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By Roger C. Kostmayer

Without a plan, strategy, 
debate or discussion 

with Congress, the American 
people, allies or the Kurds, 
the US President just ordered 
the removal of US troops and 
gave Turkey a personal green 
light to launch an illegal in-
vasion of a sovereign nation, 
Syria, so as to destroy the 
Kurds.  We are abandoning 
our best partner in the fight 
against ISIS, the Kurds, a 
partner who suffered 10,000 
casualties and 24,000 wound-
ed out of loyalty to the US.

The consequences of this 
one individual’s decision will 
be horrific and include ethnic 
cleansing, a humanitarian di-
saster, war and a huge nation-
al security blunder that affects 
the US and all its allies.  The 
blunder of turning over our 
foreign policy to Turkey’s 
ruler includes the proba-
ble release or escape of some 
10,000 ISIS terrorist fighters 
now being held by the Kurds.

Only swift and decisive ac-
tion by Congress and the Amer-
ican people, who are shocked as 
they become aware, can miti-
gate this looming disaster. n

Green Light to 
Disaster

Utopian Morale Booster
By Roger C. Kostmayer

There are many things over which we have 
no control. Life delivers great news and bad 

news in roughly equal measure. Generally, pos-
itive, hopeful and forward outlooks are the best 
way to handle life’s vicissitudes. So, to cheer up 
the many who are depressed by current events, 
following is a therapeutic scenario that is possi-
ble - but not entirely likely.

The crystal ball shows the President and his 
administration continuing to indict themselves 
by tweets, TV and actions that clearly do violence 
to the law, the Constitution and to our best tradi-
tions. The President will be impeached and con-
victed; more than 50 senior officials (including 
Secretary Pompeo, Attorney General Barr, so-
called personal attorney Giuliani, and VP Pence) 
will be indicted and most will join the former 
members of the administration now in jail.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi will be sworn in as the 

first woman President, and she makes Senator 
Elizabeth Warren the first woman VP who, 
subsequently, becomes the second woman Pres-
ident of the US. The current rush by Republi-
can Congressmen to retire increases Democrat-
ic majorities in both the House and Senate in 
2021. Supreme Court Justice Kavanaugh’s im-
peachment for lying to Congress leads to Judge 
Merritt Garland’s appointment to the SC, and 
shortly thereafter Judge Ruth B. Ginsburg’s 
retirement leads to former President Barack 
Obama becoming the 9th SC justice.

The fourth administration in the 21st century, 
President Warren & VP Buttigieg, sweeps into 
office on a moderate and unifying platform that 
focuses on producing bipartisan solutions and 
reforms for all Americans. The Warren adminis-
tration is universally characterized as competent, 
honest, transparent and responsible for the rise 
in international acclaim and respect for the US.  
And they actually do drain the swamp. n
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

One step forward. 
Two steps back.

That seems to be 
the decade-long for-
mula for discussions 
about Admiral’s Cut, 

a 45-foot-wide gap in the pedestri-
an walkway between Mallory Square 
and Truman Waterfront Park. Key 
West City officials have been talking 
to the owners of the area – initially 
the Westin Hotel; now, Margaritaville 
Key West Resort & Marina – about 
building a bridge over the water span 
to allow an uninterrupted flow of 
foot traffic along the waterfront. The 
Westin owners dragged their feet, 
voicing concerns about cruise pas-
senger traffic, then worrying how the 

new waterfront park would be devel-
oped. Each time, according to City 
Manager Greg Veliz, the city met the 
owner’s concerns.

Now, Margaritaville Resort, which 
purchased the property and adjacent 
walkway from the Westin corporation, 
has thrown a new wrench into the 
mix. Veliz said he met recently with 
Margaritaville representatives and they 
indicated they were “very interested” 
in opening up Admiral’s Cut. How-
ever, they wanted to know what was 
happening with the city’s plan to build 
a new restaurant in Mallory Square, 
which would compete with Margari-
taville’s waterfront restaurant, Bistro 
245. Bistro 245 currently enjoys a mo-
nopoly on waterfront eating options 
along that side of Mallory Square.

“They asked a lot of questions as to 
how we were progressing with plans 

for Mallory Square [restaurant]; that 
they were very interested in opening 
Admiral’s Cut and felt very comfort-
able with the park situation and the 
type of transportation we’ve set up for 
the cruise ships. But they’d like to see 
where we’re going with our plans for 
Mallory Square,” Veliz told city com-
missioners at their Oct. 2 meeting.

Margaritaville, and the Westin before 
it, have strenuously objected to adding 
a restaurant to Mallory Square for years. 
First, when the Westin owned the prop-
erty, the concern was the restaurant 
would block water views from some 
of the hotel rooms. As a result, Trop-
ical Soup, Inc., the development com-
pany that had won the bid to develop 
the restaurant, revised the plans. Then, 
after Margaritaville had purchased the 
property, its attorneys sent a letter out-
lining several objections to the restau-

rant just hours before commissioners 
were set to vote on Tropical Soup’s plan. 
Despite an attempt to send the pro-
posal for the 156-seat restaurant back 
to the planning board, commissioners 
voted it down and directed then-City 
Manager Jim Scholl to begin contract 
negotiations with Tropical Soup.

Now, it seems that Margaritaville may 
be tying the opening of Admiral’s Cut 
to a new effort to control the proposed 
Mallory Square restaurant, said several 
commissioners and Mayor Teri Johnson.

“It doesn’t seem like we have a partner 
negotiating in good faith if they’re ba-
sically saying, ‘we’re going to wait to see 
the outcome’ on a contract that really has 
nothing to do with them,” said Commis-
sioner Sam Kaufman.

“I’m sure everybody realizes this is the 
same conversation we’ve had since the in-

K E Y  N E W S

Is Admiral’s Cut opening being held hostage?
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 X Continued on page 4
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F L O R I D A  K E Y S

New Phase of Truman Park 
Underway

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Members Tiffany Pellicier and JW Parks, Truman Water-
front Advisory Board Members Joe Moody and Jim Gilleran, City Commissioners Clayton Lo-
pez and Jimmy Weekley, Mayor Teri Johnston, Commissioners Sam Kaufman, Billy Wardlow and 
Gregory Davila, Charley Toppino & Sons’ Richard Toppino, City Manager Greg Veliz and retired 
City Manager Jim Scholl.

The community 
gathered this week 

for the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the 

next phase of develop-
ment of the Truman 
Waterfront Park. City 
officials hefted shovels 

outside the old PAL 
gym. 

This phase of devel-
opment will include 

new restrooms, a new 
soccer field and dog 
park as well as a fruit 
grove. n

ception of the Truman Waterfront 
Park,” said Johnston. “So, pardon 
me if I don’t put much credence in 
the conversation but we’ve got to 
move on somehow.”

Margaritaville representatives 
did not return multiple calls 
from Konk Life for comment. 

Veliz said the only reason he 
has ever heard in the nine years 
of negotiations over Admiral’s 
Cut is the owners were con-
cerned about an increase in foot 
traffic in front of their expensive 
lodgings and swimming pool.

“But it seems to me it’s actual-
ly double the traffic because peo-
ple walk down there and have to 
turn around instead of passing 
through,” Veliz said, adding, 

“We keep meeting a hurdle and 
a new hurdle gets placed.”

No one is quite sure how Admi-
ral’s Cut got its name. Key West 
Port & Marina Services Director 
Doug Bradshaw hypothesized 
that the short inlet was used for 
visiting dignitaries to dock their 
tenders while visiting the mili-
tary base that used to occupy that 
area. Currently, the cut is used for 
jet ski storage on floating skids.

If Margaritaville owners won’t 
budge, or tie the Cut opening 
somehow to the development of 
the Mallory Square restaurant, 
the city is left with trying to 
take the property or an easement 
through it by eminent domain. 
But nobody wants to do that yet.

“Eminent domain gets messy 
and uncomfortable for everyone. 
I’d hate to see that,” said Com-

missioner Jimmy Weekley. Com-
missioner Clayton Lopez point-
ed out that eminent domain 
court procedures are expensive. 
That was backed up by City At-
torney Sean Smith.

