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THE 300
BY MAYOR HEATHER CARRUTHERS
Monroe County Commissioner, District 3

I have long been an advocate of great-
er affordability of housing in the 

Keys, from my work with FIRM, 
to the County’s Affordable Housing 
Advisory Committee, to my efforts 
post-Irma to jump-start construction 
of workforce housing. It may come 
as a surprise, then, that I strongly be-
lieve the BOCC’s 3-2 vote to begin the 
process to accept 300 ROGOs for af-
fordable housing is wrong-headed and 
short-sighted.

We have just spent the past few 
weeks working to convince legislative 
leaders that the 24-hour evacuation 

constraint is essential to preserving the 
Keys. By accepting the 300, we send a 
contradictory message to Tallahassee: 
“just kidding about those 24 hours.” 
There goes our credibility.  And I’m 
puzzled that some of the very people 
who voted against streamlining the 
bureaucratic process to build work-
force housing (Goal 109) within our 
existing capacity jumped at the chance 
to overdevelop our Keys.  

For 28 years, the number of humans 
our island chain can support has been 
based on our ability to evacuate resi-
dents within 24 hours of landfall of a 
hurricane. That number has been man-
aged through the distribution of build-
ing permits in our ROGO system. This 

metric has determined our carrying 
capacity and protected both life and 
the environment. Our infrastructure 
(sewers, electricity, freshwater supply, 
medical facilities, roadways, schools) 
has been balanced to accommodate it. 
(Notably, the evacuation model cur-
rently assumes a 62% residential oc-
cupancy rate during hurricane season.)

Accepting the additional ROGOs 
above that capacity threatens this bal-
ance, and potentially well beyond the 
1,300 units that have been offered by 
the State. Here’s why. If someone can 
agree to evacuate 48 hours pre-landfall 
just because they live in a designat-
ed workforce housing unit, why can’t 
someone else sign an affidavit agreeing 

to evacuate in 48 hours or to spend 
hurricane season outside of the Keys, 
and thus receive a building permit? 

We are not talking, then, about 
1,300 units, but about 8,860 more 
dwelling units, because 7,560 undevel-
oped parcels will remain at the end of 
ROGO. 8,860 units means over 20,000 
more residents. It means millions if not 
billions of dollars to scale up infrastruc-
ture. It means more traffic, more impact 
to nearshore waters, more environmen-
tal stress, all while we face expensive 
mitigation and adaptation projects to 
address sea level rise. Thanks to supply 
and demand, it means a loss in value of 

 X Continued on page 4
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BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

Longtime School Board 
member Andy Grif-

fiths has a message to area 
early voters: Don’t forget 

to vote within the be-here-before-you-
know-it March 2-14 window estab-
lished by the Supervisor of Elections 
- and be sure to check the box to renew 
the revenue-neutral Flexible Funding 
for Monroe County Schools.

“Right now there are about 12,000 
early voting ballots out there on peo-
ple’s kitchen tables,” Griffiths said. 
“The danger is that they forget about 
them, and we lose this benefit.

The mechanism, which Griffiths 
called a tax “reallocation” has over the 

years helped the School District go 
from the middle of the pack to the top 
of the deck, in terms of teacher pay. 
That’s where we need to be in order to 
retain long-term teachers, and other 
district personnel and their families, he 
added. Flexible Funding is popular be-
cause it’s mostly invisible and painless 
and necessary in most people’s eyes, but 
Griffiths worries that this kitchen table 
issue may just get lost in the shuffle of 
mail literally on that very table, when 
they need to be counted at the office of 
the Supervisor of Elections.

“We started doing this in 2004 and 
the legislature required we go to the 
voters every four years, to continue 
this transfer of funds,” Griffiths said. 
“So we have passed this is 2004, ‘08, 
‘12, and ‘16, and now we are out ask-

ing again in 2020.
“In 2004 our teachers were aver-

age pay in the state and yet live in the 
highest cost county. So after promising 
the voters we would levy a tax for sala-
ries and lower the capital tax by exactly 
the same amount, so there’s no tax in-
crease, but simply a shift from the cap-
ital fund to the people fund. Since we 
started doing this our teachers are now 
top paid in the state, across the board.”

Of late Griffiths has taken to the air-
waves, pitching the same message:

“This 1/2 mil tax is worth 
$15,000,000, or put another way: 
15,000 per employee. Or another way, 
1765 per student. With no increase in 
tax, just a shift of existing taxes. We 
promised this to the voters in 2004 
and have kept the promise ever since.”

County early voting sites will be open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., beginning 
Monday, March 2 and ending Satur-
day, March 14. The primary itself takes 
place on March 17.

County Early voting sites include 
the Supervisor of Elections offices at 
530 Whitehead St., #101, in Key West; 
10015 Overseas Hwy, in Marathon; 
and at 102050 Overseas Hwy. #137, in 
Key Largo.

Other early voting sites include the Big 
Pine Key Community Park, End of Sands 
Road, 31009 Atlantis Dr., on Big Pine 
Key; and the Islamorada Branch Library, 
81830 Overseas Hwy., in Islamorada.

For more information, visit https://
www.keyselections.org/ n

keysscribe@aol.com

K E Y  N E W S

Don’t forget to vote Flexible Funding during  
pre-primary early voting, Griffiths says

A Strong Back Float Can Save Your Life!
Most drownings 
can be prevented 

if we relax 
on our back!

We need to practice 
the back float 

every time 
we swim!

www.keys2swim.com
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existing developed properties. And what about US1? 
Is it even feasible to widen the road and 42 bridges 
to move more traffic? I doubt it. 

Further, the 48-hour constraint for the work-
force is impractical. Our workforce – utility work-
ers, deputies, public works employees – are the 
last to evacuate when a storm threatens. They but-
ton-up the Keys as residents leave, and some are 
required to stay during a storm. Tourists must get 
out of town 48 hours before landfall, and hotel staff 
must check them out and secure hotel property – 
not to mention their own homes – before a storm 
hits. These are the people who inhabit affordable 
developments. What do we do if they can’t or won’t 
leave? Evict them?

Mother Nature is the greatest complication. The 
weather service will admit that while their predic-
tive capabilities of a storm’s track have improved, 
their ability to forecast strength is not perfect. A 
storm that appears benign and doesn’t trigger an 
early evacuation makes a sudden turn, increases 

speed or intensifies significantly, and we are left 
with no time to get off the rock. The Labor Day 
storm of 1935 and more recently, Hurricane Mi-
chael, are prime examples.

Anyone who has been here for any length of time 
also knows that storms don’t always end up being 
as damaging as predicted. As a former hotelier, I 
closed my doors and sent my guests home 8 times 
in 14 months during the ‘04-’05 seasons, when just 
one of those storms actually caused serious dam-
age to Key West. Evacuations 48 hours in advance 
sometimes prove unnecessary – and expensive for 
both businesses and employees. 

Finally, the entire proposal has been challenged 
in court, with no judicial decision expected until 
May.  There was no reason to take any action until 
that legal battle is settled, no reason to have staff 
spend time and tax dollars on an issue that may, in 
the end, be moot. The BOCC voted a year ago to 
hold off on any decision until that case was settled. 
What changed?

This was a hasty decision and bad public policy. 
It threatens our people’s safety, our environment 
and our quality of life. n
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The City of Key West is accepting 
applications for the Heritage 

Tree program, a program created to 
identify trees of special significance 
to the people in the city.

“A heritage tree is a tree that is historically sig-
nificant and is associated with a notable local or re-
gional historical event, person, structure, or land-
scape, has been dedicated or planted as a public 
memorial, or its species is important to the history 
of the community,” said Karen DeMaria, Urban 
Forester for the City of Key West.

“It is a local designation that seeks to raise com-
munity awareness by officially recognizing note-
worthy trees in the city,” she said. “Any tree deter-
mined to be of unique and intrinsic value to the 
general public because of its size, age, historic asso-
ciation or ecological value can be a heritage tree.”

Applications are currently being accepted un-
til June 30th. Applications can be found on the 

City’s web site at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov; just 
click on the tree commission link. They are also 
available in the Building Department at City 
Hall, 1300 White Street.

Applications can be submitted for trees located 
on either public or private property.  If the proper-
ty owner is not the one submitting the application, 
the property owner must give consent for the ap-
plication to be processed.

Prior to final issuance of a heritage tree status, 
a signed agreement with property owner must 
be part of the file. The submitted application is 
then reviewed by the Urban Forester then for-
warded to the Tree Commission for final review 
and vote. Final decision granting the heritage 
tree approval would be done by the City Com-
mission. The goal of this program is to have a 
marker placed at the tree location and a website 
list and map created for people to view the loca-
tions of the trees. n

The City of Key West Accepting 
Heritage Tree Nominations
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Tong Named Sunshine Scholar
BY EMMA SCEPKOVA
KONK LIFE STUDENT WRITER

Goals and aspirations are what 
fuel the flame of knowledge and 

keep it burning like a wildfire. This 
sense of hope for a fortunate future 
is what can ignite the passion and 
yearning for more.

An exemplary student who shows 
this diligence in her school work is 
Christina Tong, an 11th grader at Key 
West High School (KWHS). She was 
selected as the 2019 Sunshine State 
Scholar because of her exceptional 
grades and academic record. 

