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IT’S OUR 35th YEAR IN BUSINESS!

WE’RE CELEBRATING STOREWIDE WITH 

SELECT ITEMS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT 

MARKED DOWN TO 35% OFF!

Come in today

Celebrate wıth us!

Join the Celebration
at one of our Keys locations:

F U R N I T U R E  •  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  •  F L O O R I N G  •  W I N D O W  T R E A T M E N T S  •  K I T C H E N S  &  B A T H S

KEY LARGO
305-451-5700

MM 99 Median

KEY WEST
305-295-6400

Searstown by Publix

MARATHON
305-743-4397

MM 50 Oceanside

www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

YEARS

AND LOOK FOR THESE 
SPECIAL MARKDOWN TAGS!

 X Continued on page 4

Macro and Micro
By Roger C. Kostmayer

Sometimes the big picture and the flood 
of disturbing news events are over-

whelming and depressing. This makes it 
difficult to focus on reason, especially when 
this administration struggles to make stu-
pidity look like a strategy, and Republican 
Senator Lee and others express outrage 
with unintelligible intelligence briefings 
where the Senate is told by the admin-
istration that any criticism of or debate 
about the best ways to handle the Iran cri-
sis would be aiding the enemy. These are 
haunting echos of false intelligence about 
WMDs (weapons of mass destruction) that 
led to 10,000 dead Americans and years of 
war in the Middle East.

But, if you look into the other end of the 
telescope you’ll find simple kitchen table 
issues that  voters say are important - such 
as affordable healthcare.  These issues usu-

ally have clear and quantifiable facts such 
as the following numbers:  There are about 
330 million Americans and 40% of them, 
133 million, have “pre-existing medical 
conditions”. Depending on which political 
party ends up in power, every one of these 
individuals could lose the ability to obtain 
affordable health insurance for their fami-
lies or themselves 

20 million Americans who currently 
HAVE health insurance under the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA or Obama Care), could 
lose their coverage if the law is repealed or 
changed.  Another 12 million struggling 
Americans could lose their Medicaid cover-
age for the same reason.  The final number 
should help you determine which lever to 
pull in the voting booth on November 3.  
That number is 70, the number of unsuc-
cessful attempts by congressional Republi-
cans to kill the Affordable Care Act with-
out any affordable healthcare alternative. n

Cell Phone Courtesy: 
The Meaning of Off
By Roger C. Kostmayer

It has become the rule rather 
than the exception that au-

diences, meetings, meals and 
social or cultural gatherings are 
routinely subjected to rude in-
terruptions from iPhone noise 
and lights.  These unpleasant 
occurrences take place in spite 
of repeated polite requests to 
“Please turn your phone off ”. 
It’s hard to fathom which part 
of the adverb “off ” is confusing 
to so many.

The issue is about human na-
ture, the rise of narcissism and 

how society should address dis-
ruptive, but not illegal, techno-
logical offenses. I’ve been told 
that my guaranteed 100% suc-
cessful remedy (public hanging) 
is an over reaction. But reason-
able people, meaning those over 
60, agree that almost no one is 
required to bring electronic de-
vices to theaters, symphonies, 
movies, lectures and similar pub-
lic events, which suggests 90% of 
us should leave iPhones at home 
or in the car when attending 
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Restaurant owners 
supportive of the 

Mall on Duval pro-
gram allowing them to 
seat and serve diners on 

sidewalks in front of their businesses 
have won a victory. The City of Key 
West has voted to pass, on second 
reading, an ordinance that will allow 
them to do just that in the future.

At the same time, Mayor Teri John-
ston also promised more revitalization 
of the town’s main tourist areas during 
the first city commission meeting of 
2020, held Tuesday Jan. 6.

Commissioners also voted to proceed 
with a Bahama Village housing project, 

and to spruce up Mallory Square over 
the coming weeks and months.

During Mayor Teri Johnston’s sec-

ond annual “state-of-the-city” address, 
she lauded her colleagues, and prom-
ised “more efficient and more respon-

sive” government on all fronts. On 
Duval Street she counseled action.

“After 44 years, we are now going to 
give significant time and money to our 
most iconic business corridor,” May-
or Johnston said referring both to the 
Sidewalk Cafe Program and the revi-
talizing measures announced last year.

She urged commissioners to allow 
eateries to seat diners on the sidewalks, 
provided they meet a list of conditions 
and pay the appropriate fees. (That is, 
$100 for the application; a $500 an-
nual license fee, and a one-time $500 
per-seat impact fee.) The conditions 
mostly deal with sidewalk width and 
the size of permissible tables.

K E Y  N E W S

 X Continued on page 4

Sidewalk dining on the menu for restaurants 
after city gives blessing

A Strong Back Float Can Save Your Life!
Most drownings 
can be prevented 

if we relax 
on our back!

We need to practice 
the back float 

every time 
we swim!

www.keys2swim.com
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The eventual vote to advance 
the ordinance was a near-unani-
mous affirmation, with only Com-
missioner Clayton Lopez voting 
against it. He cited concerns about 
the application of the ordinance 
to “sensitive areas” of the Bahama 
Village district he represents.

While some Duval Street restau-
rateurs have supported the mea-
sure, which grew out of last year’s 
Mall on Duval pedestrian walkway 
pilot program, there are notable 
dissidents, including Mangoes 
owner, Jack Dingeman.

“Mangoes is against the 
whole concept and had spent 
time this past year fighting the 
proposition at the city commis-
sion meetings,” Dingeman said 
the next day. “We hope to see it 
go away.”

He added that both his restau-
rant and a commercial tenant of 
the family’s reported a negative 
impact on business during the 
weekend nights Duval Street was 
closed to all but pedestrian traffic.

In other city business, com-
missioners voted to allow zoning 
changes that would allow con-
struction of higher density af-
fordable housing projects to pro-
ceed in Bahama Village, and also 
to initiate improvement projects 
at Mallory Square.

Commissioners are hoping 
that shades and landscaping at 
the square will pave the way to 
finding a daytime use for the area, 
such as a possible artisan market.

“It’s our gateway to Key West 
for tourists,” Johnston said during 
her state-of-the city. “It needs to 
be spectacular.” n

keysscribe@aol.com

Sidewalk dining ...
 X Continued from page 3

Cell Phone ...
 X Continued from page 2

these events. Deprivation of 
instant communication with 
everyone didn’t prevent our 
species from flourishing in 
the past, and our communi-
ties and social relationships 
might even improve from 
this kind of reform.

Self- regulation is always 
the ideal solution but every 
day, folks keep proving the 
futility of that approach. In 
light of the most obvious al-
ternatives, which includes 
checking your phones at the 
door or installing devices that 
render electronics inopera-
tive, you’d think we’d all make 
a better effort to improve our 
civil courtesy. n
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KWHS Band Wins Second 
at Competition MPAs
BY EMMA SCEPKOVA AND CANDELA 
RODRIGUEZ-CHAVEZ
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITERS

Recently, the Key West High School 
(KWHS) band received new uni-

forms for the first time since 2001.  Ga-
brielle “Gabby” Pariag of the KWHS 
band says the old uniforms were “out-
dated” and describes the new uniforms 
“so much cooler.”

It was imperative that the band re-
ceived the updated uniforms because 
they truly do deserve them. In fact, the 
KWHS Marching Band recently won 
second place in their classification at 
their Music Performance Assessment. 
“They did an amazing job at their per-
formance,” says band director Gary 
Hernandez. The performance was at 
Ft. Myers at the Lehigh “Lightening 
Tournament of Bands.” The perform-
ers were excited to find out about their 
achievement. “The screaming of joy 
from the band in that moment was cra-
zy!” remembers Jemma North, a junior 
flute player. For the band members, it 
was an incredible moment. Hernan-
dez says, “It was the best performance 
we’ve ever had. There were some trou-
bles, but we quickly fixed them.” 

The band students are extremely pas-
sionate about music and should be re-
warded for all the effort they put forth 
for the school. Pariag, who has been in 
band since sixth grade, says that being 
in band has been very positive for her, 
“My experience so far has been amaz-
ing. It gives me a sense of community. 
The band is like a second family to me. 
It is a lot of hard work, but that’s what 
keeps me motivated.”