“Not only are you paying for 
those costs, but you’re also pay-
ing for the attorneys’ fees of the 
other side, as well,” Smith said, 
pointing out that Margaritaville 
is likely to hire eminent domain 
experts to testify in court, which 
the city would have to pay for. 

Commissioners directed city 
staff to continue searching for a 
solution. While a floating bridge 
was briefly discussed in the past, 
there may be other alternatives.

“It’s important to the commu-
nity to have that, the ability to 
walk around the island,” Week-
ley said. n

Is Admiral’s Cut opening...
 X Continued from page 3
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BY JT THOMPSON, 
FOUNDER
One Human Family 
Educational Founda-

tion (an all-volunteer 
non-profit)

Some said it was a ‘hippy-dippy idea,’ 
trying to unite all people. But 19 

years ago, on October 17, 2000, Key 
West’s groundbreaking “One Human 
Family” resolution proclaimed “all peo-
ple are our equals,” and urged everyone 
to “grow beyond the artificial limitations 
of racism, nationalism, sexism, classism, 
religious intolerance, prejudice, ho-
mophobia and every other illusion used 
to try to separate us all from being equal.” 
So, One Human Family is not about any 
one group, it is about eliminating bar-
riers between ALL people everywhere. 
And Key West is the first municipality 
to declare that all people are entitled to 
equal rights, dignity and respect.

Since then, OHF has been endorsed 
by Monroe County, the Conch Repub-
lic, Carnival Cruise Lines, General Mo-
tors, AFL-CIO, Unitarian Universalist 
Church, Rotary Clubs, Simon Weis-
enthal Center, Holocaust Museums, 
Clemson University, scores of other or-
ganizations, schools and businesses.

As our island’s wonderful philoso-
phy gets spread around the world (on 
more than 3,050,000 stickers) even 
President Obama said: “We must find 
a way to reconcile our ever-shrinking 
world with its ever-growing diversity - 
diversity of thought, of culture, and of 
belief. In short, we must find a way to 
live together as one human family.”

And Mohamed ElBaradei, head 
of the powerful International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA), said about 
President Obama: “He has reached 
out across divides and made clear that 
he sees the world as one human family, 
regardless of religion, race or ethnicity.”

With world leaders supporting One 
Human Family, local personalities 
have weighed in too...
• Key West City Commissioner Jim-

my Weekley: “I was honored to have 
sponsored the ‘One Human Family’ 
resolution that passed unanimous-
ly as the official philosophy of the 
City of Key West. It is a philosophy 
that the City has embraced and one 
which I practice daily.”

• Key West Mayor Teri Johnston: “I 
strive to live my life contributing 
to the betterment of our One Hu-
man Family. This community atti-
tude is the single most important 
factor that drew me to Key West.” 

• Key West City Commissioner 
Clayton Lopez: “One Human 
Family is much more than a catchy 
phrase. It is the recognition that 
we are all created equal.”

• Activist Mike Mongo: “One Hu-
man Family is one of Key West’s 
most culturally-relevant contribu-
tions to the world today. In Wash-
ington, DC, OHF stickers were 
warmly received by thousands of 
international partipants at the Na-
tional Equality March.”

• Activist Susan Kent: “One Human 
Family aspires to a life which is 
mindful of the fact that we are all a 
part of each other; and we come to-
gether in recognition that we have 
more in common with each other 
than we may initially think. We try 
to do away with “us vs. them” and 
focus on just “us,” because there is 
no “them.” I am proud to live in a 
city which encourages visitors to be 
themselves... and where tolerance is 
not enough; acceptance and equali-
ty are both expected and practiced.”

• Matthew Helmerich: “When you 
consider the millions of messages 
aimed at the bad side of human na-
ture -- fight your enemy, consume 
more than you need, step on the back 

of the other guy to get where you’re 
headed -- how reassuring it is to 
know that there are one million posi-
tive messages out there reminding us 
that, after all, we’re one family.”

• And on the subject of human unity, 
Albert Einstein said: “A human be-
ing is part of the whole universe, a 
part limited in time and space. We 
experience ourselves, our thoughts 
and feelings as something separate 
from others... a kind of optical delu-
sion of consciousness. This delusion 
is a prison for us, restricting us to 
affection for a few persons nearest 
to us. Our task must be to free our-
selves from that prison by widening 
our circle of compassion to embrace 
all living creatures and the whole 
of nature in its beauty. We shall re-

quire a substantially new manner of 
thinking if humanity is to survive.”

Nineteen years in, we invite every-
one to join us in promoting unity, equal 
rights, dignity and respect for all peo-
ple worldwide. Future generations are 
looking to us to set a good example for 
them. Take some free stickers with you 
on trips - or send them to friends and 
loved ones. They are great to include 
in holiday cards. Tell people what One 
Human Family means to you. With 
“One Human Family” in our hearts and 
our actions, we are working together to 
make the world of tomorrow a better 
place. THANK YOU, KEY WEST, for 
being a living example and progressive 
model for other communities to live up 
to their potential! n

OneHumanFamily.info

19 Years of Unity, Equality and Diversity!
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Thank you! 
We salute your 
bravery.

Photo: DarrellParks.com

Key West, Oct 10 

Take a trip down the rabbit hole into 
a world of wonder and whimsy! A 

world where the MarchHare dances 
with a bare derrière and tea parties 
are way more tasty when the Mad 
Hatter is only wearing pasties. “The 
White Rabbit’s Wonderland” kicks off 
at 8:00pm Wednesday, October 23rd 
at the Key West Theater, 512 Eaton 

St. and runs for three evening perfor-
mances. The show, featuring a hit-list 
of favorite local performers, interna-
tional burlesque superstars, amazing 
aerial acrobats, brings all your favor-
ite Wonderland icons to life.

Songstress extraordinary, Shelly 
Watson host the show as the famed 
white rabbit, and is supported by local 
comedian, Steve Crane, as the March 
Hare . Long time Key West Burlesque 

performers, Moana Amour and Tatah 
DuJour are joined by special guests 
Aurora Natrix and Frankie Markstone 
who will have your screaming “of 
with your clothes” instead of “off with 
their heads”! The always-outstanding 
Key West Burlesque performers paro-
dy the ensemble cast of the cherished 
tale including the tweedles, and other 
curious characters like you’ve never 
seen before.

The show runs October 23-25 at 
the Key West Theater. Doors open at 
7:30, show begins at 8pm. Tickets 
($45-$75) are available online at thek-
eywesttheater.com. For more informa-
tion go to Keywestburlesque.show

To purchase tickets for all shows go 
to thekeywesttheater.com for more in-
formation on the full Key West Bur-
lesque season lineup check out key-
westburlesque.show. n

The White Rabbit’s Wonderland: A Burlesque Parody

New Key West Mayors Ball this January: New year, 
new location, new life
The Key West Mayors Ball will take 

a rejuvenated breath of fresh air 
coming this January supporting three 
nonprofits benefiting local children: 
Wesley House Family Services, Mi-
chelle’s Foundation, and Kids Come 
First. The event plans to raise more 
money than ever before.

The elegant and formal Key West cel-
ebration will take place on Saturday, Jan. 
18, 2020 under the stars at the South-
ernmost House celebrating Key West 
Mayor Teri Johnson and the community 

as a whole. The formal theme will in-
corporate “Star Light, Star Bright, Let’s 
Help the Children Tonight.”

“Wesley House is honored to have 
been asked to be one of the beneficia-
ries of this event honoring Mayor Teri 
Johnson and supporting children and 
families served by our agency,” said 
Beth Barrett, Executive Director of 
Wesley House Family Services. Each 
of the nonprofits fill gaps for children 
in need, be it foster care services, tutor-
ing, meals, and college preparations, or 

simply a pair of shoes for a child who 
can’t afford it. 

The revived event will include guest 
appearances filled with local flare and 
music provided by the Prime Movers 
to keep the guests shaking and groov-
ing. Dinner will be provided by the 
Iron Chefs, making ticket sales 100 
percent charity-based. 

