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City Closes Notorious 
Cosmetics Shop for  
Ten Days
City Manager Greg Veliz ordered 

a ten days business license sus-
pension against Oro Gold, 518 Du-
val Street, during a Suspension/Re-
vocation hearing at city hall on Oct 
17, Thursday morning. The business 
owners Nir Chen and Zohar Alon 
were warned any future code viola-
tions would close their business in Key 
West. The suspension was ordered to 
start at 2PM on Oct 17, Thursday.

Oro Gold has a long history of con-
sumer complaints, citations and repeated 
fines for violating Key West City Code.

Oro Gold has also been the target 

of sidewalk protest by local consum-
er action group The Key West Rip-Off 
Rapid Response Team for bad business 
practices. The group has made several 
monetary recoveries to consumers who 
were cheated after false claims and high 
pressure sales tactics.

Rip-Off Team spokesperson Tevis 
Wernicoff said, “We’re encouraged the 
new city manager is getting tough on 
serial code violators and willing to sus-
pend their license. The city needs to 
come down hard because the cosmetics 
shops have a horrible track record here 
in Key West. We are better than this!” n

Transit Driver of the 
Quarter
Jean Vertus has been named Driver 

of the Quarter by Key West Transit.
Vertus began his career with the 

City of Key West in 2006 as a tran-
sit fleet helper, washing and cleaning 
buses. In 2011 he advanced to bus 
operator.

“Vertus values the opportunities 
he has had and shows his appreci-
ation daily,” said Transit Director 
Rod Delostrinos, “by providing ex-
cellent customer service and driving 
the bus in a safe manner for our pas-
sengers. He really understands the 
value of hard work in order to be 
successful and is dedicated to doing 
a good job.” n

Driver Jean Vertus and Transit 
Director Rod Delostrinos.
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BY PRU SOWERS

KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

When Key West 
was awarded the 

LEED Platinum energy 
conservation certifica-
tion in November 2018 

for the design of the renovated City 
Hall, it was cause for celebration, earn-
ing the highest LEED ranking among 
only three city halls in the United 
States that have earned the coveted 
platinum award.

But, as the city’s former energy man-
ager reported recently, it may have been 
a little too soon to pop the champagne 
cork. Promised savings from both the 
solar panel array installed in the City 
Hall parking lot and the in-ground 
water conservation cistern system are 
coming in well below expectations.

Terrence Justice, recently named the 
Key West Chief Building Official, had 
been the city’s energy manager since 
2017. He made the energy manager’s 
annual report to city commissioners at 
their Oct. 16 meeting and had some 
startling – and dismaying – informa-
tion. First, the two solar panel arrays 
in the parking lot that were supposed 
to provide 100 percent of the electric 
requirements of the new City Hall, 
saving approximately $6,000 a month 

in Keys Energy bills, are only pro-
ducing 10 kilowatt hours per month, 
reducing the monthly bill by about 
$1,100, Justice said. 

“On average they provide 20 percent 
of the power that’s consumed in this 
facility on a day to day basis,” he said, 
standing at the podium in City Hall.

The two arrays cost approximately 
$686,000 to build but that cost was 
reduced by a $240,000 contribution 
from Keys Energy. They were sup-
posed to pay for themselves in about 
20 years by reducing electricity bills. 
If the 10-kilowatt hour production 
cannot be increased, it will take closer 
to 50 years to pay off the investment. 
When city commissioners inquired 
about boosting that output by install-
ing a third solar panel array at City 
Hall, Justice was not encouraging.

“Given that it would increase our 
savings on the solar to the tune of 
$500, $600 a month, the simple pay-
back investment looks something 
along the lines of 52, 53 years; not very 
supportable from a financial stand-
point,” he said.

Justice pointed out that in pursu-
ing a LEED Platinum Certification, 
the highest possible, the city paid for 
what he called the “Rolls Royce” of 
expensive solar panels. In addition, 
by choosing to install them at a tilt, 

which optimizes the solar collection 
but requires an expensive steel support 
system instead of a flat installation on 
the existing City Hall roof, the city 
paid considerably more than it had to 
in order to get solar energy benefits.

“The difference between that [tilt 
structure], which is a more expen-
sive-type installation, and laying them 
flat on the roof is about four percent 
annually in [energy] production. It’s in-
significant for the increased cost to do it 
the way we did,” Justice said.

Three city commissioners had ar-
gued in August 2016 against installing 
the second solar array in the parking 
lot. Commissioners Margaret Romero, 
Richard Payne and Billy Wardlow asked 
why the second array couldn’t be in-

stalled on the roof of City Hall so as to 
be out of sight. Several residents in the 
neighborhood had complained about 
the tilted array structure, resembling 
a carport, in the back part of the City 
Hall parking lot. But they were told 
by then-City Manager Jim Scholl and 
project architect Bert Bender of Bender 
& Associates Architects that it would 
cost between $800,000 and $1 million 
to change the location to the roof.

At last week’s meeting, commission-
ers were still interested in exploring 
the use of solar power on city-owned 
buildings, including the recently-pur-
chased former Citizens newspaper 
building and the new transit building 

K E Y  N E W S

Expensive energy savings promised at new City Hall 
falling short

 X Continued on page 4
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on Stock Island. They directed 
the new energy manager, John-
nie Yongue, to research the issue 
and get back to them.

“At least to have that option 
so we could sit here and actually 
have a discussion about it,” rec-
ommended Mayor Teri Johnston.

“I would suggest that you 
would be paying 10 cents on the 
dollar against what we paid for 
the support structures out here,” 
Justice said, comparing the cost 
of an “off-the-shelf” solar panel 
array mounted on a roof versus 
the top-of-the-line tilted op-
tion installed at City Hall. “So 
instead of a 50-something year 
payback, you’d be looking at 18 
to 20 years, would be my guess.”

The bad energy news contin-
ued to mount when Justice re-
ported on the water cistern tank 
system installed in the $19 mil-
lion City Hall renovation project. 

The design did not account for 
the fact that the top half of the 
cistern tanks are above ground 
and the piping system connect-
ed to them cannot fill the tanks 
above ground level, Justice said. 

“So, we have a capacity in the 
cisterns of about 22,000 gallons 
rather than the initially reported 
44,000 gallons,” he said.

City Manager Greg Veliz said 
that he had spoken to a plumb-
er last week asking for a plan to 
get the cistern up to full capaci-
ty. He said the lower water level 
became a problem during Hurri-
cane Irma, when several city offi-
cials were staying in City Hall to 
manage emergency operations.

“During the storm we ran into 
a problem here when we were all 
staying here, that there wasn’t 
any water,” he remembered, add-
ing that he wanted the cistern to 
back-feed the bathrooms in City 
Hall to ensure water flow during 
a power outage.

LEED stands for Leadership 

in Energy and Environmental 
Design. To achieve LEED Plat-
inum status requires a minimum 
of 80 points on the LEED energy 
conservation check list. Between 
60 and 79 points is required for 
Gold certification, while Silver 
certification requires 50 points. 

Achieving Platinum status 
was a goal several city officials be-
lieved was important. Called the 
“showcase of sustainability” by 
the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil and Green Business Certifica-
tion, Inc., which issues the des-
ignation, a press release put out 
by the city when the award was 
announced said it means envi-
ronmental sustainability “as well 
as cost savings to the taxpayers 
through energy efficiency.”

“LEED Platinum was a great 
accomplishment on our part 
and I think it sent a message 
to the rest of the country,” said 
Veliz. “But there are lower levels 
of LEED certification that we 
might be able to attain.” n

Expensive energy...
 X Continued from page 3

Key West Art & Historical Society 
Announces Perpetual Groove 
Concert Tickets Now on Sale
Tickets are now on sale for an evening of live 

music starring legendary “jam band” Perpetu-
al Groove with opening act The Happy Dog, pre-
sented by Key West Art & Historical Society via its 
popular Music at Martello series. Set for Decem-
ber 12, 2019 on the grounds of historic Fort East 
Martello, 3501 S. Roosevelt Blvd., doors will open 
at 6:00pm with The Happy Dog band starting at 
7:00 followed by headliners PGroove. 

