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IT’S OUR 35th YEAR IN BUSINESS!

WE’RE CELEBRATING STOREWIDE WITH 

SELECT ITEMS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT 

MARKED DOWN TO 35% OFF!

Come in today

Celebrate wıth us!

Join the Celebration
at one of our Keys locations:

F U R N I T U R E  •  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  •  F L O O R I N G  •  W I N D O W  T R E A T M E N T S  •  K I T C H E N S  &  B A T H S

KEY LARGO
305-451-5700

MM 99 Median

KEY WEST
305-295-6400

Searstown by Publix

MARATHON
305-743-4397

MM 50 Oceanside

www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

YEARS

AND LOOK FOR THESE 
SPECIAL MARKDOWN TAGS!

By Roger C. Kostmayer

In order to protect democracy, 
which is the first responsibility 

of our government, we the peo-
ple must be given all the facts. 
Refusal to allow testimony from 
key fact witnesses would clearly 
reveal a cover up and a sham im-
peachment trial, and would con-
stitute forfeiting our aspirational 
goal of a government of, by and 
for the people. As Judge Jackson 
said: Presidents aren’t kings.  The 
principle that no one is above the 
law must be preserved, and only 
you and I can do that.

In order to fairly judge if an in-
dividual has violated his oath of 
office and should be removed by 
impeachment, the House of Rep-
resentatives must present charges. 

Then, two-thirds of the Senate is 
required to convict based on ALL 
THE RELEVANT FACTS, TES-
TIMONY and DOCUMENTS.

A majority of the American 
people, and of both political 
parties, say they want a full, fair 
and transparent impeachment 
process, which means hearing 
all the relevant witnesses and 
testimony. 

It would only take about four 
Republican Senators to vote for 
hearing key first hand witnesses 
(like John Bolton, Mick Mul-
vaney, Counsel McGahn, Secre-
tary of Defense Esper, VP Pence, 
Secretary Pompeo and perhaps 
President Trump) to insure we 
follow our Constitution.   

Why would you not want to 
hear the truth? 

We Need To Know Citizen’s Police Academy 
Begins Jan 29th
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to be a 

Key West Police Officer, now’s your chance! 
The Key West Police Department is conven-
ing its Citizen’s Police Academy, beginning on 
January 29th.

Classes are held every Wednesday from 
6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. for 10 weeks.

The Citizen’s Police Academy offers 
hands-on experience, placing participants 
in the shoes of a Key West Police Officer 
to better understand what it’s like to be a 
law enforcement officer. You’ll learn how a 
crime scene is unraveled and find out how 
our detectives tackle crime. You’ll meet our 
K9 and mounted units and learn why each 
is essential for addressing the needs of our 
community. You’ll learn about the tools 
available to police to keep our residents and 
visitors safe.

Space is limited, so early registration is rec-
ommended. Applications are available on the 
City’s web site at www.cityofkeywest-fl-gov. 
For more information, or to reserve a seat, call 
Lt. Joe Tripp at 305-809-1027. 

Officers Janeth Del Cid and Derek Wallis serv-
ing as part of the Department’s Bicycle Unit.
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Key Wester Andy 
Griffiths has a better 

idea of the scale of the 
climate crisis than most.

That’s because for 
nearly half a century the fishing boat 
entrepreneur turned longtime School 
Board member has lived on the same 
canal-front Key Haven street, where he 
can keep track of the rising water in his 
own backyard.

“My father built his dock higher in 
1969, after observing that during the 
full moon spring tides, the neighbors’ 
docks would get wet,” Griffiths said 
recently. “So he built his a full cinder 
block higher. That was fine for several 

years, but . . . right now my brother 
lives in that house (Griffiths himself 
had moved down the street) and he’s 
had to add yet another cinder block 
in height. It all happens so slowly that 
many people don’t notice, but when 
you live right next to it, you can real-
ly see the changes, and the direction 
we’re heading. We never talked about 
‘king tides’ when we were growing up. 

That’s a new idea.”
If “hindsight” really “is 2020” as 

at least one federal primary campaign 
has declared in this fractious election 
year, then this may be the first time the 
county commission kicks off the new 
year and legislative season with a focus 
on climate change-related issues near 

the top of its agenda.
Furthermore, a key component of 

an emerging country strategy will be 
securing as much financial support 
as possible from governments which 
in the past have been hostile to the 
very concept the existence of climate 
change in both Tallahassee and D.C.

“The Monroe County Board of 
County Commissioners are leading 

the country in climate change and 
sea-level rise conversations,” County 
Administrator Roman Gastesi stated 
in a Jan. 2 press release. “In Decem-
ber, the County hosted the Southeast 
Florida Regional Climate Change 
Leadership Summit and will contin-
ue to plan forward while tackling the 

topic head-on with courageous com-
munication.

“The County continued its efforts to 
lessen the burden on local taxpayers by 
securing millions of dollars in federal 
and state funding for needed programs 
and projects while we continue to work 
on reimbursements from FEMA for 
Hurricane Irma expenses,” he added.

The crisis is heating up all over 
the world.

Early in 2019 a blue ribbon panel 
advising current Democratic candi-
date for president Michael Bloomberg 
on climate issues recommended, after 
a decade of study, a slew of expensive 
measures to protect low-lying New 
York city.

K E Y  N E W S

 X Continued on page 4

Climate change issue front and center on 2020 
county agenda

A Strong Back Float Can Save Your Life!
Most drownings 
can be prevented 

if we relax 
on our back!

We need to practice 
the back float 

every time 
we swim!

www.keys2swim.com

At left, this concrete dock was built by the family of Key Haven resident Andy 
Griffiths in 1972. It now floods regularly, right.
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The year ended with the apocalyptic specter of 
Australian bush-fires.

The climate crisis is now an issue in the ecological-
ly vulnerable Florida Keys.

“It’s certainly an issue that’s going to be extreme-
ly important in the future,” District 4 County 
Commissioner David Rice said. “Frankly it’s being 
looked at very carefully by governments all over 
Florida. We have some neighborhoods in the Keys 
whose roads have been underwater for days. Cli-
mate change is here, and we have a lot of decisions 
to make in terms of dealing with it. As a county 
we’re very much the canary in the coal mine, due 
to our living on low-lying islands.”

It’s a sparsely populated coal mine at that. With 
just 60,000 residents and more coastline that any 
other county in Florida, the Keys will need help 
adapting to climate change.

“At the moment we’re waiting to see the results 
of a nearly $2 million analysis just for country 
roads, as well as a $3 million study being under-
taken by the Army Corps of Engineers,” Gastesi 
said. “Once we have that information we can de-
cide ‘what’s the game plan? What needs to be done? 
Once we have a cost estimate we can formulate a 
plan, much like we did with the wastewater/sewer 
issue. We actually signed a climate change compact 
12 years ago. [December’s summit in Key West was 
the 11th in the past 12 years.”

For the time being, at least, action will follow 
the studies.

And Key Westers will continue to eye the rising 
waters with concern.