Individual tickets will go on sale 
on Oct. 20. Tickets are $150, which 
includes dinner, dancing, and for the 
first time, an open bar, and can be 

bought on www.keystix.com. Tables 
of 10 and event sponsorships are on 
presale now by calling 850-221-2338. 
The event will sell out. 

“The Key West Mayors Ball will be 
a refreshed way to celebrate Key West,” 
said Kris Pabian, who is planning 
the ball with her close-knit group of 
friends. “So please plan on dressing up 
to dance the night away, and join us in 
this opportunity to start fresh, honor 
our community, and help our children 
so desperately in need.” n
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Key West Dream Home: Artist Jane Rohrschneider Carper, pictured 
holding a tiny model English Bulldog, hand-crafted this elaborate mod-
el of the Duncan Street house once inhabited by famed playwright 
Tennessee Williams in 2017. Rohrschneider said the approximately 24 
square foot model, which is 1/24 scale, took eight months to create 
and represents how the home looked in the 1950s. Since features of 
the property have changed over the years, she made use of old photos 
to keep it as true as possible to the period and even reproduced an 
authentic stained glass window in the home, using her kiln to create 
a fused glass replica. The fully furnished model, which was funded by 
The Helmerich Trust, Barbara and Evan Corns, and members of the ex-
hibit, is on permanent display at the award-winning Tennessee Williams 
Museum, 513 Truman Avenue.

Orthopedic Surgeon Returns to 
Lower Keys Medical Center
Key West, Oct 10

Lower Keys Medical Center and 
Keys Medical Group are pleased to 

welcome back Robert Loeffler, M.D., 
to the orthopedics and sports medicine 
program. Dr. Loeffler is scheduled to 
begin seeing patients on October 14th.

A board-certified orthopedic sur-
geon, Dr. Loeffler has specialized 
certifications in sports medicine and 
arthroscopy. He has practiced in the 
Keys since 2002. Prior to that, he 
maintained a practice in Denver, Col-
orado, where he also served as an as-
sociate professor at the University of 
Colorado Health Science Center and 

the director of the sports medicine di-
vision for the University of Colorado 
and the University of Denver. 

Dr. Loeffler serves several months 
each year with Doctors Without Bor-
ders, an international humanitarian 
aid organization. 

“I look forward to resuming my 
practice and to working with Dr. 
Bensen through the fall,” said Dr. 

Loeffler. Christopher Bensen, M.D., 
joined Keys Medical Group – Ortho-
pedics in April of 2017. 

“We respect and applaud Dr. Loef-
fler’s commitment to Doctors With-
out Borders and his continuing com-
mitment to the residents of the Keys,” 
said David Clay, CEO at Lower Keys 
Medical Center. 

Dr. Loeffler will welcome new and 
returning patients. Appointments and 
more information may be requested 
by calling 305.295.3477 or visiting 
KeysMedicalGroup.com. Keys Med-
ical Group – Orthopedics is located 
in the Professional Building at 1111 
12th Street, Suite 201 in Key West. n

On Monday, Chief Sean Brandenburg 
swore in newly-promoted Sergeant 

David Kouri. Sgt. Kouri has been with the 
department for over 13 years. His father, 
Ronald Kouri, who retired after 30 years 
in law enforcement, did the pinning. Sgt. 
Kouri’s wife, Officer Gaby Kouri, and 
their kids also enjoyed the ceremony. n
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Call to Artists for The 25th Anne 
Mckee Artist’s Fund Auction
The Anne McKee Artists 

Fund of the Florida Keys, 
Inc. announces a Call to Art-
ists for the 2020 Fine Art Auc-
tion, to take place on Wednes-
day, February 12, 2020 at the 
Studios of Key West.  

The submission period for 
artwork is open October 15th, 
and closes on November 15th.  
Online applications and ac-
companying photo(s) can be 
submitted from our website at 
www.mckeefund.org. Artists 
will be notified of acceptance 
no later than December 1st.

Due to space and time lim-
itations, we are only able to 
accept 50 entries. The Anne 
McKee Artists Fund of the 
Florida Keys, Inc., in its sole 
discretion, determines wheth-
er or not art submitted will be 
accepted for auction. 

The annual art auction raises 
money for project-based grants 
to Keys visual, literary and 
performing artists.  Attendees 
can bid on original paintings, 
sculpture, photography, fiber 
art, ceramics, mixed media, 
jewelry and more. 

Each participating artist re-
ceives 50 percent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of his or 
her work, while the McKee 
Fund receives the remainder 
to award to other Keys artists 
for select projects. Founded 
by longtime Key West resident 
Anne McKee, the not-for-prof-
it fund has awarded more than 
$280,000 since 1994.

For more information about 
the Anne McKee Artists Fund 
and its annual auction and art-
ist grants, visit www.mckee-
fund.org. n

Pier House Resort & Spa has been recognized on the 
prestigious 2019 Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice 

Awards list as the No. 10 selection of the Top Resorts in 
the Florida Keys. A mainstay on the coveted list year-after-
year, Pier House is honored to represent Key West among 
leading names in hospitality throughout the region. n

Pier House Resort & 
Spa Named Condé Nast 
Traveler Best in The 
Florida Keys
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Cudjoe Key Fire Station 
11 Celebrates ‘Topping 
Off’ Milestone

Cudjoe Key

The contractor for the Monroe 
County’s Fire Station 11 hosted a 

“topping off ” ceremony on Wednes-
day at the station grounds on Cudjoe 
Key. Monroe County Project Man-
agement and Monroe County Fire 
Rescue were in attendance. A topping 
off celebrates the completion of the 
roof structure or the highest point on 
the building.

“This station is critical to Monroe 
County Fire Rescue’s infrastructure,” 
said Deputy Chief Steve Hudson. “It 
will be an asset to the Lower Keys com-
munity and will help reduce response 

times and improve our ISO rating in 
the service area.”

Currently, Monroe County’s Sta-
tion 11 is housed at the Monroe 
County Sheriff ’s Office Cudjoe Key 
substation. The new station will be 
home to the latest addition to the 
fleet: Ladder 11, and an Advanced 
Life Support rescue truck. 

The building will be able to with-
stand category 5 hurricanes and wind 
gusts up to 200 miles per hour. The 
project began in November 2018 and 
has a tentative completion date in early 
2020. For more information on Mon-
roe County projects, visit www.monro-
ecounty-fl.gov/projectmanagement. n

Monroe County Project Management and Monroe County Fire Rescue work 
with West Construction during an update meeting.
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

Divine Medical Spa: Somewhere between a day 
spa and doctors office! Now featuring UltraShape 
Power fat reduction and Botox and fillers
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER
Photos Contributed

 

Six months on from opening Divine 
Medical Spa, at 624 Whitehead St., 

owner/operator Oksana Shubchinska-
ya and her husband Peter Goldberg 
have added a fat reduction service as 
well as Botox and fillers.

Originally from New York, the cou-
ple opened Divine, the popular me-
di-spa,back in May.

Divine has succeeded beyond all 
expectations, and was able to even 
more expand their menu of offerings 
even more. To that end, Shubchinska-
ya and Goldberg decided to bring 
aboard plastic surgeon and dermatol-
ogist Dr. John Verghese to help ad-
minister sessions of Botox and other 
injectables.

“Since more and more people are 
asking for them we’ve been expanding 
and upgrading our options,” Goldberg 
said. “Botox and fillers are very popu-
lar treatments, and Dr. John Verghese 
has over 17 years of experience serving 
the Lower Keys. He’s the best there is.”

Another change at Divine is the ad-
dition of a brand new, state-of-the-art 
permanent fat reduction device and 
regimen clients won’t find anywhere 
else in Key West.

The UltraShape Power device is an 
FDA-approved medical device that 
permanently eradicates fat from the 
abdomen, love handles, thighs and 
other areas of the body. Following a 
rigorous training program, the staff 
at Divine are now ready to offer this 
treatment to anyone looking to im-
prove their shape.