Perpetual Groove, known for a sound that fus-
es Southern rock, funk, jazzy improvisation, indie 
rock and synth loops, and whose hits include “Save 
for One,” “Mr. Transistor,” “Three Weeks,” “Teak-
wood,” and “Walking in Place,” will be performing 
from their classic play list along with material from 

their newly released self-titled album. General ad-
mission is $25; children under 12 admitted free. 
Limited parking is available; bicycling is encour-
aged. Tickets are now on sale at kwahs.org/tickets. n
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BY WESLEY HAZZARD
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITER

It is Friday night in Key West. The 
crisp air is carrying the sound of the 

band playing and the faint cheers of 
a crowd. It is almost like you can feel 
the energy from anywhere you are on 
the island.

Key West may be a small island, 
but they can compete with any oth-
er South Florida team with a bigger 
population to pull from. The Key 
West Fighting Conchs have gotten 
off to a great start this season with a 
4-1 record and are listed among the 
elite throughout Florida. This is due 
to the way Coach John Hughes has 
built the program.

There is no secret to the suc-
cess that this team has experienced. 
There is one recipe, and it’s hard 
work. Coach Hughes says that the 
best thing about this football team 
“is their never say die attitude…and 
their work ethic.”

This team’s drive is fueled by short-
comings of last year. The Key West 
Fighting Conchs were just short of 
the state playoffs by less than a point. 
Coach Hughes says that “it motivat-
ed the returning players. They knew 
they were close, and they knew they 
let it slip away.” He then goes on to 
point out examples such as the game 
against Calvary Christian whom they 
were beating 20-0 but lost to 20-21 
when the game clock hit zero.

Coach Hughes says that the thing 
about Key West football is that they 
don’t have a lot of depth. “The dirty 
thirties have become a tradition in Key 
West High School.” This means that ev-
eryone on the team has to be ready to 
play at any given point in time through-

out the season. But what the Conchs 
don’t have in depth, they have in size. 

“We are a run first offense,” says 
Coach Hughes. “We take pride in mov-
ing people where they don’t want to 
go… We have some big physical guys 
like Patrick Barnett, Max Ryan, Jon-
athan Faatuai, Ricardo Camay, Tyron 
Carey, Roosevelt Joseph: These guys 
move people.” If you watch a Key West 
High School football game, you will see 
what Coach Hughes is talking about. 
As the game progresses, the opposing 
defensive line gets worn down and 
therefore easier to break through.

As the season grows, so does the 
strength of this team, so come out and 
support your local Conchs on Friday 
nights. n

Friday Football Fun

Here Come the Conchs! The Key 
West Conchs sprint through a ban-
ner hoisting the Conch Republic 
flag during pregame.
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Thank you! 
We salute your 
bravery.

Photo: DarrellParks.com

The Key West Ambassadors 
Academy Graduates

The Key West Ambassadors Academy 
graduated its 32nd class during Wednes-

day’s City Commission meeting. Eighteen 
enthusiastic citizens participated in the 12-
week class. They join more than 600 citizens 
who now have a better insight to the work-
ings of City government. Each class of the 
Key West Ambassadors Academy has been a 
special blend of dedicated, involved citizens.

During Wednesday’s City Commis-
sion meeting, City Manager Greg Veliz 

congratulated Class 32. Two current city 
leaders -- Commissioners Clayton Lopez 
and Sam Kauffman – were elected after 
finishing this program. Other alumni have 
served as commissioners as well as sitting 
on other City boards.

The Key West Ambassadors Academy was 
established in 2003 and is facilitated by vol-
unteers, all of whom graduated the program. 
Volunteers Lois Songer, Stuart Strickland, 
and John Teets facilitated the class. n

front level left to right: Facilitator Stuart Strickland, Marilyn Brew, Dave Geller, Lea Mo-
eller, Jon Drolet and facilitators John Teets and Lois Songer. Second row: Elizabeth 
Chamberlain, Gary Gingras, Leslie Lesinski, Sue Harrison, and Pam Kutchey. Back 
row: Ann Stahl, Jonathan Jonas, Kimberley Highsmith, Ellen Caron, Dan Reynen, 
Scott Miller and Sonja Miller. Not shown: Derek Epperly and Lesley Thompson.

Red Ribbon Week

Mayor Teri Johnston and the 
City Commission have pro-

claimed the week of October 23rd 
to the 31st as Red Ribbon Week.

Established in 1988, Red Rib-
bon Week is focused on encour-
aging a drug-free lifestyle.

“Communities across America 
have been plagued by the numer-
ous problems associated with illicit 
drug use,” read the proclamation.

The best way to win the war 
on drugs, it reads, lies in edu-
cation and reduction of drug 
demand, coupled with the hard 

work of organizations such as 
the Young Marines of the Marine 
Corps League to foster a healthy, 
drug-free lifestyle.

The red ribbon was chosen 
as a symbol commemorating 
the work of Enrique “Kiki” Ca-
marena, a Drug Enforcement 
Administration agent who was 
murdered in the line of duty. It 
represents the belief that one per-
son can make a difference.

Police Chief Sean Branden-
burg and Fire Chief Michael Da-
vila accepted the proclamation. n

Commissioners Gregory Davila, Mary Lou Hoover and Jimmy 
Weekley, City Manager Greg Veliz, Chief Sean Brandenburg, Mayor 
Teri Johnston, Chief Michael Davila, Commissioner Sam Kaufman.
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Coral Restoration Site Hit by Boat Anchor
• Critically endangered elkhorn corals that survived Hurricane Irma have been found fractured at 

their bases, pieces of them scattered and exposed on the ocean floor. A missing mooring buoy 
near the site indicates that a boat anchor was dropped and dragged across the reef.

• When dropped, a boat anchor can decimate a vast area of reef in seconds. The result is often  
permanent loss of corals and additional years of recovery for the affected site.

• Coral Restoration Foundation™ teams were able to assess the site and reattach viable colonies

A key Coral Restoration Founda-
tion™ restoration site, Pickles 

Reef, has been severely damaged by an 
anchor drag and drop, leaving well-es-
tablished elkhorn corals fractured at 
their bases and scattered over the reef. 
It is evident from the damage assess-
ment and a missing mooring buoy 
that a boat dropped its anchor and 
proceeded to drag the anchor over this 
critical site.

Jessica Levy, Coral Restoration 
Foundation™ Restoration Program 
Manager said, “We’re all saddened 
and upset by the incident here at 
CRF™. When our dive team went 
to Pickles Reef to monitor some of 
our new elkhorn outplants, we were 
shocked to see such major damage to 
these well-established colonies. The 
corals that have been destroyed were 
returned to the wild in 2014. It is 

devastating to think that these cor-
als survived Hurricane Irma only to 
be wiped out by someone carelessly 
dropping an anchor on the reef.”

Unfortunately, anchor damage 
to coral colonies is not uncommon. 
Centuries of reef growth are annihi-
lated every single day by this type of 
disregard. If left unattended, dam-
aged coral will move with ocean surge 
and quickly die due to abrasion and 
burial from sediment.

Even with this setback, Coral 
Restoration Foundation™ hopes to 
recover this site to give this story a 
positive outcome. They are pleading 
with community members and visi-
tors to be more cautious out on the 

water. A quick act of carelessness can 
decimate decades of coral reef growth. 
But a moment of consideration will 
ensure that future generations will 
have the opportunity to enjoy this 
beautiful marine ecosystem.

Please use good practices when an-
choring a boat including the following:

• Research where boats can anchor 
or attach to a mooring buoy safe-
ly before a boat trip

• Attaching the boat to a mooring 
buoy

• If there is no access to a mooring 
buoy, look for a sandy area that 
is away from a coral reef or sea-
grass bed.