A part of this great experience in 
band is because of the teacher’s spirit 
toward the class, Hernandez proudly 
shares, “I enjoy passing along the en-
joyment of music to others.” His hard 
work and the diligence of the KWHS 
band is revealed at every home football 

game because in rain or shine, they are 
there cheering on the team, no matter 
how great the loss or how big the win. 
“It’s funny because other people don’t 
see what we went through to make the 
show. We got our shoes muddy in the 
rain. We played under the school’s roof 
with thunder and lightning,” says Max 
McMonigle, another flute player. 

Just because it can be difficult to per-
form does not mean that the students 
do not enjoy it. Pariag notes, “The best 
part of band this year has definitely 
been the football games. Being able to 
play our show in front of so many peo-
ple and hang out with my friends while 
playing music is amazing.”

While cheering for the football team 
and playing for the crowds is an enjoy-
able part of band, it is also a great way 
for creative people to enjoy their high 
school years in a supportive group. “I 
would encourage anyone to try and 
learn an instrument and join band. It 
is hard work, but it does pay off. We 
do have a beginning band now at the 
school, and it’s a great opportunity to 
engrain yourself into the band world,” 
Pariag concludes. To see their hard work 
pay off with new uniforms and second 
place at the Music Performance Assess-
ments should be rewarding for these 
well-deserving students, and the com-
munity should be proud of the results of 
their support. n

Flaunting their fabulous new band uni-
forms before the football game at the 
Poinciana Field are (L-R) Nikola De-
nisenko, Ella Hall, Cara Hehe, Amanda 
Garcia, Chasidy Vargas, Valerie Thene, 
and Savannah Chadic.

The “Fight for your 
Rights” March set for 
January 18

The theme for this years event is 
“Fight for your Rights.” We have 

been marching each year all leading 
up to 2020. With all of your help 
we can make this the largest day of 
action in the country and demand 
our leaders hold the President ac-
countable to protect our planet and 
fight for your rights! In partnership 
with the Women’s March the slogan 
this year is “Women’s Rights are Hu-
man Rights and Human Rights are 
Women’s Rights,” females and their 
supporters will rise up in an inter-
sectional march to demand the end 
of violence against women, repro-
ductive freedom, LGBTI+ rights, 
workers’ rights, civil rights, disability 
rights, immigrant rights, indigenous 
rights, and climate justice.

The march will be gathering in 
Key West on Duval Street near the 
Southernmost Pocket Park between 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m on January 

18, 2020. At 1:00 p.m. they will be-
gin marching down Duval Street to 
Mallory Square south plaza for an 
activist rally and appreciation party 
from 2 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Organizers would like to express 
their extreme gratitude to the City 
of Key West, the Board at Mallory 
Square, and the Key West Police De-
partment for their assistance.

On Jan. 18, 2020 please join 
them in solidarity and speak out 
for the rights, freedom, and justice 
for women and allies everywhere. 
There will be a trolley available for 
those who can not walk the dis-
tance. Please contact Donna Win-
dle at (305) 304-1863.  For more 
information on the March please 
contact Kathryn Norris at Kat-
hypeachpromotions@gmail.com, 
(305) 587-1964 or visit the facebook 
event at https://www.facebook.com/
events/1497211580455678/ n
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Reef Relief’s New Spring 
Internship Hires
Reef Relief has hired two interns to 

work on their Spring Sunscreen/Skip 
the Straw/Stormwater Awareness Cam-
paigns, Discover Coral Reefs School Pro-
gram, and their MLK Mini Coral Camp.

Born and raised in coastal Maine, 
Morgan Zenter is a recent graduate from 
Connecticut College with a BA in both 
Biology and Environmental Studies. 
Morgan has previously worked as an in-
tern with a small nonprofit land conser-
vation organization, Blue Hill Heritage 
Trust in Blue Hill, Maine. While visiting 
Key West frequently over the past few 
years, she became an active volunteer 
with Reef Relief participating in beach 
cleanups and other events. Morgan is ex-
cited to be joining the team this semester 
with a hybrid internship focusing both 
on education and storm water manage-
ment where she will be able to continue 
to advance her passion for conservation 
and share her knowledge with others. 

Maison Benitez grew up in North 
Carolina and recently moved to Key 
West full time. She is currently getting 
her Bachelor in Communications from 
Florida International University. Mai-
son has been coming down to Key West 
for the past five years which has grown 
her love for the ocean and the commu-
nity here in Key West even more. She 
loves photography, adventuring, music, 
and creating new things. Maison is ex-
cited to intern at Reef Relief as their first 
ever Communications Intern to learn 
more and help educate others as well. n

Historic Key West 
Cemetery Stroll, Jan 25
The first Cemetery Stroll to be 

offered at the Historic Key West 
Cemetery this season will take place 
on Saturday January 25th.  During 
the stroll, small groups of visitors 
will be escorted to gravesites where 
interpreters will tell the stories of 
the deceased in brief monologues. 
The groups are scheduled for depar-
tures at 9:30, 9:50, and 10:10 Res-
ervations are necessary, and can be 
made by calling 305-304-1453.

Among the gravesites to be visited 
are those of Huie Wing Lee, Gladys 
Bates, Nelson English, Frank Adams, 
Sheldon Yates, the Gato plot, the Ba-
bies plot in the Catholic section, and 
the Spottswood Mausoleum. The 
tour will take approximately 90 min-
utes. Participants should wear com-
fortable shoes and plan to walk over 
a mile on uneven ground. Bottled 
water will be provided.

Space is limited for the tours and 
pre-registration is required. A do-
nation of $20 (cash or check) per 
person to the Historic Florida Keys 
Foundation is recommended with 
all proceeds devoted to cemetery 
restoration. Participants should 
enter the cemetery by either the 
Windsor Street or Frances Street 
gate and go to the registration table 
on 2nd Ave. n

Poets and writers invited to participate in 
Tennessee Williams Birthday Celebration poetry 
and short story contests
As the Tennessee Williams 

Birthday Celebration nears, 
Key West Art & Historical So-
ciety invites poets and writers 
to submit original works for the 
2020 Poetry and Short Story 
writing contests – components of 
the annual celebration held each 
March in honor of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning literary icon that 
moved to Key West in 1949 and 
remained a resident for 34 years.

All poems and stories must 
reference “The Women of Ten-
nessee Williams,” which can be 
loosely interpreted. Cost is $20 
per submission and is limited 
to one poem and/or one short 
story per person. The first-place 
winner in each contest will be 
awarded $200 while the sec-
ond-place winner will receive 
$100. Submissions will be ac-
cepted through March 8, 2020. 

For full contest information, 
guidelines, and a submission 
link visit KWAHS.ORG and 
click on ‘tickets.’ 

The Tennessee Williams Mu-
seum on 513 Truman Avenue is 
open daily for self-guided tours 
9:30am-4:30pm. For more in-
formation, contact Key West 
Art & Historical Society at 
305-295-6616 or visit WWW.
KWAHS.ORG. n

Key West Art & His-
torical Society invites 
poets and writers 
to submit works for 
the 2020 Tennessee 
Williams Poetry and 
Short-story Writing 
Contests - compo-
nents of the upcoming 
Key West Tennessee 
Williams Birthday 
Celebration. (Photo 
Credit: Ida Woodward 
Barron Collection / 
Monroe County Public 
Library)
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Florida Keys Seafood 
Festival Entertainment 
Line Up Announced: 
Aerosmith Tribute Band 
Headlines
Included with the two-day $5 ad-

mission to the 15th Annual Florida 
Keys Seafood Festival is a fantastic 
entertainment lineup with a diverse 
musical variety to suite everyone’s 
tastes. On Saturday, January 18, at 
11 am, The Shanty Hounds, fea-
turing the singer/songwriting duo 
of Dani Hoy and Key West Chris 
Rehm, will play a variety of trop 
rock original music and covers from 
many genres. At 1 pm, Coconut 
Victrola offers a nostalgic blend of 
Swing, Jump blues, rock n roll & 
New Orleans brass meets modern 
day songwriting featuring Trumpet, 
Piano, Standup Bass, Electric gui-
tar, tuba and drums accompanying 
the captivating vocals of Belle Jam-
pol. At 3 pm, nationally recognized 
multi-instrumentalist prodigy Myl-
es Mancuso and his band entertain 
with their original style of music 
blending Roots Country, and R&B. 
Myles spreads his musical talents 
across Guitar, Keyboards, Drums 
and Bass. And finally, the featured 
performance of ERASMITH Band, 
a World Class Aerosmith Tribute 
Band will perform music from the 
“Classic Era” and 40+ years of fan fa-
vorites. This look-alike, sound-alike 
talented group of musicians from 
the mainland will blow guests away 
with their authentic performance. 
Festival attendees are invited to walk 
this way on down to Bayview Park to 
enjoy an amazing lineup included in 
the $5 entry.