“It’s a non-invasive option for peo-
ple who want to lose fat without hav-
ing to resort to surgery,” Goldberg 
said. “It’s also a walk-in, walk-out 
procedure, for three half-hour sessions 
each two weeks apart, so it doesn’t take 
long to see great results. We’re very 
excited to be able to offer this service 
to the community, and to our visitor 
friends as well.”

Since opening “Divine,” both 
Shubchinskaya and Goldberg have 
been hard at work retooling the busi-

ness to better provide the 
treatments and services most 
requested by their customers.

“Basically, Divine Medi Spa 
provides services that we’ve 
found reflect the needs of our 
customers, using top-of-the-
line equipment and proce-
dures,” Shubchinskaya said. 
“There have been many ad-
vances in the wellness field in 
recent years, and we’re pleased 

to be able to incorporate them into 
our business and offer them to all of 
our clients.”

Besides the new emphasis on Botox, 
injectables and the UltraShape Power 
program, Divine offers HydraFacial 
treatment, a medical grade facial that 
provides comprehensive care and in-
tense hydration for skin. To reduce the 
visible signs of aging, the treatment 
can be customized to address specific 
skin concerns.

Divine also offers massages in-
cluding CBD infused massage , IV 
therapy and vitamin injections, sub-
lime and sublative skin tightening, 
medical peels, micro needling with 
Fusion Meso products, IPL photore-
juvination including removal of dark 
spots and spider veins, laser hair re-
moval, Velashape III cellulite reduc-
tion and more.

Reflecting both the evolution of the 
science behind these treatments and 
the growing demand for a relaxing 
and unhurried atmosphere, Divine is 
somewhere between a day spa and doc-
tors office, offering services and prod-
ucts that are effective yet also leave 
clients feeling pampered and rejuve-
nated. The business also stocks many 
of the products used in the treatments 
for use at home.

“At Divine Medi Spa,” said Shub-
chinskaya, “Our mission is to meet 
our clients’ needs in a relaxing envi-
ronment and help maintain the results 
using the newest technology and the 
best products.” n

 
Divine Medical Spa is open from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, except on Sundays, 
when services are available by appoint-
ment only. After hours appointments 
can also be made Mondays through Sat-
urdays. Credit cards are accepted and 
some parking is available.

For more information, call 305-499-
9100, email oksana@divinekeywest.com, 
or visit https://www.divinekeywest.com/

 
keysscribe@aol.com

Above and below, the owners of Divine Medical Spa offer up-to-the min-
ute treatments in a clean and casual atmosphere.
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Monroe County Administrator Roman Gastesi 
Completes Berlin Marathon
Berlin, Germany

Monroe County 
Administrator 

Roman Gastesi, 58, 
trained for and com-
pleted the 26.2-mile 

Berlin Marathon on Sept. 29 in Ber-
lin, Germany.

“The good news, I finished and beat 
16,500 people,” said Gastesi. “The bad 
news is 29,500 people beat me.”

This is Gastesi’s second marathon, 
completing the New York Marathon 
in 2003. He has plans to complete 
a marathon on all seven continents. 
He joined a running group called 
the Seven Continents Club that has 
had to date 527 men and 263 women 
who completed the exclusive distance 
on all seven continents. Gastesi plans 
to run his next marathon in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil in South America in 
June 2020 followed by Singapore in 

Southeast Asia in December 2020. 
“Health and wellness are very im-

portant to me,” said Gastesi. “I hope 
this will motivate our Monroe County 
employees to try something exciting, 
like one of our great 5K’s around town.”

The County has a “Passport to Well-
ness” program that encourages staff 
members to participate in local races, 
even reimbursing up to $100 annually 
for community-organized foot, bicy-
cle, or swimming races. n

Monroe County Administrator Roman 
Gastesi celebrates at the finish line at 
the Brandenberg Gate in Berlin at the 
BMX Berlin Marathon on Sept. 29.
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• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!

Health Department Promotes Early Detection 
and Treatment to Fight Breast Cancer
Monroe County

In recognition of National 
Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month in October, the Flor-
ida Department of Health 

in Monroe encourages all women 
to receive regular screenings to pro-
mote early detection and treatment 
of breast cancer. Important advances 
have been made through increased 
awareness, breast cancer screenings 
and better treatments. 

According to the CDC, not count-
ing some kinds of skin cancer, breast 
cancer is the most common cancer in 
women in the United States, no matter 

a person’s race or ethnicity. The Amer-
ican Cancer Society estimates 19,130 
new cases are expected in Florida this 
year alone. In 2018, 2,955 women in 
Florida and 5 in Monroe County died 
from Female Breast Cancer. 

What should women do? Make 
“No excuses, ladies.” Women should 
talk to their health care provider 
about their individual risk factors and 
the frequency of receiving mammo-
grams, as well as complete any rec-
ommended mammogram screenings. 
Additionally, women can lower their 
risk as follows:

• Get and stay at a healthy weight
• Be physically active

• Limit or avoid alcohol
• Choose to breast-feed
• Quit smoking and or vaping

The Florida Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Early Detection Program 
(FCCEDP) provides access to the 
breast and cervical cancer screenings 
doctors recommend. The screenings 
are free or low cost for those who 
meet the program eligibility require-
ments. To see if you qualify, call any 
of the following: 

• Key West: Womankind 305-
294-4004

• Marathon: CHI Marathon 
Health Center: 305-743-4000 x 
7106

In addition to those listed above, 
there are other providers offering 
mammograms at reduced cost this 
month in October: 

• Tavernier: Mariner’s Hospital: 
786-573-6000 or visit www.
baptisthealth.net/breasthealth.  
Referral required; if you do not 
have a referring physician call 
786-573-6008 to receive one. 

• Key West: Lower Keys Medical 
Center is offering 3D mammo-
grams and has extended weekend 
hours in October. Visit www.md-
save.com or call 844-357-4500.

• Key West: Mammography of 
Key West: 305-395-1292. n
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The Rocky Horror Show’s Warpin’
Time at Waterfront Playhouse!

The Rocky Horror Show’s Warpin’
Time at Waterfront Playhouse!

OCTOBER 17-23, 2019
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The Rocky Horror Show – Lives at The Waterfront!
Time Magazine called it “Campy 

trash.” Now the hilarious tribute 
to the science fiction and B horror 
movies of the late 1940s through to 
the early 1970s, THE ROCKY HOR-
ROR SHOW will arrive at the Water-
front Playhouse on October 19 for a 7 
day run through October 25. Tickets 
may be obtained through the web site, 
waterfrontplayhouse.org or by calling 
305-294-5015. Participation bags will 
be on sale at the theatre as well. (Due 
to the nature of a live show, only ob-
jects in the participation bags will be 
allowed). 

The show stars Christopher Peter-
son (Eyecons) as Frank-n-Furter, Ar-
thur Crocker (Shrek) and Belle Jampol 

(Young Frankenstein) as Brad and Jan-
et, entertainer Nick Mazza as Rocky, 
entertainer Donovan Pavlicek as Riff 

Raff, Kelsey Lakeman (The Producers) 
as Magenta, Carolyn Cooper (Young 
Frankenstein) as Columbia, Dave Boo-
tle (Mangoes) as Eddie, John McDon-
ald (Young Frankenstein) as Dr. Scott 
and Tony Konrath as the Narrator.

Directed and choreographed by 
Tom Thayer, designed by Michael 
Boyer, lighting by Samuel Swagert, 
stage managed by Trish Manley, pro-
jections by Wonderdog Studios with 
Larry Baeder on guitar, Gary Rivenson 
on bass, John Sausser on drums, Don-
na DeForrest on sax and Thayer on 
keyboards completing the team.

The musical tells the story of a new-
ly engaged couple getting caught in a 
storm and coming to the home of a 

mad scientist, Dr Frank-N-Furter, un-
veiling his new creation, a sort of Fran-
kenstein styled monster in the form 
of a physically perfect muscle man 
named Rocky, complete “with blond 
hair and a tan”.

