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BY PRU SOWERS
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The deal is officially 
done.

While Key West and 
Monroe County offi-
cials had earlier agreed 

to keep the city’s homeless shelter, 
the Keys Overnight Temporary Shel-
ter (KOTS), in its current location on 
Stock Island next to the county Sher-
iff’s Department offices, the final piece 
of what has been a six-year-long prob-
lem puzzle was revealed at the Sept. 17 
city commission meeting. 

The city had promised Sheriff Rick 
Ramsey that it would provide a mini-
mum of 30 affordable housing apart-
ments for his deputies and staff in 
return for keeping KOTS essentially 

where it is. But the question of where 
those 30 units of housing would be lo-
cated was murky, at best. The city had 
initially promised the deputies would 
get first crack at the new, 104-unit 

affordable workforce housing proj-
ect being built by the city across the 
street from the sheriff’s department on 
College Road. But it turned out that 
the deputies’ salaries were too high to 
qualify for the restricted housing.

The city then looked at open space 
outside of the city where deputy hous-
ing could be built. Then it promised 
it would find multiple parcels within 
the Key West city limits where 30 units 
of housing could be located, but didn’t 
define where those were. 

Now, city commissioners have 
agreed to transfer a 1.1-acre vacant, 
city-owned waterfront parcel at 250 
Trumbo Road to the county. The 
square lot, surrounded by other vacant 
land owned by Monroe County, had 
been used to store police vehicles but 
was recently turned into a temporary 

public dog park. With the land trans-
fer, a rebuilt KOTS can stay next to the 
Sheriff’s Department and the county 
can add the parcel to its existing prop-
erty on Trumbo Road for an even larg-
er affordable housing development, if 
it chooses.

“It [the deal] was not without a lot of 
teeth-gnashing and a lot of wrangling 
to get to this point,” observed incoming 
Key West City Manager Greg Veliz.

That is certainly the truth. KOTS 
opened in its current location in 2004 
with Sheriff Ramsey assuming the 
Quonset hut shelter would stay there a 
few years until the city could find an-
other location. It didn’t happen. Then, 
in 2013, the next-door Sunset Marina 
Condominium Association sued the city, 

K E Y  N E W S

Key West homeless shelter deal finally completed
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saying it didn’t follow its own permitting rules when 
deciding to install the shelter next to the marina. A 
judge agreed, ruling that the city must make a “good 
faith effort” to find another location.

But after trying several options-- including a trial 
balloon quickly shot down that proposed taking over 
the Bayshore Manor senior assisted living facility – 
city officials said they simply couldn’t find another 
suitable location. That led county commissioners 
last September to issue a one-year eviction notice to 
KOTS, hoping to force the issue to a resolution. 

In addition to giving the county the Trumbo 
Road property – which will have to be developed as 
housing for the sheriff’s department employees re-
gardless of what the county does with the remaining 
land it owns there – the city will move the homeless 
shelter a few feet back into the mangroves, allowing 
more landscaping to be planted between the sheriff’s 
department and the shelter. The move will also cre-
ate room to build a “place for holding,” an enclosed 
space hidden from the road where KOTS clients can 
wait until the shelter is open for the evening. One of 
the complaints from residents in the area was that 
shelter clients often meandered up and down Col-
lege Road waiting to be admitted.

“That’s going to be huge for the [Sunset Marina] 
neighbors because that was their number one com-
plaint, as far as I understood it,” said Commission-
er Sam Kaufman.

The commission vote to approve the proper-
ty transfer was unanimous despite a request for a 
delay from the Steam Plant Condominium Asso-
ciation, which is next door to the Trumbo Road 
parcel that is being transferred. Jed Molleston, 
representing the association, asked for the delay to 
allow association lawyers to look at the agreement 

to ensure the condo owners will have a say in the 
design of the project. 

“We would welcome the Sheriff’s deputies and 
the Sheriff’s employees there next door as long as 
there is an appropriate plan and an appropriate 
project there for affordable housing, which we un-
derstand is a city priority,” Molleston said.

City Attorney Shawn Smith responded that the 
resolution was only for the land transfer and any 
future development will have to go through the 
normal planning process, which includes multiple 
public meetings where association members can 
give their input.

In other business at the commission meeting, 
retiring City Manager Jim Scholl was honored 
with a plaque, hugs and a standing ovation as he 
was thanked for his 10 years of service. Scholl first 
became manager in 2007 and retired in 2012. He 
was asked to return in 2014 to replace then-City 
Manager Bob Vitas, who was fired because he was 
unable to develop a good working relationship 
with several city officials. Incoming City Manager 
Veliz gave an emotional speech thanking Scholl on 
behalf of both the city and himself personally.

“That’s the beauty of Jim Scholl. He’s con-
stantly teaching even though you and maybe not 
even he may be aware of it,” Veliz said, adding, 
“Because of him, I am a much more patient and 
thoughtful person.”

Both Smith and Kaufman echoed Veliz’ senti-
ments, saying Scholl’s steady hand strengthened 
the city’s financial transparency and integrity.

“In 10 years, you leave a legacy in city govern-
ment,” Smith said.

Scholl characteristically shared the praise.
“Those were kind words about me but this isn’t 

a one-man job. It never has been. It’s all about the 
team that we put together,” he said. “This team 
does good things for this city every day.” n

Key West homeless...
 X Continued from page 3

Key West Toastmasters 
selects a ‘Shining Star’
Every year, Key West Toastmasters selects a ‘Shining Star’ member…some-

one who has joined since July 1 of the previous year and has quickly exem-
plified being a ‘shining star’.  Karen Jacques was the new member recognized 
and her butterfly case presented by Immediate Past President, Marianne Mag-
ner.  The butterfly case represents ‘Expanding Your Potential’. n
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Key West Comes to the Aid of the Bahamas
Key West, Sept 18

 

The Key West City 
Commission last 

night commended the 
community for the in-
credible outpouring of 

aid to the Bahamas in the wake of Hur-
ricane Dorian. Then they stepped up to 
the plate and donated two decommis-
sioned fire trucks to our sister islanders.

Mayor Emeritus Craig Cates accept-
ed the proclamation commending Key 
West Cares on behalf of the hundreds 
of people that have responded to the 
disaster left behind by the direct hit of 
a category 5 hurricane on the Abacos. 
Key West has long designated Green 

Turtle Cay, one of hardest hit areas, as 
a sister city.

As of September 16th, Key West 
Cares had shipped approximately 20,000 
pounds of relief cargo to the Bahamas.

“It’s an amazing job, what everyone 
has done,” said Cates, who has just 
returned from Green Turtle. “The de-
struction is unbelievable, but the peo-
ple want to rebuild. They are so thank-
ful for all the help that the people of 
Key West has given them.”