A fundamental key to success is a plan 
for the future, and in a few words, Tong 

briefly describes her dreams for the fu-
ture: “I want to attend a top school, like 
an Ivy League or something of similar 
ranking.” She continues, “After college, 
I’d like to become a book editor and/or 
an engineer. Eventually, I want to write 
YA (young adult) novels.” 

Tong’s love for writing and litera-
ture is clearly apparent when looking 
over her past accomplishments. She 
has written a myriad of articles, short 
stories and award winning poetry, 
which have been published. 

She also attributes other reasons to 
her academic achievements. Tong re-
marks, “I’ve mostly kept my grades up 
and aimed for classes that give higher 
weighted GPAs, like AP and DE class-

es. I’ve taken a lot of classes, including 
a few over summer.”

Along with these reasons, Tongs 
shares some advice that could help 
others to keep their grades up: “Be 
organized and procrastinate less. Also, 
try to cut out distractions, even if it’s 
for a small amount of time.” 

“I focus on school because it’s some-
thing I consider myself to be good at, 
as opposed to something like dance,” 
Tong adds.

This young woman has not only 
found what she is good at and is suc-
cessful with, but she also has found her 
passion: writing. These two things are 
key elements that lead to happiness 
and a solid future. n

Christina Tong, a studious young wom-
an who is determined to excel in aca-
demics, wins as the KWHS Sunshine 
State Scholar.  
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Key Largo School Third 
Graders Complete Junior 
Banker Program
First State Bank congratulates the 

most recent group of Key Largo 
School third graders on their comple-
tion of the Junior Banker program. 
The Junior Bankers learned the funda-

mentals of everyday banking over the 
course of three months working along-
side First State Bank Customer Service 
Representatives, Tellers, and Branch 
Managers. n

Pictured (L to R front row): First State Bank Tradewinds Teller Debra Hollis, Junior 
Bankers Charles Alexander Royal Jr, and Macie Noel Lykins, Tradewinds Teller Sara-
hys Gamez-Burciaga, and Lead Teller Sonia Barajas.

Coast Guard Auxiliary 
offers 1 day boating 
course
The U.S. Coast Guard Auxilia-

ry/Key West offers “ABOUT 
BOATING SAFELY” at St. Mary 
Star of the Sea, 1010 Windsor Ln., 
Key West.  The one day course will 
be held Saturday, March 7 from 
9:00am to 4:00pm in the Klaus 
Murphy Center.

Participants earn their Florida 
State Boater’s ID card which is re-
quired for anyone born after De-
cember 31, 1987, to operate a boat 
of 10 horsepower or more. Many 
insurance companies offer discounts 
with this course certification.

Topics covered include Florida 
and Federal Regulations, Safety 
Equipment, Navigation Rules, 

Boating Hazards, Trailering and 
Protecting Your Boat.  

The course fee (including ma-
terials) is $30 per person; $50 per 
couple sharing a book.  Payable at 
the door.

Preregistration is required. 
Space is limited.  Contact Rog-
er Bencze at (305) 916-1787, or 
Rwb.uscgaux1301@gmail.com

The Coast Guard estimates 
that human error accounts for 70 
percent of all boating accidents.  
Monroe County leads the nation 
in boating accidents and fatalities.  
The Coast Guard recommends 
that all boaters take a boating safe-
ty course. n

Key West Writers Guild 
Meeting Sat, March 14
The Key West Writers Guild 

will meet Saturday, March 
14, 2020, from 9:00 A.M. to 
noon in the Conference Room 
at the Condominiums at 2601 S. 

Roosevelt Blvd., Key West Flor-
ida. Enter through the gate just 
to the left of the flagpoles. Please 
park across the street on South 
Roosevelt. n
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL THE GARDENS ON THE DAYS OF  
THE TOUR AND IN ADVANCE AT KEY WEST GARDEN CLUB,  
1100 ATLANTIC BLVD. OR AT KEYWESTGARDENCLUB.COMKEYWESTGARDENCLUB.COM

Key West 
Garden Club 
Garden Tours
Take a peek behind the garden gates of pri-

vate homes in Key West. The Key West 
Garden Club hosts a walking tour of four 
beautiful, diverse, gardens on Friday and Sat-
urday, February 28th and 29th from 10 AM 
to 3 PM. Key West Garden Club docents will 
be at each garden with detailed plant lists 
and horticultural information. On both days 
there will be  a talk about orchids at 11AM at 
1131 Johnson St and a talk about the garden 
at 1225 South St at 2PM. 

Tickets are a $25.00 donation and are avail-
able at all the gardens on the days of the Tour 
and in advance at West Martello Tower, 1100 
Atlantic Blvd. Tickets may also be bought on 
line at keywestgardenclub.com. Keep your 
email as receipt to show at the Gardens.

The tickets are good for both days.Infor-
mation at 305-294-3210 or keywestgarden-
club.com For more information Mary Olson, 
molson5500@gmail.comor Rosi Ware, Rosi.
Ware@kantar.com

The Gardens featured on the Tour are: 
1225 South St, 1131 Johnson St, 1101 Casa 
Marina Ct, 1028 Flagler Ave. n

“Legalized Love” Exhibition at 
The Studios Celebrates Diversity 
through Portraiture
Legalized Love,” an exhibition of 

mixed media portraits of con-
temporary LGBT families by artist 
David Genest, opens in March in 
the Zabar Project Gallery at The 
Studios of Key West. The public 
is invited to an opening reception 
during the “First Thursday” event 
on March 5 from 6-8pm at The 
Studios, 533 Eaton Street. 

David Genest has been refining 
his technique as a portrait artist for 
nearly 10 years. Lately, he’s turned his 
attention to depicting the quiet, “ev-
eryday yet extraordinary” moments 
in LGBT family life. One of Genest’s 
latest pieces captures two mothers 
reading to their son at bedtime, an-
other portrays two fathers helping 
their child take his very first steps.

“Representation is important. As 
an artist, I feel I am driven to portray 
LGBT families,” says Genest. “With 
marriage equality, I want to ensure 
that LGBT families are included in 
the standard catalogue of portraiture.”  

Genest’s distinctive style shines 

through in his current exhibition 
which is comprised of ten mixed 
media works in a monotonal palette 
of acrylic, ink, charcoal and pho-
to transfer. While the works evoke 
images of non-traditional families, 
one is left with the sense that we are 
all a part of one human family. 

“The fact that we’ve only begun 
seeing representations of LGBT fam-

ilies when they have always been part 
of our society is my overarching ob-
jective.” Genest continues. “We can’t 
forget the families that never were, or 
never could be represented because of 
archaic ideas and societal taboos.”

Genest’s unique trajectory as an 
artist includes two decades of practic-
ing and teaching Anatomic Patholo-
gy at Harvard Medical School, and 
several years of working closely with 
his mentor, the famed Key West art-
ist and instructor Roberta Marks. For 
years, he created abstracted represen-
tational portraits in Boston and Prov-
incetown, MA, and in Highlands, 
NC where most of his subjects came 
from the LGBT community. Since 
2018, his paintings have transitioned 
from facial portraits to full-figured 
portraits of families.

“Legalized Love” remains on view 
through March 26. Genest will dis-
cuss his work during a half hour 
artist talk on Tuesday, March 24 at 
5:30pm at The Studios. The talk is 
free and open to the public. n

“

“Flesh and Blood” (Multimedia on 
canvas) by David Genest
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Shadow a Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical 
Garden Docent
Interested in learning more 

about native plants?  And, 
maybe someday leading 
Garden tours for visitors in-
cluding Cruise Ship passen-
gers? You are welcome to see 
what the Garden’s Docents 
do when conducting tours 
by accompanying any of us 
as we guide guests through 
the Key West Tropical For-
est & Botanical Garden.

You’ll see what we do 
and say and we’ll be happy 
to help you to continue to 
learn more about the Gar-
den’s history, its Cham-

pion and Legacy trees, its 
incredible collection of 
palms, both native and Cu-
ban, and its amazing vari-
ety of native plants.  Even 
if it were possible, there 
is no need to know every-
thing about the Garden’s 
fauna and flora. 