The original London production 
of the musical premiered on June 19 
1973 and later moved to several oth-
er locations running for 2,960 per-
formances and winning the 1973 the 
Evening Standard Award for Best Mu-
sical. The musical was adapted into the 
1975 film, The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, starring O’Brien as Riff Raff, 
with Tim Curry also reprising his role 
and has become a late night favorite 
ever since. n

The Key West Art Center, 
Key West’s Oldest Gallery, is 
now accepting applications 
for new members!
Located on Front Street in Old Town the Gallery affords 
its members a wonderful location to market their work

Since its inception in 1960 the Key 
West Art Center (KWAC) has been a 

nonprofit membership organization. In 
addition to the privilege of exhibiting and 
selling artwork in the gallery, members are 
expected to support the goals of the Art 
Center as a community art organization 
providing resources for artists of all ages 
through exhibits, classes, lectures, artist 
demonstrations and special events. Be-
yond paying dues, an important require-
ment of membership is an appreciation of 
the Art Center’s goals and participation in 
its activities

Membership is exclusive to Monroe 

County Residents as The Key West Art 
Center prides itself in showcasing the 
talent of The Florida Keys and Key West. 
Application are now available at the Art 
Center, 301 Front Street, or on the web-
site keywestartcenter.com. Completed 
applications may be returned from now 
through November 8, 2019, artwork to 
be submitted November 7th and 8th be-
tween 10 and 5.

The Key West Art Center is looking for-
ward to seeing all 2D as well as Fine Craft 
applications from our talented community.  
Please call 305-294-1241 for more infor-
mation. n

Operation Banner Appreci-
ation is an annual part of 

the January Key West Wound-
ed Warrior/Soldier Ride.  

Buy a 2’x 5’ banner for 
$85.00 to show your support 
for our Wounded Warriors. 

Banners are not just for busi-
nesses, individuals can show 

their support with a banner 
If you are interested in 

showing your support with 
a banner Contact Sharon at: 
solforlife1@gmail.com. Oper-
ation Banner Appreciation is 
sponsored by Military Affairs 
Committee of Key West, a 501 
© (3) non-profit. n

Operation Banner 
Appreciation
Banners are not just for businesses, individuals 
can show their support with a banner 
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n

Thursday 10/17
MICHAEL McCLOUD

noon - 5pm

ISLAND TIME DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 10/18

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Saturday 10/19

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGOES BAND

6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Sunday 10/20

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

ISLAND TIME DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 10/21

Raven Cooper 

Noon - 5:00 pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 10/22
GARY HEMPSEY

noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR

6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 10/23
RAVEN COOPER DUO

noon - 5pm

THAT HIPPIE BAND

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

SCHOONER WHARFSTOCK

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com

n

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!

Florida Keys...
 X Continued from page 12
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Thursday 10/17

Hey Monea 5pm

Caffeine Carl & The 

Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 10/18

Hey Monea 5pm 

Caffeine Carl and 

Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 10/19

Hey Monea 5pm

Caffeine Carl and 

Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 10/20
Dr VonHilsheimer 2pm 
Hey Monea 8pm

Saturday 10/21
Caffeine Carl and 
Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 10/22
TaTa CONTEST AFTER 
PARTY 9pm
Caffeine Carl and 
Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 10/23
HOMEMADE BIKINI
CONTEST 7pm 
Caffeine Carl and 

Friends 9:00pm

Bottlecap / Blue 
Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 
7:30pm

Professional Standup 

Comedy—doors open 

7:30pm.

Blue Room available for 

private parties

Little Room Jazz 
Club
821 Duval Street, Key 
West FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Whats Happening
 X Continued from 

page 16

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to offer. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

Thursday 09/17
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  
James King 5:30-7:30
Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 09/18
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Any 
Mayo 5:30-7:30
Chris Burchard & Company 8-11

Saturday 09/19
Piano Bar Happy Hour James King 
5:30-7:30
Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Sunday 09/20
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Any 
Mayo 5:30-7:30
Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 09/21
Sing-A-Long Piano Bar  
Happy Hour with
Malathi 5:30-7:30
Larry Smith and Christine  
Cordone 8-11

Tuesday 09/22
Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 
Butler 5:30-7:30
Bluesday Tuesday with soulman 
Robert Albury 8-11

Wednesday 09/23
Piano Bar Happy Hour with  
Karen Hiens
5:30-7:30

Victoria Horne 8-11
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Merida in 
Motion
Night. The Twilight Zone is on. I 

want to watch it, Mickey Rooney’s 
voice is a comfort but I am waking ear-
ly at 4 A.M. to leave for Merida. After 
some time, I wake. Incredibly it is four 
and time to go. It seems night was for-
ever. Just as in The Twilight Zone epi-
sode I Am the Night— Color Me Black.

After a brief issue about the proto-
col of getting me on the plane. Merida 
arrives. Cement houses. Teal colored 
mushrooms. Then, I am asleep in the 
cab. We arrive at the rental house, warm-
ly greeted by Steve, a Canadian expatri-
ate and painter. The house is a colonial 
mansion. Huge stone walls, big tall 
doors. Abstract canvases splash across 
the wall in red and white, reminding me 
of “Suspiria.” The home could be a stu-
dio, either painting or dance.

I am happy to get off the plane. I 
take a stroll with Petr along several 
streets. The car exhaust hits me, scented 
with gasoline but I like the smell. At a 
restaurant that looks a bit like a mov-
ie set because it is so big, I have what 
I think is an appetizer, three tostadas. 
I order an iced coffee because that’s all 
I can think about. I wonder about the 
ice, but all is well. With the cream, the 
coffee looks too pale. Going back, I see 
a cinema. Cinemex. A red building as if 
painted with lipstick.  Joker is showing 
and Maleficent. I wonder how active it 
is in there and if they serve ice cream.

At night the house interior looks 
more like the house in “Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona” than “Suspira.” Is it haunt-
ed? My bed swings on ropes, remind-
ing me of Lord Byron, Hemingway or 
bondage. The ceiling fan is the Sword 
of Damocles over me but there is no 
apprehension.

II.
We venture out to have lunch at a 

market. A bit like a food court. The ta-
cos are good. A singer plays the guitar 
around the tables. The Beatles come on 
the speaker system. As I leave, there are 
80’s music videos running from a TV.

After a few blocks we stop at a park. 
Everyone is hot. Then my mom goes into 
a store to look for Mayan wraps. There 
are expensive necklaces in glass cases as 
far as the eye can see. Mom decides not 
to buy anything. The heat continues.

We return to the spacious restau-
rant from yesterday. “Mean Girls” and 
Tina Fey is on the bar television. Petr 
and Mom eat a pancake type dish but 
all I can think about is iced coffee at 
home, when I write. The sun follows 
like an ochre sword, corner after cor-
ner. Again, I strangely enjoy the smell 
of exhaust. The soapy smell of airports 
is too overly sweet.

There is a blue wheelchair sign 
across from the house so I know we’re 
close. Into the house we go. I drink 
iced coffee for hours. There is no TV 
here so America, politics, movies, 
Trump, the orange man, none of it 
seems to matter.

III.
My mom has an appointment so Petr 

and I go to lunch, through the market 
with the ubiquitous Coca Cola messag-
es. It is hot. The sun resembles the Mex-
ico seal I saw at Customs. I notice the 
humidity here more than back home. 
We pass the school with the Catholic 
school kids strolling by reminding me 
of Alfred Hitchcock “The Birds.”

At the restaurant, the same open 
air one from yesterday that resembles 
Santa Fe, the waiters recognize us. I or-
der the chicken which is pressed thin, 
very tasty. On the TV today the funer-
al of José José is projected, the Latin 
Sinatra. The mariachis are singing 
their hearts.

After my mom’s return, she tells me 
ofthe dentist office visit she endured. 
Huge screens were showing nature docu-
mentaries to calm clients. Medical Xrays 
were then super-imposed upon them. 
Here in Merida, as in anywhere there are 
many plural existences and events.