“When I walk down a street these days, I auto-
matically look at the elevation of houses,” Griffiths 
said. “The people who are six or seven feet high will 
be golden. Those who are six or seven inches are 
going to have problems.” 

keysscribe@aol.com

Climate change issue...
 X Continued from page 3
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Auditions for ‘Twice 
Told Tales’ 2020

Key West’s The-
atreXP, in as-

sociation with The 
Studios of Key 

West, is holding auditions for the al-
ways-popular “Twice Told Tales”, an 
evening of contrasting monologues.

Needed are 16 actors, any age, any 
gender.

Auditions will be held Sunday, 
January 12, 2020, at 6:30 pm in the 
Helmerich Theater, The Studios of Key 
West, 533 Eaton Street, 2nd Floor.

Production dates are Friday and 
Saturday, March 6 & 7, at the Studios. 
Actors will be paid if cast.

“Twice Told Tales” has been the 
hit of the past two Summer Stage sea-
sons – so much so that The Studios 
of Key West asked TheatreXP to pro-

duce the event in-season. The night 
features eight monologues, each de-
veloped by a separate director with 
two different actors, who must deliv-

er the monologue in two completely 
different ways.

“It’s a fun, surprising, and often 
illuminating evening of theatre,” said 
TheatreXP’s Bob Bowersox, “and the 
audiences have really loved the show. 
And it reveals how direction and actor 
interpretation can completely change 
a piece of writing. It really shows the 
magic of theater.”

Anyone interested in auditioning 
may read for the directors at the au-
ditions. Monologues will be provided.

For more information, call Theatr-
eXP at 302-540-6102 or email theatr-
expkeywest@gmail.com. 

“It’s a fun, surprising, and often illuminating 
evening of theatre,” said TheatreXP’s Bob 
Bowersox, “and the audiences have really 
loved the show. And it reveals how direction 
and actor interpretation can completely 
change a piece of writing. It really shows the 
magic of theater.”
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BUY A BANNER AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR ALL OUR 

WOUNDED WARRIORS during Key West soldier ride 2020!

Photo: DarrellParks.com

EMAIL SHARON AT 
SOLFORLIFE1@GMAIL.COM
FOR MORE INFO!

United Way of The Florida 
Keys Seeks Volunteers for 
Tax Preparation Program
Florida Keys – United Way of the Flor-

ida Keys is seeking volunteers to as-
sist with a free tax preparation program 
for households with limited incomes in 
Monroe County. Volunteers are needed 
to work as IRS-certified tax prep assis-
tants or greeters. Bilingual volunteers are 
especially needed as tax prep assistants, 
greeters or translators.

After attending a free, one day, 
hands-on training on January 10 in Key 
West or January 11 in Marathon, and 
passing the online certification, volun-
teers assist at tax preparation events. 
These are regularly scheduled during 
the weekday or evening throughout 
the Keys, January - April. Volunteers’ 
scheduling and location are flexible. 
(Translators are not required to partici-
pate in the one-day training.)

Through this program, volunteers 
help fellow Keys residents maximize 
their tax return so they are better able to 
provide for their families, thereby mak-
ing our community more affordable. No 
experience is necessary, just a willing-
ness to learn, grow and serve.

The VITA (Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance) program is designed to assist 
qualified taxpayers with completion of 
their annual tax returns and to ensure 
that limited income families receive ev-
ery available benefit. 

UWFK is pleased to offer the VITA 
program through a grant from Wells 
Fargo.

For more information about becom-
ing a VITA volunteer, please contact 
VITA@KeysUnitedWay.org or 305-
735-1929. 

Rowan Ricardo 
Phillips at the Friends 
of the Key West 
Library Lecture Series 
January 13
The Friends of the Key West Library 

will kick off its 2020 Speaker Series 
on January 13 with Rowan Ricardo 
Phillips, author of The Circuit: A Ten-
nis Odyssey, winner of the 2019 PEN/
ESPN Award for Literary Sports Writ-
ing. Mr. Phillips talk will take place at 
the Tropic Cinema on Eaton Street at 
6:00 p.m.  

Seating starts at 5:40 on a first 
come, first served basis. Admission to 
the lectures is free. Phillips’ appear-
ance is made possible by the Key West 
Literary Seminar. 
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GRACE POTTER at Sunset Green Event Lawn on 
Sunday, January 12
Key West, FL – Rams Head Promo-

tions is proud to present Grace 
Potter at Sunset Green Event Lawn 
for her headlining 2020 tour in sup-
port of her forthcoming album Day-
light, due out October 25th, 2019.  

An acclaimed songwriter and elec-
trifying performer, Potter has been 
described by Spin as “one of the great-
est living voices in rock today.” Over 
the course of her career, the Burling-
ton, VT native has commanded stages 
around the world including Coachel-
la, Lollapalooza, Bonnaroo, Rock in 
Rio and her own thriving music festi-
val, Burlington’s Grand Point North, 
which just celebrated its ninth year. 

Every pair of tickets purchased for 
the tour will include a digital down-

load or CD copy of the new album 
(album bundle not available for DC or 
Vancouver shows). Fans will also have 
the opportunity to purchase a “Day-
light Experience” VIP package which 
includes one premium reserved ticket 
or general admission ticket with early 
entry, access to a private 3-song pre-
show performance by Grace, one lim-
ited edition screen printed tour poster 
autographed by Grace, one bottle of 
Grace’s Midnight Gold Maple Syrup 
(certified Vermont organic), and a 
merchandise shopping opportunity 
before doors open to the public. The 
Daylight Experience will be available 
here when tickets go on sale to the 

general public on Friday, September 
27: https://www.cidentertainment.
com/events/grace-potter-tour.

Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.keywestconcertseries.com or vis-
iting the Key West Theater box office 
at 512 Eaton Street. Vacation packages 
available at www.24northhotel.com 
Lawn chairs and blankets are allowed. 

About the Sunset Green Event 
Lawn: Sunset Green Event Lawn is a 
multipurpose event space located be-
tween 24 North Hotel and The Gates 
Hotel. Surrounded by luxurious pools 
and lush greenery, Sunset Green is the 
ultimate escape to indulge in the Key 
West lifestyle. 

GRACE POTTER
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SIGN UP FREE TODAY to receive
daily local news & information...

the largest subscription digital news in the
Florida Keys! Delivered to your in-box... 

News • Weather
Community Events

Limelight Photo Gallery
Real Estate • Music

Entertainment • Sports
Theatre • Dining
Movie Reviews

Fishing • Dance
Art Galleries

And it’s ALL FREE...
just sign up at:

KonkLife.com/Blast

KONK
Blast!
KONK
Blast!

FREE
Every Day!

The Studios of Key West presents “Bubba’s 
Fables,” a live theater event for kids
Three free performances offered at the Truman Waterfront Park Playground on January 11

On Saturday, January 11th, The 
Studios of Key West presents 

“Bubba’s Fables,” a free live theater 
event for kids at the Truman Water-
front Park Playground. Performed 
by members of the Key West Drama 
Club, show times are 10am, 11am, 
and 3pm. Performances are free, and 
will take place by the splash pad.

