the fifth installment of his Crossroads 
Guitar Festival, on Friday, September 
20, and Saturday, September 21 from 
the American Airlines Arena in Dallas, 
TX. Performances are available at 8 
p.m. CDT on Friday September 20th 
and 7 p.m. on Saturday, September 
21st for a live simulcast at Hard Rock 
Cafe and other music venues, bars, 
restaurants and performing arts cen-
ters across North America through Joe 
Hand Promotions.

The festival promises two nights of 
“performances and impromptu col-
laborations from the world’s most leg-
endary guitar players” with a different 
line up each night that includes Eric 
Clapton, John Mayer, Jeff Beck, Joe 
Walsh, Bonnie Raitt, Sheryl Crow, Pe-
ter Frampton, Robert Cray, Vince Gill, 
and the Tedeschi Trucks Band, among 
others. Both nights are expected to be 
at least a four- hour performance.

All profits from the Festival will 
benefit The Crossroads Centre in Anti-
gua, a treatment and education facility 

founded by Eric Clapton for chemical-
ly dependent persons.

Live music venue owners and pro-
moters, and bar owners and operators 
are encouraged to contact Joe Hand 
Promotions at 1-800-557-4263 or visit 
joehandpromotions.com to arrange for 
a showing of Eric Clapton’s Crossroads 
Guitar Festival at their establishment. 
Participating locations will be included 
on Joe Hand Promotions’ Bar Finder 
search on the company’s website.

To find a Hard Rock Cafe or other 
participating bar or restaurant show-
ing Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar 
Festival, visit www.joehandpromo-
tions.com/venue-search.

“The highly-anticipated Eric Clap-
ton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival brings 
together many of the world’s top mu-
sicians for two fantastic nights of live 
music,” said Joe Hand, Jr., President, 
Joe Hand Promotions. “Music fans 
from across North America can ex-
perience the sights and sounds of the 
Crossroads Festival with their friends 
and other music fans at their favorite 
dining establishment or live music 
venue. We’re excited to work with RRE 
in bringing the live simulcast to mil-
lions of music fans across the country.”

“Hard Rock Cafe is an iconic, inter-
nationally recognized dining and en-
tertainment brand, known for its deep 
connection to music,” added Hand. 
“With Hard Rock Cafe, the high-
est-profile group within this segment, 
we expect other bars and restaurants 
to want to jam with Clapton and his 

guests and show Crossroads at their 
establishment.”

Joe Hand Promotions, the leading 
provider of live content to bars, restau-
rants, and dining establishments, in part-
nership with RRE, is making Eric Clap-
ton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival available 
at Hard Rock Cafe, and other bars, 
restaurants and live music venues. Joe 
Hand Promotions has been bringing fan 

communities together to watch sporting 
events since 1971. Joe Hand Promotions 
has presented more than 25,000 events 
to establishments while boosting their 
food and beverage sales, expanding their 
customer base, and increasing their late-
night revenues. Joe Hand Promotions 
provided live music venues with the 
Grateful Dead’s three-show Fare Thee 
Well from Chicago in 2015. n

Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to offer. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

Hard Rock Cafe® to host highly-anticipated 
Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival Watch 
parties on September 20-21
Joe Hand Promotions to distribute commercial rights of crossroads festival to establishments 
looking to attract music fans
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos by Rocky Tyrone

Are you ready to take 
the plunge and buy an 

island retreat that’s within walking 
distance of the best Key West has to 
offer? The charming two-bedroom, 
one-bath home located in the heart 
of Old Town may be just what you’re 
looking for!

Tucked away in a secluded com-
pound of classic Key West cottages, 
611 Grinnell St. Unit #4 offers the 
architectural touches, such as hard-
wood floors, so loved by residents of 
the Southernmost City, in a nearly 
800 square-foot house that’s easy to 
keep, and close to just about every-
thing this desirable part of town has 
to offer.

In fact this very private compound 
is actually easy to miss if you’re not 
looking for it! A small monthly asso-
ciation fee covers the maintenance of 
the good-sized swimming pool and 
deck area, as well as the mature land-
scaping – including a majestic banyan 
tree, which provides plenty of shade on 
hot summer days.

Inside, this wood-frame residence, 
built in 1928, offers an open concept 

living area, with the two bedrooms 
and bathroom located off to the side. 
Plenty of natural light gives the rooms 
a cheerful coziness that’s right in tune 
with the rest of the neighborhood.