Share what you know 
and enjoy best about the 
Garden just as we do as gar-
den docents.  Most tours 
are about an hour and a half 
long.  Call 305 849-6641 to 
learn the dates and times of 
our upcoming tours. n

Photo attached by Audrey Thompson:  Docent Richard Rezba describes native palms to 
tour visitors.
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Tobacco Retail 
Licensing Helps 
Prevent Youth 
Access
Monroe County’s anti-vaping team is working to educate key 

stakeholders on the benefits of adopting local tobacco retail 
licenses (TRLs) to prevent youth access to tobacco and e-ciga-
rettes. Retail at the point of sale has been proven as the main cause 
of youth exposure to tobacco. Considering 9 out of 10 smokers 
start before the age of 18, TRLs can help reduce youth exposure 
and prevent them from forming a smoking habit by providing 
local control over tobacco retailing. The anti-vaping team com-
prises the Tobacco Free Florida Keys Partnership, Students Work-
ing Against Tobacco (SWAT), and Keys to Be The Change.  For 
more information or to get involved, contact Priscilla Bennett at 
Priscilla.Bennett@flhealth.gov or 305-676-3856. n

Celebrity Artist Bill Mack to 
Appear in Key West
An impressive collection of artwork and ex-

traordinary sculpture by world-renowned 
artists Bill Mack and Gary Welton will be on 
exhibition and available for acquisition at Key 
West Gallery in Key West. The limited-engage-
ment exhibition begins Thursday, February 27, 
2020 and extends through Sunday, March 1, 
2020. Bill Mack, artist of Presidents, Celebri-
ties and Luminaries, premiers his Hollywood 
Collection: all inspired by his acquisition & res-
toration of the original Hollywood Sign. A por-
trait of honoree Al Pacino created by Bill Mack 
using the metal from the sign as the canvas was 
created exclusively for the 2019 American Icon 
Awards. The global sensation will be making 
very special appearances at the gallery on Friday, 
February 28 and Saturday, February 29 from 

7:00pm – 11:00pm. The gallery is open every 
day from 10:00am – 11:00pm. RSVPs for the 
Artist Appearances are suggested at 305-923-
1696 or info@keywestgallery.com. Visit www.
keywestgallery.com for more info. n

TICKETS & INFO AT 
www.womankindkeywest.org • 305.294.4004  

Photo by Johnny White

3 DAYS OF EVENTS. 
2 BELOVED SPEAKERS. 
1 WEEKEND OF REFLECTION.

Friday, March 20 - Sunday, March 22

$225 TICKET INCLUDES:
FRI reception
SAT presentation & workshops
SUN yoga, brunch, & wrap-up 

International speaker and New York Times bestseller Sophy Burnham (author 
of A Book of Angels) and entrepreneur, CEO advisor and columnist Dr. Gayle 
Carson (aka “Spunky Old Broad”) reveal new ways to consider the second half 
of your life. Moderated by local coach, consultant, and columnist Elisa Levy.
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Keys History & Discovery 
Center Presents Lecture 
About Cuban Missile Crisis
Islamorada – Keys History & Discovery 

Center Presents…Above & Beyond: JKF 
and the Florida U-2 Pilots During the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis, a lecture on Wednesday, 
March 4, with New York Times Bestsell-
ing Author Michael Tougias.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., lecture be-
gins at 6 p.m. The lecture is at the Keys 
History & Discovery Center and Island-
er Resort Conference Center, MM 82. A 
large audience is expected. Secure your 
seat with an advance registration at 305-
922-2237 or info@keysdiscovery.com.

In this presentation based on his book 
Above & Beyond, Tougias chronicles the 
13 harrowing days of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis and then outlines the steps Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy made to reach a de-
cision on a course of action. Special em-
phasis is given to the heroes of the crisis 
– the U-2 pilots who flew from Orlando 
to Cuba to secure the photographic proof 
that the Soviets were installing nuclear 
missiles on the island.

Join us as he entertains with the 
dramatic chronicling of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis while providing useful 
analysis of JFK’s process of tackling 
major decisions in practical ways that 

others can learn from and adopt. It’s 
an especially timely topic today with 
current tensions with North Korea 
and Russia.

Appetizers and a cash bar will 
be available. Members are free. 
Non-members cost is $10. Reserva-
tions to be made at 305-922-2237 or 
info@keysdiscovery.com.

For more information, call 305-922-
2237 or go to www.keysdiscovery.com. n

NYT Bestselling Author Michael Tou-
gias will talk on the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis on Wednesday, March 4 at Keys His-
tory & Discovery Center.
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Monroe County Appoints 
Shannon Weiner as New Director 
of Emergency Management

KEY WEST, FL 
– The Monroe 

County Board of 
County Commission-

ers promoted Deputy Director 
Shannon Weiner to Director of 
Monroe County Emergency Man-
agement at the Wednesday meeting. 
Current Director Marty Senterfitt 
will have a 3-month transition peri-
od with Weiner, from which he may 
move into a consultant role for the 
County. She has been with Monroe 
County Emergency Management 
since March 2016. 

“I look forward to continuing to 
grow the partnerships Emergency 
Management has in the communi-
ty as we carry out our mission to 
build safety, strength, and disaster 
resiliency for Monroe County,” 
said Weiner.

Most recently, Weiner was Dep-
uty Incident Commander for the 
Monroe County response and re-
covery of Hurricane Irma in 2017 
and the 2016 screw worm outbreak. 
She also was the assigned as Plan-

ning Chief for Charlotte County 
during Hurricane Charley in 2004 
while Emergency Management 
Coordinator for Sarasota County. 
When she moved the Florida Keys 
in 2011, she was an intelligence 
analysist for Monroe County Sher-
iff’s Office. 

Weiner has a Master of Business 
Administration from the Universi-
ty of Tampa and is a Florida Pro-
fessional Emergency Manager. She 
also sits on the Florida Emergency 

Preparedness Association (FEPA) 
Certification Commission, Mass 
Care Working Group, and is the as-
sociation’s Alternate Area Governor 
for Southeast Florida Region 7. 

Weiner currently does the plan-
ning, training and exercise activities 
for the department and serves on 
the Coast Guard Florida Keys Area 
Committee and the Department 
of Homeland Security Task Force-
South East. In addition, she has 
served as representative to the Flori-
da State Working Group on Domes-
tic Preparedness and co-chaired the 
first Florida Region 6 Tactical In-
teroperable Communications Plan. 

“I have complete confidence in 
passing the torch to Shannon af-
ter working with her the past four 
years. She is talented, profession-
al, and well-respected among our 
peers,” Senterfitt said. He added 
that he has immense love for the 
Florida Keys and after the tran-
sition would be dedicated to the 
community as a consultant in the 
face of any future disaster. n

Artist Alice Hargrave 
on “Last Calls: Why 
Save That Simple 
Brown Bird?”
The Florida Keys Audubon 

Society’s speaker series 
will continue on Wednesday, 
March 4 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Key West Public Library, 
700 Fleming St. Please note 
this is a new location while 
the Key West Garden Club is 
under renovation.

The speaker will be pho-
to-based artist Alice Hargrave, who creates visual 
representations of bird songs. Hargrave will give 
a program entitled “Last Calls: Why Save That 
Simple Brown Bird?”

“For Last Calls I create abstract patterned 
“portraits” of the most threatened and endan-
gered birds of the world. They are constructed 
using Spectrogram recordings, sound files depict-
ing sound wave patterns of actual bird calls. Also 
included are archives of the voices of scientists 
describing field conditions, dates, times, and the 
catalog numbers of each recording,” said Har-
grave.  “I want to push the photographic medium 
and materials in order to let these birds shout out 
with vivid loud colorful pattern, giving voice to 
these species in peril, and in some cases depicting 
their last calls in the wild,” said Hargrave.

Admissions is free and open to anyone who 
is interested. For more information email key-
saudubon@gmail.com or leave a voicemail at 
305-771-5807. n

Alice Hargrave, 
Credit: Jessica 
Tampas
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County Commissioners Start The Process for 
Accepting The State-offered 300 Affordable 
Rogo Allocations

KEY WEST, FL – The 
Monroe County 

Board of County Com-
missioners voted 3-2 to 

direct staff to start the process for draft-
ing proposals that would accept the 300 
workforce/affordable early evacuation 
Rate of Growth Ordinance (ROGO) al-

locations offered by the State of Florida. 
Accepting the allocations will initiate a 
text amendment to the County’s com-
prehensive plan and codes. It is antic-
ipated to take 12 months to make the 
text amendments.  

The cities of Key West, Marathon, 
and Islamorada have already accept-

ed the allocations and have pending 
lawsuits against them from commu-
nity members who are concerned 
that the issuance of 1,300 additional 
ROGO units will jeopardize public 
safety during hurricane evacuations.

The staff was also directed to do 
further analysis regarding potential 

movement of a portion of the re-
maining market rate ROGO units 
to the affordable housing allocation 
pool at this time. By the time any 
change could be implemented, it is 
estimated the County will have 314 
state issued market rate allocations 
available. n
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 X Continued on page 15

Priscilla begins It’s Journey at the Waterfront
Priscilla Queen of the Desert rolls out it’s run in Key West at the Award Winning Waterfront 
Playhouse March 5 through the 28th

Filled with disco era hits such as I Will 
Survive, It’s Raining Men, MacAr-

thur Park, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun 
and many more, this musical guarantees 
to bring out the fabulous in everyone! 

Adapted from the beloved 1994 
film The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert, the musical tells the story 
of two drag queens and a transgender 
woman, who contract to perform a 
drag show at a resort in Alice Springs, 
a resort town in the remote Australian 
desert. As they head west from Syd-
ney aboard their pink bus, “Priscilla”, 
the three friends come to the forefront 
of a comedy of errors, encountering a 
number of strange characters, as well 
as incidents of homophobia, while 
widening comfort zones and finding 
new horizons.

Priscilla, Queen of the Desert stars 
the one and only, Christopher Peter-
son along with Dave Bootle and Con-
nor Cook as the threesome, Berna-
dette, Tick and Adam!

Sabrina Fosse, Belle Jampol and Lau-
ren Thompson are The Weather Girls! 