On Sunday, January 19 the Latin/
American stylings of The 3Amigo’s 
kicks off the day at 11 am followed 
by The Happy Dog who will take on 
everything from Marley to the Dead 
at 1 pm. This Philadelphia-based 
band regularly plays throughout the 
region, from Key West to New York. 
To finish out the festival, Fairweath-
er Friends fronted by saltwater conch 
Ken Fairbrother, lead singer of the 
Stoned Crab Band out of Marathon 
is joined by bass player from the 
band, Mike Corvette to entertain 
with a mix of old fashioned rock and 
roll with an island vibe.

The Florida Keys Seafood Fes-
tival is organized by the Florida 
Keys Commercial Fishermen’s As-
sociation in partnership with the 
Florida Keys Tourism Development 
Council. For more information vis-
it http://www.floridakeysseafood-
festival.com and The Florida Keys 
Commercial Fishermen’s Associ-
ation (FKCFA), an industry asso-
ciation working to provide a sus-
tainable future for the many local 
fisheries within the Florida Keys at 
https://www.fkcfa.org/ n
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37th Annual Wesley House Valentine’s Day Gala
This Valentine’s Day, take 

your special someone to 
Wesley House’s 37th Annu-
al Valentine’s Day Gala at the 
beautiful Curry Mansion Inn. 
Live music by one of Key West’s 
most popular performing 
groups - Howard Livingston & 
the Mile Marker 24 Band.

Included with your ticket 
price is the island’s largest si-
lent auction, OPEN bar, danc-
ing, and an elegant dinner de-
signed and prepared by Great 
Events Catering.

This signature event is 
sponsored in part by Curry 
Mansion Inn, Rick’s/Durty 
Harry’s, Sloppy Joe’s,and the 
Key West Parrot Head Club. 

Proceeds will go directly to 
Wesley House Family Services 
benefiting Inez Martin Child 
Development Center and oth-
er programs.

VIP Admission includes re-
served table seating close to the 
entertainment, premium bars 
and early entry to the event. 
There will be passed hors d’oeu-
vres and a dinner selection of 
blackened mahi, prime rib, three 
cheese tortellini, assorted vegeta-
bles, salad, desserts and more. 

General Admission includes a 
buffet dinner with lightly black-
ened mahi, chef carved marinat-
ed skirt steak, seasoned roasted 
vegetables, garlic mashed pota-
toes, salad and dessert. n

Bring the kids to create an art piece  
at our Children’s Art Tent!

The 
Key West 
Craft Show

35th

Sponsored by:

301 Front Street
www.KeyWestArtCenter.com

January 25 & 26, 2020 

Whitehead & Caroline Streets 
10am - 5pmOver 70 Local

& National Artists!
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Edible history continues with Fourth Annual 
Conch Revival Picnic at Key West Lighthouse & 
Keeper’s Quarters
Key West Art & Historical Society, 

Great Events Catering, and Isle 
Cook Key West team up to present the 
fourth annual Conch Revival Picnic, 
an informal Conch heritage dinner 
prepared by acclaimed chefs Martha 
Hubbard and Dave Furman featuring 
a variety of classic Key West/Conch 
recipes set to take place on Tuesday, 
January 21 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
on the grounds of the Key West Light-
house & Keeper’s Quarters.

Hubbard and Furman will pres-
ent a feast starting with passed hors 
d’ oeuvres of conch salad shooters, 
rice croquettes with Key lime mus-
tard, and beef, chorizo and creole 
sauce empanadas; a buffet featuring 
chopped salad with Florida citrus, a 
vegetarian roulade, a crawfish encha-
lau, Louie’s Backyard conch chowder, 
shrimp and grits with Creole sauce; 
a carving station with whole roast-
ed fish and pig; and a dessert of Key 
lime pie squares and guava tarts with 
Ol’Sour whipped cream. 

Diners can enjoy their picnic feast 
with live music entertainment from 

“The Raven/Skippo Conch Recipes 
Combo,” featuring Skipper Kripitz on 
drums, Raven Cooper on guitar and 

vocals, Time Mayer on flute and sax-
ophone, and Joe Dallas on trombone 
and acoustic bass. 

Inspired by former Society board 
member and late island native Di-
anne Zolotow, the Conch Reviv-
al Picnic tradition was launched in 
2016 to increase awareness of Key 
West/Conch culture by preserving 
and promoting historic recipes creat-
ed and consumed by Conch families 
for generations, but which have, over 
time, been disappearing from memo-
ry and tables. 

Some of the recipes that have been 
presented are inspired by the postwar 
Key West Woman’s Club Cookbook 
edited by original Conch and first 
Florida Keys woman mayor Wil-
helmina Harvey, as well as recipes 
from other books located in the Key 
West Public Library collection. 

The picnic is sponsored by Great 
Events, Isle Cook Key West, Faus-
to’s, and Eaton Street Seafood. Vis-
it KWAHS.ORG to purchase your 
ticket—$45 for Members, $55 for 
Non-members, kids under 12 are free.  
Your Museums. Your Community. It 
takes an Island. n

Key West Art & Historical Society, Great Events Catering, and Isle Cook Key West 
are teaming up to present the fourth annual Conch Revival Picnic, an informal 
Conch heritage dinner prepared by acclaimed chefs Martha Hubbard and Dave 
Furman on Tuesday, January 21 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm on the grounds of the Key 
West Lighthouse & Keeper’s Quarters. The annual favorite features a variety of 
classic Key West/Conch recipes and a fun cook-off competition.
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Reef Relief’s first annual 
MLK Weekend Coral Camp
Reef Relief is offering our first an-

nual Martin Luther King Jr. Coral 
Camp and spots are filling up quickly!

6-12 year old youths will have the 
chance to explore and learn about our 
surrounding marine environment 
through exciting educational activities at 
the Reef Relief Environmental Center in 
Key West. Each fun-packed day, campers 
experience hands-on-learning, interactive 
games and outdoor activities. Activities 
include science and art projects in addi-
tion to multiple days of snorkeling at the 
barrier reef with Fury Water Adventures 
and Honest Eco Charters.

MLK Coral Camp runs from Janu-
ary 18th- 20th. This three-day session 
is limited to 15 campers. Coral Camp 
runs Saturday through Monday from 
8:30am- 4:30pm. Camp fees are $150 
per child.

For more information about reg-
istration call Reef Relief at 305-294-
3100 or email reefrelief@gmail.com. 
Download registration forms at http://
www.reefrelief.org/coral-camp-2020/

Reef Relief is a nonprofit member-
ship organization dedicated to improv-
ing and protecting our coral reef eco-
system. n

Monroe County Fire 
Rescue recognizes several 
Firefighters at promotion 
and awards ceremony
Monroe County Fire Rescue held 

its Promotional and Awards Cer-
emony today at the Joe London Fire 
Training Facility on Grassy Key.

Capt. Steven McAnally was recog-
nized for outstanding leadership, com-
munity service awards were presented to 
Capt. Andrea Thompson and Liet. Jen 
Brack, Ryan Johnson was promoted to 
Battalion Chief, and Lynda Rusinowski 
was pinned as Chief Flight Nurse.

In addition, 11 firefighters were 
pinned and promoted to Lieutenant, 
including Arturo Aulet, Matthew Bald-
win, Jen Brack, Nelson Cabrera, Cam-
eron Cowart, Frank Gonzalez, Juan 
Lusson, Nicholas Neyra, Antonio Perez 
(TOP SCORE IN THE CLASS), John 
Redruello, and Adrian Saez.

“These are some of the highest grades 
I have ever seen in the program,” said 
Chief James Callahan. “We are thank-
ful for their dedication.”

More pictures can be found at www.
flickr.com/monroecountybocc. n

Chief James Callahan recognizes 
Capt. Steven McAnally for his out-
standing leadership at Monroe County 
Fire Rescue.
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MONROE COUNTY, FL – All 
Monroe County residents and 

business owners are encouraged to at-
tend a public flood risk information 
open house to learn about their flood 
risk, view the newly proposed prelimi-
nary digital Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM), and find out how the informa-
tion may impact their property. Several 
informational sessions are scheduled for 
the public to drop in to review the new-
ly released preliminary floodplain maps. 
A variety of specialists and experts will 
be available to answer questions about 
flood insurance, engineering, and more.