IV.
I wake up and hit the Plaza. It is our 

neighborhood after all and once more, 
sharply hot, a hit from a slapping glove. 
We make it to the art museum that is 
against a church. A surrealist artist Ro-
drigo de La Sierra has sculptures out-
side in the mode of Botero that look 
like Disney’s Minions. Little people 
with round faces and fat bodies. Inside 
the museum, there is an installation of 
men morphing into granite. A strange 
melancholy feeling.

Outside where a Minion angel sits, 
I hear a Gregorian type of chant, pre-
sumably a mass and I wonder about 
the time and hour of my death, yet I 
am happy and feel well.

We go to a hotel restaurant across 
from the museum and although I crave 
an iced coffee, I order agua mineral, 
sparkling water. My lunch is turkey 
on tortillas with a few small tamales 
and plantains. I am most excited when 
dessert comes: vanilla ice cream with 
a hint of papaya and shortbread cook-
ies that have chile inside. I would have 
been happy with this one dessert that 
tastes like a warm sun.

On the way home, the smell of gas-
oline comes over me. I inhale deeply 
as I enjoy the smell, bringing to mind 
giddiness and motion.

I decide to try the pool but I have 
not been swimming in a long, long 
time. When the water hits my chest, 
I feel surprise which my face registers 
as fear, but it is not cold. I get used to 
the water, feeling a contentment wash 
over me. After the pool, I drink an iced 
coffee and it feels like a reward.

When I go out for dinner it has 
rained and the street and the buildings 
feel as if they are washed in India ink. 
Cars zoom by with great speed. Vehicles 
appear malevolent full of selfish intent. 
People and cars, cars and people, all in 
a hurry. In the dark, at stone walled 
restaurant called Pancho’s, there is neon 
Pop Art from the films of Sergio Leone 
which makes it feel like a video arcade. 
I order 3 tacos and a coffee with ice. 
The coffee is a good, deep brown col-
or which means it has some dirt in it, 
some spirit and soul from the earth.

Again I think about the end of my 
stay and the end of me, but not for 
very long. The smell of gasoline keeps 
me calm and happy. Near the house, 
there is a square where dance is be-
ing rehearsed. The men proudly strut 
slowly with female partners. How in-
teresting would it be for two dancers 
in wheelchairs to be up there?

I have not seen one person in a chair 
since I have been here.

IV.
In my room there are black and 

white faces on canvas peering out dis-
tortedly as in the film “Carnival of 
Souls.” I am well aware I am an inter-
loper here, waking up in a strange land 
like the hapless visitor from the 1970s 
classic “The Wicker Man.” The haba-
nero salsas mock my WASP stomach 
and I know precious little of the Yucat-
an or its culture.

I put my pants on and I am on 
the way to Uxmal, the pyramid. Our 
guide is Alan: tan and friendly with 
a face that often breaks into a smile. 
We pass box stores, auto shops and 
gas stations, then we are headed to the 
Yucatan. From my perspective, there 
are only the tops of trees resembling 
heads of broccoli. We head to Muna, a 
quaint town with pink hotels and aqua 

 X Continued on page 20
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blue stores. My mom asks about the origin of 
a tasty dish eaten the other day, Relleno Neg-
ra. Turkey and black beans. The birth legend 
came from the Day of the Dead, when mor-
bidly, the black salsa was made from the water 
used in washing the dead. Life and death are 
intermixed as to become no worry.

We go down the road about a quarter mile, 
then we are at Uxmal. I see a bit of the pyramid 
that rises behind the gift shop, restaurant and 
museum. After crossing a flimsy wooden bridge 
and a very steep cement ramp we start the tour.

I see the opening to the temple. According 
to mythology, the temple was built by a very 
knowledgeable dwarf born inside a divine egg. 
The temple exists as an awareness to me that 
nothing can exist without steps and danger.

Alan says the Mayans were concerned with 
tributes and knowledge. Theirs was a belief in 
duality. There is 13 levels of heaven and 9 lev-
els of hell. We move into an open field. Here 
is where a kind of ritual took place involving a 
rubber ball hit with the hip and shot through 
a hoop. One person from the losing team was 
beheaded in sacrifice.

Alan suddenly talks about a liqueur mixture 
named “La Cucharacha” made from tequilla 
and coffee. The word coffee is a magic word 
to me and I have to have it. The alcohol seems 
no concern. The tune “La Cucharacha” plays 
immediately. I start laughing as I am embar-
rassed. The owner comes out and mixes the 

shot glass with great drama and fanfare. He 
hits Petr on the top of his head and the drink 
is down. The owner mixes my drink, knocks 
three times and hits me on the head. It tastes 
like fire laced with coffee. I manage two thirds 
and give the last to mom. In the car, the sun 
and the motor hits me. I sleep. Through my 
half-dream state, I hear a pop song with the 
lyrics, I’m out of synch / you don’t know me.

I think of the Mayan culture. When I wake 
we are still driving. My leg is in Alan’s way, 
shifting gears. I apologize repeatedly. Finally, 
we make it to the house. I feel very out of it 
and decide to have an iced coffee.

I knew the temple at Uxmal was off limits to 
me. This could not be helped, but there is truth 
here. Everything in my life has been based on ar-
chitecture and design: the doctor’s table during 
birth, my chair, my bed, and lastly, a casket. The 
Mayans knew that architecture will always have 
the last word; this is a universal circumstance 
that no 21st century man will escape.

Everything has its place. Tomorrow I will 
be back in my usual architecture, my stable 
bed without any anxious suspension by ropes, 
a square, watching the rectangle of a screen 
and the action figures on my windowsill: 
Agent Cooper and Morrissey the singer. Laura 
Palmer. The Pinocchio shape of my body, (my 
head, two arms, two skinny legs, adding up to 
the number 5) will be back in my motorized 
chair—a square with two spheres—symboliz-
ing a moving earth.

I will be within my own system, back home. n
Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Merida...
 X Continued from page 18



W H A T ' S  H A P P E N I N G

21
www.konklife.com • OCTOBER 17-23, 2019

Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
Free

Delivery!
Happy Hours

from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

Wharfstock at Schooner Wharf Bar
Tune in and drop IN for 

our annual transforma-
tion to Wharfstock! Get all 
keyed up for the spell of peace, 
love, and music--Woodstock 
style! Everyone will be getting 
groovy with tie-dye, flower 
power and psychedelic fun on 
Wednesday, October 23rd at 
Schooner Wharf Bar. We’re 
“In tune, but off-key!”

Don your bell bottoms, 
love beads, headbands & en-
ter our ‘60s Costume Con-
test. You could take a prize 
for Sexiest Hippie Chick or 
Grooviest ‘60s Dude. Win-
ners will receive cash prizes 
and gift certificates. 

Psychedelic lights and live 
music by That Hippie Band, 
a group of local peace-lovin’ 
musicians reaching back in 
time for favorites by Wood-
stock legends. The party starts 
at 7:00 p.m. and contest judg-
ing is at 8:30 p.m. FREE to 
enter and FREE to attend.

After the parade on Sat-
urday, Oct. 26th, come 
back for our Annual Walk-
On Costume Contest -- All 
costumes are eligible! Also, 
throughout the week, enter 
to win a guitar signed by 
Kenny Chesney! Drawing 
at Schooner Wharf on Sat-
urday around 11:00 p.m. 

Must be present to win.
Late night, Thursday 

through Sunday rock the 
night away with the unique 
blend of high-energy dance 
music and rock ‘n’ roll swag-
ger of Sushi Roll -- they’ll take 
you on a far out musical jour-
ney! So drop in to the scene 
and step back in time -- wear 
your favorite tie-dye and tune 
in for amazing music, psyche-
delic décor, cold drinks and 
great food.  It’s all happenin’ 
at Schooner Wharf Bar, 202 
William St. For more infor-
mation, call (305) 292-9520 
or visit Schoonerwharf.com 
or Facebook. n
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Key West Art & 
Historical Society 
Announces Perpetual 
Groove Concert Tickets 
Now on Sale
Tickets are now on sale for an eve-

ning of live music starring legend-
ary “jam band” Perpetual Groove with 
opening act The Happy Dog, present-
ed by Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety via its popular Music at Martello 
series. Set for December 12, 2019 on 
the grounds of historic Fort East Mar-
tello, 3501 S. Roosevelt Blvd., doors 
will open at 6:00pm with The Happy 
Dog band starting at 7:00 followed by 
headliners PGroove. 