This stellar cast also features Da-
vid Black, Nana Tatebayashi, Lauren 
Thompson, Jake Fergusson, Donovan 
Pavlicek, Carolyn Cooper, Rhett Kal-
man, James Harcup, Aaron Duclos,  
Torri Gregg, Arthur Crocker, Kelci 
Grooms and Ervin Tumm 

The original production of Priscil-
la debuted in Australia at the Lyric 
Theatre, Sydney, in October 2006. 
The success of Priscilla provoked a 
two-year strong West End produc-
tion in addition to its Bette Mid-
ler-produced Broadway debut in 
2011. Priscilla was nominated for the 
Laurence Olivier Award for Best New 
Musical as well as two Tony Awards, 

Christopher Peterson, Dave Bootle. Photo by Larry Blackburn

winning these awards in the costume 
design categories.
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Schooner Wharf Bar 
202 Williams St., (305) 292-3302
SchoonerWharf.com
n

Thursday 02/27
Michael McCloud

Noon - 5:00 pm

COOL DUO featuring  

Sam Ramos & Chris Case

6:30pm - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Friday 02/28

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS
noon - 6pm

ENTRAIN BAND
6:30 - 11:30pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Saturday 02/29

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

ENTRAIN BAND

6:30 - 11:30pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

Sunday 03/01

MICHAEL McCLOUD & FRIENDS

noon - 5pm

ISLAND TIME DUO
6:30pm - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK
EVERHART
9:00 pm - 1am

Annual Schooner Wharf Wrecker’s 
Cup Race & Awards

Monday 03/02
Raven Cooper 

Noon - 5:00 pm

ZACK SEEMILLER

6:30 - 11pm

Tuesday 03/03
GARY HEMPSEY
noon - 5pm

TOM TAYLOR
6:30pm - 11pm

Wednesday 03/04

TONY BALTIMORE

noon - 5pm

RAVEN COOPER

6:30 - 11pm

MAGIC OF FRANK

EVERHART

9:00 pm - 1am

A KEY WEST FAMILY TRADITION of FINE FOODS -- SINCE 1926

522 Fleming Street  •  305.296.5663  •  Faustos.com

DREAM IT UP... CALL US UP... PICK IT UP!
We make Party Platters effortless...
simply order 24 hours in advance

and ENJOY YOUR EVENT
along with your guests! And

we love your custom requests!

CUSTOM PLATTERS
AND PARTY SUPPLIES!
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Managing Artistic Director Tom 
Thayer directs, Michael Boyer creates 
set magic.  Carolyn Cooper will cho-
reograph, Michael Fauss is music di-
rector and Kim Hanson is designing 

the lights. Let’s talk costumes! De-
signed by Christopher Peterson!  

Trish Manley keeps it all together as 
production stage manager.

Performances are at 8pm Tuesday 
through Saturdays through March 28

Call 305-294-5015 or visit water-
frontplayhouse.org for tickets. n

The Smokin’ Tuna
4 Charles St., (305) 517-6350
smokintunasaloon.com
n

Thursday 02/27

Andrew Duhon 5pm
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Friday 02/28

Charlie Miller 5pm 
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 02/29

Myles Mancuso & Friends 5pm 
Caffeine Carl and Friends 9:00pm

Saturday 03/01

Nick Brownell 5pm 
Charlie Miller and Friends 9pm

Saturday 03/02

Scott Kirby 5pm 
Myles Mancuso & Friends 9pm

Saturday 03/03

Scott Kirby 5pm 
Myles Mancuso & Friends 9pm

Saturday 03/04

Scott Kirby 5pm 
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz 9:00pm

Bottlecap / Blue Room
1128 Simonton St.,  

(305) 296-2807

bottlecapkeywest.com

n

Thursdays-Fridays 7:30pm

Professional Standup Comedy—

doors open 7:30pm.

Blue Room available for private parties

Little Room Jazz Club
821 Duval Street,  
Key West FL 33040
littleroomjazzclub.com

n

Thursday 02/27

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Coffee 

Butler 5:30-7:30 

Peter Diamond & Co. 8-11

Friday 02/28

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Larry 

Smith 5:30-7:30

Ericson Holt 8-11 

Saturday 02/29

Piano Bar Happy Hour Peter  

Diamond and James King 5:30-7:30

Denis Hyland Jazz Quartet 8-11

Sunday 03/01

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Any 

Mayo 5:30-7:30

Barry Cuda & The Sharks 8-11 

Monday 03/02

Sing-A- Long Piano Bar Happy 

Hour with Malathi 5:30-7:30

Christine Cordone with Larry Smith 

8-11 

Tuesday 03/03

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Gayla 

Morgan 5:30-7:30

Bluesday Tuesday with  

Larry Baeder 8-11

Wednesday 03/04

Piano Bar Happy Hour with Karen 

Heins 5:30-7:30

Victoria Horne 8-11

Whats Happening
 X Continued from page 14

Priscilla begins... 
 X Continued from page 13

ROBIN SUNQUIET– Old 
Stone Coffee House

Robin Sunquiet performs at the Old 
Stone Coffee House this Sunday. 

Robin is from Boulder, Colorado, and 
is an American Multi-Instrumental-
ist, Singer-Songwriter, Producer, who 
combines the funky up-tempo dance 
party beats of modern DJs, with the 
raw energy of live vocal and instru-
mental performance.  With a focus on 
diverse world dance rhythms, simple 
catchy vocal choruses, and soulful gui-
tar riffs, he draws even the most ten-

tative audiences to sing along.  Please 
join us in welcoming Robin to the Old 
Stone Coffee House this Sunday for a 
fun and upbeat performance.

Old Stone Coffee House is THE 
place for soulful music on a Sunday 
morning. Located next to the United 
Methodist Church, near the corner of 
Eaton and Simonton, with great cof-
fee and conversation. Soulful sounds, 
and a place to listen, learn, and start 
off your new week. n

Sun March 1st 9:00am – 11:00am. Old Stone Coffee House, 600 Eaton St,  
Key West, FL 33040, USA

Skippomusik Week of 
Feb 27-March 3rd

Fri. Feb. 28th@5pm,Salute-‘KOPA-
VI’, w/ Richard Tazewell, skippo, & 
Geoff Lowe

Sun. March 1st@9am, Mata Yoga-w/ 
Marci Rose & skippo

Sun. March 1st@1pm, Green Parrot 
Jazz Jam w/ Mike Emerson, Mark 
Rose, Joe Dallas, & skippo

Sun. March 1st @ 6-8 pm, Viva’s- 
Open House w/ Jazz, w/ ‘CRZBs 
Consort’, (w/ Chris Burchard, Geoff, 
Lowe, skippo, etc.)

Tues. March 3rd @9pm, Virgilio’s- 
‘the CRZBs’ w/ Rob DiStasi, Chris 
Burchard, Claire Finley, & skippo

Wed. March 4th @8pm, Little Room- 
Victoria Horne & trio [w/ Larry 
Smith, Dallas, & skippo]
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T R O P I C  S P R O C K E T S 
I A N  B R O C K W A Y

The Assistant

The Assistant” by Kitty Green 
(Ukraine Is Not a Brothel) is a 

Hopper painting set in motion that re-
serves its punch for the very end. The 
film is excellent and Julia Garner heads 
this eerie character study reminiscent 
of David Fincher and the fiction of 
Joyce Carol Oates.

Jane (Garner) is a recent grad stu-
dent who lands a job at a Holly-
wood mogul’s office. She is dedicated 
and professional with nearly every 
move measured and calculated. Jane 
makes the morning smoothie, prints 
the schedule and payroll and makes 
the travel arrangements. Things go 
smoothly until she begins to notice 
that her surroundings are a bit off kil-
ter: in her peripheral vision she sees 
the male assistants (Jon Orsini and 
Noah Robbins) snicker over an eaves-
dropped phone call. A moment later, 
she receives a muffled phone call full 
of insult and profanity. She then writes 
an apology by email as the men look 
over her shoulder.

Later during break, she cleans the of-
fice table of some half eaten pastries. One 
sweet roll is untouched and she takes it. 
Abruptly she is startled by the door. Two 
male clients enter the room and regard 

Jane with affront and disdain as if she 
were an unwelcome rodent, catching her 
with a pastry in her mouth.

During the passing days, she sees 
numerous women pass through the 
office door, not leaving for an hour or 
more. She sees boxes for medical sy-
ringes and catches an earring on the 
office sofa.

The camera is a character in the film 
and is often placed above or beside her 
as if to make her seem a potential beetle 
under a microscope—pale and isolated.

Like a figure in Kafka, the semi-jar-
ring episodes in Jane’s surroundings 
are just out of reach. Meetings are 
muted and rushed. Faces are obscured 
and men are shown from the back with 
only their feet visible.

Matthew Macfadyen is most shock-
ing as a patronizing HR man. Jane is in 
a very unfriendly Wonderland (com-
plete with odd children) with nowhere 
to turn. Even the conversations with 
her parents are stilted and uninspired.

With all of the office doors ajar, half 
glimpsed moments and fleshy kalei-
doscopic sight it becomes evident that 
Jane is cut off, left in a subterranean 
realm of subjective hearsay and half-
truths, and this perhaps is what many 
women undergo in bringing charges of 
harassment whether explicitly sexual 
or psychological.