• Ensure your anchor is set and will 
not drag. n

Reef Restroation Associate Paige Carper rescues one of the fractured 
elkhorn corals. Photo Credit Coral Restoration Foundation™
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Paradise Tattoo Filming Reality TV Show During 
Fantasy Fest
A TV production crew will be on 

hand at Paradise Tattoo during 
the 10 days of Fantasy Fest filming art-
ists and revelers to capture the unique 
artistry of body painting. Paradise Tat-
too, celebrating 27 years in Key West, 
will house 18 celebrity and award-win-
ning guest artists who will participate 
in the show. Many fans will recognize 
Sean Avram, (also known as Skeletor), 
as a popular contestant from the orig-
inal Skin Wars, reality tv competition. 
A seasoned and accomplished painter 
for more than 15 years, Sean is reg-
ularly published in books and mag-
azines, painted for the Dan Patrick 
Show, movie The Crow and the Walk-

ing Dead, among others. Pashur the 
Body Painter is known world-wide for 
his innovative full body artistic mas-
terpieces. This multi-award winning 
artist was hand-picked as the 2019 
Fantasy Fest featured artist. His de-
sign can be found throughout the fes-
tival on the official posters and tshirts 
available at Paradise Tattoo where he’s 
accepting appointments and signing 
autographs. The official poster signing 
party is Friday from 1 pm to 3 pm. 
Pashur’s highly prized work has been 
featured in dozens of magazines, mu-
sic videos, theater and film. His indus-
try-specific television credits include 
the SyFy Channel’s ‘FaceOff’, reality 

TV ‘Naked Vegas’ and the body paint 
competition ‘Skin Wars’. His work has 
graced the cover of Rolling Stone Mag-
azine, Cirque du Soleil performers and 
bunnys at the Playboy Mansion, along 
with designs commissioned for Nikki 
Minaj, Brooks & Dunn and countless 
celebrities and major brands. One of 
the first female Bodypaint Rockstars, 
Felisa L. Massey high profile gigs in-
clude airbrush bodypainting for Chris 
Kirkpatrick of NSync and his founda-
tion and face painting for Grant Hill of 
the Detroit Pistons. Her makeup artist 
skills has landed her on the set of a 

 X Continued on page 10

Mel Fisher’s Treasures Presents Check to Wesley 
House Family Services
On behalf of the Fisher family a 

check was presented to Wesley 
House Family Services in the amount 
of $14,000.00 as a result of this year’s 
Mel Fisher Days’ events. The funds 
will be used to support the program 
Healthy Families Monroe. Another 
check for $2,750.00 was presented 
to the Michael Abt Jr. Have a Heart 
Foundation. Final amount of funds 
raised during July’s Mel Fisher Days 
totals $16,750.00.

Wesley House Family Services pro-
vide services to children and families 
throughout the Florida Keys. Some 
of these services include Foster and 
Adoptive Care, Independent Life Skills 
& Training, Prevention and Interven-
tion Services, Community Based Care, 
Healthy Families Monroe, and the 
Inez Martin Child Development Cen-

ter. The Michael Abt Jr. Have a Heart 
Foundation mission is to donate AED’s 
(automatic external defibrillators) to 
schools nationwide and to educate 
staff on maintenance and training.

Mel Fisher’s Treasures, Wesley 
House Family Services and the Mi-
chael Abt Jr. Have a Heart Foundation 
would like to thank the local business-
es of Key West, volunteers and attend-
ees who supported this event making 
it another successful year raising mon-
ey to assist children and families.

Mel Fisher’s legacy lives on through 
his family, crew and everyone he in-
spired to never give up. Mel Fisher’s 
Treasures continues the hunt for the 
Sterncastle of the Atocha while always 
believing Mel’s motto; Today’s the 
day!  For more information visit www.
MelFisher.com. n

Mel Fisher’s Treasures team presents a check for $14,000 to Wesley 
House Family Services and a check for $2,750 to The Michael Abt Jr. 
Have a Heart Foundation on behalf of the Fisher Family from Mel Fisher 
Days 2019. To date the Fisher Family has donated $129,900 to Wesley 
House Family Services. From Left to Right.
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Ariel Sanchez was recognized as the 
Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority’s 

Employee of the Quarter for the third 
quarter of 2019. 

Ariel has been employed with the 
Authority for four years and is current-
ly the Executive Assistant for the Hu-
man Resources Department.

Ariel is known for her follow 
through and dedication, not only 
to the Authority, but to all the em-
ployees she assists. Her enthusiasm 
extends to the community where she 
is a key participant, taking the lead 
in many the Authority’s community 
service events. You might not always 
recognize Ariel since she often mas-
querades as the Authority’s mascot, 
Precious the Water Drop.

“Ariel is a quick learner and has al-
ready established herself as an upcom-
ing leader for the Authority” said Kerry 
Shelby, the Authority’s Deputy Execu-

tive Director. “We hope to have Ariel 
on our team for a long time.” n

U P P E R  K E Y S

number of Indie films and you can see 
some of her handy work in Tooth Fairy 
2 starring Larry the Cable Guy. Mandi 
Ilene hails from Orlando but travels the 
country competing and wining body 
painting competitions including a first 
place trophy at the Face and Body Art 
International 2019. She’s also behind 
the scenes as the organizer of the pop-
ular body art show, BASEOrlando. 
There are many other amazing and 
award -winning artists at the shop; bios 
and details can be found on the Para-
dise Tattoo facebook page.

Paradise Tattoo is an official sponsor 
of Fantasy Fest and the Zombie Bike 
Ride offering guests quality full body 
art to small stencils, as much as or lit-
tle in all price ranges. In addition to 

traditional applications they have glo 
paint, finger painting, water & sweat 
proof options and glitter boobs/bum! 
All paint jobs are professionally photo-
graphed and the best join the Wall of 
Fame. The shop also has a great selec-
tion of costumes, costume accessories, 
tutu’s, theatrical eyewear, false eyelash-
es and more to accessorize any costume 
or paint job. Revelers may also make 
a decision they can’t forget and Get 
INKED by Key West’s #1 Tattoo Shop. 
Paradise Tattoo is a one-stop-shop for 
your Fantasy Fest needs plus $3 Bud 
& Bud Light roadies all day, every day. 
Body Painting and Tattooing are avail-
able by Appointment or on a walk-in 
basis during Fantasy Fest. Call 305-
292-9110 to make an appointment 
now. Paradise Tattoo is located at 627 
Duval St and is open daily from 10AM- 
Midnight during Fantasy Fest. n

Paradise Tattoo...
 X Continued from page 9

Ariel Sanchez Recognized as 
FKAA’s Employee of the Quarter

Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority’s 
Employee of the Third Quarter 2019, 
Ariel Sanchez
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Florida Keys Marathon International Airport 
Welcomes New Airport Manager Mike Legere
Marathon

The Florida Keys 
Marathon In-

ternational Airport 
and Monroe Coun-

ty Airport Director Richard 
Strickland welcomed Mi-
chael Legere, the new Mara-
thon airport manager, on his 
first day Tuesday. 

Legere joins the Marathon 
airport from Manchester, 
New Hampshire, where he 
was the Manager of Airport 
Operations and Facilities. He 
was chosen for the position 

by a panel of four, including 
Monroe County Administra-
tor Roman Gastesi, Strick-
land, Marathon Chamber 
CEO Daniel Samess, and 
Marathon City Councilman 
“Doc” Dan Zieg. 

With an airport opera-
tions background starting 
in 1996, Legere said his 
main goal for Marathon air-
port is to continue to meet 
all Federal Aviation Admin-
istration requirements and 
to continue to hold safety in 
the highest regard. 

“The new manager is full 

of knowledge that he can 
share with the existing staff,” 
said Strickland. “His back-
ground with repairs, inspec-
tions, and maintenance will 
be invaluable to the opera-
tions at Marathon airport.”

Legere is also no stranger to 
weather emergencies coming 
from snowy conditions and 
has dealt with his fair share of 
wind issues as well. “The most 
important thing is for the 
airport personnel to be ready 
for weather, and for us to be 
able to quickly respond,” said 
Legere. n

Marathon Airport Manager Michael Legere spends his first 
day familiarizing himself with airport operations. 
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Monroe County Public Works Replaces Worn 
Playground Equipment at Higgs Beach and other Parks

Monroe Coun-
ty Public Works 

is replacing the worn 
playground equipment 
at Higgs Beach in Key 

West. Replacements include the slide, 
decking, safety barriers, and several oth-
er pieces of children’s playground equip-
ment. The original equipment was placed 
at the beach in 2012 and due to showing 
signs of rust, the replacements were cov-
ered under manufacturer warranty.

“I am so glad to see that the equip-
ment at Higgs Beach playground is be-
ing repaired and replaced as needed,” 

said Heather Carruthers, Monroe Coun-
ty Commissioner. “The park is a favorite 
for my children, as it is for so many oth-
ers in the community. It’s a gem.”

In addition, Public Works has in-
stalled a new shade structure at Wil-
helmina Park on Big Coppitt Key. 
New sand will be added to the park 
after the high king tides subside.

In Key Largo, Friendship Park is also 
having repairs and replacements take 
place. The park will receive a new shade 

sail, and new playground equipment, 
including the popular seahorse bounc-
ing rider. A swing set will also be added.

“As we continue to deal with repairs 
from Hurricane Irma, it is important 
that we also improve and maintain our 
parks for the enjoyment of our resi-
dents,” said Willie DeSantis, Director 
of Monroe County Public Works.