He noted that the quick response of 
this cohesive collection of individuals 
has done more than provide comfort. 
“We’ve saved lives,” he said.Commissioners Gregory Davila, Jimmy Weekley and Mary Lou Hoover, 

Mayor Emeritus Craig Cates, Vice Mayor Sam Kaufman, and Commission-
ers Billy Wardlow and Clayton Lopez.
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Womankind voucher programs offers support for 
breast health care
Key West, Sept 17

Over 40,000 lives are taken by 
breast cancer in the U.S. each year. 

With Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
coming up in October, Womankind 
wants to remind the community to 
take charge of their breast health, and 
together with Zonta, Susan G. Komen 

Foundation, the State of Florida Mon-
roe County Health Department, and 
Womankind’s Breast Health Coordina-
tor Ginny Barr, they make it easy and 
affordable to do just that. 

Barr makes appointments for pa-
tients, logs and tracks tests ordered, 
calls patients with their results, and if 
further testing is recommended, nav-
igates them through that process, dis-
cussing what is needed, where testing 
is done, test costs, and what the pa-
tient is able to pay, she explains.

“Without this financial assistance, 
many of our patients would be un-
able to have these life-saving tests,” 
says Barr.

This year alone, 474 patients have 
utilized Womankind’s special vouch-
er program for mammogram screen-
ings (funded by Zonta), diagnostic 
breast tests (funded in part by Su-
san G. Komen Foundation), and for 
women over 50, the County’s Florida 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early De-
tection Program. 9 of those patients 
were diagnosed with cancer.

“Getting screened regularly via mam-
mograms, remembering your yearly 
doctor’s exam, and being aware of any 
changes in your breasts can help wom-
en detect the disease as early as possible, 
when it’s most treatable,” says Barr.

Help support these important 
programs by attending Womankind 
BraZaar, their annual gala fundraiser 

set for Thursday, October 17, from 
7pm-10pm at Key West Theatre. A 
light-hearted take on a serious topic, 
this year’s “Big Top Bash” is crowd-en-
gaging, high-energy live auction featur-
ing one-of-a-kind decorated bras mod-
eled by Womankind supporters, with a 
dazzling ringmaster of ceremonies who 
will introduce the models in their bras 
and ensembles, along with circus-style 
performances and games between 
auction presentation. There will be 
spectacular surprises, hilarious booby 
prizes, a pre-auction welcome of sweet 
treats and libations and an online silent 
auction of additional decorated bra de-
signs that launches Friday, October 11. 
Every dollar raised is used to help make 
breast health care accessible to all.

Tickets are $30 for general admis-
sion and $50 for preferred seating 
and can be purchased at thekeywest-
theater.com. For more information 
about the event or sponsorship op-
portunities, contact Mel at MGor-
tarez@Womankindkeywest.org or 
call Womankind at 305-294-4004. n

“Getting screened regularly via 
mammograms, remembering your yearly 
doctor’s exam, and being aware of any 
changes in your breasts can help women 
detect the disease as early as possible, when 
it’s most treatable,” says Barr.

Together with Zonta, Susan G. Komen Foundation, the State of Florida 
Monroe County Health Department, and Womankind’s Breast Health Coor-
dinator Ginny Barr (pictured), Womankind makes breast health care easy 
and affordable for all. You can support these important programs by at-
tending Womankind BraZaar, their annual gala fundraiser set for Thursday, 
October 17, from 7pm-10pm at Key West Theatre. For more information, 
contact Mel at MGortarez@Womankindkeywest.org or call Womankind at 
305-294-4004. 
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Award-Winning Hollywood Makeup Artist Ron 
Wolek returns to Key West Oct 20-26 to Debut The 
Beauty Garden at Fantasy Fest 2019
Key West, FL

Hollywood celebri-
ty make-up artist 

Ron Wolek of Wolek 
Studios returns to Key 

West’s October Fantasy Fest 2019 to 
debut The Beauty Garden next to Fair-
villa Sexy Things. Known fondly as 
‘Captain Ron Wolek’ among his many 
Key West fans, Wolek and his talented 
crew of make-up, hair and body paint-
ing designers from television, film 
and stage have created their own en-

chanting pop-up Beauty Garden (Oct. 
20 – 26) to offer visitors a unique and 
elevated painting experience as they 
‘glam up’ to steal the show during the 
Festival.

More than 70,000 visitors are ex-
pected to attend this year’s Fantasy 
Fest on the island city, and Wolek and 
his epic crew are determined to pro-
vide as many of those people excellent 
customer service and extremely com-
petitive prices while in their Garden 
of Eden-inspired The Beauty Garden. 
“Body painting is an art,” remarks 

Wolek. “It requires precision and per-
fection, and is artistically beautiful 
when done on the body, an exquisite 
human canvas.”

Wolek has painted at the annual 
Fantasy Fest for the last two years and 
was motivated to create The Beauty 
Garden because he felt clients needed 
to receive more of a “celebrity treat-
ment” from artists and painters at the 
annual event. And that’s exactly what 
the guests in his Garden will get: in-
dividualized highest-level artistry in a 
relaxing and beautiful environment.

“For me, it wasn’t about how many 
people I could get in the chair and 
paint in one day. It was about deliver-
ing a positive, exceptional experience 
and interaction with each and every 
person,” continued Wolek. “I want our 
customers to walk in\to The Beauty 
Garden as ordinary people and walk 
out feeling glamorous, gorgeous, ex-

traordinary, just like a Hollywood star! 
My goal is to make it meaningful, to 
help people fulfill their fantasies, make 
their dreams come true through the 
form of art.”

The Beauty Garden’s targeted au-
dience is women over the age of 35, 
but any age, gender or body type 
will receive the same special expe-
rience and fabulous results as only 
Hollywood artists are accustomed to 
providing. “What makes The Beauty 
Garden’s art unique is that we don’t 
duplicate the work of others. We al-
low ourselves to trust our creativity, 
embrace it, and own it. We challenge 
ourselves to work on and create our 
unique styles, not wanting to be 
like someone else. Bottom line, The 
Beauty Garden artists pride them-
selves on customized - not cookie 
cutter - artistry.”

Home for Wolek’s Beauty Garden is 
the lot next to Fairvilla Sexy Things, a 
popular destination for costumes and 
makeup, at 524 Front Street. Capt 
Ron Hollywood Beauty Art is an offi-
cial Life of the Party partner of Fantasy 
Fest 2019. 

ABOUT CAPT RON WOLEK
Ron Wolek is a third generation 

hair stylist, veteran makeup artist, 
and son of Disney’s former hair and 
makeup legend and department head, 
Janet Wolek. He is currently an ed-
ucator and body design artist at E.I. 
school of professional makeup in 
Hollywood, California, and a mous-
tache maker at Excalibur Hotel in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, working on some of 
the biggest celebrities of their time. n
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Life’s been a whirlwind for Kevin 
‘Woody’ Wood, by his own admis-

sion. He was the top fundraiser of the 
Cleveland AIDS Walk as a high school 
freshman. Six days after his 17th birth-
day, he signed up to spend the next 4 
years in a  Navy submarine. He attend-
ed Le Cordon Bleu and owned his own 
restaurant. He dressed windows at Fast 
Buck Freddy’s. Post-Irma, he shopped 
and cooked for hungry locals at Poinci-
ana Royale. He’s engaged to a man who’s 
an RN registered in the Philippines. 