“The Assistant” is a finely tuned 
and apprehensive film on point with 
“Bombshell” but far more potent in its 
gradual sting. n

The Gentleman

From the iconic Guy Ritchie, “The 
Gentleman” is his latest foul-

mouthed double-crossing caper. 
Though not as zany as his earlier work, 
this film still has enough quirk and 
twists to keep you intrigued as well as 
scratching your head.

Hugh Grant (in a unique role) is 
Fletcher, a smarmy investigator who 
cannot give up pestering Raymond, a 
drug dealer’s right hand man (Char-
lie Hunnam).

Matthew McConaughey is Mick-
ey the kingpin dealer, a man made of 
Teflon. The main plot hinge occurs 
when Mickey offends Big Dave (Eddie 
Marsan) a famous tabloid editor. This 
sets off a whole sequence of events, 
bringing about revenge and black-
mail. There are whole groups of people 
against Mickey, but he side-steps them 
like the dancer Gene Kelly.

The main thorn in Mickey’s side is 
Matthew (Jeremy Strong) a sarcastic, 
ostentatious dealer.

The fun is in watching just how 
Mickey flirts with his demise, com-
bined with the parade of nefarious 
characters that drift in and out of 
our view.

Colin Farrell is a matter-of-fact box-
ing coach with gangster inclinations 
and Michelle Dockery is Mickey’s hard 
as nails wife, an Elvira version of a 
gangster’s moll.

If you don’t mind cockney gangsters 
who say “the c word” about twenty 
times along with sudden comeup-
pances that will have your eyes rolling, 
“The Gentleman” is the most accessi-
ble Guy Ritchie film to date. While it 
doesn’t cover any new territory, the di-
rector’s madcap sensibility is alive and 
well and these manic characters keep 
the audience well entertained. n

Write Ian at ianfree11@yahoo.com

“

Fifth Annual 
Papio Kinetic 
Sculpture and 
Art Bike Parade

Love pedaling the Zombie Bike Ride? 
Trade your bike’s ghoulish gear 

in for some renegade recycling, don a 
costume to complement your creation, 
and join in on this year’s Papio Kinetic 
Sculpture and Art Bike Parade, set to 
kick off at the Custom House Museum, 
281 Front Street, on Saturday, April 4 
at 12:00pm. Co-produced by Key West 
Art & Historical Society and Wonder-
dog Productions, the family-friendly ki-
netic (think art with parts that move!) 
parade is a perfect way to put your cre-
ative and engineering genius on display 
and revel in the pedal or push fun.

Registration is $25 for kinetic sculp-
ture floats and $15 for art bikes, with 
registration fees waived for Society 
members. For registration information 
and guidelines visit papiokineticpa-
rade.com.  Supported in part by the 
State of Florida Division of Cultural 
Affairs, The Helmerich Trust, Destina-
tion Florida, Law Offices of Samuel J. 
Kaufman, P.A., and Margaritaville Key 
West Resort & Marina. n

Small and simple or elegantly engi-
neered, teams of any number and age 
can enter the Papio Kinetic Sculpture 
and Art Bike Parade, set to kick off from 
the Custom House Museum, 281 Front 
Street, at noon on Saturday, April 4.
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Three years ago, TheatreXP’s Bob 
Bowersox came across an intrigu-

ing new theatrical idea he really loved. 
Called “Twice Told Tales”, he decided 
to give it a go at Summer Stage 2017, 
produced under his TheatreXP banner. 
It turns out his summer theater fest 
customers loved it as much as he did. It 
was a smash hit. He repeated the eve-
ning at last year’s Summer Stage, with 
the same results.

So this year, “Twice Told Tales” 
– a night of contrasting, dueling 
monologues – will make its in-sea-
son debut for two nights only, March 
6 and 7, at 8 pm in the Helmerich 
Theater at the Studios of Key West, 
533 Eaton Street. Tickets --  both 
VIP and General Seating -- are lim-
ited and can be had at tskw.org or by 
calling 305-296-0458.

Normally relegated to the heart of 
a play, or made a tool of directors for 
auditions, the monologue – one actor, 
solo on stage, delivering a single speech 
that hopefully has power, emotion, 
message, and connection – is seldom 
allowed to  stand alone center-stage as 
the sole star.

Until now.
“Twice Told Tales” is an eve-

ning of monologues, each delivered 
twice….once each by two different 
actors, guided by a single director in 
two completely different directions, 
resulting in two completely different 
outcomes for the monologue and for 
the audience.

Directors for this year’s show in-
clude top Key West helmers Tony 
Konrath, Mathias Maloff, John Mc-
Donald, Carole MacCartee, Melody 
Moore, Karen Leonard, Tom Murtha, 
Diane May, and Bowersox himself. 
Actors will include Wayne Dapser, 
Melody Moore, Mira Negron, Rich-
ard Quint, Peggy Montgomery, Archil 
Megrelishvili, Janet Harwell, Sarah 
Goodwin, Su Nubia, Ellen Rickert, 
Daashia Cooper, Barbara Mundy, 

Daniel Bochlas, Peggy Guidotti, Ar-
amis Ikatu, Kathy Russ, Donna Sta-
bile, and Tim Dahms.

Here’s how it works:
Monologues are chosen by the di-

rectors – the subject can be anything. 
Each can be two to four minutes long.  
Each director is given two actors, who 
may be of different genders or sexual 
orientations, but two actors of the same 
gender could also be used. The directors 
then work with each actor separately in 
rehearsal, developing the monologue in 
two completely different ways…mean-
ing interpretation or delivery or emo-
tion or intent or all of them.

The evening of the performance, 
each monologue is then delivered in 
its dual iterations, back to back. The 
results are sometimes startling.

“It’s a fun, surprising, and often il-
luminating evening of theatre,” said 
Bowersox, “and the audiences have re-
ally loved the show. And it shows how 
direction and actor interpretation can 
completely change a piece of writing. 
It really shows the magic of theater.”

“It’s utterly wonderful, and com-
pletely entertaining,” said the Studio’s 
Rosi Ware, who has seen all three pre-
vious versions of “Twice Told Tales”. 
“Don’t miss it.”

Tickets for the one-night-only event 
are available at theatrexp.ticketleap.
com or 302-540-6102. They will also 
be available at the door that evening. 
For more information, visit Theatr-
eXP.org or call TheatreXP at 302-540-
6102 or The Studios of Key West at 
305-296-0458. n

Theater Hit “Twice Told Tales” Returns to The Studios

Eighteen actors, nine directors, and a host of monologues makes for an exciting, 
fun, and intriguing evening of theater at The Studios of Key West March 6 & 7. 
Photos by Larry Blackburn
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n Rescue Tail

Holly Berry
BY TARA MCFARLAND

With an enormous smile 
and perfect natural eye 

liner, Holly was one of the most 
photogenic dogs at our Mar-
athon Campus. She loved the 
volunteers and staff alike. She 
was so sweet and easy going she 
hardly needed any attention at 
all! With so many dogs, cats and 
small animals in our care it’s al-
ways a welcome reprieve when 
we have a girl like Holly that 
simply just wants to be loved. 

Days, weeks and months 
passed as Holly patiently waited 
for her family to come. Wonder-
ful families passed through our 
doors, and in fact, 45 dogs found 
homes before sweet Holly’s match 
was made. Although we often re-
ceive multiple applications on a 
single pet, sometimes it just takes 
one. The right one! 

In mid-January Holly’s new 
mom and dad visited us at our 
Marathon Campus. They had 
seen her photo as we shared 
her big smile over and over on 
Facebook. They knew she was 
destined to be their dog, it just 
took them a little while to admit 
this fact to themselves. On this 
day, they made the drive to the 
shelter with the knowledge and 
intention that they were bring-
ing her home. Even though they 
hadn’t actually met her yet, they 
knew Holly was their dog. 

Of course, the meet went 
perfectly. They were in love 
with her before they met her, 
and she fell in love with them. 
When her new family sent an 

update it was abundantly clear 
through their words that they 
truly couldn’t be happier...

“SHE’S AMAZING!! She’s 
adjusted well to her new little 
island home, and is the absolute 
sweetest thing. Her zoomies are 
ridiculously hilarious, her lit-
tle loving personality brings a 
smile to everyone’s face that she’s 
met so far. Recently, two of our 
dearest friends came down with 
their new one month old baby 
for a visit. Holly sat down on 
the couch with mom and baby, 
and did SO good. No jumping, 
no craziness.. just laid there and 
nuzzled them both. Clearly goes 
to show how the bad reputation 
that constantly surrounds pitties 
is completely false We’re loving 
every minute of learning about 
her, and will start introducing 
her to new doggo friends this 
coming month. Thank you guys 
for everything that you do! You 
make SUCH a positive impact, 
and without you, we wouldn’t 
have found our Holly Berry!”

It’s our goal to make lifelong 
matches at both of our Campus-
es and our educated Adoption 
Counselors are there to help 
you find the right pet for your 
family and lifestyle. Sometimes, 
our job is simply done for us, 
and stories like Holly’s just fall 
into place. If you’re interest-
ed in bringing a new furried, 
scaled or feathered friend into 
your home and hearts be sure 
to check out shelters first. Even 
if we don’t have the pet you’re 
looking for, our knowledgeable 
staff can help to point you in 
the right direction. Visit us in 
Key West or Marathon or check 
out our adoptable pets online at 
fkspca.org/adopt. n
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It’s been said that all you 
need to do to wind up 

a “Living Legend of Key 
West” is hang around long 
enough, know everybody 

in town, and be a really good guy every-
one likes to be around, and you’ll just 
kind of end up in the Legend category.