To look up more Monroe County’s 
parks and beaches, visit www.monroe-
county-fl.gov/parks. n
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First State Bank’s Valladares Promoted
First State Bank con-

gratulates Judelys 
Valladares on her pro-
motion to Islamorada 
Assistant Branch Oper-

ations Manager. Valladares joined First 
State Bank in March of 2016 as a Teller 
in Marathon and in November of 2016 
was promoted to Lead Teller.  She has 
proven herself a valuable member of the 

Marathon team. AVP/ Branch Manager, 
JoAnn Wagner commended Valladares 
for her “excellent job leading and man-
aging the teller line with an efficient use 
of time and priority.”  Valladares grew up 

in the Keys and graduated from Mara-
thon High School. After high school 
she attended classes at Johnson & Wales 
University where she majored in Culi-
nary Arts. n

Alice in chains: The White Rabbit comes first in 
Key West Burlesque’s ‘Wonderland’
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER
Photos contributed

Ever kiss a rabbit between the ears?
If your answer is “yes” then you 

may be just the kind of person for 
whom the Key West Burlesque dance 
troupe’s latest production was created.

Let’s face it, while Key West is a 
through-the-looking-glass type of 
town more or less year-round, it’s 
during Fantasy Fest when the weird 
– and tourist swingers - truly go pro. 
So it makes perfect sense that this en-
tertaining production, taking place as 
it does during this year’s fandango, 
should be Alice-based.

Yet in THIS version nothing, like 
Key West itself, is as it seems, for in 
“The White Rabbit’s Wonderland: A 
Burlesque Parody,” playing at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday at the Key 
West Theater, 512 Eaton St., it’s the 
famously tardy critter, that takes cen-
ter stage.

White Rabbit expert Grace Slick 
once saw the anthropomorphic animal 
as representing Alice’s imagination. It’s 
fitting then that Wonderland’s script-
writer, ringer actress Shelly Watson 
from New York City, also portrays the 
character in this sexy (21+) and non-
sensical tale.

“I’ve actually been in quite a few 
different productions of Alice in Won-
derland over the years,” Watson said. 

“But I always played the Queen of 
Hearts. I wrote this with the Fantasy 
Fest demographic very much in mind. 
The combination of the local talent, 
like Tatah (Producer/Director/Cho-
reographer Christa Hunt,) and the 
New York element shows that you can 
bring and create talent and showman-
ship anywhere to create something re-
ally spectacular.”

Watson is a double-master Julliard 
graduate whose lengthy credits include 
stints at opera, big band, rap, and fe-

tish parties.
The story itself utilizes both of Lew-

is Carroll’s novels but charts an esoter-
ic course all its own. Alice makes an 
appearance, as do many of Key West’s 
most talented – and attractive – danc-
ers and actors – but not the one your 
childhood memories would lead you to 
expect. (“The MarchHare dances with 
a bare derriere, while the Mad Hatter 
wears pasties.”)

But as with all Key West Burlesque 
parodies, story lines come second to the 

fun of watching such an irreverent but 
entertaining evening come together in 
all its DIY sequined, bosomy glory.

“There’s a lot more visual imagery 
than a reliance on sets,” Watson con-
tinued. “It’s a modern take. Nostalgia 
can be melancholy, which is some-
thing we wanted to avoid. This is a 
fun production.”

And good fun it is – but only for 
three days.

Don’t be late for these very import-
ant dates!

For tickets or more information, visit 
www.keywestburlesque.show n

keysscribe@aol.com

Hip-hoppers: The cast and crew of “The White Rabbit’s Wonderland,” 
playing this week at the Key West Theater.

White Rabbit: New York City-based 
singer/actor Shelly Watson penned 
the script and stars in the lead role.
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n

Thursday 10/24
MICHAEL McCLOUD

noon - 5pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND
6:45 - 11:45pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 10/25
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 6pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND

7pm - midnight

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Saturday 10/26

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 4:30pm

LAST MANGO DUO

5 - 8:30pm

SUSHI ROLL BAND

8:30pm - 1:30am

WALK-ON COSTUME CONTEST 

Sunday 10/27

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

ROSS BROWN DUO

6:45 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 10/28

Raven Cooper 

Noon - 5:00 pm

PRINCE AZARIYAH DUO

6:45 - 11pm

Tuesday 10/29

ALLEN “FRANKENDREAD” HOLLAND

noon - 5pm

MIKE NASH with Special Guests

6:45pm - 11pm

Wednesday 10/30

PHIP WELCOME TO KEY WEST 

PARTY!

Featuring 14 Trop-Rock Artists!

noon - 7pm

PHIN ADDICTS

7-11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!

Florida Keys...
 X Continued from page 12
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The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com

n

Thursday 10/24
NAUGHTY BIKE RIDE PARTY NOON 
DJ DUKE Caffeine Carl and Friends 
9:00pm

Friday 10/25
Brandon Hooker 5pm
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 10/26
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 10/27
Marjorie Lee 8pm 

Saturday 10/28
Scott Kirby 5pm 
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Saturday 10/29
Thom Shepherd 1pm 
Scott Kirby 5pm
Elmore’s Revenge 8:00pm 

Saturday 10/30
JOHN FRINZI & SPECIAL GUESTS 
Bloody Mary Bash 9:30am 
BEACH FRONT RADIO SHOW NOON 
4 PM Scott Kirby 5pm TALL PAUL & 
THE DIVERS 9PM

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street, Key West FL 
33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 09/24

Piano Bar Happy Hour with James 

King and Ronnie Lovely

5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond & Company 8-11

Friday 09/25

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Geralyn 

Barrick 5:30-7:30

Ericson Holt 8-11

Saturday 09/26

Piano Bar Happy Hour Peter Dia-

mond with James King 5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 9:30-12:30

Sunday 09/27

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Any 

Mayo 5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11

Monday 09/28

Sing-A-Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with

Malathi 5:30-7:30

Larry Smith and Christine  

Cordone 8-11

Tuesday 09/29

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with Larry Baeder 

and Bill Blue 8-11

Wednesday 09/30

Piano Bar Happy Hour with  

Karen Hiens

5:30-7:30

Victoria Horne 8-11

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

305-294-5212
www.GourmetNibblesandBaskets.com

917 Frances St. Key West

Gourmet Nibbles 
& Flowers

Serv
ing You With P

rid
e
!

Tropical Soul Plays the 
Hog’s Breath Saloon
Dennis McCaughey, lead vocals, rhythm guitar 

and harmonica for the trop-rock band Tropi-
cal Soul, will bring the popular band to the Hog’s 
Breath Saloon, Oct. 28 to Nov 3, 4:30 – 8:30 pm.

McCaughey formed Tropical Soul twelve years 
ago, and prior to that, has been a member of the 
duos, Double Play. He has released four CDs, 
Days like These, , Tropical Soul, No Plans At All, 
and a live recording, We’re All Here, Come Hell or 
High Water. Stop in, kick off your shoes and enjoy 
the trop-rock. n
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

Where’s My Roy 
Cohn?

Roy Marcus Cohn (1927-1986) 
was and is a truly among the most 

unsympathetic and despicable men 
in our American history. As Joseph 
McCarthy’s chief aide, Cohn led a 
hate-fueled war against Communism 
in the 1950s, often without any ratio-
nale. As an advisor to Judge Kaufman 
in the trial of Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg, Cohn was crucial in getting the 
Rosenbergs a death sentence, achieved 
without any solid evidence. 

In addition to Communist scare 
machinations, Cohn went on to work 
with McCarthy on the persecution of 
gay officials in the government, even 
though Cohn himself was gay. If that 
was not enough, Cohn was implicated 
in financial impropriety, mishandling 
of client funds, witness tampering and 
tax evasion.

One wonders how he slept at night.
The film “Where’s My Roy Cohn?” 

directed by Matt Tyrnauer partially 
answers this question.

As a homely closeted young man 
in the late 40s, Cohn was riddled by 

self-loathing. He could not find peace 
or satisfaction in conventional rou-
tines (by his own admission) so Cohn 
chose to channel his energy into law, 
wealth and politics, a sphere where ap-
pearances meant everything and moral 
fortitude counted for little. By align-
ing himself with gangsters and wealthy 
people of influence, Cohn became a 
master of manipulation. 