Raising awareness, finagling dona-
tions, donning a crown? It’s a snap.

Woody, as he’s universally known 
by, has called Ohio, Wisconsin, Cal-
ifornia, New York City and Hawaii 
home in his 42 years, and lessons were 

learned at each stop. “It’s just me being 
me,” he shrugs, as he recounts an ear-
ly skirmish with the whole “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” military debacle. An outdat-

ed psychological questionnaire asked, 
and he truthfully told. “After that, we 
were at a stalemate and they just ig-
nored my pink tattoo.”

 Four years later, duty fulfilled and 
“all of my romantic childhood notions 
of life in a submarine doused,” he went 
from “structured to goofy…it was an 
era of self-discovery.”

His inaugural residency in Key West 
in 1998 found him “too young, too 
scattered,” and he went elsewhere to 
thrive. A second time, through 2005, 
found him in the “bullseye hurricane 
zone,” and he retreated north, to Mi-
ami and culinary school. When he 
moved to Honolulu, “I knew exactly 
one person. I started from scratch.” 
Yet, by 2009, he was one of the high-

est fundraisers for the Honolulu AIDS 
Walk; by 2011 he was #1. 

What was the impetus? Woody’s 
late, HIV-positive boyfriend had “nev-
er sought treatment. He refused to 
take medications. He died of stigma. 
He died of shame. And I think he 
never forgave himself for putting me 
at risk well before he disclosed his sta-
tus”. You can see Woody’s reflection on 
this and more at https://tinyurl.com/
woodythankyou  

Woody went to work in HIV Pre-
vention/Outreach for what was then 
The Life Foundation (now the Hawaii 
Health & Harm Reduction Center), 
fundraising to attend every annual Unit-

The Royal Candidate of FANTASY FEST 2019
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ed States Conference on AIDS (USCA) 
conference. The position did not survive 
the third wave of funding cuts, so he par-
layed his organizational efforts into the 
Hawaii International Film Festival, “but 
it didn’t fulfill me the same way”. 

An advertised position at AH (then 
AIDS Help) caught his eye. Given the 
geographical distance, Woody knew the 
the odds were steep in winning the job, 
and he was the last candidate interviewed 
via phone.  Confident enough he didn’t 
renew his apartment lease, he didn’t 
know that the elation of the job offer 
would come with devastation: he was 
offered the job the same day as the mass 
shooting at Orlando’s PULSE. “But I was 
coming home again, with a game plan.”

Part of the plan included an eventu-
al run for King of FANTSY FEST. “I’d 
watched Tom Luna become ’92 King,” 
something he knew couldn’t be done 
while employed at the Agency so, when 
he left (he’s now Project Coordinator 
at MARC House), “it was my epipha-
ny. I’d been inside. Now I could effect 
change from the outside.”

Woody also counts the days he and 
fiancee Arnold Coronel, continuing his 
medical education in the Philippines 
where they own a salon, can obtain 
a  marriage visa, an ongoing struggle. 
“He’ll be working in Germany soon 
and if I have to go there, I will. If I have 
to, I’ll abdicate!” he jokes. “Arnold is 
the reason I get up every day.”

“I truly believe my run will be differ-
ent than any before,” Woody declares. 
“Legacy. Integrity. Fun. n

U P P E R  K E Y S

The Royal Candidate...
 X Continued from page 9

Cates noted that the fire trucks were 
crucial. New Plymouth, the small town 
on Green Turtle Cay, was founded af-
ter the American Revolution by British 
Loyalists. Like Key West, it has many 
historic wooden houses.

Yet the community does not have a 
fire truck. Fire is a major threat in the 
aftermath of a disaster due to downed 

wires, salt intrusion on electrical out-
lets, and even new building materials.

The pumper truck will be especially 
vital, as Green Turtle Cay does not have 
a water supply. This truck will allow 
them to pump water up from the ocean 
if a fire breaks out.

The trucks are expected to be 
barged over in about a week. Com-
missioner Mary Lou Hoover intro-
duced the resolution, which passed 
unanimously. n

Key West Comes....
 X Continued from page 5

Agent 86 Band at the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon
The Agent 86 Band is back at the 

Hog’s Breath Saloon, 400 Front St, 
playing the late-night gig, 9 p.m. – 1 
a.m., Sept 30 – Oct. 6.

The band brings its eclectic rock to 
the Hog’s stage and continues to keep 
local fans and visitors singing along and 
dancing in the aisles. What can you ex-
pect from musicians that have played 
with the likes of Lucinda Williams, 

John Prine, and Herman’s Hermits.
Stop by and see for yourself. n

Rock ‘n’ rollers, Agent 86 Band, 
left, Paul Griffiths, Lorne Rall and 
Steve Allen.
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Monroe County adopts millage rate and 
recommended 2020 budget at final hearing
Key Largo, FL 

The Monroe County 
Board of County 

Commissioners ad-
opted the 2020 bud-
get and millage rate 

at its final public hearing held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 at Murray Nel-
son Government Center in Key Largo. 
A budget reflects the commissioner’s 
direction to meet increased service de-
mands and workload, continued Hur-
ricane Irma recovery, infrastructure 
improvements, and future challenges, 
like climate change and sea level rise. 

The Countywide certified adopted 

millage rate by the BOCC for Fiscal Year 
2020 is 1.66 percent above the rollback 
millage rate from 2.5459 to 2.5881. Per 
the BOCC’s authorization, a new tax-
ing district to help fund a new hospital 
in the Middle Keys encompassing Mile 
Marker 40 and Mile Marker 65. With 
the new taxing district, the aggregate 
mileage rate is 3.14 percent above the 
rolled back millage rate. Ad Valorem tax-
es collected overall will be $94.1 million. 
The maximum increase for a homestead-
ed property will be $15.56 for the year. 

The $472,696,406 budget covers 
the Board of County Commissioners’ 
operating budget, capital projects, and 
constitutional officer’s budgets. 

Within the budget, 15 positions were 
approved. Positions include assistants 
for the Guardian Ad Litem and Social 
Services, a park director and mainte-
nance worker, a fleet mechanic, fire 
marshal, and two fire inspectors, four 
firefighter positions for Monroe Coun-
ty Fire Rescue’s Sugarloaf department, 
two fleet mechanic/generator techni-
cians, and a safety office administrator. 
The Board also approved an up to 4 per-
cent raise for County employees, which 
will include a cost of living increase and 
possible merit-based raise. 