If that description doesn’t fit musi-
cian/thespian/storyteller John Wells, 
it probably won’t fit anyone. Because 
Wells is all those things and more.

If you’re lucky enough to grab one 
of very few tickets available for his up-
coming one-man show at the Red Barn 
Theatre, you’ll also see that the man is 
a consummate entertainer. His unique 
combination of storytelling and song 
makes for an intimate, very personal 
and engaging evening.

Wells will be appearing at the Red 
Barn Theatre for two nights only, 
March 8 and 9, with his very original 
new show, “John Wells is (Still) Alive 

and Well and Living in Key West.”  
Showtime is 8 pm each night.

“It was back in 1978 that Joy and I 
moved down here to Key West,” Wells 
said. Joy is his wife, Joy Hawkins, ac-
tress and artistic director of the Red 
Barn. “I had been very successful with 
my band up in the Washington, D.C. 
area, and Joy had just left the Dean 
Martin show as ‘Tiger Girl’, and we 
were both looking for something new.”

John and Joy spent a couple of 
nights camping on Simonton Beach – 
“You could do that back then,” Wells 
said – but eventually found a nice 
place to rent – “For $160 a month, if 
you can believe that!” – and settled in.

It wasn’t long after that Hawkins, 
Wells, their good friends the McDon-
alds, and several others founded the 
Red Barn Theatre, where Wells put his 

musical and acting chops to work in 
nearly a hundred shows over the last 
40 years. There are a lot of stories that 
have piled up over that time.

“I do about 14 songs, some original, 
some not,” Wells said. “But they all fit in 
with the stories. I tell about things that 
have changed me here – like founding 
the Red Barn, and the people I’ve met, 
and amazing dolphin encounters, insid-
er Mel Fisher stories, and about my trip 
to Africa, where I was asked to sing with 
the indigenous tribal members who were 
our crew. That was incredible. So many 
stories. So much good music.”

Forty years of them, to be precise. 
Hand-delivered by a Key West Living 
Legend in Key West’s most intimate 
theater. A new story to add to the list. 
Tickets can be had at redbarntheatre.
com or by calling 305-296-9911. n

Troubadour John Wells Returns to Red Barn Theatre

Singer/Songwriter/Troubador and Key West legend John Well returns to the Red 
Barn Theatre March 8 & 9 with his unique blend of songs and stories. Photo by 
Larry Blackburn
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f ine d in ing at the

Monday - Friday 
Two Course Menu 

ONE DUVAL STREET  |  305.295.3255  |  PIERHOUSE.COM  |    Reservations Recommended

Pick One Starter and One Entree

+ Half off Desserts
$24.00 | 5 to 7PM

*Not valid on holidays

Support local students 
during “What The Health!?!”
The Monroe County Health Department and 

Womankind are once again partnering with 
their new twist on the traditional health fair, 
aiming to not only support teens with informa-
tion on the risk behaviors typically found among 
high school students, but also advocating for and 
providing wellness opportunities and resources 
from the local communities in which they live. 
“What The Health!?!: A Wellness Fair for Florida 
Keys Teens” will take place this March at Mar-
athon High School (March 2), Key West High 
School (March 6), and Coral Shores High School 
(March 3), reaching nearly 3,000 high school 
students throughout Monroe County.

“Our mission is to help teens recognize 
healthy and unhealthy habits, know what their 
resources are, and make is easy for them to 
reach out for help when they need it,” says Cali 
Roberts, Womankind Executive Director. “We 
also want to remind them that there are many 
activities and volunteer opportunities available 
to them that are not only fun, but very unique 
to our subtropical region.” 

The fairs will provide students with oppor-
tunities to explore topics they might otherwise 
feel too nervous or “cool” to ask about and to 
discover the many resources available that can 
help support them on their adolescent journey. 
Some will be health-related while others will 
be about what’s both fun and safe: places to 

go on a Friday night, entertaining but healthy 
ways to spend a Saturday afternoon, activities 
they can enjoy with their peers, and volunteer 
opportunities they may not know about.   

So far, the collaborative community part-
nership includes Womankind, Monroe County 
Health Department, The Guidance Care Cen-
ter, and University of Miami’s Walk Safe/ Bike 
Safe, and they are looking for other local busi-
nesses and organizations to participate or donate 
in support of the health and wellness of Monroe 
County teens. 

To participate in or be a sponsor of “What 
The Health!?!: A Health Fair for Florida Keys 
Teens,” contact Cali Roberts at croberts@
womankindkeywest.org. Womankind is locat-
ed at 1511 Truman Avenue, across the street 
from Bayview Park, and is open Monday 
through Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm. n



W H A T ' S  H A P P E N I N G

21
www.konklife.com • FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 4, 2020

Books & Books @ The Studios invites 
the public to a dedication ceremony 

for its new Key West Literary Panthe-
on celebrating forty-four distinguished 
and nationally recognized authors, all 
of whom have lived and/or worked in 
our island paradise. Their names are 
permanently posted in a frieze wrap-
ping around the interior of the store, 
and honored in a descriptive guide.

This amazing list contains most fa-
mously Ernest Hemingway and Ten-
nessee Williams, but it is a diverse 
group including Elizabeth Bishop, 
Ralph Ellison, Robert Stone, Shel 
Silverstein and James Merrill. There 
are eleven Pulitzer Prize winners 

(some multiple times), six National 
Book Award winners (some multiple 
times), and three winners of the pres-
tigious Bollingen Poetry Prize.  These 
literary artists have drawn sustenance 
from the Key West muse, which in 
some subtle way drew out creativity 
in a manner that an intellectual hot-
bed like New York could not.

As James Leo Herlihy author of Mid-
night Cowboy put it, “The place was 
mysterious, funky, indescribably exotic. 
It had much of the charm of a foreign 
country, but you had the post office 
and the A&P and the phone worked, so 
life was easy.” John Dewey, perhaps the 
leading philosopher of the last century, 

confirmed “the mañana mood develops 
very easily here,” but it made words 
flow. William Gaddis heard it was a lazy 
retreat popular with artists and writers. 
He found the perfect shady porch to 
set up his rickety Olympia typewriter, 
completing the novel J R, a winner of 
the National Book Award for Fiction. 
Perhaps David Kaufelt said it best: ”We 
wear shorts, we ride bicycles, we have 
the water, a great symbol of the uncon-
scious, and we’re free to be children here 
and let our spirits go.”

Although our Pantheon is limited 
to deceased writers, there is no doubt 
that the Key West magic continues to 
this day. Among our current residents 

are many of equal stature: Pulitzer 
Prize winners including Annie Dil-
lard and Alison Lurie, National Book 
Award nominee Phyllis Rose, many 
members of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters -- including Anne 
Beattie, Joy Williams and Edmund 
White, the inestimable Laurent de 
Brunhoff, and Library of Congress 
Living Legend Judy Blume.

Please join us at the bookstore in 
Key West to raise a glass to this dis-
tinguished company and share the 
moment with the spouses of several 
honorees. George Cooper, and Arlo 
Haskell of the Key West Literary 
Seminar will offer remarks. n

Dedication of the Key West Literary Pantheon Feb 28, 
2020 at 4:00 to 6:00pm, 533 Eaton St. , Key West



Just clip and enjoy
REAL SAVINGS today!

Get PREMIUM
VISIBILITY in

KONK Life’s KONK
KOUPONS each
week, steering

bargain hunters to
you for $50/block.

Blocks are BC size:
3.5”x2” or 2”x3.5”

and can be stacked.

Contact
Ashley Williamson
at 410-999-4917
to feature YOUR
specials in next
week’s edition!

The Dog’s Getaway

The Best
Dog’s

Vacation

Dog Day Camp,
Salon, Spa & Boarding

Special Individual Attention to Each Dog
Convenient Pick Up & Delivery Service

Call about our Summer Specials!
DOMINIKA BOBEROVA 305-916-5004

6150 Second Street • Stock Island

in the
Florida
Keys!

KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS

Buy One
Get One
FREE

Valid for Any Beer or Well Drinks Only
One per person per day 

Not valid with any other o�ers, or
during special events and pivate parties Evvy Night 9pm & 11pm

Reservations at www.801.bar
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KONK           KOUPONSKONK           KOUPONS
Free

Delivery!
Happy Hours

from 4 to 7pm

$2 Tacos and
2-4-1 Drink
Specials

Ask about Our LATE NITE MENU
618 Duval Street • 305-292-1865

Check
Out Our New
Karaoke
Bar Inside!

“Living Traditions” Exhibition Celebrates the 
Legacy of Artist Mario Sanchez
Considered one of the most signifi-

cant Cuban American folk artists of 
the 20th century, Key West woodcarver 
Mario Sanchez has inspired scores of art-
ists born and raised in the Florida Keys. 
In March, The Studios of Key West cele-
brates Sanchez’s legacy as seen through the 
work of Keys’ artists with an exhibition 
entitled “Living Traditions: The School 
of Mario Sanchez.” The public is invited 
to an opening reception during the “First 
Thursday” event on March 5 from 6-8pm 
at The Studios, 533 Eaton Street.