Perpetual Groove, known for a 
sound that fuses Southern rock, funk, 
jazzy improvisation, indie rock and 
synth loops, and whose hits include 
“Save for One,” “Mr. Transistor,” 
“Three Weeks,” “Teakwood,” and 
“Walking in Place,” will be perform-
ing from their classic play list along 
with material from their newly re-
leased self-titled album.

Concertgoers are encouraged to 

bring chairs and blankets for a “back-
yard casual” setup that will include 
food vendors and cash bar. Spon-
sored in part by the State of Florida, 
Division of Cultural Affairs. Gener-
al admission is $25; children under 
12 admitted free. Limited parking 
is available; bicycling is encouraged.  
Tickets are now on sale at kwahs.org/
tickets. Your Museums.  Your Com-
munity.  It Takes an Island. n

Reggie Sullivan Band 
Hog’s Breath Saloon
The Reggie Sullivan Band plays the 

late-night gig, 9 pm – 1 am, Oct. 
17 - 20, at the Hog’s Breath Saloon.

Reggie Sullivan received his Bache-
lor of Music degree in Jazz Studies from 
the University of South Carolina in 
2006 and has since become one of the 
most-requested musicians in Colum-
bia, SC. He has performed with musi-
cal legends such as Marian McPartland, 
Olivia Newton-John, Wycliffe Gordon, 
Herlin Riley, Chris Potter, Yuseef Latif, 
Ron McCurdy, Howard Hewitt, Randy 
Crawford, Joe Sample.

The band has been influenced by 
many musical genres and it delivers 
a high-energy show that promises to 
give you a good feeling. n

Atlanta’s Mike Veal Duo at 
the Hog’s Breath Saloon
The Mike Veal Band, Atlanta’s favor-

ite party band brings its energy and 
excitement to the Hog’s Breath Saloon, 
400 Front St., Oct. 21 - 27, rocking the 
stage from 4:30 – 8:30 pm. Veal plays 
a hot combination of blues, rock, and 
funk. Diverse musical backgrounds and 
regional influences color each mem-
ber’s contribution to the tight sound 
for which the band is admired.

Atlanta partiers and club patrons 
throughout the Southeast know the 
band delivers a killer show every 
time. Stop by the Hog’s Breath and 
see for yourself. n
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THEIR KEY WEST Andy Thurber & Wayne Garcia 
pay tribute
Andy Thurber, & Wayne Gar-

cia pay tribute to Papito Suarez 
& Key West’s traditional folk-art 
technique.  Intaglio, carved painted 
wood, which tells the story of Key 
West childhood’s of each of their gen-
erations was begun in the early 20th 
Century by National Icon Mario 
Sanchez. Mario’s philosophy of “One 
Race, The Human Race” is carried 
through by his followers work as well.  

These intaglios are glimpses of their 
real life childhoods growing up with 
unique traditions like; Noche Buena, 
rum & drug running, scandals, and a 
host of fascinating Key West characters.

Keeping Key West’s heritage alive 
Wayne & Andy have collaborated to 
finish Papito Suarez’s dozen uncom-
pleted works.  Along with their own 
art they set the stage for another awe-
some glimpse into Old Island Days.

Papito Suarez worked during the 
heyday of rum & marijuana smuggling.  
The Old Hickory House mural depicted 
smugglers offloading their cargo in a de-
serted cove, perhaps Little Mullet.

The Key West Comparsa, a long-

standing traditional dance group will 
perform at the opening’s finale.

The public is invited to come meet 
the artists, tell tales of Old Island Days 
and dance with the Comparsa. For 
more information: 305-304-2323. n
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A spacious, charming and historic Conch house in one 
of the most desirable neighborhoods in Key West
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Of all the great neighborhoods 
potential home-buyers have to 

choose from in Key West, it’s truly 
hard to beat the Meadows.

Located mere blocks from the 
Southernmost City’s most famous 
dining and entertainment amenities, 
the area still retains its historic charm 
and fascinating late 1800s-early 1900s 
architecture – and its off-the-beaten-
path tranquility. In fact, Meadows res-
idents can often be heard describing 
their neighborhood as being “like Old 
Town but without the traffic and bars.”

It is indeed a special place with 
plenty of special homes – such as the 
shotgun house at 1215 Newton St.

This fine 3-bedroom, 2-bath wood-
frame home was built in 1938 and 
offers over 1,300 square-feet of living 
space on a 2,000 square-foot lot. Con-
structed during a time when crafts-
manship was a point of both pride 
and safety during Tropical storms, this 
memorable residence could be a fan-
tastic family home, vacation getaway, 
and/or solid investment property.

The first floor features two good-
sized bedrooms, a laundry nook with 
a full-sized stacked washer and dryer, 
and a spacious open-concept living/
dining/entertaining area. Ceilings are 
high and vaulted in some places, and 
the floors are hardwood and marble. 
Most of the original Dade County Pine 
walls remain throughout the house.

The recently remodeled full bath is 
located between the bedrooms and com-
mon areas for added convenience, while 
the gourmet kitchen has been complete-
ly renovated with a well thought out 

design, quality quartz countertops, and 
all new stainless steel Bosch appliances, 
including a super gas range.

Located past two sets of French 
doors the bricked outdoor area is pri-
vate and surrounded by a rare coral 

rock wall. Gorgeous landscaping and 
mature gumbo limbo and palm trees 
complete the tropical experience. And 
there’s room for a small pool. A cov-
ered porch provides lots of space for 
that perfect outdoor dinner party.

Up a set of wooden stairs, the master 
bedroom is roomy and bright, thanks 
to four recently installed skylights. 
Another recently remodeled bathroom 
is located between the bedroom and 
door to a great second-floor sundeck 
with lots of space, sweeping views of 
the treetops, and an outdoor shower.

This home is located close to the His-
toric Seaport District, the bars, theaters, 
and other attractions of Old Town, but is 
still just a few minutes drive to the shop-
ping centers of New Town. Ample street 
parking is available on Newton Street at 
all times of day or night. And the house’s 
location in the X Flood Zone means 
lower flood insurance premiums– and 
less concern for the owners. So, whether 
you’re looking for your first home in par-
adise, or upgrading from your current 
one, make an appointment now to check 
out 1215 Newton St. You may just find 
it’s the home of your dreams!

1215 Newton St. is being offered at 
just $899,000. To arrange a showing, 
or for more information, contact Listing 
Agent Tina Masters of Coldwell Banker 
Schmitt by phone at 305-923-0062, by 
email at tina@yourkeywestagent.com or 
visit www.yourkeywestagent.com. To take 
a virtual tour of the property, visit https://
view.paradym.com/idx/1215-Newton-
Street-Key-West-FL-33040/4403336

keysscribe@aol.com

This historic home at 1215 Newton St. offers an inviting blend of old  
and new.

Lots of natural light and a vaulted ceiling are features of the roomy  
living area.

The kitchen was completely remod-
eled recently and features attrac-
tive quartz countertops and stain-
less steel Bosch appliances.
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos Contributed

As anyone who has ever 
looked into buying a 

home in Key West has by now discov-

ered, most of the pretty houses in Old 

Town are older with all the charm and 

history that status entails.

The townhouse at 634 Louisa St. 

# 3, was built just 12 years ago uti-

lizing some of the toughest materi-

als available - including high-impact 

glass, Hardie siding and sturdy tile 

floors. The home is located on a qui-

et Old Town street with little road 

traffic and plenty of off street park-

ing. It’s also neighbored with many 

century-old structures that are pleas-

ing to the eye.

It all adds up to a lot of the fun of 

living in Key West without the high-

er insurance and maintenance costs of 

many other downtown properties.