The budget goes into effect Oct. 1, 
2019. For more information, visit www.
monroecounty-fl.gov/budgetandfinance.

Hurricane Irma Financial Update
As of Sept. 18, 2019, the County has 

submitted $60.9 million in completed 
and tentative projects for approval to the 
U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and the Florida Department of 
Emergency Management (FDEM). The 
state has validated, or approved, $37.2 
million of the $45 million in completed 
or in-progress projects to be dispersed 
to Monroe County. The County has re-
ceived a total of $26,257,740 million. 
The remaining expenses are still in the 
first review phase. Monroe County has 
an expectation to get about $55 million 
in reimbursements. n
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NOAA Backs Coral Restoration Foundation™ with 
more than $2.5 million to Restore Florida’s Coral Reefs
NOAA has officially awarded Coral 

Restoration Foundation™ a grant 
of $2,575,016 as part of a new, coop-
erative, three-year agreement. 

Coral Restoration Foundation™ 
(CRF™) manages the world’s largest 
coral restoration effort. They are now 
coming to the end of a previous three-
year funding cycle of a total of just 
over two million dollars from NOAA 
that began in 2016. This previous 
round of funding contributed to a dra-

matic scaling up of CRF™ efforts; they 
returned more than 50,000 corals to 
Florida’s reefs in just three years. CRF™ 
has now returned a total of more than 
100,000 corals to the degraded Florida 
Reef Tract.

“As some of the most diverse ecosys-
tems on the planet, coral reefs are criti-
cal in supporting the well-being of our 
environment, our economy, and our 
coastal communities,” said Pat Mon-
tanio, director of the Office of Habi-

tat Conservation in NOAA Fisheries. 
“NOAA is dedicated to collaborating 
with partners like Coral Restoration 
Foundation to address the urgent need 
for coral reef conservation and pre-
serve the future of coral reefs.” 

Coral Restoration Foundation™ 
CEO, R. Scott Winters explains what 
this second grant means for the orga-
nization, “This funding will allow us 
to demonstrate a paradigm shift in the 
restoration world. We are now look-

ing at restoring coral at densities that 
exceed recommendations in NOAA’s 
Acropora Recovery Plan. This grant  
will support the inclusion of addition-
al species and the development of rev-
olutionary new techniques; it would 
allow us to make progress on a scale at 
which we can talk about habitat recov-
ery in terms of acres of reef restored.”  

For more information, please con-
tact Alice Grainger at alice@coralres-
toration.org. n
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The Board of Directors of the Flori-
da Keys National Marine Sanctuary 

Foundation encourages you to partici-
pate in the Florida Keys National Ma-
rine Sanctuary’s Restoration Blueprint 
process. Now is the time to have your 
voice heard to determine the manage-
ment actions and tools that will protect 
our marine environment that supports 
our local economy and way of life. The 
Foundation works alongside, yet inde-
pendently, of the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary, focusing on the res-
toration and management of our most 
valuable asset, the marine world within 
we all share. As a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit, 
we look forward to working with every-
one to support responsible, sustainable 
marine activity within the Keys.

In response to public concerns about 
threats facing the Florida Keys, the Sanc-
tuary recently released its Restoration 
Blueprint, and, as the guiding interest of 
the foundation, we lend our support to 
this endeavor. Successful management of 
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanc-
tuary relies on all of us; residents, busi-
nesses, as well as tourists. Together, we 
can be part of the solution.

We are all aware of the assaults on 
our marine system. In an effort to pro-
tect and restore critical marine habi-
tats in the Florida Keys, the sanctuary 
is proposing changes to its boundary, 
marine zones, regulations and manage-
ment plan that embodies what has been 
learned through more than 20 years of 
cutting-edge science, technical expe-
rience, and local community involve-
ment. The proposals before us now are 
a result of more than 70 public meet-
ings and 200 recommendations from 
the Sanctuary Advisory Council, which 
is comprised of local citizens. In short, 
the three alternatives offered to the cur-

rent management plan and tools were 
devised transparently, and in concert 
with citizens and stakeholders.

The ecosystem-based approach pro-
vides sanctuary management with the 
platform to address a wide variety of 
issues including the coral reef ecosys-
tem, water quality, and increased hu-
man use with the aim of long-term 
sustainability. Action is needed to help 
the Florida Keys marine environment 
recover and become more resilient. We 
need our marine environment for our 
own economic stability.

In July of this year, the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation released 
a study showing that economic activi-
ty generated by Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary is responsible for 
contributing $4.4 billion and 43,000 
jobs across the state of Florida, with 
60% of jobs in the Florida Keys con-
nected to the marine ecosystem. Un-
derstanding the economic impact of 
the sanctuary’s resources is critical. The 
sanctuary is an irreplaceable treasure 
that will require careful management 
to maintain and enhance its splendor.  

The process of managing our ma-
rine system relies on input from you.  
The Restoration Blueprint is easily 
viewable online at www.floridakeys.
noaa.gov/blueprint. An interactive 
map enables citizens to move to areas 
that may be of particular interest, rec-
ognizing that residents of Key Largo 

may have comments that a resident of 
Key West would not. Key to this pub-
lic process is the word comment. The 
website provides instruction on how to 
present comments in response to the 
sanctuary’s proposals, and this portal is 
open until the end of January.

As representatives of the Florida Keys 

National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, 
we ask you to participate.  The Resto-
ration Blueprint is complex by nature of 
the needs for access while sustaining the 
valuable resources. It will take all of us to 
find a balance. We do however believe, 
the time is past due to act.

The Restoration Blueprint is a starting 
point for all of us to become involved. 
Our foundation is involved daily in the 
betterment of our marine environment. 
The Restoration Blueprint now enables 
you to be involved as well at this critical 
time. Please help us chart a viable future, 
and join us in support of meaningful 
change for the Florida Keys and the wa-
ters that surround us. n

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation letter of support

The ecosystem-based approach provides sanctuary 
management with the platform to address a wide 
variety of issues including the coral reef ecosystem, 
water quality, and increased human use with the aim of 
long-term sustainability. Action is needed to help the 
Florida Keys marine environment recover and become 
more resilient. We need our marine environment for 
our own economic stability.
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n
Thursday 09/26
MICHAEL McCLOUD
noon - 5pm

COOL DUO Sam Ramos &  

Chris Case

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF

FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 09/27

MICHAEL McCLOUD &  

FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

COOL BREEZE BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF

FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 09/28

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

HAPPY DOG BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF

FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 09/29

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF

FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 09/30

RAVEN COOPER

noon - 5pm

BLACK & SKABUDDAH

6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 10/01

Classic acoustic Rock with a twist.

Gary Hempsey

Noon – 5:00 pm 

Classic acoustic Rock with a twist.