With his cold frozen-fish eyes and 
a scar just slightly off the center of his 
nose, one could feel the contempt Cohn 
had for anyone he deemed an “enemy”’ 
In feeling this way, Roy Cohn had no 
empathy or scruples. For Cohn, the 
only element as an attorney and as a 
person was winning and winning big.

In the documentary, we hear from 
David Marcus, Cohn’s cousin who is 
somewhat mystified by his notorious 
relative, but says that after hours in his 
bedroom, one saw a “different” Roy 
Cohn: he liked young Nordic men, 
(the less sophisticated all the better, 
Cohn liked control) and valium. It 
seemed the only way he could unwind 
from the stress of cases and his own 
blighting lawsuits.

Cohn lived for the thrill of danger 
and the unexpected.

The film follows his progress from a 
teen enamored with debate, to a man 
driven by self-righteousness, to his one 
serious infatuation / romance with G. 
David Schine, a McCarthy aide who 
resembled film star Tab Hunter.

Though the documentary focuses on 
this professionally malicious and unsa-
vory person, it does so with verve and 
potency. Like an amoral character out 
of Wilde or Highsmith, Tyrnauer high-
lights Cohn’s dark magic and his ability 
to float through moneyed realms with 
an ingratiating, yet slanted smile.

Cohn paved the way for Nixon, 
Reagan and the shiny demagoguery of 
Murdoch’s Fox News. 

Cohn, the original “orange man” 
met a young Donald Trump who be-
came his protégé. One sees Trump 
as Roy Cohn’s Frankenstein creation: 
super enraged, extra-vindictive and 
ultra-orange, specially engineered to 
wreak havoc upon due process, respect 
and empathetic values.

Although the man met a sad end in 
1986 at the age of 58, Cohn could well 
have redeemed himself by coming out 
and speaking pro-actively about AIDS 
but he chose not to do so at the time 
of his passing. 

Like the last image in a horror film, 
the most unnerving and terrible aspect 
of Matt Tyrnauer’s excellent film is 
that Roy Cohn lives on in death and 
his public poison still holds, making 
our country petty, polarizing, and for 
many, a stubborn shade of orange. n

Monos

From Alejandro Landes, who won 
acclaim with his film “Porfirio” (a 

true story about a paraplegic shot by 
police), comes “Monos.” The film is 
hyper-realistic and intense, recalling 
epics “The Beach” by Alex Garland 
and the classic “Apocalypse Now.” 

This film is a character study of a 
young guerilla army in the Colombian 
jungle. In style and structure, it most 
recalls “Lord of The Flies.” The first 
shock of the film is that these soldiers 
are children who could be in school yet 
they are carrying machine guns. 

It is immersive with large majestic 
visuals. Monos is the name of a loosely 
organized gang deep in the mountains. 
To gain respect, they kidnap a Western-

er, a doctor (Julianne Nicholson). She 
is often bound and put underground 
with little resources beyond basic food. 
Periodically she is put in the open air 
to read the news headlines.

The masculine Wolf (Julian Giral-
do) is in charge of the group and a cow, 
which they use for milk, a valuable 
resource. In the group also is Rambo 
(Sofia Buenaventura), Bigfoot (Moises 
Arias), and the enigmatic Swede (Laura 
Castrillón) among others. The group is 
bound by ritual and power. When the 
cow is accidentally shot by another 
member named Dog (Paul Cubides) 
all hell breaks loose. Wolf takes on the 
guilt and becomes a Kafkaesque figure, 
unable to face the burden of failure. 
Dishonor is a terminal sin.

Foremost in the film is its rich cin-
ematography by Jasper Wolf, which 
depicts both the landscape and the 
children within as one vast pagan rite. 
Eat or be eaten. When Wolf and Lady 
(Karen Quintero) become a couple it is 
more a Halloween event than any Val-
entine’s Day romance. 

This kiddie chiaroscuro gradually 
gives way to the doctor fighting for her 
life, and the apprehension is as tense as 
John Boorman’s “Deliverance.” There 
are no set rhythms or predictable cir-
cumstances. The only currency is power 
and control. Nicholson is excellent, as is 
the entire young cast which equals the 
pathos of their past generational “dou-
bles,” Brando and Martin Sheen, from 
the aforementioned Coppola classic.

Although the film does echo other 
survivalist stories from Joseph Conrad 
to William Golding, a picture is all that 
is necessary. The magnetism of “Monos” 
in its depiction of children in a great bes-
tial maze of blood and fire, (especially 
as they carve up the bovine corpse and 
become increasingly animalistic), is sur-
prisingly scary, meditative and human.n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

From Gang 
Member to 
Family Member
BY TAMMY FOX-ROYER
Executive Director, Florida Keys SPCA

Her “family” had built a reputa-
tion in their local neighborhood.  

Through the years we received multi-
ple complaints about this herd of lit-
tle chihuahuas, terrorizing people and 
dogs like a bad street gang. On occa-
sion, we’d had to quarantine a “family” 
member after one had bitten some-
body. Education and citations helped 
to some degree but it appeared that 
these dogs were never well-socialized, 
nor had any guidance along the way. 
They were essentially set up to fail by 
being allowed to run amok.  There 
were multiple generations: dad, mom, 
and kids. So, when their owner even-
tually passed away, it was sad situa-
tion. We ended up with six of the dogs. 
Two of them were very ill, two of them 
were not about to take any prisoners 
(and  more than willing to use teeth 
to inflict harm)  and two were simply 
terrified. Taquita was one of the latter. 
She would not let us touch her or put 
a leash on her.  Strangers were not to 
be trusted. She had a long road for-
ward to becoming adoptable.  Fear is 
a peculiar thing. Sometimes it can be 
overcome and other times, it’s lifelong. 
With Taquita, it took weeks of work-
ing with her but with time, she became 
more comfortable with a few people. 
She became especially attached to one 
of our staff members and would start 
in with this fingernails-on-the-black-
board yipping every time she saw her 
friend. It was a bit much and a bit in-

tense--but at least we knew she could 
grow attached to someone!

Her circle of friends grew as she im-
proved, but we knew that if she was to 
succeed in a new home, we were going 
to have to be choosy where she went. 

When Mara came in and asked to 

see her, we told her about Taquita’s 
challenges. We were immediately 
impressed with how Mara seemed 
to both understand and appreciate 
what it might take. She began mak-
ing regular visits. At first, Taquita 
didn’t give her the time of day, just 

kept watching for the human allies 
she knew. But eventually, the seeds 
of a relationship began to grow with 
Mara and walks together turned into 
sitting together, which turned into 
the beginnings of a friendship. What 
really helped was Mara’s patience 
and respect when it came to her in-
teractions with Taquita. We knew we 
had found the perfect home for our 
little ex-gang member!

For obvious reasons, dogs that re-
quire more from us become special to 
us so, after Mara took Taquita home, 
we anxiously waited to hear how things 
were going. The first update, followed 
by others, filled us with both relief and 
joy. Seeing Mara, her partner Cami-
lo, and Taquita together as a family 
made all the time and effort so worth-
while. Mara sent us this: “Taquita has 
changed our lives for the better. We are 
in love with her. She is the baby of the 
house and we live to make her happy. 
We love her so much!”  The pictures 
she shared are proof of that! n
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Passionate cinephiles need not wait 
until the 8th Annual Key West 

Film Festival kicks off on November 
20th to begin immersing in the Fes-
tival experience excitement. On Tues-
day, October 29, the public is invited 
to a special advance KWFF kick-off 
party from 7:30-9:00pm at Mangoes 
Restaurant, 700 Duval Street. Meet 

KWFF producers, enter to win Festi-
val swag and tickets, and enjoy food 
and beverage specials while viewing 
short films and 2019 Festival sneak-
peek trailers. Be the first to get the 
lowdown on the official 2019 film pro-
gram, awards, special events and celeb-
rity guests. Admission is free.

Now in its 8th year, the KWFF - 

where passion meets paradise - show-
cases dozens of cinematic offerings 
while highlighting visiting filmmak-
ers, actors, directors, and industry 
leaders through discussions and work-
shops with access to some of the big-
gest names in the film business. Red 
carpet events, parties and award cer-

emonies round out an unforgettable 
world-class festival experience.

Stay abreast of KWFF announce-
ments by signing up for their e-blasts 
at kwfilmfest.com, where event passes, 
including VIP, All-Access, and Auteur 
options, are now available. For more 
information, visit kwfilmfest.com. n

Public is invited to 8th Annual Key West Film Festival 
launch event where 2019 program will be revealed



20
www.konklife.com • OCTOBER 24-30, 2019

B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Meeting of The Minds Kick-
Off Party

Schooner Wharf welcomes all Parrot Heads 
and locals -- Get ready for great fun and is-

land music at Key West’s most notorious dock-
side bar!