Taking inspiration from classic Ae-
sop’s fables, local writers Pony Charvet 
and Juliet have created “Bubba’s Fa-
bles,” adapting the beloved stories to 
feature Key West history and charac-
ters. The short plays include: The Peli-

can and the Starfish, Coffee Butler and 
the Spring Breakers, and Hercules and 
the Caroline Street Hot Dog Vendor, 
among others. 

Perfect for kids aged 10 and un-

der, “Bubba’s Fables” is made possible 
through support from the Florida Keys 
Council for the Arts, the Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys, and 
the Fleming Street Faith Center. 

Photos by Juliet Gray and Larry Blackburn

Photos by Juliet Gray and Larry Blackburn
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Stock Island Arts 
District Second 
Saturday Art Strolls 
January 11
The I Love Stock Island Initia-

tive, along with the artists, 
makers and craftsmen who call 
Stock Island home, have teamed 
up to create the new Stock Island 
Arts District. 

The area encompasses Collec-
tions Key West at Safe Harbor 
Marina, The Art Shack at 6404 
Front Street, The Shops at the 
Perry Hotel including the Green 
Pineapple at 7001 Shrimp Road, 
Stock Yard Studios and Soul-
House at 5700 4th Ave., The 
Studios at Stock Island Marina 
Village at 7005 Shrimp Road and 
Washed Up Studios in their new 
location at 6475 2nd Street. Each 
spot offers a variety of eclectic 
shops and working studios with 
multiple artists and disciplines 
from sculptures to woodworking, 
mosaics to screen printing, soaps 
to fabric art along with several 

retail and gallery buying oppor-
tunities. There’s a few stand-alone 
studios that will be open for view-
ing, as well, including Yodanis 
Studios at 6310 2nd Street.

Guests are invited to ‘stroll’ at 
their leisure to the studios, many 
within walking distance of each 
other, every Second Saturday of 
the month through April. Some 
artists will offer drawings for great 
prizes and delicious food & bev-
erages. It’s free to attend and free 
to park. Guests can look for the 
bright pink ‘Arts District’ banners 
flying proud at each location and 
follow the route on the mobile 
map accessible at www.ILove-
StockIsland.org on Saturday. The 
next Stroll will February 8, just in 
time for Valentines.

For more information visit 
www.ILoveStockIsland.org or call 
Jill Snodgrass at 305.731.5780. 

Festival Honoring Iconic 
Playwright Tennessee 
Williams Gets Underway 
March 1
In celebration of Tennessee Williams, 

the Pulitzer Prize-winning literary 
icon that moved to Key West in 1949 
and where he remained a resident for 34 
years, the Key West Art & Historical So-
ciety presents the “Tennessee Williams 
Birthday Celebration.” 

The festival consists of a series of arts 
and cultural events set to take place from 
February 22 through March 30 at multi-
ple Key West venues.  

With a 2020 theme of “The Women 
of Tennessee Williams,” event highlights 
include a limited-ticket fundraiser on 
March 1 at the home of Tennessee Wil-
liams Museum founders Dennis Bea-
ver and Bert Whitt, a plein air painting 
contest, a series of curator tours at the 
award-winning museum located at 513 
Truman Ave., showings of Williams’ 
classic films at the Tropic Cinema, a po-
etry and short story competition, perfor-
mances of ‘Talking Tennessee with Tan-
dy Cronyn & Joel Vig’ at The Studios 

of Key West, and a party at the museum 

celebrating Tennessee Williams’ birth-

day on March 26 which includes con-

test award presentations, prosecco, and 

birthday cake.

For a full listing of events and locations, 

visit kwahs.org. Your Museums. Your Com-

munity.  It takes an Island. 

2020 Annual Tennessee Williams Birthday 
Celebration
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Florida Keys Council of 
the Arts: 2020 Upper 
Keys Members Art Show 
“Flora and Fauna”
The Florida Keys Council of the Arts 

is proud to announce our 2020 
Upper Keys Members Show, “Small 
Works: Flora and Fauna”. The Open-
ing Reception will be held Saturday, 
January 11, from 1:00 – 4:00 pm at 
the Key Largo Library, 101485 Over-
seas Hwy, Key Largo. The public is in-
vited, refreshments will be served, and 
there is ample free parking. The exhi-
bition will remain on display through 
January 29, 2020.

This show encourages artists to cele-
brate the magnificent flora and fauna of 
the fabulous Florida Keys.

This Upper Keys Arts Council Mem-
ber’s Show at Key Largo Library sup-
ports the Art in Public Buildings pro-
gram which offers an alternate space for 
artists to display their work.

The Florida Keys Council of the 
Arts supports visual, literary and per-
forming artists and cultural organiza-
tions throughout the Keys with several 
grant programs and scholarships. We 
connect artists to each other and to 
their audiences.

Contact the Arts Council at 305-
295-4369 with any questions.

Please join or renew your member-
ship today. Visit keysarts.com or call 
305-296-4369. 

“Pink in the Wild”, oil painting by Claudia 
Moriarty.

Dolphin Research Center to 
Welcome Wounded Warriors for 
Dolphin Swim

Grassy Key…On Friday, January 
10th, Dolphin Research Center 

(DRC) will welcome more than 40 
military veterans from the Wound-
ed Warrior Project’s annual Soldier 
Ride to enjoy a Dolphin Encounter 
dolphin swim free of charge during 
the annual Charles Evans Day for the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 

The group, along with caregivers 
and Wounded Warrior Project staff, is 
expected to arrive at DRC at 12 noon. 

Members of the public are invited to 
come earlier and join DRC staff and 
volunteers at 11:30 a.m. as they line 
up to give a heroes’ welcome to the 
participants. 

Admission to DRC is free for cur-
rent members. Other visitors may pay 
general admission or become members 
with their donations when they get to 
DRC. Dolphin Research Center is lo-
cated at 58901 Overseas Highway, mile 
marker 59, on Grassy Key. 
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2020 Season 

Jan 12 - Blake Pouliot, Violinist
Mozart • Bartók • Kreisler • Janáček • Prokofiev • Sarasate 

at St. Paul’s Church• 4pm 
keywestimpromptu.org

SAME OR NEXT DAY 
APPOINTMENTS

CARDIOLOGY OF THE KEYS

Key West • Marathon • 305.674.CARE

Physician and location subject to availability.

• The only Ivy League affiliated cardiology practice in South Florida.
• Close to you with two convenient locations in the Keys.

• Mount Sinai Medical Center has been named one of the nation’s
100 Top Hospitals by IBM Watson HealthTM for two consecutive years,
and is the only hospital in South Florida to be named to the 2019 list.

Dr. Joan Homan Dr. Ray Rodriguez Dr. Roger Steinfeld

Gastesi: 2019 A Year in Review – 2020 looking 
into the new decade
As we welcome a new decade, Mon-

roe County staff is proud of the 
work that was done this past year to 
enhance the quality of the lives of our 
citizens, business owners, and visitors.