Unit 4 is far back from Grinnell 
Street, affording quiet and privacy.

Out on the street, however, this 
neighborhood (located in Flood Zone 
X for the cheapest flood insurance) has 
it all. There’s a handy dog park just a 
stone’s throw away, as well as one of 
Key West’s favorite Cuban coffee count-
ers, just down the street. Beyond that 
are the famed bars and restaurants of 
the Key West Historic Seaport, the Key 
West Library, and the fun and excite-
ment of Duval Street, all within walk-
ing distance or a short bicycle trip away.

This island abode has been 
well-maintained by its current owner, 
with a new roof installed earlier this 
year, as well as three new mini-split air 
conditioning units. The exterior has 
also been freshly painted.

Purchase of the furnishings may be 
negotiated with the owner, making 
this an easy house to move into – and 
to fall in love with.

If you’ve got sand in your shoes 
and are ready to have your very own 
Key West pied-a-terre, make an ap-
pointment today to see this homey 

Location, location, location!
This charming yet affordable Key West hideaway 
has potential to spare

The cozy living room features a vaulted ceiling, Dade County Pine, hard-
wood floors and a new mini-split AC system. 

New landscaping and fresh exterior paint make 611 Grinnell St. #4 
sparkle. 



KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE • www.konklife.com • SEPTEMBER 2019

little gem. You could become the 
lucky newest resident of the Old 
Town North neighborhood! It’s all 
here waiting for you, in the heart of 
Key West.

The home at 611 Grinnell St. is being 

offered for just $625,000.

To schedule a showing, or for more 

information, contact Listing Agents 

Derek Epperly and Jenna Blackwell of 

Berkshire Hathaway Knight & Gardner 

Realty, at305-393-6573, or by email at 

DerekandJenna@keysrealestate.com

To view more of their listings, visit 

their office, at 336 Duval St., or online 

atwww.keywestrealestate.info

keysscribe@aol.com

The enclosed screened-in porch is perfect for relaxing or enjoying your 
morning coffee or evening cocktail.

The open kitchen is quite functional for all of your cooking needs.

The good-sized master bedroom is charming and inviting.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

FEATURED LISTING
611 Grinnell Street #4 • Old Town, Key West

Flood Zone X. Charming 2/1 bungalow in a gated compound, surrounded by a  
large sunny pool encompassed by mature native shade trees. This home is  
located in the desirable neighborhood of Old Town North, which features every-
thing within a short stroll or bike ride that is quintessential Key West - architecture, 
shopping, nightlife and culture. Call us today for a private viewing! $625,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
58 Palm Drive • Saddlebunch Key

See Map

2

See Map

3
2
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See Map

4

The spare room can act as a second bedroom or would make an ideal  
home office. 

The back deck is located off of the spare room. Ideal for grilling and 
relaxing.

Cool off and relax in the large, virtually private shared pool encompassed 
by lush shade trees. 
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 611 Grinnell St. #4, Old Town, Key West  
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

4
3

2 
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Bascom Grooms Real Estate 26/08/19  $409,000  $395,000 59 Golf Club Dr 1996 Condo 2 No 4

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Beach Club Brokers 26/08/19  $399,000  $375,000 3314 Northside Dr, #16-16A 1985 Condo 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 26/08/19  $1,049,000  $975,000 38 Seaside S Ct 2005 Townhouse 4 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 23/08/19  $499,000  $450,000 1407 Olivia St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Truman & Co. 26/08/19  $2,375,000  $2,200,000 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #308 1986 Condo 3 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Coldwell Banker Schmitt 27/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,617,500 725 White 1952 Commercial 13 No 2

Truman & Co. Century 21 Island Life 23/08/19  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 1115 Southard St 1899 Single Fam 3 No 1

Preferred Properties Preferred Properties 23/08/19  $965,000  $905,000 11 Hutchinson Ln, #4 1913 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 23/08/19  $619,000  $608,000 1024 Packer St 1948 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 26/08/19  $239,900  $230,000 201 Coppitt Rd, #106 1974 Condo 1 Yes 1

Bascom Grooms Real Estate Keller Williams KW Compass 28/08/19  $649,000  $637,000 217 Truman 1933 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 23/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,520,000 24 Sunset Key Dr N/A Lots 0 Yes 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of August 22nd, 2019 to August 28th, 2019
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