Live music with 16 trop-rock performers all 
afternoon will have you swingin’ and swayin’ 
to the easy island vibes. The party is hosted by 
the South Region Parrot Heads Club.

Then dance the night away with the island 
trop-rock sensation, the Phin Addicts.  They’ve 
found their lost shaker of “salts” here at the 
popular waterfront bar. Join them again on 
Thursday, October 31st from 6:45-11:00 p.m. 

Special guests Jerry Diaz and Steve Hopper 
will sit in for the Halloween Party Jam!

Also catch Mike Nash and Special Guests on 
Tuesday, October 29th, from 6:45-11:00 p.m. 
On Friday, it’s Johnny Russler and the Beach 
Bum Band from 6:45-11:45 p.m.; on Saturday, 
Young Rebel Goombas take our stage from 
6:45-11:45 p.m.; then come out for our No 
Plane on Sunday party from 6:45-11:45 p.m., 
to round out the weekend. 

For more info., please visit Schoonerwharf.
com or Facebook. Or, call Schooner Wharf at 
(305) 292-9520. n

Schooner Wharf Bar Wednesday, October 30th, Noon–11 p.m.

You’ve seen him at Music on the Bay, The 
Parrothead Rendezvous, cruise ships, Is-

lands in the Caribbean and many other clubs’ 
and outdoor venues across the Country. You’ve 
heard his music on Radio Margaritaville, Ra-
dio TropRock, Radio A1A, Songwriters Island, 
and many other TropRock radio Stations. Now 
Jack Mosley is bringing his music and his band 
to the San Carlos Theater in Key West Florida!

If you have not seen The Jack Mosley Band 
before, don’t miss this opportunity to see this 
entertaining storyteller perform all his classic 
songs (and some new ones as well!) with full 
instrumentation live in a theater environment!

For Tickets or more information, please 
go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
jack-mosley-band-live-from-key-west-tick-
ets-61912056628. n

Jack Mosley Band live at the 
San Carlos Theatre on Nov 1st
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Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
José DeLaRosa at
585-203-5156
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
Free

Delivery!
Happy Hours

from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

The Key West Art Center holds a 
Charity Art Show
The Key West Art Center holds a 

Charity Art Show each year to 
benefit an important organization 
in the community and this year is 
supporting the Key West Wildlife 
Center.  To kick off the fundrais-
er there will be a Plein Air event at 
the Wildlife Center with Jim Salem 
October 31st at 10 a.m.  Jim will be 
hosting his weekly Plein Air Class, 
cost $20, and everyone is invited to 
learn more about the Wildlife Center.  
Art from either the Plein Air event or 
work done at home can be dropped 
off to The Key West Art Center on 
November 8th from 10 am til 5 pm.  
All work will be hanging in a special 

show for which there will be an open-
ing reception November 15th from 
5-7 pm complete with refreshments.  
The event is open to all members and 
associate members of the Key West 
Art Center.  Associate membership 
is $45 per year and includes, among 
other benefits, participation in two 
shows during the year and discounts 
on original artwork and classes.  Each 
artist is allowed two pieces of origi-
nal art.  All 2D media is to be framed 
and wired, not to exceed 24”x30” 
including the frame.  Maximum size 
of 3D work must not exceed 70” to-
tal of the two longest faces, must be 
sturdy and have a complementary 

support stand.  Ten percent of sales 
will be donated to the Wildlife Cen-
ter and a 20% commission will go 
to the Key West Art Center.  Please 
submit your intent to exhibit and a 
finished image of your art work by 
November 4th.  This event is a great 
way to have your work shown while 
supporting two important not for 
profit organizations in the Key West 
community.  If you don’t participate 
in the show as an artist, please come 
for the opening reception and show 
your support.  For more information 
please call The Key West Art Center 
at 305-294-1241 or visit keywestart-
center.com. n

Atlanta’s Mike 
Veal Duo at the 
Hog’s Breath 
Saloon
The Mike Veal Band, Atlanta’s favorite 

party band brings its energy and ex-
citement to the Hog’s Breath Saloon, 400 
Front St., Oct. 24 - 27, rocking the stage 
from 4:30 – 8:30 pm.

Veal plays a hot combination of blues, 
rock, and funk. Diverse musical back-
grounds and regional influences color 
each member’s contribution to the tight 
sound for which the band is admired.

Atlanta partiers and club patrons 
throughout the Southeast know the band 
delivers a killer show every time. Stop by 
the Hog’s Breath and see for yourself. n
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International music stars to shine during 
Impromptu Classical Concerts’ 2020 season
Many of the classical music world’s 

most talented artists will take to 
the stage at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
early next year during the 2020 season 
of Impromptu Classical Concerts.

Offering unique performances from 
piano/cello duos to saxophone quartets 
and more, this much-anticipated season 
looks to be one of the most varied and 
interesting yet for the concert series, the 
oldest such showcase for classical music in 
Key West, having been founded in 1972.

First up, on Jan. 12, Canadian vi-
olinist Blake Pouliot will share with 
Key Westers the magic of his first local 
performance .

A native of Toronto, Pouliot has 
quickly become one of Canada’s most 
celebrated and promising young art-
ists. He was the Grand Prize winner 
of the 2016 Orchestra Symphonique 
de Montréal Manulife Competition, 
and has been featured on a number of 
television and radio broadcasts across 
North America, including CBC Radio 
and NPR’s Performance Today.

The Toronto Star has described 
Pouliot as “One of those special talents 
that comes along once in a lifetime.”

Next, on Jan. 26, enjoy the scintil-
lating sounds of Trio Gaspard, whose 

members hail from Germany, Greece 
and the UK. This ensemble is one of the 
most sought-after trios of its generation, 
and together violinist Jonian Ilias Kade-
sha, cellist Vashti Hunter, and pianist 
Nicholas Rimmer have been invited to 
perform regularly at major internation-
al concert venues such as Wigmore Hall 
and the Berlin Philharmonic. They have 
also won three major international com-
petitions since forming in 2010.

On Feb. 9 don’t miss the Canel-
lakis-Brown Duo.

Composed of pianist and composer 
Michael Brown, (making his third Im-
promptu experience,) as well as cellist 
Nicholas Canellakis, the duo has been 
hailed as “a pair of adventurous young 
talents” by Time Out New York and 
lavishly praised by the New York Times 
as “two outstanding musicians who are 
captivating audiences with innovative 

programs that combine masterpieces 
from the standard repertoire with orig-
inal compositions and arrangements.” 
The two highly acclaimed artists con-
tinue to pursue solo careers with perfor-
mances in such venues as the Lincoln 
Center and Alice Tully Hall.

Superb reed instrument playing will 
be on dazzling display Feb. 23 during 
Impromptu’s presentation of the Ra-
schèr Saxophone Quartet. This group 
appears regularly at major concert halls 
in Europe, Asia and the U.S., and has 
been hailed as the “Uncrowned Kings 
of the Saxophone” by the Vienna Zei-
tung, and celebrated by Die Welt, 
which claimed that “If there were an 
Olympic discipline for virtuoso wind 
playing, the Raschèr Quartet would 
definitely receive a gold medal.”

Although founded in the United 
States in 1969 the quartet was relocat-
ed in Germany several years later and 
has been based there ever since. The 
group members will conduct a work-
shop for students of Key West High 
School the day after their performance, 
thanks to a grant from the Communi-
ty Foundation of the Florida Keys.

A special afternoon will be had by all 
on March 8 when Impromptu’s 2020 

“Rising Star,” pianist Natalia Kazary-
an, returns to perform in Key West. 
Kazaryan has played at a number of 
prestigious concert halls across Europe, 
and received top prizes from the East-
man Young Artists International, Kos-
ciuszko Foundation Chopin, and the 
New York piano competitions as well 
as the Concours FLAME and Concours 
international de piano d’Ile de France. 
She studied at The Julliard School and 
recently completed her doctoral studies 
at the University of Michigan.

Noted for its “deep reserves of vir-
tuosity and irrepressible dramatic in-
stinct” by the New York Times, and 
“balance of intellect and expression” by 
the LA Times the group has won acco-
lades across the globe and is now firmly 
established as one of the finest chamber 
music ensembles performing today.