Tom Taylor

6:45 - 11:00 pm

Generation X, classic and current 

favorites.

Wednesday 10/02

Tony Baltimore

Noon - 5:00 pm

Classic rock, funk, pop and originals. 

A great acoustic show!

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!
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The Smokin’ Tuna

4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com

n

Thursday 09/26

Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 09/27

Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 09/28

Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 09/29

Dr VonHilsheimer 1pm

Marjorie Lee 8pm

Saturday 09/30

TBA

Saturday 10/01

Elmore’s Revenge

8:00pm 

Saturday 10/02

 Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 8:00pm

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  
(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm
Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

Dan Harvey Duo at the Hog’s Breath
The Dan Harvey will be stopping 

by the Hog’s Breath Saloon’s 
outdoor stage Sept 30 – Oct. 6, 4:30 
– 8:30pm.

Dan Harvey’s high-energy show, 
keep audience members on their 
feet and a drink in their hand, so ex-
pect an exciting week of music at the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon.

With more than a 1,000 song set 
list, he is sure to know your favor-

ite sing along.  It’s the perfect blend 
of 80s, 90s Rock that will leave you 
wanting more. 

His musical talent earned him 
the opportunity to travel and play 
on Six Man Cruises with such bands 
as Lynyrd Skynyrd, Zac Brown, and 
Sister Hazel.  When combined with 
his highly talented band members, 
the Dan Harvey Band is not a show 
to be missed. n
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Downton 
Abbey

The much anticipated film version 
of Julian Fellowes’ Downton Abbey 

has arrived, directed by Michael Engler 
(The Chaperone). It is right where the 
series left off in 1927 and the Abbey has 
just received word to its owners’ disbe-
lief that King George (Simon Jones) 
and Queen Mary (Geraldine James) are 
coming to stay one night. The house of 
Crawley is up in arms.

Lady Talbot (Michelle Dockery) 
co-owner of Downton makes haste to 
Mr. Carson (Jim Carter) the retired but-
ler for failsafe aid. He assures her that he 
will be at Downton first thing the next 
morning. Lady Talbot is relieved.

But unbeknownst to the staff, The 
Queen has her own unit to accompa-
ny her during her visit: a stuffy but-
ler (David Haig), a supercilious chef 
(Philippe Spall) and a very harsh head 
of housekeeping (Richenda Carey).

The capable Downton staff is af-
fronted. They agree to meet in the cel-
lar to plan to take control.

To make matters worse, Violet 

(Maggie Smith) is in a family battle 
with Lady Bagshaw (Imelda Staunton) 
over an heir. And to knot things fur-
ther, there is a mysterious arrogant 
man (Stephen Campbell Moore) who 
wants to ingratiate himself with Tom 
(Allen Leech).

To top affairs, there is a kleptoma-
niac at large, a torrential storm and no 
functioning hot water for guests, royal 
or otherwise.

Horrors!
There are plenty of rich appoint-

ments to look at, combined with in-
trigue, (albeit soapish) that will justly 
satisfy the show’s loyal fans. Stephen 
Campbell Moore does a good turn as 
the eerie man. There is a compelling 
subplot involving Thomas Barrow 
(Robert James-Collier) taken to a se-
cret club. 

By film’s end, the melodrama is a 
bit too buttoned up with a collar in an 
all’s-well-that-end’s-well upper lip, but 
the charisma of the beloved characters 
and the fluid visual design make the 
film “Downton Abbey” a swiftly pleas-
ant idyll. n

Marianne and 
Leonard: Words 
of Love

From the reliable documentarian 
Nick Broomfield here is another 

engaging film about the existential 

poet Leonard Cohen, “Marianne and 
Leonard: Words of Love.“ Cohen was 
a reclusive musician and author who 
wrote about desire and the human 
circumstance. He was discovered by 
Judy Collins and became popular in 
the 1960s folk scene for his deadpan 
voice and moody lyrics which read 
like poetry.

In the 60s, just before musical no-
toriety, Cohen traveled to Hydra in 
Greece. He met the Johnstons, an ex-
patriate family and fell in love with the 
small isle of jumbled white-washed 
houses. There Cohen met Marianne 
Ihlen, a Norwegian free-thinker who 
was running away from Europe.

It seemed love at first sight. Cohen 
wrote, dropped acid, composed his 
hallucinatory novel and made love. 
Marianne was hooked on Cohen like a 
narcotic, but the poet was driven to go 
to New York City to write lyrics.

Marianne gradually became con-
fused by the sudden disappearances to 
New York or London.

Leonard would not be tied down 
by any relationship. To Cohen, each 
tryst created a different song or an al-
ternate emotion, a new discovery. By 
his own admission, Cohen became ob-
sessive-compulsive seeking women be-
yond reason. Women swooned when 
they spied the dark and serious man.

Marianne grew resentful but Cohen 
met a seductive yet manipulative bru-
nette named Suzanne and Marianne 
married Jan, a sweet tempered man.

The film does an excellent job illus-
trating Cohen’s restless drive to create 
meaningful work and his magnetism 
to women. Hydra itself is a character 

in the film, representing hedonism 
and sensual desire. On film, the island 
resembles a gigantic octopus with its 
hundred-fold eyes disguised as quaint 
white houses.

After Hydra and New York, Cohen 
took refuge in a Zen monastery to 
hopefully uncover useful experiences, 
beyond the sensual.

He left after 1999, only to learn 
his manager and friend had embez-
zled millions from him. Cohen had 
no choice but to go on tour. He ex-
perienced a profitable renaissance. 
His song “Hallelujah” became iconic 
worldwide. Marianne was always giv-
en a front-row seat wherever Leonard 
played, in an effort to make amends 
one might deduce.

In 2016, Marianne became deathly 
ill. Cohen wrote (in paraphrase): “I am 
not far behind you; I am so close that I 
can almost touch your hand. Safe trav-
els, my friend...your Leonard.”

Ihlen and Cohen died only months 
apart from one another in 2016. To-
gether they existed as a kind of surreal 
Romeo & Juliet, together and apart, 
inexplicitly at once, without boundar-
ies, labels or definitions.

“Marianne and Leonard” hints at 
Cohen as the ultimate enigma, a man 
of mystery who had no use for social 
conventions. The instant a relationship 
was described it lost its magic. Cohen 
sought to retain this magic without 
convention at any cost, even at the 
peril of relationships. Cohen’s refusal 
to adhere to any human boundaries 
coupled with his sudden acceptance of 
his lover’s devotion and mortality, al-
beit from a distance, makes the film as 
disquieting as it is poignant. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com



Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Key West Art & Historical 
Society Announces 
Perpetual Groove Concert 
Tickets Now on Sale
Tickets are now on sale for an eve-

ning of live music starring legend-
ary “jam band” Perpetual Groove with 
opening act The Happy Dog, present-
ed by Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety via its popular Music at Martello 
series. Set for December 12, 2019 on 
the grounds of historic Fort East Mar-
tello, 3501 S. Roosevelt Blvd., doors 
will open at 6:00pm with The Happy 
Dog band starting at 7:00 followed by 
headliners PGroove. 