The Open House events will take 
place at the following locations, please 
attend whichever is most convenient:

• Monday, Jan. 27 from 4-7 p.m. at 
Key West City Hall

• Tuesday, Jan. 28 from 9 a.m. to 
noon at Bernstein Park Commu-
nity Room, Stock Island

• Tuesday, Jan. 28 from 4-7 p.m. at 
Big Pine Community Park Com-
munity Building

• Wednesday, Jan. 29 from 4 to 7 
p.m. at Marathon City Hall

• Thursday, Jan. 30 from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Islamorada Commu-
nity Center at Founder’s Park

• Thursday, Jan. 30 from 4 to 7 
p.m. at Nelson Government Cen-
ter, Key Largo. 

Residents planning to attend 
should bring their elevation certifi-
cates, if possible. 

The preliminary FIRM shows lo-
cal areas at risk of flooding, including 
required elevations for new construc-
tion or structures that are improved 
greater than 50 percent of their value, 
as well as boundaries of areas that are 
considered likely to experience wave 
activity in a storm that have different 
requirements for structural building. 

The maps, once effective, will also help 
determine flood insurance costs.  

This is the public’s opportunity to 
learn about the maps and address any 
comments through a public input pro-
cess and appeal time period. The new 
preliminary FIRM was developed by 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). The FIRM is based 
on updated modeling and data that 
shows precise flood hazard information 
aimed to help protect property owners 
and communities from the risks asso-

ciated with flooding. The maps are up-
dated periodically to include construc-
tion and development, environmental 
changes, floodplains widening or shift-
ing, and other factors. 

By law, federally regulated or insured 
mortgage lenders require flood insur-
ance in areas at high risk of flooding 
typically covered by a separate flood in-
surance policy. Visit www.floodsmart.
gov or call 1-888-379-9531 for more 
information about flood insurance and 
to locate a local agent. n

County residents encouraged to attend 
information open houses on newly released 
preliminary flood maps
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United Way of the Florida Keys Announces 2020-
21 Funding Cycle
United Way of the Florida Keys is 

pleased to announce the opening 
of the 2020-21 Community Invest-
ment funding cycle, an annual process 
supporting the local community.  

UWFK works with partner agencies 
to support programs that meet a critical 
need for working families in Monroe 
County, providing an unduplicated ser-
vice in community impact focus areas:

• Access to nutritious food for peo-
ple in critical need; or

• School aged, early childhood, or 
after care support with an educa-
tional or positive behavioral com-
ponent; or

• Safety net services providing re-
ferral and emergency assistance to 
residents of Monroe County

The application for funding will 
be available online from January 6 
to February 13,, 2020, at: http://
www.keysunitedway.org/apply-unit-
ed-way-funding. Funding will only be 

considered for nonprofit organizations 
recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) 

tax-exempt organization. Additional 
considerations and requirements are 
available at KeysUnitedWay.org under 
“Guidelines for 2020-21 Funding.”

Following the application peri-
od, community volunteers review 
and evaluate all applications as well 
as conduct site visits to each agency 
applying for funding. UWFK utilizes 
this volunteer engagement to ensure 

 X Continued on page 15
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By Joanna Brady

If you like your humor 
wry and dry, with a 

noir touch of cynical 
nihilism, you’re going 
to love Life Sucks, a rel-

atively new play now on at the Red 
Barn Theater. I certainly did, along 
with the laugh-out-loud audience 
around me the other night. 

The genius behind this play is the 
brilliant Philadelphia playwright, Aar-
on Posner, who took his inspiration 
from Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya. 

And no, you don’t need to be famil-
iar with the Russian work. Life Sucks 
is a very modern piece. The Chekhov 
drama only served as a jumping off 
point for this very funny play. A play 
crafted for no less than seven actors, 
with the dialogue and pacing steered 
admirably by director Joy Hawkins. (It 
must have been like herding cats.)

The premise of the play is that yeah, 
life is hard. No, as Mick Jagger long 
ago reminded us, you can’t always get 
what, or who, you want. But to para-
phrase Carly Simon, you haven’t got 
time for the pain. It’s the only life 
you’ve got, and it’s up to you to take 
control of it and make something of it.

Without dredging the audience in 
present day politics, Life Sucks manag-
es to identify the problems just about 
everybody has at one time or another, 
and why life is painful in our time. 

Life Sucks could almost be described 
as a play within a play, with the cast ad-
dressing itself to the audience, stopping 
the action occasionally to comment, and 
to involve us, asking us what we think. 
Audience participation is always fun, 
and adds a rich dimension to the piece.

Boomers will love Robert, the elder-
ly professor. Life sucks for him because 
of the ailments of old age, about which 
he kvetches continually in polysyllabic 

words nobody understands. A soliloquy 
he addresses to the audience is priceless. 

For his pretty young wife, (played 
by the talented Susannah Wells) life 
sucks because of the choices she’s 
made, her student loans, and the fact 
that men always hit on her. For Sonya, 
Robert’s daughter, it’s unrequited love 
for their neighbor, a drunken doctor 
(played convincingly by Aaron Du-
clos); for him it’s because he works so 
hard and works out so hard—running 
marathons for charity. And on it goes 
as the actors kvetch their way through 
the play, their jeremiads interspersed 
with great wit and gleeful dialogue.

There are risks in writing a piece 
imbued with this kind of dark humor, 
like keeping it from getting too dour 
over two hours. Or getting caught 
up in reality and descending into the 
clutches of despair. But Life Sucks nev-
er does that. Even at its darkest mo-
ment, when one of the characters tries 
to shoot another one, the foiled at-
tempt is funny, and the character (Van-
ya, played by David Black) is laughed 
at and proclaimed an idiot.

At one point someone asks what 
it is they all want, what would make 
them happy. Vanya’s answer is the key 
to understanding the play: He wants to 
be loved unconditionally. The message 
seems to be that no matter how much 
you have, without a happy, satisfying 

relationship, life does indeed suck. Love 
is what keeps us sane and sustains us 
when we teeter on the edge of the abyss. 

The play is superbly cast, with the al-
ways-entertaining David Black portray-
ing Vanya in perfect deadpan; a nebbish 
with a lisp in owlish glasses. Karl M. 

Stahl, is wonderful as the pompous pro-
fessor whose esoteric pontifications no-
body can follow. Susannah Wells is excel-
lent as his wife, an overeducated femme 
fatale whom everyone wants to sleep 
with—including one of the women. 

Wearing toss-away clothes and a 
dental brace to simulate buck teeth like 
Rami Malek’s in Bohemian Rhapsody, 
the normally very pretty Jessica Miano 
Kruel, is barely recognizable as Robert’s 
plain daughter, Sonya. (Charlene Theron 
didn’t do better hiding her pulchritude 
in Monster). Her role is pivotal, and she 
performs it very well. George DiBraud 
plays Babs, who sometimes lapses into 
Jewish common sense, a reminder of the 
playwright’s own background. Caroline 

 X Continued on page 15

Life Sucks: a hilarious wave of fun in a sea of woe

1-2: Aaron Duclos, Carolyn Taylor, Karl Stahl, Susannah Wells, David Black, Jes-
sica Miano  Kruel, and George DiBraud in the hilarious LIFE SUCKS at the Red 
Barn. Set by Rick Worth. Photo by Larry Blackburn
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n

Thursday 01/16

Michael McCloud

Noon - 5:00 pm

COOL DUO

Sam Ramos & Chris Case

6:30 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

 

Friday 01/17

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

HAPPY DOG BAND

6:30 - 11:30pm

 

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 01/18

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

HAPPY DOG BAND

6:30 - 11:30pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 01/19
MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 5pm

ISLAND TIME DUO
6:30pm - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Monday 01/20
Raven Cooper 

Noon - 5:00 pm 

ZACK SEEMILLER
6:30 - 11pm

Tuesday 01/21
GARY HEMPSEY
noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR
6:30pm - 11pm

Tuesday 01/22
TONY BALTIMORE
noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER
6:30 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Schooner Wharf Knot &  

Shot Competition

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!



W H A T ' S  H A P P E N I N G

15
www.konklife.com • JANUARY 16-22, 2020

Taylor gives a funny portrayal of Pick-
les, the simple, but wise fifth business. A 
loveable court jester.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention 
the beautiful set put together by Rick 
Worth, Gary McDonald, and Jack 
McDonald. An eyeful of color to foil 
any gloom encrypted in the script, it’s 
the icing on the cake.