All Impromptu performances take 
place at 4 p.m., at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 401 Duval St.

Tickets cost $20 at the door, on the 
day of the show, with all students being 
admitted free of charge.

Season tickets are available, as are 
sponsorship opportunities.

For more information, and ticket orders, 
visit http://www.keywestimpromptu.org/n
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Meet Kristen Eklund
Kristen’s knowledge, and expertise 
enable her to assist her clients with 
the best mortgage programs the 
industry has to o�er. 

Kristen is a local Florida Keys 
Resident. Find out why Kristen and 
her team are one of the most 
successful in Key West. Because when 
you lead the way, there’s reason….

Meet Kristen Eklund from 
Coast2coast Mortgage

Experience
Kristen Eklund NMLS 371443
Coast2Coast Mortgage NMLS 376205

Florida Cell - 305-587-4403

Web Site: https://www.c2cmortgage.com/kristen/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/islandkris/

Mata Yoga Presents 
Tea Roman and Sound 
Session Meditation

On Sunday, November 3, from 
6-7:30pm, Mata Yoga at 927 

White Street in Key West welcomes 
Northern Florida-based holistic prac-
titioner Tea Roman who will lead a 
‘Sound Session Meditation’ experience 
of restorative yoga, meditation and 
sound, incorporating Tibetan singing 
bowls and the Shakuhachi bamboo 
flute. Cost is $30 in advance; $35 at the 

door. Contact Tara Darmante at 347-
998-5852 for advance ticket purchase. 
Mata Yoga is owned by Key West locals 
Tara Darmante and Marci Rose, and is 
open seven days a week, specializing in 
Bikram, Hatha, Vinyasa, and Yin style 
yoga, and Yogalates. The studio also of-
fers a kids yoga class every Wednesday 
afternoon at 4:30pm. For more infor-
mation visit matayogakeywest.com. n

ART FROM THE HEART: Fundraising Event to 
benefit Florida Keys SPCA
Zazoo Fine Art Gallery on historic 

Duval Street is pleased to host the 
first annual Art From the Heart fund-
raising event at the gallery – 622 Du-
val Street, Key West. Ph.305.294.8925

Portion of the days sales will benefit 
the SPCA and the night will be high-
lighted with a live auction of an origi-
nal painting by Felix the Cat Artist Don 
Oriolo with the entire art auction pro-
ceeds benefiting the SPCA. Don will 
paint the artwork during the event!

Don Oriolo is well known across 
the entertainment spectrum, having 
been a fixture in the art, music, tele-
vision, and film industries for decades. 

In June 2018, Don spearheaded the 
largest Cat Rescue in the North-East-

ern states history. His nonprofit group 
‘Kittens With a Mission’ rescued 205 
cats from horrific conditions at a di-
lapidated home, which didn’t have 
running water or electricity. 

Spending weeks at the home col-
lecting the cats to be taken to for med-
ical treatment, Don personally paid 
the $25 fee to have each cat spayed or 
neutered before having them put up 
for adoption. Don also rescues hors-
es and houses them at his Blue Arrow 
Farm in Pine Island, NY.

With his history of supporting an-
imal causes – it is only natural that 
Don’s Zazoo Fine Art Gallery partners 

with the Florida Keys SPCA. 
Zazoo Fine Art Gallery features 

Don Oriolo’s artwork of Felix the 
Cat, Casper the Friendly Ghost, Betty 
Boop, Popeye and Elvis Presley.

In addition Zazoo represents over 20 
world-renowned Artists and Photog-
raphers (Artists - Tom Everhart, Ron-
nie Wood, Dr Seuss, Fabio Napoleoni, 
Tracy 168 and Photographers - Terry 
O’Neill, Milton H. Greene, Bob Gru-
en, Douglas Kirkland, Baron Wolman) 
as well as publishes art and photogra-
phy. Zazoo has a wide range of art, pho-
tography and collectibles for the novice 
fan to the serious collector. n

Artist Don Oriolo with ‘Angel’ a horse 
he rescued.
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A spacious, charming and historic Conch house in one 
of the most desirable neighborhoods in Key West
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Of all the great neighborhoods 
potential home-buyers have to 

choose from in Key West, it’s truly 
hard to beat the Meadows.

Located mere blocks from the 
Southernmost City’s most famous 
dining and entertainment amenities, 
the area still retains its historic charm 
and fascinating late 1800s-early 1900s 
architecture – and its off-the-beaten-
path tranquility. In fact, Meadows res-
idents can often be heard describing 
their neighborhood as being “like Old 
Town but without the traffic and bars.”

It is indeed a special place with 
plenty of special homes – such as the 
shotgun house at 1215 Newton St.

This fine 3-bedroom, 2-bath wood-
frame home was built in 1938 and 
offers over 1,300 square-feet of living 
space on a 2,000 square-foot lot. Con-
structed during a time when crafts-
manship was a point of both pride 
and safety during Tropical storms, this 
memorable residence could be a fan-
tastic family home, vacation getaway, 
and/or solid investment property.

The first floor features two good-
sized bedrooms, a laundry nook with 
a full-sized stacked washer and dryer, 
and a spacious open-concept living/
dining/entertaining area. Ceilings are 
high and vaulted in some places, and 
the floors are hardwood and marble. 
Most of the original Dade County Pine 
walls remain throughout the house.

The recently remodeled full bath is 
located between the bedrooms and com-
mon areas for added convenience, while 
the gourmet kitchen has been complete-
ly renovated with a well thought out 

design, quality quartz countertops, and 
all new stainless steel Bosch appliances, 
including a super gas range.

Located past two sets of French 
doors the bricked outdoor area is pri-
vate and surrounded by a rare coral 

rock wall. Gorgeous landscaping and 
mature gumbo limbo and palm trees 
complete the tropical experience. And 
there’s room for a small pool. A cov-
ered porch provides lots of space for 
that perfect outdoor dinner party.

Up a set of wooden stairs, the master 
bedroom is roomy and bright, thanks 
to four recently installed skylights. 
Another recently remodeled bathroom 
is located between the bedroom and 
door to a great second-floor sundeck 
with lots of space, sweeping views of 
the treetops, and an outdoor shower.

This home is located close to the His-
toric Seaport District, the bars, theaters, 
and other attractions of Old Town, but is 
still just a few minutes drive to the shop-
ping centers of New Town. Ample street 
parking is available on Newton Street at 
all times of day or night. And the house’s 
location in the X Flood Zone means 
lower flood insurance premiums– and 
less concern for the owners. So, whether 
you’re looking for your first home in par-
adise, or upgrading from your current 
one, make an appointment now to check 
out 1215 Newton St. You may just find 
it’s the home of your dreams!

1215 Newton St. is being offered at 
just $899,000. To arrange a showing, 
or for more information, contact Listing 
Agent Tina Masters of Coldwell Banker 
Schmitt by phone at 305-923-0062, by 
email at tina@yourkeywestagent.com or 
visit www.yourkeywestagent.com. To take 
a virtual tour of the property, visit https://
view.paradym.com/idx/1215-Newton-
Street-Key-West-FL-33040/4403336

keysscribe@aol.com

This historic home at 1215 Newton St. offers an inviting blend of old  
and new.

Lots of natural light and a vaulted ceiling are features of the roomy  
living area.

The kitchen was completely remod-
eled recently and features attrac-
tive quartz countertops and stain-
less steel Bosch appliances.
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos Contributed

As anyone who has ever 
looked into buying a 

home in Key West has by now discov-

ered, most of the pretty houses in Old 

Town are older with all the charm and 

history that status entails.

The townhouse at 634 Louisa St. 

# 3, was built just 12 years ago uti-

lizing some of the toughest materi-

als available - including high-impact 

glass, Hardie siding and sturdy tile 

floors. The home is located on a qui-

et Old Town street with little road 

traffic and plenty of off street park-

ing. It’s also neighbored with many 

century-old structures that are pleas-

ing to the eye.

It all adds up to a lot of the fun of 

living in Key West without the high-

er insurance and maintenance costs of 

many other downtown properties.

Located past two shared off-street 

parking spots this unit offers a large 

open-concept living room with high 

ceilings. It also boasts a good-sized 

recently updated kitchen and appli-

ances. The bright and airy tiled liv-

ing/dining and entertainment room 

give way to a wall of superior strength 

sliding glass doors over looking the 
very private courtyard with a hot tub, 
a water feature and a mirrored wall 
section to create the illusion of depth. 
The charming Chicago-bricked patio 
with broad steps and automatic aw-
ning are other highlights of the gar-
den area.