Perpetual Groove, known for a 
sound that fuses Southern rock, funk, 
jazzy improvisation, indie rock and 
synth loops, and whose hits include 
“Save for One,” “Mr. Transistor,” 
“Three Weeks,” “Teakwood,” and 
“Walking in Place,” will be perform-
ing from their classic play list along 
with material from their newly re-
leased self-titled album.

Concertgoers are encouraged to 
bring chairs and blankets for a “back-
yard casual” setup that will include 

food vendors and cash bar. Sponsored in part by 
the State of Florida, Division of Cultural Affairs. 
General admission is $25; children under 12 admit-
ted free. Limited parking is available; bicycling is 
encouraged. Tickets are now on sale at kwahs.org/
tickets. Your Museums.  Your Community.  It Takes 
an Island.  n
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The 7th Annual Sugarloaf Ok-
toberfest celebration is set for 

Sunday, October 6th at the Sugar-
loaf Lodge Tiki Bar from 3pm-7pm, 
promising a tasty, musical afternoon 
for all who attend. The annual fund-
raiser benefits the Bahama Village 
Music Program, an organization that 
helps bring free musical education 
to over 200 students aged 6-16 that 
would otherwise miss out on the life-
long gift of music.

“It’s a good time for a good cause!” 
says Executive Director Katchen Dun-
can, who has been with the program 
since 2002. 

Guests can anticipate a delicious 
pork dinner by South of the Seven, the 
new restaurant at the Sugarloaf Lodge, 
a silent auction and live music by mu-

sicians Larry Baeder, Ben Harrison, 
Bill Blue, and many of the program’s 
talented students. 

Now celebrating their 20th sea-
son, Bahama Village Music Program 
has served the community through 
music, with two choirs, two strings 
programs, a jazz ensemble, a ukulele 
orchestra, a steel pan band, a musi-
cal theatre program, music theory 
and songwriting classes, the “School 
of Rock” band, and a summer music 

camp. Led by Duncan and Program 
Director Kate Divoll, these classes 
and individual lessons are taught by 
more than a dozen student teachers, 
professional instructors, and dedi-
cated volunteers, helping to create a 
sense of community spirit and pride 
while fostering important mentor 
relationships between local teenage 

musicians and their students, en-
couraging parent participation, and 
enhancing student self-esteem. The 
program is fully supported by local 
donors, foundations, and fundraisers. 

Tickets are $15 advance purchase 
at Sugarloaf Lodge, BVMP at 103 
Olivia Street, or online at bvmpkw.
org and $20 at the door. All proceeds 
benefit the music program, which 
is funded by local donors, founda-
tions, and fundraisers. For more 
information or to make an in-kind 
auction item or monetary donation, 
call 305.504.7664 or email info@
bvmpkw.org. n

Bahama Village Music Program kicks of 20th season 
with 7th Annual Sugarloaf Oktoberfest celebration

Larry Baeder, Gary Hempsey, John Sausser, and Corey Helms jam out at 
last year’s annual Sugarloaf Oktoberfest. This year’s celebration is set 
for Sunday, October 6th at the Sugarloaf Lodge Tiki Bar from 3pm-7pm, 
promising a tasty, musical afternoon for all who attend. The annual fund-
raiser benefits the Bahama Village Music Program, an organization that 
helps bring free musical education to over 200 students aged 6-16. Tick-
ets are $15 advance purchase at Sugarloaf Lodge, BVMP at 103 Olivia 
Street, or online at bvmpkw.org and $20 at the door. For more information 
or to make a donation, call 305.504.7664 or email info@bvmpkw.org. Pho-
to by Ralph DePalma. 

The annual fundraiser benefits the Bahama 
Village Music Program, an organization that 
helps bring free musical education to over 
200 students aged 6-16 that would otherwise 
miss out on the lifelong gift of music.
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Armani
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director Florida Keys SPCA

When you hear Armani, one tends 
to think of high-fashion, not  a 

cat with no hair!  But our Armani was 
just that, a 12.5 yr. old male Sphynx, a 
type of cat who appears to be hairless. 
The breed was created through selective 
breeding back in the 60’s, and tends to 
have big bat ears and skin that feels 
like a soft peach. But the Sphynx is not 
everyone’s cup of tea. In fact people 
can even be hesitant to pet hairless cats 
like Armani  because of their unnatural  
and some even say “creepy” look. But 
we discovered that Armani was true to 
his breed type which is sweet, friendly, 
and a lover of attention.

Armani became homeless when his 
human passed away. The family tried 
to keep and care for him but for vari-
ous reasons, they were unable to, so he 
came to us. He did have some initial 
health issues requiring bathing.  The 
biggest challenge was not the baths but 
keeping him warm enough afterward 
in the AC’d shelter.  Having no fur 
meant he got cold easily. Fortunately, 
he seemed to enjoy being bundled  in 

towels which were warmed up in the 
dryer. He became a bit of celebrity 
with our staff and volunteers, since it’s 
not every day that people get to meet 
a hairless cat.

Armani was considered to be some-

what of a special needs cat because of 
his age and his need for a little extra 
TLC, so we wanted the most suit-
able home for him we could find. We 
thought we had found just that home, 
but the resident cat in that house did 

not agree.  We always try to provide 
our adopters and animals with support 
after an adoption, especially during 
the transitions. But sometimes it just 
doesn’t work, and we believe that if 
an adoption isn’t working for EVERY-
ONE in the household, then it isn’t 
working! Out of fairness to both cats,  
Armani was returned to the shelter.

But Armani’s second try at finding 
a new home turned out be  a win-win 
for everyone, including a little female 
Chihuahua who had also been adopted 
from us some years ago.  Armani had 
lived with dogs before but even so, an 
unknown dog in a new home is not a 
sure-fire instant friendship. But this 
case, a connection happened fast and in 
no time, Armani was snuggling with a 
new best friend in a new loving home.

Armani’s story is a reminder that be-
ing a purebred animal is no protection 
against becoming homeless. Shelters 
get purebreds as well as mixed breeds. 
We have had Bengals, Siamese, Per-
sians,  Himalayans, and Russian Blues,  
among other purebred cats all avail-
able for adoption. Purebred dogs are 
estimated to make up 25% of shelter 
dog populations. Shelters and breed 
rescues are the first place to look if you 
have a certain breed of animal in mind. 
You could be saving a life while finding 
a new life partner! n
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Key West Art & Historical Society Call for Collections 
of Curios, Artworks, Baubles and Tchotchkes
Do you collect interesting and 

unusual objects? Is your home 
filled with knickknacks, curios, or-
naments, trinkets, baubles, collect-
ibles, artwork, and other objects of 
interest? Your unique treasures could 
be part of the upcoming “Key West 
Collects: Our Community Treasures” 
exhibit, one of Key West Art & His-
torical Society’s popular returning ex-
hibits, slated for the Custom House 
Museum from November 22, 2019 
through January 5, 2020.