Altogether, a terrific play, well-di-
rected and performed. Highly recom-
mended (but not for children). A great 
addition to the Red Barn’s repertory 

as it enters its 40th year. (Congratula-
tions to all the founders!) 

Life Sucks will run on Tuesdays 
through Saturdays Jan.14 through 
Feb.  8. All shows start at 8 p.m.. Play 
runs two hours, with one intermis-
sion. There will be a Talk-Back with 
the director and cast following the 
Sat., Jan 18 performance. For more 
information and tickets, go to red-
barntheatre.com or call the Box Of-
fice at 305 296-9911. n

(Joanna Brady is a local writer, au-
thor of the historical Key West novel, 
The Woman at the Light, published 
by St. Martin’s Press)

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 01/16

Scott Kirby & Caffeine Carl 5pm
THE MASSACOUSTICS 9:00 PM

Friday 01/17

THE MASSACOUSTICS Free Concert
Doors open @ 1pm 
KENTUCKY HEADHUNTERS  
CONCERT 9PM $$
Doors open @ 8pm
Opening act Caffeine Carl & The Buzz  
http://www.smokintunasaloon.com/

Saturday 01/18

Scott Kirby & Caffeine Carl 5pm
THE MASSACOUSTICS 9:00 PM

Saturday 01/19

Dr VonHilsheimer 2pm 
Nick Brownell 5pm 
Adam Lufkin 9pm

Saturday 01/20

Scott Kirby & James Kirby 5pm
Myles Mancuso & Friends 9pm

Saturday 01/21

Scott Kirby & James Kirby 5pm
Charlie Miller 9pm

Saturday 01/22

Scott Kirby & James Kirby 5pm
 Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street,  
Key West FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 01/16

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30

Peter Diamond and Friends 8-11

Friday 01/17

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Gayla 

Morgan 5:30-7:30

Libby York Quartet 8-11  

Saturday 01/18

Piano Bar Happy Hour Peter Dia-

mond and James King 5:30-7:30

Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11 

Sunday 01/19

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Any 

Mayo 5:30-7:30

Ericson Holt 8-11

Monday 01/20

Sing-A- Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30

Christine Cordone Jam Session 8-11   

Tuesday 01/21

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Gayla 

Morgan 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with  

Larry Baeder 8-11    

Wednesday 01/22

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 

Heins 5:30-7:30 

Victoria Horne 8-11

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

the funding decisions are made by 
the community, for the community. 
Scoring has been revised slightly this 
year, further prioritizing transparen-
cy and accountability.

Due to the generosity of UWFK 
donors in the community, $175,000 
in grant funding is available to serve 
residents throughout Monroe County.

UWFK will be hosting two com-
munity meetings for new applicants, 
previous partners and anyone inter-
ested in more information about the 
community investment process or 
how UWFK serves Monroe County. 

All applicants are strongly encouraged 
to attend the meeting.  Meetings will 
be held on Wednesday, January 29, 
from 9:30 to 10:30 am at the Ber-
nstein Park Community Room on 
Stock Island (6751 5th Street) and 
from 1:00-2:00 pm at the Marathon 
Public Library (3251 Overseas Hwy).

Funding for UWFK’s support of 
nonprofits comes from donations ac-
cepted year-round. Money raised in 
the Keys serves the Keys. To make a 
donation, click the “Donate” but-
ton at http://www.keysunitedway.
org. UWFK is proud to be the leader 
in community caring as we support 
working families in the Florida Keys 
for more than 30 years. n

United Way... 
 X Continued from page 12

Life Sucks.. 
 X Continued from page 13

Michigan’s Cheap 
Dates Play the Hog’s 
Breath Saloon
The Cheap Dates - A fun “fresh wa-

ter” cover band from Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, plays the Hog’s Breath Sa-
loon’s mid shift, 4:30 – 8:30 pm, Jan. 
20 – 26.

The Cheap Dates are a guitar and 
drum duo. Together for 16 years, the 

two have been performing an aver-
age of 180 shows a year up and down 
the coastline of Lake Michigan and 
University towns. They cover a wide 
range of music from old to new and 
a little in between. This marks their 
11th trip to Key West. n
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On Monday, January 20th, the 
Friends of the Key West Library 

will present Julie Zickefoose, an ac-
claimed author and illustrator of sev-
eral nature-oriented books.  Ms. Zicke-
foose’s talk will take place at the Tropic 
Cinema on Eaton Street. Admission 
to the lectures is free. The talk begins 
promptly at 6:00 p.m.  Seating starts at 
5:40 on a first come, first served basis.

Zickefoose thinks of herself as an 
unsung, minor, rather dirty super-
hero. Her superpower? Saving small, 
economically worthless wildlife that 
would otherwise die. 

An orphaned jay named Jemima 
was one such foundling. Spending 
nearly a year with the bird,  Zickefoose 
raised the young Blue Jay for eventual 
release. She began writing and illus-
trating Saving Jemima: Life and Love 
With a Hard-luck Jay immediately 
upon becoming the bird’s foster moth-
er. Beyond being a wildlife rehab story, 
it’s the story of life, love and dealing 
with great loss; of finding grace and re-
demption in bonding with a wild bird.

“Zickefoose’s engaging portray-
al of Jemima is a great read. Beyond 
setting the record straight about the 

misunderstood role of imprinting, it 
is a work of love and passion for liv-
ing and an appreciation of the natu-
ral world through the ambassador of 
a charismatic Blue Jay,” wrote Bernd 
Heinrich, author of Mind of the Raven.

Her earlier book Baby Birds, chron-
icles the daily development of 17 spe-
cies from hatching to fledging in pen-
cil and watercolor, something no one 
has ever done before. The book was the 
result of 13 years of serendipitous en-

counters with nesting birds. 
Her home base, an 80-acre sanctuary 

in Appalachian Ohio, is the wellspring 
of study and observation. Her home, 
ringed by hummingbird and butter-
fly gardens, is like a large blind, from 
which she becomes acquainted with 
birds, box turtles, bats, bobcats, and 
bugs. Leaving no creature unidentified 
is a potent way to connect with nature. 
Julie enjoys sharing her passion and cu-
riosity wherever she goes. n

CHILI COOK-OFF
SATURDAY, JAN. 25

IT’S TIME FOR THE ANNUAL

ENTER YOUR CHILI AT 
ANY OF THESE LOCATIONS

TASTINGS ARE FROM 4PM TO 7PM 
GRAND FINALE 7:30 AT BOBBY’S MONKEY BAR

AWARD FOR BEST TASTING CHILI
DETERMINED BY THE JUDGES
THE BUSINESS THAT WINS WILL HOST NEXT YEARS CONTEST!

PEOPLES CHOICE AWARD 
DETERMINED BY THE MOST VOTES

SPONSORED BY

Julie Zickefoose at the Friends of the Key West 
Library Lecture Series January 20
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The Studios of Key West announces the return of 
“Prime Time”
Continuing its mission to present 

the kind of theater you can’t see 
anywhere else, The Studios of Key West 
announces the return of “Prime Time,” 
a new musical comedy by Blake Hunter 
and Charles Lindberg. Tickets are now 
on sale for the production, which runs 
for a limited engagement of ten shows 
January 28 through February 8. 

One of the smash hits of last year’s 
season, Key West theater reviewer Joan-
na Brady says “Prime Time” is “...a wit-
ty, urbane musical with dialogue that’s 
tight, snappy, and crisp; the whole com-
bination is wildly entertaining.”

The show is the latest creative ven-
ture by Blake Hunter, a Key West 
resident with numerous Emmy nom-
inations and several BMI TV music 
awards. He served as a writer on the hit 
show “WKRP in Cincinnati,” Execu-
tive Producer on “Diff’rent Strokes,” 
and went on to co-create “Who’s the 
Boss?,” which ran for eight years and 
was syndicated all over the world.

The story takes place on the set of 
“The Jerry Cherry Show,” a once wildly 
popular variety show that’s lost its magic. 
Diana Cherry (Maribeth Graham) may 
be the show’s top executive and “the first 
female show-runner in Tinseltown,” but 
it’s her husband Jerry Cherry (Michael Castellano) who gets all the acclaim. With Jerry’s outsized ego, wandering eye, 

and extramarital exploits splashed across 
the tabloids, Diana has more to worry 
about than the show’s sinking ratings.