The Monroe County Board of 
County Commissioners are leading the 
country in climate change and sea-lev-
el rise conversations. In December, the 
County hosted the Southeast Florida 
Regional Climate Change Leadership 
Summit and will continue to plan for-
ward while tackling the topic head-on 
with courageous communication.

The County continued its efforts to 
lessen the burden on local taxpayers by 
securing millions of dollars in federal 

and state funding for needed programs 
and projects while we continue to 
work on reimbursements from FEMA 
for Hurricane Irma expenses. 

At the state level, $6 million was se-
cured for water quality projects, $5 mil-
lion for land acquisition, and $750,000 
for the vessel pump-out program. The 
County has been working with the State 
Department of Economic Opportuni-
ty to garner $105 million in funds ear-
marked for Florida Keys households that 
are rebuilding by repairing, elevating, or 
reconstructing damaged homes caused 
by Irma and for housing mitigation pro-
grams, including purchasing two trailer 
parks and scattered lots to rebuild new 

resilient homes, primarily in the Big 
Pine Key area and Conch Key.

Project Management obtained 
grant funding to fix Irma damaged 
historic properties in Key West and 
Pigeon Key. It was with great pride 
that Project Management and Public 
Works were able to upgrade the hur-
ricane-damaged lighting at both Big 
Pine Community Park and Harry 
Harris Park in Key Largo.

The Office of Sustainability cele-
brated the completion of its 257-canal 
marine debris removal project that was 

 X Continued on page 12
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federally and state grant-funded in Oc-
tober. The project stayed on time and 
under budget resulting in the addition 
of more canals added to the project.

Monroe County Fire Rescue had a 
busy year and will be graduating its 
second “Hot Shot” class targeted to 
residents at its fire training academy 
in mid-January. The County also took 
possession of its third Trauma Star he-
licopter to provide life-saving flights 
to the mainland. The program contin-
ues to fly a record number of patients 
while continuing to transport all Mon-
roe County residents with no out-of-
pocket costs.

Monroe County Emergency Manage-
ment activated with the threat of Hur-
ricane Dorian. Although we fared well, 
some of our neighbors in the Bahamas 
did not. County staff volunteered and do-
nated to Bahamas relief, and the County 
was able to “pay it forward” to help Bre-
vard County when they were on the brink 
of exhaustion after the hurricane loomed 
off their shoreline for five days.

The Key West airport improvement 
projects continue with the airport ex-
panding nonstop services to 14 major 
cities. The airport also welcomed a 
new deputy director and a Marathon 
Airport manager. Our airports are the 
first sight for many when they arrive 
in Monroe County, and the County is 
proud of the future of the airports. 

For our residents in need, the Coun-
ty’s Social Services, Veteran’s Affairs, 
and Guardian ad Litem departments 
continued efforts to help children, se-
niors, veterans, and homeless residents 
in need. This is also a good time to 
thank a group of County staff who vol-
unteer on their days off to curate holi-
day meals for homebound residents in 
the Florida Keys.

The County’s five libraries contin-
ue to be community centers. While 
many communities across the nation 
may see a decline in library use, the 
groundbreaking of the new Marathon 
library will be an extension of Middle 
Keys resident’s living room. And, this 
year, the community enjoyed the 60th 
anniversary of the Key West library at 

its current location with jazz music un-
der the stars.

From Ocean Reef to Key West, ev-
eryday tasks included providing build-
ing permits, enforcing County codes, 
maintaining County facilities, roads, 
bridges, its vehicle fleet, overseeing 
trash collection and recycling, keep-
ing information flowing to the public, 
and producing and administering a 
$472.6 million FY20 budget. In 2019, 
the Commissioners and County staff 
made the community – a community 
we can all be proud of – our top priori-
ty by striving to make our island home 
a beautiful and safe place to live, work, 
and play. Looking into 2020 and a new 
decade in front of us, we will continue 
to balance our resilient community. 

GASTESI: 2019... 
 X Continued from page 11
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An alcoholic doctor; a 
love-deprived bache-

lor; an pedantic academic; 
a seductive young wom-
an; a plain, hardworking, 

loveless girl; a broken-hearted artist.
Any student of classic theater would 

probably recognize these characters as 
pure Chekhov, and more to the point, 
from Chekhov’s definitive “Uncle Van-
ya”. And they’d be correct. However, 
in the hands of another great mod-
ern-day playwright – Philadelphia’s 
Aaron Posner – they show themselves 
as anything but.

Posner, who has delved into 
re-imaginings of other Chekhov mas-
terpieces in his “No Sisters” (“Three 
Sisters”), and “Stupid F**king Bird” 
(“The Seagull”), knows his territory, 
and knows it well enough that he can 
take any sedate Chekhovian trope and 
turn it into a direct and flat-out funny 
theatrical moment. 

He certainly does that in spades 
in the upcoming production of his 
“Life Sucks”, opening Tuesday, Jan-
uary 14th at the Red Barn Theatre 
in Key West for a four-week run. 
Starring a bevy of top Key West tal-
ent and directed by Red Barn Artistic 
Director Joy Hawkins, the play takes 
Chekhov places he probably never 
meant to go.

Seriously, there is no way in the 
world Chekhov would have begun a 
scene by having a character – the “se-
ductive young woman” – directly ad-
dress the audience with the line, “How 
many of you would just…pretty much 
like to have sex with me?” But Posner 
does, and it’s indicative of the kind of 
fun you’ll find in this play.

Posner hasn’t substantially changed 
Chekhov’s plot from “Uncle Vanya”. 
Like the original, an aging professor 
brings his beautiful wife back to his 
family’s rural estate. She immediately 

becomes the center of everyone’s at-
tention – including everyone in the 
audience, as Posner has her directly 
address those watching the play (in 
fact, every character gets their chance 
to do so). He compounds that situa-
tion by sending everyone into a frenzy 
by having the professor announce his 
plans to sell the estate, which has dire 
implications for all the other charac-
ters. At this point, things begin to un-
ravel spectacularly.

The brilliance of Posner’s take on 
Chekhov’s introspective study of rela-
tionships is how he opens it up, energiz-
es it, and by doing so, gives us a mod-
ern view of unfulfilled desires feeding 
unattainable wishes that ignore obvious 
blessings right in front of us. A giggle 
plays into a laugh which begets a guf-
faw which yields an outright explosion 
of laughter. It’s a great time, with Posner 
giving his actors plenty of room to show 
off exquisite timing and pitch-perfect 
delivery of gut-punch lines.

“Life Sucks” stars a dream cast for 
such a play – David Black, George Di-
Braud, Aaron Duclos, Jessica Miano 
Kruel, Karl M. Stahl, Caroline Taylor, 

and Susannah Wells.

Tickets are available at redbarnthe-
atre.com or by calling 305-296-9911. 
There will be a Reduced-Price Preview 
on Monday, January 13, and those 
with tickets to the Opening Night on 
January 14 are invited to join cast and 
crew at the catered Opening Night 
party following that evening’s perfor-
mance. There will be an “Artists In 
Conversation” talkback with the cast 
and director following the Saturday, 
January 18 performance. Audience 
members are invited to remain to dis-
cuss the play.