Keys residents who would like to 
have their own unusual or impressive 
collections considered for the exhib-
it should contact KWAHS Curator 
Cori Convertito, Ph.D. at 305-295-
6616 x112 or send a description with 
photographs via email to cconverti-
tofarrar@kwahs.org. The last “Key 
West Collects” exhibit, held in 2017, 
included objects such as exotic opi-

um pipes, vintage dolls, World War 
I sheet music, scrimshaw from the 

19th century, pre-Columbian arti-
facts, embroidered linens and other 

cherished objects collected by our lo-
cal community. 

“Florida Keys residents are fascinat-
ed in so many facets of culture, histo-
ry and the arts,” says Society curator 
Cori Convertito. “Displaying a small 
representation of their interests allows 
the museum to generate conversation 
amongst its visitors.”

“Key West Collects: Our Com-
munity  Treasures” will open with a 
special reception on November 22, 
from 6:00pm-7:30pm in the Bum-
pus Gallery at the Custom House 
Museum, 281 Front Street and will 
run through January 5, 2020. Spon-
sored in part by the State of Flori-
da, Division of Cultural Affairs. For 
more information on Key West Art 
& Historical Society venues and 
events, visit kwahs.org. Your Muse-
ums.  Your Community.  It Takes an 
Island. n

Key West Art & Historical Society seeks unusual or impressive collections 
– like this collection of scrimshaw from the late 18th through mid-19th cen-
turies – to be considered for the next “Key West Collects” exhibit in Novem-
ber.  Contact KWAHS Curator Cori Convertito, Ph.D. at 305-295-6616 x112.

“The Civil War in Key West” to be next KWAHS 
Happy Hour with the Historian event
Raise a toast to Key West history 

with Key West Art & Histori-
cal Society Curator Cori Convertito, 
Ph.D., on Wednesday, October 9 from 
4:30pm to 5:30pm during her popu-
lar “Happy Hour with the Historian” 
program at the BottleCap Lounge, 
1128 Simonton Street, Key West. En-
joy a complimentary beer, wine or well 
drink while Convertito presents on the 
evening’s topic, “The Civil War in Key 
West” which will explore the island’s 
historical significance in the context of 
the American Civil War.

Though fought in thousands of dif-

ferent places, from Pennsylvania to 
Texas, from New Mexico to Florida, 
no blood was shed on or around the 
island. Still, Key West proved to be 
essential to the Union and the history 
that followed the war. 

Happy Hour with the Historian is 
limited to 60 attendees; reserve your 
spot now at kwahs.org/events— $8 for 
KWAHS members, $10 for non-mem-
bers. Sponsored in part by the State of 
Florida, Division of Cultural Affairs. For 
more information, contact Cori Con-
vertito, Ph.D. at 305-295-6616 x112 or 
cconvertitofarrar@kwahs.org. n 
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Waterfront Park Ribbon Cutting Celebration
Photos by Guy deBoer
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Abaco Relief “Angel Flight” 
Photos by Guy deBoer
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Members of the Key West Sea Turtle Club gathered at CFK’s Key West 
Campus to present a $1,000 donation to their scholarship fund for marine 
science students.

Key West Sea Turtle Club 
Donates to CFK Marine 
Science Scholarships

Key West, Sept 19

The Key West Sea Turtle Club con-
tinues its support of students at 

The College of the Florida Keys study-
ing marine science with a donation of 
$1,000 to the scholarship fund in their 
name.

“We see this scholarship as an in-
vestment in the environment,” said 
the club’s president Ralph Capone. 
“By supporting the education of future 
generations of marine scientists, we’re 
helping to protect and restore ma-
rine ecosystems, which sea turtles and 
countless other organisms rely on.”

The Key West Sea Turtle Club is a 

volunteer-driven, nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to the protection of 
threatened and endangered marine 
turtles and their habitats. When not 
scoping the beaches for turtle nests and 
monitoring eggs, the club sells t-shirts 
and holds events to raise money for this 
scholarship.

For more information about CFK 
and its scholarship opportunities, visit 
the College’s website at www.fkcc.edu.  
For more information about giving to 
the Florida Keys Educational Founda-
tion, contact Dr. Frank Wood, CFK 
Vice President of Advancement and 
Foundation Executive Director, at 305-
809-3287. n

Residential Parking 
Permits Renew in Oct

Beaginning October 1st, Key 
West residents can purchase 

their new annual residential park-
ing permit for Old Town. The new 
multi-colored stickers will help 
ensure marked residential parking 
spaces are reserved for residents.

The permits cost $20 a year. They 
are available at the Monroe County 
Tax Assessor’s office at the Harvey 
Government Center. Applicants will 
need to show proof of residency in 
Key West as well as a driver’s license 
and vehicle registration in order to 
obtain the residential parking permit.

The permit parking for up to four 
hours, one time per day, without 
paying in any one of the five park-
ing lots:
• Fire Station #2 in the 600 block 

of Simonton
• Key West Bight main lot in the 

800 block of Caroline
• Park N Ride garage in the 300 

block of Grinnell
• Truman Waterfront Park (except 

during events)
• Smather’s Beach on-street park-

ing on South Roosevelt Blvd
In order to use the permit in these 

areas, you must enter the permit 
number into the pay to park machine 
and display the receipt on your dash.

Old Town has over 1000 parking 
spaces marked as residential. Eligible 
vehicles will have exclusive rights to 
these spaces. The permits are avail-
able to residents, real estate property 
owners, military personnel stationed 
in Key West, seasonal residents who 
reside within the city for over four 
months of the year, and business 
vehicles affiliated with a business li-
censed in the city. n
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to offer. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

Stock Island Yacht Club & Marina announces 
New Chef

Stock Island Yacht Club & Mari-
na announces the hiring of a new 

chef, Key West native James Jernigan, 
at their newly relaunched restaurant 
“LL’s Test Kitchen”.  Chef James 
brings years of top-notch culinary ex-
perience to his new post. After grad-
uating from Le Cordon Bleu in 2009, 
James traveled the US and trained 
in the kitchens of world-renowned 
chefs such as Daniel Boulud, Wolf-
gang Puck, and Joachim Splichal. 
Upon his return to Key West, Chef 
James has delighted the community 
with his approach to cooking- merg-
ing familiar ingredients with complex 

technique and enticing presentations. 
His French-inspired American cuisine 
highlights the bountiful nature of the 
Florida Keys through local fish and 
produce. Chef James’ ability to source 
specialty ingredients from across the 
country make for an ever-changing 
dining experience.