Enter Marty Davis (Jeremy Zoma), a 
comic whiz hired by the network to ush-
er in a younger audience. Marty may be 
just what the show needs, but when it 
turns out his interest goes deeper than 
just resuscitating the ratings, Diana is 
faced with a whole new set of problems.

Under the direction of Murphy Da-
vis, and with the help of musical direc-
tor Debra Barsha and choreographer 
Kyla Piscopink, the script takes off, 
propelled by commanding performanc-
es and a whiff of classic TV nostalgia. 
Rounding out the production are top 
local and national actors including 
Kristen Michelle, Erin McKenna, and 
Barry Tarallo, among others.

“Prime Time” opens January 28 at 
The Studios of Key West’s Helmerich 
Theater, 533 Eaton Street, and runs 
Tuesday through Saturday nights 
through February 8, with shows at 
8pm. Ticket prices range from $100 to 
$50, with discounts for Studios’ mem-
bers, and can be purchased at tskw.org 
or by calling 305-296-0458.

Watch highlights from last sea-
son’s production of “Prime Time” at 
https://vimeo.com/338915704. n

Diana Cherry (Maribeth Graham) and Jerry Cherry (Michael Castellano) reminisce 
about the early days of their romance. Credit: Larry Blackburn.
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I N  T H E  K E Y S 
F L O R I D A  K E Y S  S P C A

n Rescue Tail

Max and More
By Cathy Baier

Say the word “chicken” in Key 
West and most likely you will 

get one of two very emotional reac-
tions.  You might hear, “I hate those 
stupid birds!”  from someone deal-
ing with pre-dawn crowing, or a hen 
and chicks excavating  a well-mani-
cured garden. We get it! We under-
stand that normal chicken behavior 
sometimes gets in the way of normal 
human behavior. But for every per-
son who “hates” our island chickens, 
there’s a person who’s totally in love 
with them.  Like religion and poli-
tics, the topic of Key West chickens 
can be an intensely polarizing one, 
at times creating nasty conflicts be-
tween neighbors in our community. 

We don’t claim to have solutions to 
every conflict over chickens. Howev-
er, sometimes with more knowledge 
comes greater understanding, which 
can then lead to greater acceptance 
and  kindness toward others, no mat-
ter what form they take. As the highly 
popular author and researcher Brene 
Brown says (paraphrased), “It’s hard to 
hate close-up. Move in!” She suggests 
that getting to know someone better 
can be a path to changing the way we 
feel about them. Maybe this applies to 
chickens, as well as to people. 

A few facts about chickens that might 
surprise and maybe even impress:

• Chickens have very keen eyes and 
ears, along with their loud shrill 
voices. All evolved to keep them 
safe in the tropical jungle environ-
ments from which they originated 
so long ago.

• Chickens are sensitive to infrared 
light and can detect daylight be-
fore we can. 

• They can recognize people by 
their faces. 

• They have over 30 distinct com-
munications.

• “Locator calls” help members of 
the group stay in touch with each 
other. If a threat is detected, “alarm 
calls” are sent out to inform others 
of danger. The alarm call may even 
vary if the threat comes from above 
(a hawk) or on the ground (rac-
coon or fox), helping the chickens 
know what to prepare for.   There 
is also an “all clear” call when the 
danger has passed. Members of the 
flock look out for each other, and 
roosters can be highly protective of 
their family groups.

• Chickens are generous with 
their group when it comes to 
food and let others know when 
they find something good to eat. 
The communication can change 
based on the quality/amount of 
the food. The “Hey everybody, 
come over here; I just found the 
mother-lode of delicious bugs!” 
call can sound different from the 

call about something much less 
exciting.

• Chicks start communicating with 
their mother and siblings about 
24 hrs. before they come out of 
the shell to synchronize hatch-
ing. Biologists call this “click-
ing.” This helps the mother hen 
know how long to remain sitting 
on the nest.

• Chickens are anything but “chick-
en” when it comes to courage. 
Hens will fight to the death to 
protect her babies, no matter how 
big the threat!  A mother will call 
them to her and provide cover for 
them by spreading her wings to 
create protection. 

Chickens are social, loyal, protec-
tive, curious, intelligent, and affection-
ate when given the chance. Like other 
animals, there is much more to them 
than we realize. At the shelter, we’ve 
had the opportunity to “move in” and 
get to know one very special rooster. 
Max has been a teacher and an advocate 
for his kind. He has single-handedly or 

rather “single-roosterly”, changed the 
minds of many who thought chickens 
were just dumb birds. 

Max was rescued by a very caring 
person when he was an orphaned 
chick on the streets of Key West. He 
lived with her as a well-loved com-
panion bird for his first three years 
and during that time impressed her 
with intelligence, loyalty, and affec-
tion. He was also protective. With an 
uncanny way of knowing who was a 
friend and who was a stranger, Max 
would alert her if anyone approached 
the house. When she had to move 
from the Keys, Max came to stay with 
us.  We fell in love with his big per-
sonality and handsome looks. He’s 
now six years old and our resident 
rooster. He recognizes his friends, 
comes when he’s called (sometimes) 
and enjoys cuddling (when he’s in 
the mood). He likes car rides, dig-
ging in his dirt box for worms, and 
visiting with his wild chicken friend 
Jeff who comes every day. 

Recently his favorite person who 
raised him moved back to the area.  
When she came to see him, it was im-
mediately obvious that Max had not 
forgotten her. As soon as she picked 
him up, he layed his little rooster head 
against her chest and closed his eyes. 
In all the time he’d been with us, we’d 
never seen him do that before! Their 
connection was as strong as ever. She 
can’t have him where she’s living now 
but that doesn’t stop her from visiting 
every day.  He’s always happy to see her 
and quickly settles into her lap with a 
soft trill of peace and contentment. A 
chicken never forgets!

Chickens are complex and unique 
in many unexpected ways.  Max, an 
ambassador for his kind, only asks for 
kindness and tolerance for his friends 
as they carry on their day-to-day lives 
among us. n
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Actress Spotlight
Merry Jo Cortada Acting in Glass
Showing Jan 16 - Feb 1

Merry Jo Cortada has been per-
forming since birth, if you 

believe what her mother tells you. 
And yes, she was the little girl who 
would perform for her grandfa-
ther’s guests on the family coffee 
table. But since then, she has had 
the pleasure of performing all over 
the country. 

Her recent foray has found her 
in Los Angeles as Abuela in the 
Disney Channel’s ‘Stuck in the 
Middle’, Nita Colon in ‘Lila and 
Eve’ with Viola Davis and Jennifer 

Lopez, and as Maria opposite Bruce 
Boxleitner in Peter Ettinger’s ‘Bank 
Heist’. This summer found her 
in NYC performing in Tony Ma-
cy-Perez’s ’90 Miles of Separation’ 
at SummerFest and in Fort Lauder-
dale performing in Michael Aman’s 
2 short plays ‘Looking for Dick / 
Finding Jane’.

Merry Jo has been looking forward 
to bringing this grand dame of the 
American Theatre to the stage once 
again and hopes that you find her as 
fascinating as she does. n

Photo: Larry Blackburn

Merry Jo has been looking forward to bringing 
this grand dame of the American Theatre to the 
stage once again and hopes that you find her as 
fascinating as she does.
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B U S I N E S S  K E Y  W E S T W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Monroe County Sheriff Rick Ramsay (right) presents CFK President Dr. Jonathan Gueverra with a 
$100,000 donation for the construction of the College’s new Upper Keys Center.

“Love is in the air”
Love is in the air”, a Gala Benefit for 

May Sands Montessori School! Bring 
your sweetie or your bestie and get ready 
for this scintillating adult-only event under 
the stars:

• Jazzy cocktail hour with the one-and-only, 
sultry Bria Ansara

• Dinner buffet provided by the scrump-
tious Iron Chefs

• Spicy entertainment by Bellydance of Key 
West-The Southernmost Shimmies

• Get your paddle ready while Florida’s 
(2nd) Funniest Female, Stephanie Kaple, 
tickles your funny bone during our live 
auction

• Dance the night away with the always 
spectacular DJ Jimmy Jamz!

Sunset Green Event Lawn @ 24° North
February 1, 2020 6pm-10pm
Cocktail Hour 6-7
Tickets and more info maysandsmontessori.

com/gala-night-2020/ n

“
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Fringe Theater presents the final 
performances of Talley’s Folly, 

by Lanford Wilson, this week. The 
Back Room at the Key West Theater 
has been transformed into a dilapi-
dated boat house that serves as the 
backdrop for this beguiling romantic 
comedy that won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1980. 