With his colorful and highly de-
tailed wood carvings depicting scenes 
of old Key West, Mario Sanchez (1909-
2005) is not only one of Florida’s cul-

tural treasures, he also passed down a 
tradition that lives on today. 

Wayne Garcia is one Key West artist 
who has been deeply inspired by San-
chez’s work. “This type of art is pretty 
unique to this island,” says Garcia, “Not 

only the intaglio, but how we used the 
images as a way to show our history.”

“Living Traditions” brings togeth-
er work by some of Key West’s most 
prominent Conch artists including 
Andy Thurber, Ronny Bailey, Garth 

Holtkamp, Daniel Soldano, Mario 
Suarez, Pattie Kemp, Jorge Marrero, 
and of course, Garcia himself. “Ma-
rio shows you exactly what it was 
like to live back in the day; you can 
practically feel the island’s old brick 
roads running through his intaglios,” 
says Thurber. “I grew up in the 70s, 
so mine was a different era, but I‘m 
hoping old timers will appreciate see-
ing Frank’s Fancy Fruit Stand and The 
Old Fisherman’s Cafe again. 

The exhibition will remain on view 
through March 26 in the XOJ gallery. 
Gallery hours are Tuesday-Saturday, 
10am-4pm. Find more information at 
www.tskw.org. n
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Fantastic Frita Burger a Cuban take on a great 
American sandwich treat
BY TERRY SCHMIDA
KONK LIFE COLUMNIST

There are plenty of reasons to stroll 
into Frita’s Cuban Burger Cafe, 

425 Southard St., near the corner of 
Duval. Reason No.1 for me has al-
ways been the burger which gives the 
eatery its name.

The Frita emerged from the street 
food stalls of 1930s Cuba, and made 
the jump to these shores during the 
1960s, where it grew in popularity, 
particularly in Miami.

Fortunately, for gourmet and 
gourmand alike, Key West restaura-
teur and entrepreneur Marcia Weaver 
took a liking to this unique creation 
that marries a beef and pork patty sea-
soned with garlic and Spanish spices, 
with onion, and a hefty dollop of se-
cret Frita Sauce, all topped with her 
crispy-fried house julienne potatoes 
and served on a freshly-baked Cuban 
roll. Weaver perfected her own recipe 
for these delectable burgers and pre-
sented them to an appreciative public 
six years ago.

Unlike burger chains that apply 
Henry Ford’s assembly line techniques 
to serve billions, Weaver’s Fritas are al-
ways cooked to order. These killer-dill-
er delights with optional Manchego 
cheese and/or a fried egg, go really well 
with an ice-cold Latin beer, should 
you wish to imbibe. Weaver maintains 
a healthy selection of beers to choose 
from, as well as sweet milkshakes, 
made with ice cream from Flamingo 
Crossing, Mexican Coke, and other 
interesting elixers.

At a recent visit, I was in a bit of 
a hurry so I parked my two-wheeler 

in Frita’s new Bicycle Drive-in section 
at the back, and placed my order in-
side. The zone, just to the left of the 
patio, is Weaver’s latest contribution 
to offbeat Key West dining. A place 
where patrons can also play domi-

noes, and purchase house-rolled ci-
gars - a testimony to one of Weaver’s 
other noteworthy talents. The Frita 
itself is savory and satisfying for all 
ages. Table service is quick, friendly, 
and available inside and out.

Besides the fabo Frita, there’s plen-
ty of other interesting fare on offer 
here, from the mouthwatering Cu-
ban Pork Tacos, a Cuban Muffaletta 
Sandwich, to the Roasted Chipotle 
Corn with queso fresco and lime. Yes, 
there’s even a vegetarian Bollywood 
Burger, with grilled cheese, spinach, 
Indian saag greens and curry. Des-
serts, such as my favorite, the Heart-
Shaped Flan, are to die for.

The welcoming atmosphere ex-
tends to the pleasant décor, heavily 
influenced by that great, big world 
south of our border, and the Ca-
ribbean. There’s a papier mache 
“phone” from Cuba; a piano right 
out of the Day of the Dead, and a 
gallery of famous,  Frida Kahloesque 
unibrows, like George Harrison and 
Nicholas Cage to lighten even fur-
ther the mood at an already fun-lov-
ing restaurant fast becoming a local 
institution.

Already it’s a must-visit for fun and 
funky activities, such as drum circles 
and dance lessons, almost as much as 
for its decidedly different selection of 
irresistible eats.

Locals and visitors alike can expe-
rience the joy of being a regular at 
Frita’s. Put it atop your local dining 
bucket list. There’s no place like this 
place anyplace!

Frita’s Cuban Burger Cafe is open 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday; and from 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Sunday. Credit cards are 
accepted.

For free delivery in Key West, or more 
information, call 305-509-7075, or vis-
it www.fritascubanburgers.com. n

keysscribe@aol.com

Frita’s “bike through” food pickup window is unique to the eatery.
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On Sunday, March 29, 2020 from 
12:00pm – 6:00pm, the Bahama 

Village Music Program invites the pub-
lic to help them celebrate their 20th 
anniversary with a Birthday Bash at the 
Coffee Butler Amphitheater—a free, 
family-friendly day filled with music 
and performances by Key West’s finest 
musicians and BVMP students, audi-
ence jam-alongs, an artisan market, a 
cash bar, food trucks, a silent auction, a 
kid’s zone, the inaugural presentation of 
the Key West Music Hall of Fame, and 
of course, birthday cake.  

Throughout the program’s two de-
cades, the Bahama Village Music Pro-
gram has served the community through 
music, offering over 20,000 free lessons 

taught by more than a dozen student 
teachers, professional instructors, and 
dedicated volunteers to over 2,000 chil-
dren who could not otherwise afford it. 

“BVMP has always been my safe 
place,” says Program Director Kate 
Divoll, who began her studies at the 
then-new program at the age of 7 in 
1999. “I learned patience, humility, 
and the importance of practice here.”

Since then, Divoll has watched the 
program grow from a storage room 
with three keyboards to a comprehen-
sive music school with 200 students 
and two choir programs, two strings 
programs, a jazz ensemble, a ukulele or-
chestra, a steel pan band, a musical the-
atre program, music theory and song-

writing classes, the “School of Rock” 
band, contemporary and Junkanoo 
dance, and a summer music camp—all 
of which she now oversees with Execu-
tive Director Katchen Duncan. 

Divoll schedules and teaches lessons, 
oversees teenage mentors and their sti-
pends, writes grants, and directs the 
overall implementation of the program. 
But just as important to her is tending 
to each child’s social-emotional growth 
and the sense of community needed to 
help their self-esteem soar. 

Behold the magic of it on Sun-
day, March 29 at their 20th Birthday 

Bash as they celebrate this important 
program that has inspired children 
island-wide to discover the musician 
within and thank the donors, founda-
tions, and community-members that 
have supported them over the years.

“We would not be celebrating our 
20th year without the kindness and 
generosity of so many,” says Divoll. “A 
whole-hearted thank you to all that have 
contributed. Here’s to another 20 years!” 

For more information and sponsor-
ship opportunities, call Executive Di-
rector Katchen Duncan 305.504.7664 
or email info@bvmpkw.org. n

The gift of a new home...
and hassle-free qualifying!

Since 1998, Kristen has created the best home loan scenarios for her clients with her industry 
knowledge, creativity and expert advice. Kristen lives and works in the Florida Keys.

Here’s what Kristen’s clients are saying:

We offer zero down VA loans, Jumbo loans, First Time Home Buyers, Conventional & Renovation 
loans, help for self-employed borrowers & more! We have a program to meet your needs.

Kristen Eklund  |  Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS 371443  |  305.587.4403  |  kristen@c2cmortgage.com

Call today for 
more information!

“I cannot recommend her services highly 
enough! She was seriously, AMAZING.  I’ve 
been self-employed for 20yrs making 
things a lot harder. She knew what 
needed to be done and how to make it 
happen. She’s a hard-working, patient, 
kind and an experienced professional 
who stuck with me 100% of the way. I 
couldn’t be more grateful. I’m writing this, 
from the back porch of my new home. 
Kristen is The Best!”

- BARB GROB

“Kristen, Thank you so much for helping us 
make our dreams come true!! We did not plan 
to buy a house when we came to visit.....but we 
did! It is a fantastic investment and will be a 
rental and a relaxing retreat for us!! I CANNOT 
believe you closed our loan in 15 days!!! Thank 
you again!! Signing everything was wicked 
easy online and the whole process couldn’t 
have been a better one. Thank you again!! I will 
recommend you to EVERYONE we meet!! From 
the bottom of our hearts,” 

- KARIN WEIGEL & FAMILY

NMLS 376205

Bahama Village Music Program Director looks 
back 20 years and forward to March 29 Birthday 
Bash at Coffee Butler Amphitheater 

Bahama Village Program Director Kate Divoll jams with students Jaylen and Jor-
dan Green during a lesson at the free music school. 
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Spacious remodeled stunner brings  
Casa Marina style eastward

SPECIAL TO KONK LIFE
Photos contributed

Old doesn’t have to mean 
old-school as exempli-

fied by this neighborhood gem. Re-
cently renovated with its roots firmly 
remembered, this home captures old-
town living in this midtown area.