“Life Sucks” is sponsored by 
KONKLife, Design Group Key West, 
Wonderdog Studios, and by grants 
from the Florida Department of State 
Division of Cultural Affairs and the 
Tourist Development Council. 

‘LIFE SUCKS’: Chekhov Hilariously Re-imagined

George DiBraud, Jessica Miano Kruel, David Black, Susannah Wells, Aaron Duclos, 
Carolyn Taylor, and Karl Stahl star in Aaron Posner’s LIFE SUCKS at the Red Barn. 
Photos by Larry Blackburn
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com


Thursday 01/09

Michael McCloud

Noon - 5:00 pm

MIKE NASH DUO

6:30 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

 

Friday 01/10
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

SOUTHERN DRAWL BAND

6:30 - 11:30pm

 

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 01/11

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

SOUTHERN DRAWL BAND

6:30 - 11:30pm

MAGIC OF FRANK EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Sunday 01/12
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

LAST MANGO DUO

6:30 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

Monday 01/13
Raven Cooper 

Noon - 5:00 pm 

DAVE RICHARDS

6:30 - 10:45pm

Tuesday 01/14
GARY HEMPSEY

noon - 5pm

ISLAND TIME DUO

6:30pm - 11pm 

Tuesday 01/15
TONY BALTIMORE

noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER

6:30 - 11pm

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!
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MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am 

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350

smokintunasaloon.com


Thursday 01/09

Neal Elder 5pm 
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 01/10

Neal Elder 5pm 

Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Saturday 01/11

Neal Elder 5pm 

Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Saturday 01/12

Nick Brownell 5pm

Sheldon Benton 9pm

Saturday 01/13

Scott Kirby 5pm 

Myles Mancuso & Friends 9pm

Saturday 01/14

Scott Kirby 5pm 
Charlie Miller 9pm

Saturday 01/15

Scott Kirby & Caffeine Carl 5pm
THE MASSACOUSTICS 9:00 PM

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com



Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street,  
Key West FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com



Thursday 01/09

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Peter 

Diamond and James King 5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond and Friends 8-11

Friday 01/10

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Gayla 

Morgan 5:30-7:30

Ericson Holt 8-11   

Saturday 01/11

Piano Bar Happy Hour Peter  

Diamond and James King 5:30-7:30

Dom Carelli Quartet featuring Tim 

Mayer 8-11 

Sunday 01/12

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Any 

Mayo 5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11  

Monday 01/13

Sing-A- Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond Jam Session 8-11  

Tuesday 01/14

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with Larry Baeder 

8-11  

Wednesday 01/15

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 

Heins 5:30-7:30 

Victoria Horne 8-11

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14 Tim Carter Band is back 

at the Hog’s Breath 
Saloon
Tim Carter returns to the late-night 

shift spot, 9 p.m. – 1 a.m. on the 
outdoor stage at the Hog’s Breath Sa-
loon, 400 Front St., Jan. 13 - 19.

Tim Carter brings an eclectic sound 
to the Hog, including rock, folk, blues, 
country, and bluegrass. Tim & his band 
are looking forward to playing selections 
for their Key West friends and fans. Tim 
is just back from a European tour.

Stop by, and hear why the band makes 
new fans no matter what shift the band 
plays at the Hog’s Breath Saloon. For 
more information, call 296-4222. 

• Competitive Pricing!

• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!

• We Look Forward To
Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.

Your
LOCAL

Keys Gas
Distributor!
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T E R R Y ’ S  P I C K Y  P A L A T E 

Antonia’s has it all: Delicious meaty meals, 
sumptuous seafood, and vegetarian delights
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFF COLUMNIST

I’ll say it: I love meat.
And since I’ve been living in Key 

West. I’ve also come to really love sea-
food. It’s a given nowadays that I rare-
ly leave a restaurant without enjoying 
some kind of meat – or a seafood 
dish. When I’m sent out to review a 
local eatery, I mostly choose what I’m 
to review and I usually try to include 
a lot of the restaurant’s specialties. It’s 
one of the great pleasures of this job. 
Though far from being a vegetarian, 
I often come across some delicious 
meatless meals and find that increas-
ingly, I am delighted by the innova-
tive ways this city’s chefs create new 
things to do using neither seafood nor 
meat. I was reminded of this recently 
when I sampled some of the tasty of-
ferings at Antonia’s Restaurant.

Ironically I began with Beef Ten-
derloin Carpaccio, one of Antonia’s 
specialties. Ironic, because this is a 
dish that’s about as meaty, RAW-
meaty, as you can get, sliced so pa-
per thin it’s impossible to prepare at 
home. Antonia’s serves those tender 
slices of delicate beef nestled among 
sprigs of baby arugula, and cornich-
ons, scattered with generous shards 
of deliciously crumbly and salty im-
ported Parmigiano Reggiano cheese, 
drizzled with rare white truffle oil.

There was plenty more to come, 
starting with the Shiitake Mushroom 
Frittata, one of several available daily 
at this legendary restaurant. It was top-
notch tasty and satisfying, with perfect-
ly cooked asparagus, sweet roasted red 
pepper, and aromatic goat cheese.

From there we moved to a seafood 

delicacy, a Maine Lobster Caesar Sal-

ad. Maine  lobster is still one of my 

favorite foods on the planet. (I once 

ate a pet because it happened to be a 

lobster - true story!)

Succulent claw meat tossed with 

crispy romaine, crunchy ciabatta 

croutons, and more Parmesan, it was 

fantastic.

At this point in the meal I was ex-

pecting some kind of delightful ani-

mal protein for my main course. To 
my surprise I was presented instead 
with a half-bowl of another house 
specialty, the Fettuccine with Button 
& Shiitake Mushrooms.

Where’s the beef? I wondered.
But I had missed the point. For 

this jaw-dropping flavor was a true 
revelation to me. Could I live as a 
vegetarian? You bet, if this kind of 
food was part of that future. Yes, 
truthfully, that fresh, house-made 
pasta and melt-in-your-mouth mush-
rooms really were that good, as were 
the asparagus tips, garlic, truffle oil 
and Parmesan Reggiano cheese.

Days have passed since this mem-
orable lunch. I have worked other 
beats; eaten other meals, but the min-
gling of flavors at Antonia’s have lin-
gered in my mind. It’s great to know 
that whatever lifestyle choices or pos-
sibly dietary restrictions lie ahead of 
me, mostly veggie foods – with a little 
seafood thrown in – can be a pleasant 
part of that future.

For anyone else looking for a culi-
nary revelation, I highly recommend 
Antonia’s – the place where those kinds 
of food eureka moments take place.

Antonia’s, 615 Duval St., is ful-
ly-licensed and open for breakfast, 
brunch, lunch, and dinner, from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. , seven days. Credit 
cards are accepted. Don’t miss Anto-
nia’s sister restaurants, Little Pearl, 
and Thirsty Mermaid.