“The play is a love-story of sorts,” 
says Fringe’s Artistic Director, Rebec-
ca Tomlinson.  “And by that I mean 
it’s a story about choosing to love de-
spite the setbacks of life.” Audience 
and critics alike have fallen for the 
endearing story. 

It’s a classic love story. Boy meets 
girl. Boy loses girl. Boy gets girl back. 
It was the formula of love stories for 

generations. “But Talley’s Folly gives 
both characters an equal voice in 
this story,” says Mathias Maloff, the 
show’s director. “There’s a real ebb 
and flow here.”

In just under 90 minutes, Matt 
must convince Sally to open herself to 
love. Although an unlikely pair on the 
surface, Sally and Matt begin a verbal 
pas-de-deux, in which the mysteries of 
their personal lives are finally revealed.

The play is the directorial debut 
of Mathias Maloff, who works with 
Fringe Theater’s Education program 
and is a popular local actor. “We 
think it’s important to develop new 
directors,” Tomlinson continues. 
“We want to ensure that the island’s 
theater community is still vibrant 
years from now.” 

The production stars Lauren Thomp-
son as Sally and Ross Pipkin as Matt. 

Lauren Thompson was born and 
raised in Key West. “I honed my act-
ing skills in the backyard of my grand-

mother’s home,” she jokes, remem-
bering performances on the stages of 
Mary Immaculate and the original 
Key West High School auditorium.  
This is her first production with the 
Fringe Theater.

Ross Pipkin moved to the island 17 
years ago.  “I met so many talented 
people on this island. It made me want 
to get back into acting. So I did!” Ross 
has built a substantial list of theatrical 
credits since then and has been seen 
on most of the island’s stages. His first 
production with Fringe was last sum-
mer’s The Pride. 

“A funny, sweet, touching, and mar-
velously contrived love poem for an 
apple from an orange,” the New York 

Post proclaimed of the play.
Talley’s Folly runs through Jan 18 

at 7pm in the Back Room at the Key 
West Theater, located at 512 Eaton 
Street. Doors open at 6:30pm. Tickets 
begin at $35 and are available online 
at www.fringetheater.org or by call-
ing the Fringe Box Office at 305-731-
0581. Seating is limited so advanced 
ticket purchase is encouraged. 

Fringe Theater is Key West’s com-
munity-focused theater. It offers 
unique opportunities for people to 
see and do theater. Fringe is a 501c3 
nonprofit with a vibrant and inclusive 
outreach and education program. For 
more information about Fringe, con-
tact info@fringetheater.org. n

Fringe Theater Key West

Final Performances of Talley’s Folly

Lauren Thompson and Ross Pipkin as Sally and Matt in Fringe Theater’s production 
of Talley’s Folly. Photos by: Roberta DePiero
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Students of Sigsbee Charter School prepare banners for the Soldier Ride

As part of his recent Service Project, Key West High School student Dylan Olive 
worked with the students and teachers at Sigsbee Charter School as he explored 
how the students would highlight the patriotism of this awesome Community.
Dylan created the outlines for 24  banners so that the students at Sigsbee could 
have a template to color. The benefits of this project have been far reaching - allow-
ing the children to express their gratitude and see their ideas come to life.

The Key West Military Affairs Committee would like to thank the Key West. In-
ternational Airport for their support of the American Flag Banners currently on 
display along N.Roosevelt from the Triangle to Ibis Bay. Students of Sigsbee Charter School prepare banners for the Soldier Ride
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The gift of a new home...
and hassle-free qualifying!

Since 1998, Kristen has created the best home loan scenarios for her clients with her industry 
knowledge, creativity and expert advice. Kristen lives and works in the Florida Keys.

Here’s what Kristen’s clients are saying:

We offer zero down VA loans, Jumbo loans, First Time Home Buyers, Conventional & Renovation 
loans, help for self-employed borrowers & more! We have a program to meet your needs.

Kristen Eklund  |  Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS 371443  |  305.587.4403  |  kristen@c2cmortgage.com

Call today for 
more information!

“I cannot recommend her services highly 
enough! She was seriously, AMAZING.  I’ve 
been self-employed for 20yrs making 
things a lot harder. She knew what 
needed to be done and how to make it 
happen. She’s a hard-working, patient, 
kind and an experienced professional 
who stuck with me 100% of the way. I 
couldn’t be more grateful. I’m writing this, 
from the back porch of my new home. 
Kristen is The Best!”

- BARB GROB

“Kristen, Thank you so much for helping us 
make our dreams come true!! We did not plan 
to buy a house when we came to visit.....but we 
did! It is a fantastic investment and will be a 
rental and a relaxing retreat for us!! I CANNOT 
believe you closed our loan in 15 days!!! Thank 
you again!! Signing everything was wicked 
easy online and the whole process couldn’t 
have been a better one. Thank you again!! I will 
recommend you to EVERYONE we meet!! From 
the bottom of our hearts,” 

- KARIN WEIGEL & FAMILY

NMLS 376205

Blood Drive Scheduled at 
Dolphin Research Center
Grassy Key…Give the gift of life by 

donating blood when One Blood 
holds a blood drive on Friday, January 
17th at Dolphin Research Center (DRC), 
mile marker 59, Grassy Key.  The blood 
mobile will be stationed in DRC’s park-
ing lot from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Blood 
is always needed for emergencies, and for 
people who have cancer, sickle cell, ane-
mia, blood disorders and other illnesses. 

Anyone who donates blood during the 
day will receive free admission to Dol-
phin Research Center and a free One-
Blood long-sleeve t-shirt. Donors also 
receive a free wellness checkup including 
blood pressure, pulse, temperature, iron 
count, pulse, and cholesterol screening. 
To reserve a time to make your donation, 
call Jeanne at DRC at 305-289-1121, ex-
tension 243. n

Bahama Village Music 
Program Seeks Artisans 
and Vendors for 20th 
Birthday Bash at Coffee 
Butler Amphitheater

Jewelry makers, food-crafters, artisans, 
and alchemists of all imaginings are 

invited to show and sell their creations 
at the Bahama Village Music Program’s 
20th Birthday Bash held Sunday, March 
29, from 12p.m. to 6p.m. at Coffee But-
ler Amphitheater in Key West. The free, 
family-friendly event celebrates 20 years 
of free music lessons taught by more 

than a dozen student teachers, 
professional instructors, and 
dedicated volunteers to over 
2,000 children who could not 
otherwise afford them with 
a day filled with music jam-
boree with performances by 
Key West’s finest musicians 
and BVMP students, audience 
jam-alongs, an artisan market, 
a cash bar, food trucks, a si-
lent auction, a kid’s zone, and 

of course, birthday cake. Special to the 
event will be the inaugural presentation 
of the Key West Music Hall of Fame 
inductees Coffee Butler, Ellen Sanchez, 
Fats Navarro, and Buddy Chavez. For 
more information email cricket@bvmp.
org. Celebrating 20 years of free music 
education. It takes a village. n

“Trolley Tour through 
Time”
The Matecumbe Historical Trust 

“Trolley Tour through Time” will 
be on Saturday, January 25. 2020.  
Our first tour of the season will start 
at 10 am from the Whale Harbor 
Restaurant located at 83413 Over-
seas Highway, Islamorada, Florida.  A 
monitor is located at the front of the 
trolley showing over ninety photos of 
the past as you see what they are today. 

Tours take approximately one hour.  
Call for reservations as seating is lim-
ited. Adults are $20.00 a person, chil-
dren six and under are free.  A pop up 
shop by MHT volunteers will provide 
information, books, t-shirts, historic 
photographs and memorabilia for sale. 

Join us for a colorful and much ac-
claimed historical tour on the islands 
of Islamorada.  Enjoy an enlightening 
trolley ride through time.