This wood-frame home features 

three spacious bedrooms and three full 
baths, all located on a private lot with-
in sight of the elegant homes of the up-
scale Casa Marina neighborhood.

Built with care in 1943, this grand-

style home boasts old Conch charm 
with contemporary updates completed 
by a local master craftsman. With Dade 
County pine walls, ornate crown mold-

Make an appointment to visit this neighborhood showpiece today!

Continued on next page...
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ings and a charmingly restored wooden 
staircase, this hidden gem has the per-
fect mix of history and functionality.

Multiple French doors open out to 
the expansive patio where a large, heated 
pool and lush, mature landscaping al-
lows for seamless entertaining in an im-

pressive, private oasis guaranteed to be 
the center of your next social gathering.

High ceilings complement the first-
floor great room, with its attractive 
hand scraped white oak flooring and 
ample natural light streaming in from 
windows and French doors. Discreet-

ly tucked below the staircase is a full 
bathroom optimal for guests.

The fully upgraded chef ’s kitchen is 
equipped with high-end KitchenAid 
commercial stainless-steel appliances, 
sleek quartzite countertops, and Upper 
solid maple cabinets and Knotty Alder 

lower solid wood cabinetry. 
The meticulous finishes continue 

onto the second floor, with spacious 
rooms and custom closets.

A freshly renovated en-suite bath-
room with shellstone tile and antique 

A split air-conditioning unit provides climate control in the first-floor 
great room, with its attractive, hand scraped white oak flooring and 
ample natural light.

All three bathrooms have been completely redone with care and 
top-quality materials.

Like to cook? You’ll love this fully upgraded, gourmet kitchen, with its 
top-notch stainless-steel appliances, quartzite countertops, and stylish - 
yet practical - cabinetry.

Dining and entertaining are a snap in this roomy, and perfectly laid-out, 
residence.

Continued on next page...
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Jenna

Service You Deserve!

KeyWestRealEstate.info
DerekAndJenna@KeysRealEstate.com

Derek Epperly: 305.923.4833
Jenna Blackwell: 305.393.6573

What are your 2020 Real Estate goals? Contact us today!

1809 Seidenberg Ave.
Midtown West • 3BD/2BA 
Total modern renovation! 

$900,000

1301 Flagler Ave. 
Midtown West • 3BD/3BA
Historic luxury renovation!

$1,245,000
Contact us to view our current listings!

2916 Seidenberg Ave. • $589,000 • 3BD/2BA • Large Lot
611 Grinnell St. #4 • $624,997 • 2BD/1BA • Prime Location!

See MapSee Map

3

1

2
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See Map

4

Key Haven 
Open Water Masterpiece

155 Key Haven Road offers 
exceptional Open Water 

views and boating access in 
a beautifully designed 

single-level home, just a few 
minutes to Key West. With 4 

beautifully appointed 
bedrooms and 3 baths, this 

home is quintessentially 
Florida Keys. Includes a 

separate 1 bedroom / 1 bath 
guest cottage, next to the 

huge infinity edge pool and 
spa, overlooking the open 

water of the Gulf.  
OFFERED @$1,849,000

Stephen Hammond
(305) 766-9919
RealtyExecutivesFloridaKeys.com

3706 N. Roosevelt Blvd., Key West ■ ■ 24752 Overseas Hwy., Summerland

POWERED BY EXPERTS®
REALTY EXECUTIVES FLORIDA KEYS

See Map

5

barnwood vanity attaches to the master 
bedroom. The cathedral ceilings and 
private covered balcony give way to en-
chanting backyard views in your own 
private retreat. 

The two guest bedrooms share anoth-
er comfortable full bathroom with coral 
stone tile and access to the shaded front 
balcony - giving each bedroom its own 
view of paradise.

With nearly 2,000 square feet of indoor 
living space, on an almost 4,000 square 
foot lot, this impressive property also in-
cludes a covered, off-street parking spot.

Located in the center of local life and 
Conch culture, this home is near various 
eclectic dining options and shopping, 
amenities – like coveted Cuban coffee – 
and City Hall. 

The beaches, Louie’s Backyard, White 

Street fishing pier, and city Dog Park are 
all located just a short walk away. 

Finding that sweet spot between 
charm, space, and location has never been 
easy in the Southernmost City, but this 
fine property enjoys the best of all three.

The house is easy to show, so make 
an appointment, and discover your new 
dream home today!

The home at 1301 Flagler Ave. is being 
offered for $1,245,000.

To schedule a showing, or for more 
information, call Berkshire Hathaway 
Knight & Gardner Realty Listing Agents 
Derek Epperly, at 305-923-4833; or Jen-
na Blackwell, at 305-393-6573; or email 
DerekandJenna@keysrealestate.com

To view more of their listings, visit 
their office, at 336 Duval St., or online at 
www.keywestrealestate.info 

The cathedral ceiling, deluxe ensuite full bath and the grandest views of 
paradise makes the master suite at 1301 Flagler Ave. all the more special.

The expansive patio, large, heated pool and lush, mature landscaping  
allows for seamless entertaining in an impressive, private oasis.
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Featured Home Locations

Key Haven

Stock Island

Map # Address #BR/BA Listing Agent Phone Number

1 5 Hunts Lane, Key West, FL 33040  Mike Caron, Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
508-269-8565

305-296-7078

2 1301 Flagler Ave. Midtown West 3BD/3BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

3 1809 Seidenberg Ave. Midtown West 3BD/2BA
Derek Epperly & Jenna Blackwell
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Knight & Gardner Realty

305-923-4833
305-393-6573

4 1215 Newton St. Key West, FL 33040
Tina M Masters
Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate Co. (KW)

305-923-0062

5 155 Key Haven had, Key West, FL 33040
Stephen Hammond
Realty Executives Florida Keys

305-766-9919

Featured Homes –  Viewed by Appointment

4 
2

3
1 

5
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Key West Association of REALTORS®

keywestrealtors.org
Phone (305) 296-8259   Fax (305) 296-2701

Listing Office Selling Office Sold Date  List Price  Sold Price Street # Street Name Year Built Style Total 
Beds Wtrfrnt MM

Key West

Coastal Collection Real Estate A Key Real Estate 11/02/20  $1,400,000  $1,225,000 2516 Roosevelt Blvd 1976 Commercial 0 No 3

BHHS Keys Real Estate Coastal Collection Real Estate 14/02/20  $650,000  $619,000 2306 Patterson Ave 1958 Single Fam 2 No 3

Preferred Properties Preferred Properties 14/02/20 $2,675,000  $2,400,000 527 Fleming St 1928 Multi-Unit 4 No 1

Key Largo

RE/MAX All Keys LoKation Real Estate 18/02/20  $900,000  $865,000 25 North 1979 Single Fam 3 Yes 105.5

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Coldwell Banker Schmitt 12/02/20  $689,000  $670,000 37 Blackwater Ln 1985 Single Fam 3 Yes 105

LoKation Real Estate LoKation Real Estate 13/02/20  $795,000  $765,000 104500 Overseas Hwy, A401 1981 Condo 3 Yes 104.5

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Coldwell Banker Schmitt 12/02/20  $349,000  $298,500 231 Allen Ave 1968 Mobile Hom 3 Yes 101.5

American Caribbean Real Estate Vacasa Florida, LLC 10/02/20  $600,000  $585,000 30 Lakeview Dr 2015 Single Fam 4 No 101

American Caribbean Real Estate American Caribbean Real Estate 13/02/20  $99,000  $85,000 0 Gulf Dr N/A Lot 0 No 101

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Coldwell Banker Schmitt 12/02/20  $298,000  $280,000 42 Orange Dr 1972 Single Fam 2 No 100.4

The Firm Realty Group The Firm Realty Group 12/02/20  $1,079,000  $995,000 82 Bounty Ln 2019 Single Fam 3 Yes 98

American Caribbean Real Estate LoKation Real Estate 14/02/20  $549,000  $515,000 912 Estall St 1979 Single Fam 3 No 98

American Caribbean Real Estate Coldwell Banker Schmitt 12/02/20  $764,900  $730,000 415 Thumper Thoroughfare 1997 Single Fam 3 Yes 95.5

Keys Country Realty & Dev. Inc Century 21 Island Life 14/02/20  $429,000  $415,000 6 Sunset Rd 1961 Duplex 2 No 95

American Caribbean Real Estate Outside Of MLS - FKBR 13/02/20  $621,000  $602,500 121 Guilford Ct 1981 Mobile Hom 3 Yes 93

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Outside Of MLS 11/02/20  $2,599,999  $2,250,000 108 Old Fashion Rd 2007 Single Fam 6 Yes 92

Based on information found in the Key West Association of Realtors® MLS from February 11th, to February 18th, 2020.
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• Never any Hidden Fees!

• Switching to COMO
will not cost you a penny!
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Earning Your Business!

(305) 296-2848 • ComoKeys.com • 1109 Eaton St.
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