For a reservation, or more infor-
mation, call 305-294-6565, email 
restaurant@antoniaskeywest.com, or 
visit www.antoniaskeywest.com/ 

keysscribe@aol.com

Antonia’s Yohan Chanteloub with a few specialties of the house.
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Michael A. Palmer’s exhibition on January 13th 
through 20th
Artist have to change to grow 

and palmer’s 30+ years painting 
demonstrates some the subtle chang-
es this artist has incorporated into his 
very popular traditional work.  

Palmer approaches each work 
with a plan, allowing the brush 

stokes to take their own forms and 
lead the way – sometimes to repre-
sentational works, and occasionally 
to his love of abstract.

This exhibition will open with a re-
ception Monday, January 13th 2020 
and continue through January 20th. 
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

 Rescue Tail

The Situation 
TARA MCFARLAND
Director of Operations - Marathon Campus

Running at large on Aviation Blvd, 
just in front of our Marathon 

Campus, was a tiny little brown Chi-
huahua. Frightened, the little brown 
dog was running as fast as his little legs 
would carry him. We were careful to 
remain close to the anxious dog, but 
no matter how close we got, or how 
much space we gave him, he just kept 
running. Eventually it became appar-
ent that this little dog was not going to 

stop running, and in fear of him being 
seriously hurt or injured, one of our 
staff took a chance and caught him!

What’s that smell? Unbeknownst to 
our officer, the stray Chihuahua had 
an abscess on his face that instant-
ly burst. The smell was horrible. The 
smell was infection. Something had 
happened to the little dogs face, which 
became infected and was causing him 
so much pain. He was rushed straight 
to our local Veterinarian for emergen-
cy surgery to clean out the wound and 
insert a drain. 

The poor dog was so defeated and 
clearly unamused by his situation. 
Thus, the name stuck, “The Situation.” 
You’ve never seen sad dog eyes, like the 

sad dog eyes this little boy could make. 
He was so small, just a few pounds, 
and had huge brown eyes that looked 
into your soul. Despite being fright-
ened and in pain, he trusted us to take 
care of him and was patient with all 
of the fuss we made over his health. It 
took three surgeries and a partial bone 
removal to completely heal his facial 
wound, and while he was in treatment, 
his new family patiently waited. 

Sharon and David had lost their be-
loved dog and been through some health 
challenges of their own. They knew 
they were missing a dog in their home 
and hearts and instantly fell in love with 
The Situation. His treatment was exten-
sive so we felt it best he remained with 

skilled staff during recovery. Sharon and 
David visited often and were so kind and 
patient with our fragile “Situation.” Fi-
nally came the day they waited for, and 
they brought their new boy, now named 
Coco, home for good. 

From capturing stray dogs, to car-
ing for the scared and injured, when it 
comes to animal welfare we do it all! 
You can be a part of the healing process 
by becoming a foster for our Marathon 
Campus. Fosters help heal the wound-
ed, love the seniors, bottle feed the 
babies and make room in the homes 
for a shelter animal in the event of a 
storm. If you’re interested in learning 
more about our foster program, please 
contact me at Tara@fkspca.org.  
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Don’t wait…a limited amount of $30 tickets are available for Preview performances 
January 14 and 15! 

Opening night tickets, January 16, include 
a catered post show party under the stars 
in the Sculpture Garden!

A very special talk back with the author 
and director will follow the Friday, January 
17 performance!
Tickets available by calling the Box Office -  305-294-5015 or visit our web 
site - waterfrontplayhouse.org. Ask about our other specials: date night, stu-
dent and military discounts

Glass Premieres next week at The Waterfront 
Playhouse

Tennessee Williams, as a young 
playwright at the beginning of his 

career, and Laurette Taylor, a famous 

actress facing the end of hers. They 
meet backstage before the premiere 
of The Glass Menagerie, an unopened 
bottle of Scotch is discovered in her 
dressing room igniting sparks as they 

Actors: Tim Torre and Merry Jo Cortada. Photo: Larry Blackburn

 X Continued on page 20
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B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

are both challenged to face down a common 
demon. Can they come together to create a 
night that will live in infamy, or will their frag-
ile confidence shatter like the fine crystal glass-
es in their hands.

Laurette Taylor is played by Merry Jo Cor-
tada who’s TV and film work includes Abuela 
in the Disney Channel’s ‘Stuck in the Middle’, 
Nita Colon in ‘Lila and Eve’ with Viola Davis 
and Jennifer Lopez, and  Maria opposite Bruce 
Boxleitner in Peter Ettinger’s ‘Bank Heist’.  
This summer found her in NYC performing in  
‘90 Miles of Separation’ at SummerFest and in 

Fort Lauderdale performing in Michael Aman’s 
2 short plays ‘Looking for Dick / Finding Jane’.  

Tim Torre plays Tennessee Williams. Seen last 
season in the Waterfront Playhouse production 
of Sex With Strangers, Tim has also appeared 
in productions of Harvey, Take Me Out, Much 
Ado About Nothing, and A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. Film credits include the lead roles in the 
feature films ‘LOCO’ and ‘Against the Night’. 

Directing Glass, is Michael Bush, currently 
professor of practice at the University of Mi-
ami where he serves as the Artistic Director 
of the Jerry Herman Ring Theatre. Technical 
director Michael Boyer is set designer, Kim 
Hanson, lighting, costume design by Michiko 
Kitayama Skinner with Tim Dahms as pro-
duction stage manager. 

GLASS  Premieres...
 X Continued from page 19

Dennis Hyland and Wayne LaRue Smith, co-proprietors of the Little Room Jazz Club on Duval 
Street welcome Fringe Theater Artistic Director Rebecca Tomlinson to Fringe’s season premier of 
‘An Evening Lost with Lillian Baxter’ at the club. Photo by Pete Arnow.
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Fringe Theater Key West continues its 
run of Lanford Wilson’s poignant ro-

mance, Talley’s Folly.  This timeless tale of 
second chances runs in the Back Room 
of the Key West Theater, at 512 Eaton 
Street, through January 18 at 7pm.

Boy meets girl. Boy loses girl. Boy 
gets girl back. It was the formula of love 
stories for many generations. “It is a clas-
sic love story, but Talley’s Folly gives both 
characters an equal voice in this story,” 
says Mathias Maloff, the show’s director. 
“There’s a real ebb and flow here.”

In just under 90 minutes, Matt must 
convince Sally to open herself to love. 
As the their stories  unfold, a push-pull 
between the characters develops. “It is 
a waltz,” one of Lanford’s characters 
tells us. A waltz that is fascinating to 
watch.  “Part of it is the words, but 
part of it is the chemistry between the 
actors,” Mathias adds.

Although an unlikely pair on the sur-
face, Sally and Matt begin a verbal “Pas-
de-Deux,” in which the mysteries of 
their personal lives are finally revealed. 

Sally Tally is played by Lauren 
Thompson, who was born and raised 
in Key West. “I honed my acting skills 
in the backyard of my grandmother’s 
home,” she jokes, remembering per-

formances on the stages of Mary Im-
maculate and the original Key West 
High School auditorium. She moved 
from the rock to pursue her dreams, 
and discovered her dreams were back 
here.  This is her first show with the 
Fringe Theater.