Special tours can be arranged 
for groups. For more information 
or reservations contact Barbara at 
305-393-0940. n
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The Magical Custom House Mystery Tour is 
coming to take you Back in Time on February 6 
with Beatles Tribute band performance and party
The Magical Custom House Mystery 

Tour is coming to take you away 
with Key West Art & Historical Soci-
ety’s 4th annual Back in Time fundraiser 
on Thursday, February 6 from 6:00pm-
10:00pm at the historic San Carlos In-
stitute. Break out your bellbottoms, go-
go boots, Nehru jackets and tie-dyes for 
this costumed 1960s-themed event that 
opens with a cocktail reception from 
6:00pm – 7:00pm and includes a silent 
auction, 50/50 raffle, and prizes for the 
best dressed, and features a live perfor-
mance from 7:00pm – 9:00pm by the re-

nowned Beatles tribute band, Let It Be.
Let It Be is a spectacular theatrical 

concert that promises to be the most 
mesmerizing live recreation of the 
Beatles music you will ever experience, 
with an auditory and costume extrava-
ganza that captures the songs, sounds, 
and classic tunes made famous by the 
most celebrated band in history. With 
a convincing all-star cast of musicians 
that has wowed crowds from Halifax to 
Hollywood, Let It Be suspends reality 
to help audiences Get Back to the mag-
ical sixties as if it were the real thing. 

Proceeds from the annual Back in 
Time event support the Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys’ Cus-
tom House Preservation Fund, cur-
rently earmarked for Phase 2 of the 
Custom House Mechanical project 
that will replace air handler units and 
exterior chillers to help stabilize the 
award-winning museum’s temperature 
and insures the preservation of the 
building and all of its many archived 
and exhibited collections. 

Come Together to help support the 
128-year-old Custom House building’s 

ongoing preservation needs and step 
“Back in Time” to invest in the future. 
Tickets are $75 for General Admission, 
$100 for Preferred Seating on the first 
floor, which includes a complimentary 
drink, hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar, 
and $150 for second floor VIP seating, 
which includes open bar, hors d’oeu-
vres, and an after-party from 9:00pm-
10:00pm featuring DJ George Ader-
hold and all of your favorite 60s tunes. 
All funds raised will be matched by the 
Dogwood Foundation. For tickets visit 
KWAHS.ORG/ tickets. n
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An ultra-private oasis at the end  
of a quiet Old Town Key West Lane 

BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE REAL ESTATE EDITOR
Photos Contributed 

For the discriminating 
buyer who respects the 

colorful history of Key West, here’s a 
charming Old Town cottage you’ll fall 
in love with at first sight. If living “off 
the beaten path” is important this one 
more than fits the bill.

In fact the home at 720 Passover 
Ln. is located at the very end of a 
quiet and private Old Town walking 
lane, some 50 paces from the Sexton 
house in the historic and picturesque 
Key West Cemetery.

This recently renovated jewel was 
built in Key West’s heyday as a seaport 
town, and has the architectural styling 
to prove it. It’s twice been featured on 
the Old Island Restoration Founda-

tion’s tours of exceptional Old Town 
properties, and for good reason. The 

924-square-foot home is loaded with 
historic features that make it a perfect 

oasis for island living, while the mod-
ernized interior has all the amenities 
and finishes of a decorator’s dream.

High vaulted ceilings with love-
ly exposed beams make possible the 
large sleeping loft located in the 
master suite, with its deluxe en-suite 
bathroom. The same cathedral ceil-
ings add roominess to the open-con-
cept living areas, which are bathed in 
natural light. Flooring is of bamboo 
and granite, and well-placed bamboo 
accents throughout give the place a 
truly tropical look, even in the gour-
met kitchen with its top-of-the-line 
stainless steel appliances.

The good-sized bathroom is like-
wise tastefully appointed, with granite 
floors and walls, and over sized shower 
stall. Two handsome restored doors in 
the living area have been custom paint-

The open-concept living area has plenty of natural light and architectur-
al details such as granite flooring and two barn-type doors painted as a 
mural by noted local artist Rick Worth.

The chefs’ kitchen features new stainless steel appliances and bamboo 
walls. Efficient use of space allows for a decent-sized dining area.
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A spacious sleeping loft can be accessed though the master suite, 
with its beautifully remodeled ensuite bathroom.

The bathroom has been tastefully remodeled. This barn door mural by noted Key West artist Rick Worth is included 
in the home’s purchase price.

The ultra-private rear deck is a great place to relax after a long day.
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

Contact us to view our current listings!

611 Grinnell St., #4
Old Town • 2BD/1BA 

Ideal Downtown Location! 
$624,997

2916 Seidenberg Ave. 
New Town • 3BD/2BA
Great Neighborhood!

$615,000
Contact us to discuss your 2020 Real Estate goals!

Congratulations to our Sellers & Buyers! Recently Sold! 
1119 Whitehead St. • 1016 Varela St., Rear • 523 Elizabeth St.

Mike Caron
REALTOR  



Cell: 508.269.8565
Office: 305.296.7078

mike@caronkeywest.com
201 Front St., Suite 101, Key West

  720 PASSOVER LANE, KEY WEST 

Tucked away at the end of a 
quiet, walking Old Town lane sits 
this beautifully renovated jewel of 
a historic home. Twice on the 
OIRF tour, this lovely home has it 
all. Beautiful finishes highlight this 
wonderful property with fabulous 
vaulted ceiling, chef’s kitchen and 
open floor plan making this a 
true gem. Lovely master suite 
with loft and ensuite bathroom, 
bamboo floors and decorator 
finishes. Granite floors add 
elegance, stained glass accents 
and Rick Worth painted doors 
add Key West charm. Newly 
constructed rear deck provides 
perfect outside peace and quiet. 
Make this historic oasis your own 
Piece of Paradise. $799,000

SEE
MAP

(305) 745-4030

See Map

1

See MapSee Map

4

2

3
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See Map

5

ed by well-known Key West artist Rick 
Worth, with an island scene that blends 
in beautifully with the setting of this 
pretty home. The doors lead to a small 
office that could be used as a guest bed-
room if desired. There’s also a full-sized, 
stacked washer and dryer placed in a 
convenient nook.

A new central air conditioning unit 
provides the climate control. There are 
even four stained-glass windows, for ex-
tra local color!

Enjoy romantic candlelit dinners on 
the newly constructed rear deck that pro-
vides perfect peace and quiet in this laid-
back neighborhood, where street parking 
is easy to find. The lot is compact, which 
means lower maintenance, but it is taste-

fully designed and landscaped to maxi-
mize every inch with decking and beauti-
ful mature plants.

This very desirable neighborhood 
is located just steps from some of Key 
West’s finest restaurants, theaters and 
museums, and all the buzz of Duval 
Street. It’s still just a short drive to New 
Town shopping and other amenities. 

This home is being offered for just 
$799,000.00.

For more information, or to arrange a 
showing call Listing Agent Mike Caron 
of Keller Williams Key West Compass 
Realty at 508-269-8565 or email mike@
caronkeywest.com

keysscribe@aol.com

The home is located at the very end of a quiet Old Town walking-only lane.

Mature landscaping highlights the rear deck area.
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

1

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 1000 Eaton Street, Key West FL 33040 Michelle Clauson Kirby, ReMax Keys Connection 305-849-1276

2 720 Passover Lane, Key West  Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

3 2916 Seidenberg Ave. Key West 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 611 Grinnell St., #4, Key West 2BD/1BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

5 1215 Newton St. Key West, FL 33040
Tina M Masters
Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate Co. (KW)

305-923-0062

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

Cudjoe Key
2 

4

5 

3
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Keller Williams KW Compass Keller Williams KW Compass 11/12/19  $727,500  $700,000 1001 16th Terr 1963 Single Fam 3 No 4

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Coldwell Banker Schmitt 16/12/19  $689,000  $679,000 2421 Linda Ave 1953 Single Fam 2 No 3

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 10/12/19  $1,300,000  $1,265,000 1500 Atlantic Blvd, #114 1986 Condo 2 Yes 2

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Key West Properties 10/12/19  $740,000  $725,000 1800 Atlantic Blvd, C322 1987 Condo 2 Yes 2

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Ocean Sotheby's International 12/12/19  $549,000  $520,000 1075 Duval St, 15C & 16C 1987 Commercial 0 No 1

Ocean Sotheby's International Ocean Sotheby's International 13/12/19  $499,000  $465,000 308 Margaret St, #6 1954 Single Fam 1 No 1

Truman & Co. Truman & Co. 13/12/19  $800,000  $800,000 1023 Southard St 1938 Single Fam 2 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 16/12/19  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 523 Elizabeth St 1938 Single Fam 3 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty Keller Williams KW Compass 16/12/19  $850,000  $850,000 1016 Varela St, Rear 1994 Single Fam 3 No 1

BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty BHHS Knight & Gardner Realty 05/12/19  $1,360,000  $1,300,000 1119 Whitehead 1923 Single Fam 3 No 1

Based on information found in the Key West Association of Realtors® MLS from December 10th, 2019 to December 17th, 2019.
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