Located past two shared off-street 

parking spots this unit offers a large 

open-concept living room with high 

ceilings. It also boasts a good-sized 

recently updated kitchen and appli-

ances. The bright and airy tiled liv-

ing/dining and entertainment room 

give way to a wall of superior strength 

sliding glass doors over looking the 
very private courtyard with a hot tub, 
a water feature and a mirrored wall 
section to create the illusion of depth. 
The charming Chicago-bricked patio 
with broad steps and automatic aw-
ning are other highlights of the gar-
den area.

A discrete but handy half-bath 
and laundry area include a high-end 
washer and dryer unit to complete 
the first floor.

Up the wooden staircase are a pair 
of rooms; one of which is the master 
bedroom suite with double closets 
and additional attic storage space. The 
second is a den that could function 
as a guest bedroom, office, study or 
perhaps a nursery. Both have soaring 
vaulted ceilings and abundant natural 
light. The master bathroom has also 
been improved to include a roomy 
walk-in shower.

The entire home has recently been 
painted in classic colors and rentals 
are permitted with certain restric-
tions.

The street on which this quality 
home is located is rare in Old Town 
for its tranquillity and slow pace of 
life, all just mere blocks from some 
of the town’s finest restaurants, excit-
ing theater and interesting galleries. 

A solidly built, nearly new home in Old Town at  
a seductively low price

This Louisa Street townhouse is all that and more

This recently-built townhouse offers Chicago brick pathways and ma-
ture foliage.

Whether you seek sun or shade the private rear courtyard  
has it all.
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It’s also within the X flood zone, the 
highest on the island, which means 
the lowest flood insurance rates.

Contact Realty Executives Key West 

today and make an appointment to 
come see a home that’ll provide you 
with the perfect mix of old and new; 
charm and quality!

634 Louisa St., #3, is being offered 
for just $575,000. A $100 HOA as-
sessment each month pays maintenance 
and includes reserves. Pets are allowed.

For more information, or to book a 
showing today, contact Listing Agent Ber-
nice Schafer by phone at 305-509-0469 or 
by email at bernice@realtyexecutives. 

The roomy living area features plenty of natural light and solid tile 
flooring.

An “extra” room on the second floor could be put to any number of 
uses.

The master bedroom has his-and-hers closets.

This brand-new kitchen features top-of-the-line stainless steel applianc-
es, and an island for eating and food preparation.
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All signs point to . . . SOLD
Realty Executives expands up the Keys, adds staff

BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos courtesy of Gracie Meyer 

What’s your sign?
This tongue-in-

cheek advertising slogan of Realty Exec-
utives Florida Keys asks a question that’s 
answered by the signs on the walls at the 
company’s new office at Mile Marker 27, 
on Summerland Key.

“A Realtor is not a salesperson,” ad-
vises one. “They’re a matchmaker. They 
introduce people to homes until they fall 
in love with one. Then they’re a wedding 
planner.” “Powered by experts,” reads 
another. Then there’s one relating to 
both the clients and Realty Executives 
Team. “Dream,” it simply encourages.

They’re signs of things to come. 
The community will have the chance 
to meet company staff, and to dream 
a little, during a Lower Keys Cham-
ber of Commerce mixer taking place 
from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 14 
at the new office, 24752 Overseas 
Hwy., (between Ace Hardware and 
First State Bank.

“I actually got my start in real es-
tate on Sugarloaf Key, by buying 

(and splitting) the 12-acre oceanfront 
‘Patch Estate’,” said Realty Execu-

tives owner/broker ChelleBe Blades, 
who recently changed her company’s 

name to reflect a growing emphasis 
on all Keys properties. “I’ve always 
had friends and Clients in the Low-
er Keys, as well as having a foot in 
Key West real estate. But it’s time for 
me expand, not just geographically, 
but with more agents involved in the 
company.  Perhaps, I’ll even make my 
home up here again. This new office is 
a move in that direction.”

Newly renovated and smelling of fresh 
paint, there’s a casual feel to the office, 
which boasts a conference room with a 
pub-table, and a nice view of the swim-
ming and boating canal in the back.

But there’s nothing offhand about 
the company’s professional credentials.

Blades has nearly two decades of ex-
perience with real estate in the Keys. 
Two other professionals at the top of 
their game, Amy Hansen and Tina 
Richard, will handle vacation property 
rentals in Big Pine-to-Sugarloaf, and 
Saddlebunch-to-Key West, respectively. 
Both are owner/operators of established 
rental managements companies, whom 
Blades has worked with in the past.

“Combining forces seemed quite 
natural,” Blades said.

Then there’s Realtor/Executive 
Bernice Schafer, whom Blades re-
cruited recently to help propel the 
company forward. She’s from a real 
estate family in South Africa and 
fell in love with the business during 
childhood while watching her moth-
er flipping houses.

“I’ve always loved real estate, so 
it made sense that I would follow 

Blades.

Schafer, Blades, and vacation property experts Amy Hansen and Tina 
Richard.

ChelleBe Blades and Bernice Schafer.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

FEATURED LISTING
611 Grinnell Street #4 • Old Town, Key West

Flood Zone X. Charming 2/1 bungalow in a gated compound, surrounded by a  
large sunny pool encompassed by mature native shade trees. This home is  
located in the desirable neighborhood of Old Town North, which features every-
thing within a short stroll or bike ride that is quintessential Key West - architecture, 
shopping, nightlife and culture. Call us today for a private viewing! $625,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
58 Palm Drive • Saddlebunch Key

See Map

1

See Map

3
2
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See Map

4

that path and enjoy it,” Schafer said. 
“[Blades] from Realty Executives helped 
us buy our first house. With her knowl-
edge we were able to purchase a duplex, 
which was a financial blessing. She in-
spired me to help other first-time buyers 
understand the process and excite them 
with the idea of owning for less than 
renting in some situations.”

So if your favorite sign is “SOLD” 
give the experts at Realty Executives 
a call and let them introduce you to 
the home of your dreams – or sell your 

existing residence or investment prop-
erty – today! 

The grand opening of the company’s 
Old Town Key West office at 605 Simon-
ton St., will be held in early 2020.

For more information on Realty Execu-
tives call 305-394-4750, or email ChelleBe 
Blades at Blades@RealtyExecutives.com 

To contact Bernice Schafer call 
305-509-0469 or email Bernice@
RealtyExecutives.com

keysscribe@gmail.com

From left, Blades and staff at the new Realty Executives office on Sum-
merland Key.

See Map

5
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 611 Grinnell St. #4, Old Town, Key West  
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

5 1215 Newton St. Key West, FL 33040
Tina M Masters
Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate Co. (KW)

305-923-0062

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

4

2 

3
5
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Truman & Co. 20/09/19  $599,000  $567,500 42 Spoonbill Wy, #2 1999 Townhouse 3 No 4

Royal Palms Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 23/09/19  $550,000  $540,000 208 Golf Club Dr 2000 Single Fam 2 No 4

Key West Vacation Prop & Realty Coastal Collection 24/09/19  $429,000  $425,000 3930 Roosevelt Blvd, S410 1991 Condo 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 19/09/19  $439,000  $429,000 3029 Roosevelt Blvd, #43 2000 Townhouse 2 No 2

Coastal Collection Keller Williams KW Compass 20/09/19  $475,000  $440,000 1402 Olivia St, #3 1943 Condo 1 No 2

Truman & Co. Realty Executives Key West 20/09/19  $1,095,000  $1,000,000 605 Simonton St 1948 Commercial 1 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coldwell Banker Schmitt 20/09/19  $1,750,000  $1,750,000 328 Simonton St 1928 Multi-Unit 3 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 18/09/19  $595,000  $570,000 202 Southard St 1991 Condo 1 No 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of September 18th, 2019 to September 25th, 2019



PHONE • TABLET • COMPUTER

REPAIR
Screen Repair     Charging Port Repair

Water Damage     And More

Battery Replacment

QUICK FIX
REPAIR & ACCESSORIES
——————————

426 Petronia Street
Key West, FL 33040

1-305-619-3311
quickfixkeywest.com

quickfixkeywest@gmail.com

Best Prices
and Service
in Key WestGUARANTEED!

. .f .quickfixkeywest
Follow Us:

quickfixkeywest