Matt Friedman is played by Ross 
Pipkin, who moved to the island 17 
years ago. “I met so many talented 
people on this island. It made me want 
to get back into acting. So I did!” Ross 
has built a substantial body of theatri-
cal work since then and has been seen 
on most of the island’s stages. His first 
production with Fringe was last sum-
mer’s The Pride. 

Talley’s Folly is stage managed by 
Sam Messier. Lights are designed by 
Kendall Cameron and Daashia Co-
chrin. Board Op is Su Nubia. Stage 

crew includes Don Lynch, Jim Beyl, 
Kelton Skipper, Charlie Bengel, and 
Jerry Ginsberg. 

General Admission tickets for Tal-
ley’s Folly are $35 and are available 
online at www.fringetheater.org or by 
calling the Fringe Box Office at 305-
731-0581. Seating is limited, so ad-
vanced ticket purchase is encouraged. 
Doors for the Back Room at Key West 
Theater open at 6:30, and the show be-
gins at 7 PM. The Key West Theater 
offers and full bar with munchies.

Fringe Theater is Key West’s com-
munity-focused theater. It offers 
unique opportunities for people to 
see and do theater. Fringe is a 501c3 
nonprofit with a vibrant and inclusive 
outreach and education program. For 
more information about Fringe, con-
tact info@fringetheater.org. 

Fringe Theater Stages Lanford Wilson’s Talley’s Folly

Talley’s Folly is presented in the Back Room at the Key West Theater, January 8-18.

Lauren Thompson (Sally) and Ross 
Pipkin (Matt) from Fringe Theater’s 
production of Talley’s Folly.
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Senior Citizens Center Luncheon 
Photos by Ralph De Palma



Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
Ashley Williamson
at 410-999-4917
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS

Buy One
Get One
FREE

Valid for Any Beer or Well Drinks Only
One per person per day 

Not valid with any other o�ers, or
during special events and pivate parties
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The gift of a new home...
and hassle-free qualifying!

Since 1998, Kristen has created the best home loan scenarios for her clients with her industry 
knowledge, creativity and expert advice. Kristen lives and works in the Florida Keys.

Here’s what Kristen’s clients are saying:

We offer zero down VA loans, Jumbo loans, First Time Home Buyers, Conventional & Renovation 
loans, help for self-employed borrowers & more! We have a program to meet your needs.

Kristen Eklund  |  Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS 371443  |  305.587.4403  |  kristen@c2cmortgage.com

Call today for 
more information!

“I cannot recommend her services highly 
enough! She was seriously, AMAZING.  I’ve 
been self-employed for 20yrs making 
things a lot harder. She knew what 
needed to be done and how to make it 
happen. She’s a hard-working, patient, 
kind and an experienced professional 
who stuck with me 100% of the way. I 
couldn’t be more grateful. I’m writing this, 
from the back porch of my new home. 
Kristen is The Best!”

- BARB GROB

“Kristen, Thank you so much for helping us 
make our dreams come true!! We did not plan 
to buy a house when we came to visit.....but we 
did! It is a fantastic investment and will be a 
rental and a relaxing retreat for us!! I CANNOT 
believe you closed our loan in 15 days!!! Thank 
you again!! Signing everything was wicked 
easy online and the whole process couldn’t 
have been a better one. Thank you again!! I will 
recommend you to EVERYONE we meet!! From 
the bottom of our hearts,” 

- KARIN WEIGEL & FAMILY

NMLS 376205

The Magical Custom House Mystery Tour is 
coming to take you Back in Time on February 6
The Magical Custom House Mystery 

Tour is coming to take you away 
with Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety’s 4th annual Back in Time fundraiser 
on Thursday, February 6 from 6:00pm-
10:00pm at the historic San Carlos 
Institute. Break out your bellbottoms, 
go-go boots, Nehru jackets and tie-dyes 
for this costumed 1960s-themed event 
that opens with a cocktail reception 
from 6:00pm – 7:00pm and includes a 
silent auction, 50/50 raffle, and prizes 
for the best dressed, and features a live 
performance from 7:00pm – 9:00pm 
by the renowned Beatles tribute band, 
Let It Be.

Let It Be is a spectacular theatrical 
concert that promises to be the most 
mesmerizing live recreation of the 
Beatles music you will ever experi-
ence, with an auditory and costume 
extravaganza that captures the songs, 
sounds, and classic tunes made fa-
mous by the most celebrated band in 

history. With a convincing all-star cast 
of musicians that has wowed crowds 
from Halifax to Hollywood, Let It Be 
suspends reality to help audiences Get 
Back to the magical sixties as if it were 
the real thing. 

Proceeds from the annual Back in 
Time event support the Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys’ Cus-
tom House Preservation Fund, cur-
rently earmarked for Phase 2 of the 
Custom House Mechanical project 
that will replace air handler units and 
exterior chillers to help stabilize the 
award-winning museum’s tempera-
ture and insures the preservation of 

the building and all of its many ar-
chived and exhibited collections. 

Come Together to help support the 
128-year-old Custom House building’s 
ongoing preservation needs and step 
“Back in Time” to invest in the future. 
Tickets are $75 for General Admission, 
$100 for Preferred Seating on the first 
floor, which includes a complimentary 
drink, hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar, and 
$150 for second floor VIP seating, which 
includes open bar, hors d’oeuvres, and 
an after-party from 9:00pm-10:00pm. 
All funds raised will be matched by the 
Dogwood Foundation. For tickets visit 
KWAHS.ORG/ tickets. 
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Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
Ashley Williamson
at 410-999-4917
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
Free

Delivery!
Happy Hours

from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

Florida Keys women artists celebrated in juried 
exhibit at Custom House Museum
Key West Art & Historical Society 

welcomes the public to a special 
reception on January 17 from 6:00pm 
to 8:00pm to celebrate the work of 39 
Florida Keys female artists featured in 
the “From a Woman’s Hand” exhibit 
at the Custom House Museum, 281 
Front Street. The biannual exhibit ju-
ried by arts community leaders Jane 
Grannis, Martha Resk, Lois Gray, and 
Cori Convertito, Ph.D. illuminates 
the remarkable achievements of wom-
en artists despite the gender imbalance 
in the art world while also contribut-
ing to the centenary commemoration 
of women’s suffrage in America.

“Our mission is to promote the 
humanities and arts of the Florida 

Keys, including emphasis on the role 
of women in our society,” says Society 
Curator Cori Convertito. “This ex-
hibit showcases strong, thought-pro-
voking pieces created by female artists 
in our community. The breadth and 
depth of the artists’ originality and 
imagination is astonishing.”

Among them are Lauren McAloon 
displaying her newest raku and brass 
sculpture in her Vessel Series entitled 
Amber Waves, American Watercolor 
Society signature member Sandy Mez-
inis exhibiting a new watercolor piece 
entitled Elixir de la Vida, and former 
Upper Keys art teacher Veronica Alegre 
Gutierrez with her bronze sculpture 
entitled Conch Venus. Museum vis-

itors will also discover fresh artwork 
and mediums by artists whose works 
are rarely exhibited in Florida Keys.