A discrete but handy half-bath 
and laundry area include a high-end 
washer and dryer unit to complete 
the first floor.

Up the wooden staircase are a pair 
of rooms; one of which is the master 
bedroom suite with double closets 
and additional attic storage space. The 
second is a den that could function 
as a guest bedroom, office, study or 
perhaps a nursery. Both have soaring 
vaulted ceilings and abundant natural 
light. The master bathroom has also 
been improved to include a roomy 
walk-in shower.

The entire home has recently been 
painted in classic colors and rentals 
are permitted with certain restric-
tions.

The street on which this quality 
home is located is rare in Old Town 
for its tranquillity and slow pace of 
life, all just mere blocks from some 
of the town’s finest restaurants, excit-
ing theater and interesting galleries. 

A solidly built, nearly new home in Old Town at  
a seductively low price

This Louisa Street townhouse is all that and more

This recently-built townhouse offers Chicago brick pathways and ma-
ture foliage.

Whether you seek sun or shade the private rear courtyard  
has it all.
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It’s also within the X flood zone, the 
highest on the island, which means 
the lowest flood insurance rates.

Contact Realty Executives Key West 

today and make an appointment to 
come see a home that’ll provide you 
with the perfect mix of old and new; 
charm and quality!

634 Louisa St., #3, is being offered 
for just $575,000. A $100 HOA as-
sessment each month pays maintenance 
and includes reserves. Pets are allowed.

For more information, or to book a 
showing today, contact Listing Agent Ber-
nice Schafer by phone at 305-509-0469 or 
by email at bernice@realtyexecutives. 

The roomy living area features plenty of natural light and solid tile 
flooring.

An “extra” room on the second floor could be put to any number of 
uses.

The master bedroom has his-and-hers closets.

This brand-new kitchen features top-of-the-line stainless steel applianc-
es, and an island for eating and food preparation.
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All signs point to . . . SOLD
Realty Executives expands up the Keys, adds staff

BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos courtesy of Gracie Meyer 

What’s your sign?
This tongue-in-

cheek advertising slogan of Realty Exec-
utives Florida Keys asks a question that’s 
answered by the signs on the walls at the 
company’s new office at Mile Marker 27, 
on Summerland Key.

“A Realtor is not a salesperson,” ad-
vises one. “They’re a matchmaker. They 
introduce people to homes until they fall 
in love with one. Then they’re a wedding 
planner.” “Powered by experts,” reads 
another. Then there’s one relating to 
both the clients and Realty Executives 
Team. “Dream,” it simply encourages.

They’re signs of things to come. 
The community will have the chance 
to meet company staff, and to dream 
a little, during a Lower Keys Cham-
ber of Commerce mixer taking place 
from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 14 
at the new office, 24752 Overseas 
Hwy., (between Ace Hardware and 
First State Bank.

“I actually got my start in real es-
tate on Sugarloaf Key, by buying 

(and splitting) the 12-acre oceanfront 
‘Patch Estate’,” said Realty Execu-

tives owner/broker ChelleBe Blades, 
who recently changed her company’s 

name to reflect a growing emphasis 
on all Keys properties. “I’ve always 
had friends and Clients in the Low-
er Keys, as well as having a foot in 
Key West real estate. But it’s time for 
me expand, not just geographically, 
but with more agents involved in the 
company.  Perhaps, I’ll even make my 
home up here again. This new office is 
a move in that direction.”

Newly renovated and smelling of fresh 
paint, there’s a casual feel to the office, 
which boasts a conference room with a 
pub-table, and a nice view of the swim-
ming and boating canal in the back.

But there’s nothing offhand about 
the company’s professional credentials.

Blades has nearly two decades of ex-
perience with real estate in the Keys. 
Two other professionals at the top of 
their game, Amy Hansen and Tina 
Richard, will handle vacation property 
rentals in Big Pine-to-Sugarloaf, and 
Saddlebunch-to-Key West, respectively. 
Both are owner/operators of established 
rental managements companies, whom 
Blades has worked with in the past.

“Combining forces seemed quite 
natural,” Blades said.

Then there’s Realtor/Executive 
Bernice Schafer, whom Blades re-
cruited recently to help propel the 
company forward. She’s from a real 
estate family in South Africa and 
fell in love with the business during 
childhood while watching her moth-
er flipping houses.

“I’ve always loved real estate, so 
it made sense that I would follow 

Blades.

Schafer, Blades, and vacation property experts Amy Hansen and Tina 
Richard.

ChelleBe Blades and Bernice Schafer.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

FEATURED LISTING
611 Grinnell Street #4 • Old Town, Key West

Flood Zone X. Charming 2/1 bungalow in a gated compound, surrounded by a  
large sunny pool encompassed by mature native shade trees. This home is  
located in the desirable neighborhood of Old Town North, which features every-
thing within a short stroll or bike ride that is quintessential Key West - architecture, 
shopping, nightlife and culture. Call us today for a private viewing! $625,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
58 Palm Drive • Saddlebunch Key

See Map

1

See Map

3
2
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See Map

4

that path and enjoy it,” Schafer said. 
“[Blades] from Realty Executives helped 
us buy our first house. With her knowl-
edge we were able to purchase a duplex, 
which was a financial blessing. She in-
spired me to help other first-time buyers 
understand the process and excite them 
with the idea of owning for less than 
renting in some situations.”

So if your favorite sign is “SOLD” 
give the experts at Realty Executives 
a call and let them introduce you to 
the home of your dreams – or sell your 

existing residence or investment prop-
erty – today! 

The grand opening of the company’s 
Old Town Key West office at 605 Simon-
ton St., will be held in early 2020.

For more information on Realty Execu-
tives call 305-394-4750, or email ChelleBe 
Blades at Blades@RealtyExecutives.com 

To contact Bernice Schafer call 
305-509-0469 or email Bernice@
RealtyExecutives.com

keysscribe@gmail.com

From left, Blades and staff at the new Realty Executives office on Sum-
merland Key.

See Map

5
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 1424 White Street, Key West, FL 33040 4BR/3BA Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 611 Grinnell St. #4, Old Town, Key West  
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 724 Eaton Street, Key West
Everett Watkins
Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty

305-304-4269

5 1215 Newton St. Key West, FL 33040
Tina M Masters
Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate Co. (KW)

305-923-0062

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key

4

2 

3
5
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Truman & Co. 20/09/19  $599,000  $567,500 42 Spoonbill Wy, #2 1999 Townhouse 3 No 4

Royal Palms Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 23/09/19  $550,000  $540,000 208 Golf Club Dr 2000 Single Fam 2 No 4

Key West Vacation Prop & Realty Coastal Collection 24/09/19  $429,000  $425,000 3930 Roosevelt Blvd, S410 1991 Condo 3 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 19/09/19  $439,000  $429,000 3029 Roosevelt Blvd, #43 2000 Townhouse 2 No 2

Coastal Collection Keller Williams KW Compass 20/09/19  $475,000  $440,000 1402 Olivia St, #3 1943 Condo 1 No 2

Truman & Co. Realty Executives Key West 20/09/19  $1,095,000  $1,000,000 605 Simonton St 1948 Commercial 1 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Coldwell Banker Schmitt 20/09/19  $1,750,000  $1,750,000 328 Simonton St 1928 Multi-Unit 3 No 1

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 18/09/19  $595,000  $570,000 202 Southard St 1991 Condo 1 No 0

Based on information from the KWAR MLS for the period of September 18th, 2019 to September 25th, 2019



624 Whitehead Street in Old Town • 305-499-9100 • DivineKeyWest.com
Walk-Ins Welcome • Open Mon - Sat: 10am to 5pm • Sundays by appointment

FULL SERVICE MEDICAL SPA with Professional Aesthetics Team, offering...
• HYDRAFACIALTM • CELLULITE REDUCTION with Velashape IIITM

• PERMANENT FAT REDUCTION with Ultrashape PowerTM

• MASSAGES: Deep Tissue, Swedish, CBD Massage, Pre-Natal Massage,
Thai Massage, Couple Massage

• BOTOX & INJECTABLE TREATMENTS • IV NUTRITIONAL THERAPY • ACUPUNCTURE

Everyone is happier
and more confident
when you can look

and feel your
best... and that
is what drives

us at DIVINE
MEDICAL

SPA!