“We are excited to have Chef James 
and his crew on board”, explains Todd 
Manuel, GM of Stock Island Yacht 
Club & Marina.  “Our members will 
benefit from his expertise and creativi-
ty in the kitchen.”

Stock Island Yacht Club & Mari-
na was purchased by the Spottswood 
Family in March 2019. As a mem-
ber’s only club, Stock Island Yacht 
Club & Marina offers fine dining, 
private pool and beach, as well as a 
fitness room and sauna. Contact Liz 
Love with questions regarding social 
memberships or how to visit the club 
on a day pass: membership@spotts-
wood.com or 305-292-3121. Stock 
Island Yacht Club & Marina is locat-
ed at 6000 Peninsular Ave, Key West, 
FL 33040. n

LL’s Test Kitchen is a Foodies Safe Harbour

James Jernigan

Running November 
20-24, 2019, the Key 

West Film Festival is a ci-
nephiles paradise, an an-
nual celebration of film 
and filmmakers, showcas-
ing a broad cross-section 
of categories combining 
the best of the world of 
film with the best loca-
tion in the tropics. Events 
include Q & A sessions 
with actors and directors, 
panel discussions, parties, 
an awards ceremony and 
more. Visit kwfilmfest.
com for tickets and infor-
mation. n

Key West Film Fest 
2019: Passion Meets 
Paradise at the Tropic
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos by Rocky Tyrone

Are you ready to take 
the plunge and buy an 

island retreat that’s within walking 
distance of the best Key West has to 
offer? The charming two-bedroom, 
one-bath home located in the heart 
of Old Town may be just what you’re 
looking for!

Tucked away in a secluded com-
pound of classic Key West cottages, 
611 Grinnell St. Unit #4 offers the 
architectural touches, such as hard-
wood floors, so loved by residents of 
the Southernmost City, in a nearly 
800 square-foot house that’s easy to 
keep, and close to just about every-
thing this desirable part of town has 
to offer.

In fact this very private compound 
is actually easy to miss if you’re not 
looking for it! A small monthly asso-
ciation fee covers the maintenance of 
the good-sized swimming pool and 
deck area, as well as the mature land-
scaping – including a majestic banyan 
tree, which provides plenty of shade on 
hot summer days.

Inside, this wood-frame residence, 
built in 1928, offers an open concept 

living area, with the two bedrooms 
and bathroom located off to the side. 
Plenty of natural light gives the rooms 
a cheerful coziness that’s right in tune 
with the rest of the neighborhood.

Unit 4 is far back from Grinnell 
Street, affording quiet and privacy.

Out on the street, however, this 
neighborhood (located in Flood Zone 
X for the cheapest flood insurance) has 
it all. There’s a handy dog park just a 
stone’s throw away, as well as one of 
Key West’s favorite Cuban coffee count-
ers, just down the street. Beyond that 
are the famed bars and restaurants of 
the Key West Historic Seaport, the Key 
West Library, and the fun and excite-
ment of Duval Street, all within walk-
ing distance or a short bicycle trip away.

This island abode has been 
well-maintained by its current owner, 
with a new roof installed earlier this 
year, as well as three new mini-split air 
conditioning units. The exterior has 
also been freshly painted.

Purchase of the furnishings may be 
negotiated with the owner, making 
this an easy house to move into – and 
to fall in love with.

If you’ve got sand in your shoes 
and are ready to have your very own 
Key West pied-a-terre, make an ap-
pointment today to see this homey 

Location, location, location!
This charming yet affordable Key West hideaway 
has potential to spare

The cozy living room features a vaulted ceiling, Dade County Pine, hard-
wood floors and a new mini-split AC system. 

New landscaping and fresh exterior paint make 611 Grinnell St. #4 
sparkle. 
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little gem. You could become the 
lucky newest resident of the Old 
Town North neighborhood! It’s all 
here waiting for you, in the heart of 
Key West.

The home at 611 Grinnell St. is being 

offered for just $625,000.

To schedule a showing, or for more 

information, contact Listing Agents 

Derek Epperly and Jenna Blackwell of 

Berkshire Hathaway Knight & Gardner 

Realty, at305-393-6573, or by email at 

DerekandJenna@keysrealestate.com

To view more of their listings, visit 

their office, at 336 Duval St., or online 

atwww.keywestrealestate.info

keysscribe@aol.com

The enclosed screened-in porch is perfect for relaxing or enjoying your 
morning coffee or evening cocktail.

The open kitchen is quite functional for all of your cooking needs.

The good-sized master bedroom is charming and inviting.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

FEATURED LISTING
611 Grinnell Street #4 • Old Town, Key West

Flood Zone X. Charming 2/1 bungalow in a gated compound, surrounded by a  
large sunny pool encompassed by mature native shade trees. This home is  
located in the desirable neighborhood of Old Town North, which features every-
thing within a short stroll or bike ride that is quintessential Key West - architecture, 
shopping, nightlife and culture. Call us today for a private viewing! $625,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
58 Palm Drive • Saddlebunch Key

See Map

2

See Map

3
2
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See Map

4

The spare room can act as a second bedroom or would make an ideal  
home office. 

The back deck is located off of the spare room. Ideal for grilling and 
relaxing.

Cool off and relax in the large, virtually private shared pool encompassed 
by lush shade trees. 
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 611 Grinnell St. #4, Old Town, Key West  
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

4
3

2 
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Bascom Grooms Real Estate 26/08/19  $409,000  $395,000 59 Golf Club Dr 1996 Condo 2 No 4

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Beach Club Brokers 26/08/19  $399,000  $375,000 3314 Northside Dr, #16-16A 1985 Condo 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 26/08/19  $1,049,000  $975,000 38 Seaside S Ct 2005 Townhouse 4 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 23/08/19  $499,000  $450,000 1407 Olivia St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Truman & Co. 26/08/19  $2,375,000  $2,200,000 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #308 1986 Condo 3 Yes 2

Truman & Co. Coldwell Banker Schmitt 27/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,617,500 725 White 1952 Commercial 13 No 2

Truman & Co. Century 21 Island Life 23/08/19  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 1115 Southard St 1899 Single Fam 3 No 1

Preferred Properties Preferred Properties 23/08/19  $965,000  $905,000 11 Hutchinson Ln, #4 1913 Single Fam 2 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 23/08/19  $619,000  $608,000 1024 Packer St 1948 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coastal Collection 26/08/19  $239,900  $230,000 201 Coppitt Rd, #106 1974 Condo 1 Yes 1

Bascom Grooms Real Estate Keller Williams KW Compass 28/08/19  $649,000  $637,000 217 Truman 1933 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 23/08/19  $3,800,000  $3,520,000 24 Sunset Key Dr N/A Lots 0 Yes 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of August 22nd, 2019 to August 28th, 2019
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