“It is wonderful to work with the 
artists represented in the exhibit; they 
offer such a dynamic view of everything 
that surrounds us – nature, people, ex-
periences and materials,” says Conver-
tito. “The quality and diversity of the 
artwork continually impresses me.” 

“From a Woman’s Hand” runs until 
March 22 and is sponsored by the Flor-
ida Division of Cultural Affairs. Please 
note that museum policies strictly pro-
hibit the sale of any artwork during 
the exhibit. For more information, call 
Cori Convertito, Ph.D. at 305-295-
6616 x 112. Elixir de la Vida by artist Sandy Mezinis
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An ultra-private oasis at the end  
of a quiet Old Town Key West Lane 

BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos Contributed 

For the discriminating 
buyer who respects the 

colorful history of Key West, here’s a 
charming Old Town cottage you’ll fall 
in love with at first sight. If living “off 
the beaten path” is important this one 
more than fits the bill.

In fact the home at 720 Passover 
Ln. is located at the very end of a 
quiet and private Old Town walking 
lane, some 50 paces from the Sexton 
house in the historic and picturesque 
Key West Cemetery.

This recently renovated jewel was 
built in Key West’s heyday as a seaport 
town, and has the architectural styling 
to prove it. It’s twice been featured on 
the Old Island Restoration Founda-

tion’s tours of exceptional Old Town 
properties, and for good reason. The 

924-square-foot home is loaded with 
historic features that make it a perfect 

oasis for island living, while the mod-
ernized interior has all the amenities 
and finishes of a decorator’s dream.

High vaulted ceilings with love-
ly exposed beams make possible the 
large sleeping loft located in the 
master suite, with its deluxe en-suite 
bathroom. The same cathedral ceil-
ings add roominess to the open-con-
cept living areas, which are bathed in 
natural light. Flooring is of bamboo 
and granite, and well-placed bamboo 
accents throughout give the place a 
truly tropical look, even in the gour-
met kitchen with its top-of-the-line 
stainless steel appliances.

The good-sized bathroom is like-
wise tastefully appointed, with granite 
floors and walls, and over sized shower 
stall. Two handsome restored doors in 
the living area have been custom paint-

The open-concept living area has plenty of natural light and architectur-
al details such as granite flooring and two barn-type doors painted as a 
mural by noted local artist Rick Worth.

The chefs’ kitchen features new stainless steel appliances and bamboo 
walls. Efficient use of space allows for a decent-sized dining area.
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A spacious sleeping loft can be accessed though the master suite, 
with its beautifully remodeled ensuite bathroom.

The bathroom has been tastefully remodeled. This barn door mural by noted Key West artist Rick Worth is included 
in the home’s purchase price.

The ultra-private rear deck is a great place to relax after a long day.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Contact us to view our current listings!

611 Grinnell St., #4
Old Town • 2BD/1BA 

Ideal Downtown Location! 
$624,997

2916 Seidenberg Ave. 
New Town • 3BD/2BA
Great Neighborhood!

$615,000
Contact us to discuss your 2020 Real Estate goals!

Congratulations to our Sellers & Buyers! Recently Sold! 
1119 Whitehead St. • 1016 Varela St., Rear • 523 Elizabeth St.

Mike Caron
REALTOR  



Cell: 508.269.8565
Office: 305.296.7078

mike@caronkeywest.com
201 Front St., Suite 101, Key West

  720 PASSOVER LANE, KEY WEST 

Tucked away at the end of a 
quiet, walking Old Town lane sits 
this beautifully renovated jewel of 
a historic home. Twice on the 
OIRF tour, this lovely home has it 
all. Beautiful finishes highlight this 
wonderful property with fabulous 
vaulted ceiling, chef’s kitchen and 
open floor plan making this a 
true gem. Lovely master suite 
with loft and ensuite bathroom, 
bamboo floors and decorator 
finishes. Granite floors add 
elegance, stained glass accents 
and Rick Worth painted doors 
add Key West charm. Newly 
constructed rear deck provides 
perfect outside peace and quiet. 
Make this historic oasis your own 
Piece of Paradise. $799,000

SEE
MAP

(305) 745-4030

See Map
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See Map

5

ed by well-known Key West artist Rick 
Worth, with an island scene that blends 
in beautifully with the setting of this 
pretty home. The doors lead to a small 
office that could be used as a guest bed-
room if desired. There’s also a full-sized, 
stacked washer and dryer placed in a 
convenient nook.

A new central air conditioning unit 
provides the climate control. There are 
even four stained-glass windows, for ex-
tra local color!

Enjoy romantic candlelit dinners on 
the newly constructed rear deck that pro-
vides perfect peace and quiet in this laid-
back neighborhood, where street parking 
is easy to find. The lot is compact, which 
means lower maintenance, but it is taste-

fully designed and landscaped to maxi-
mize every inch with decking and beauti-
ful mature plants.

This very desirable neighborhood 
is located just steps from some of Key 
West’s finest restaurants, theaters and 
museums, and all the buzz of Duval 
Street. It’s still just a short drive to New 
Town shopping and other amenities. 

This home is being offered for just 
$799,000.00.

For more information, or to arrange a 
showing call Listing Agent Mike Caron 
of Keller Williams Key West Compass 
Realty at 508-269-8565 or email mike@
caronkeywest.com

keysscribe@aol.com

The home is located at the very end of a quiet Old Town walking-only lane.

Mature landscaping highlights the rear deck area.
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 720 Passover Lane, Key West  Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 2916 Seidenberg Ave. Key West 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 611 Grinnell St., #4, Key West 2BD/1BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

5 1215 Newton St. Key West, FL 33040
Tina M Masters
Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate Co. (KW)

305-923-0062

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key
2 

4

5 

3
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 11/12/19  $727,500  $700,000 1001 16th Terr 1963 Single Fam 3 No 4

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Coldwell Banker Schmitt 16/12/19  $689,000  $679,000 2421 Linda Ave 1953 Single Fam 2 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 10/12/19  $1,300,000  $1,265,000 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #114 1986 Condo 2 Yes 2

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Key West Properties 10/12/19  $740,000  $725,000 1800 Atlantic Blvd, C322 1987 Condo 2 Yes 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Ocean Sotheby's International 12/12/19  $549,000  $520,000 1075 Duval St, 15C & 16C 1987 Commercial 0 No 1

Ocean Sotheby's International Ocean Sotheby's International 13/12/19  $499,000  $465,000 308 Margaret St, #6 1954 Single Fam 1 No 1

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 13/12/19  $800,000  $800,000 1023 Southard St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 16/12/19  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 523 Elizabeth St 1938 Single Fam 3 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 16/12/19  $850,000  $850,000 1016 Varela St, Rear 1994 Single Fam 3 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 05/12/19  $1,360,000  $1,300,000 1119 Whitehead 1923 Single Fam 3 No 1

Based on information found in the Key West Association of Realtors® MLS from December 10th, 2019 to December 17th, 2019.




